
Ann Duncan
Professional Real Estate Broker

Follow us at Instagram & Facebook 
annduncan.ca

Award-winning Hall of Fame and 
Titan Club

My Professional Real Estate Services My Professional Real Estate Services 
O� er You Renovation And Repairs, O� er You Renovation And Repairs, 

Moving, Cleaning, Home Design And Moving, Cleaning, Home Design And 
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Local And International Communities, Local And International Communities, 
Extensively Marketing Your Property Extensively Marketing Your Property 
On Social Media, Providing You With On Social Media, Providing You With 
Professional Videography, Pictures, Professional Videography, Pictures, 

Drone, Flyers And Many More.Drone, Flyers And Many More.
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www.AnnDuncan.ca
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michele@micheledenniston.com
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AWARD WINNING REALTOR IN KING
416-896-9333 |  angelo@foresthillcollection.com
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MARKET UPDATE – JANUARY 2022   

– Provided by Key Advantage Team Royal LePage RCR Realty 
Susie Strom, Sales Representative
www.KeyAdvantage.ca  |  905-836-1212  |  info@KeyAdvantage.ca
* Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract.

*The statistics provided were obtained from the Toronto Regional Real Estate Board’s Market Watch January 2022;  
Summary of Existing Home Transactions for All Home Types + Focus on the MLS Home Price Index for Composite for York Region’s Aurora and King.
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AVERAGE SALES PRICE AVERAGE SALES PRICE

NUMBER OF SALES NUMBER OF SALES

SALE TO LIST RATIO SALE TO LIST RATIO

YEAR OVER YEAR % CHANGE YEAR OVER YEAR % CHANGE

$1,512,661
AVERAGE 9 DAYS ON MARKET

$1,962,606
AVERAGE 22 DAYS ON MARKET

56
53 ACTIVE LISTINGS

18
50 ACTIVE LISTINGS

116% 103%

35.03% 37.05%

COOKIE MONSTER, are congratulations in order?  
I hope that this potential relocation is something  
you are looking forward to! 

Yes, that is true, while listing your home in January, 
February, or March may not be the ‘hot’ time to buy 
and sell in cold climates, such as Aurora, I would not 
be discouraged. 

Historically and logically, sellers prefer to list their 
homes during the peak market time. For example,  
the spring and fall months. However, the market  
right now is quite different than in the past.  COVID 
has somehow changed the game quite a bit.  The de-
mand for affordable and not so affordable homes is 
very HIGH! 

Supply is dwindling all around the GTA, and in turn,  
this is driving home prices up. Compared to 2020, the 
number of properties that were listed at this time is  
down by 21%. It was a buyer’s market in 2017-2019  
where supply exceeded demand, and we are now seeing 
a very strong trend towards a seller’s market once again.
Properties that are priced right, well maintained, and are 

located in good neighbourhoods, are selling at strong 
prices regardless of when the home is listed. Compar-
ing December 2020 to 2021, the average home sale price 
grew by 17.7% and there were 28% more homes sold. 
These numbers should be encouraging to you! While 
life does not always line up perfectly to market trends, if 
you have to list in the calmer time of the year, given the 
current trends, you will still get top dollar for your home.  
Additionally, it seems that this year will also be another 
big year.  Home prices are expected to soar by another 
whopping 11% across the GTA.  However, we are expect-
ed to see several mortgage rate hikes this year, so it will be 
interesting to see if this will slow the market in any way.
If you need to sell, give me a call and we can discuss all 
the options. You will have a lot of things you will need 

to worry about with relocating, and you should work 
with a Realtor who can take the stress out of selling 
your home. Let me do that heavy lifting! Good luck.

Julien Laurion AKA Big Tuna is a local 
Real Estate Sale Representative with 

Royal LePage Your Community Realty in Aurora. 
I am a real estate agent who has expertise in both Real 

Estate and Renovations and has been 
involved in this community for over 20 years. 

If you have a question for my monthly article or 
if you are considering buying, selling or leasing a home 

please feel free to call or email me directly 
at (416) 402-5530 or julien@bigtuna.ca or by 

alternatively visiting my website www.bigtuna.ca 
or Facebook page @bigtunarealty

Continued lack of inventory is fuelling multiple offers and competitive bidding situations. Pre-emptive offers are also 
becoming commonplace which is why Buyers need to be paired with a professional working in their best interests 
so that they are well represented and kept apprised of ever changing market conditions. Conversely for sellers,  
it has never been a better time to sell.  
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Dear Julien, I may have to relocate for my work, and if I do, I cannot afford to keep my property here in  
Aurora and another in the new city, given how much houses are right now. This makes me kind of nervous 
because if I have to list my property, it will not be in one of the ‘hot’ markets. Could you provide some insight? 

Thank you in advance, Cookie Monster.

By Julien Laurion 
The Big Tuna of Real Estate 
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5 COMMON home buyer questions

Schomberg
Home hardware

Aurora
Home hardware

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How. 

Aurora and Schomberg Home Hardware Serving York Region and Surrounding Areas

Schomberg
Home hardware

17250 Hwy 27, Unit 1
(in the Beer & Liquor Store plaza)

905-939-HOME (4663)
Aurora
Home hardware

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora

905-727-4751

As well as...
Housewares, Hand & Power Tools, Plumbing & Electrical Supplies, Vanities and 
Toilets, Paint & Painting Supplies, Automotive Supplies, Screen & Glass Repair. 
We also feature Giftware & Seasonal items, including Lawn & Garden Supplies.
We also sell lumber and provide next day delivery.

Your Community Hardware Store

JAVA, MIDNIGHT BLUE, 
BERMUDA WHITE, 
LONDON FOG, 
CLASSIC BRANDS ALSO HAS A
WIDE SELECTION OF QUARTZ 
VANITY TOPS & MIRRORS.
24” to 72” sizes available 

Come and see 
the difference

BUY NOWBUY NOW
AND SAVEAND SAVE

CLASSIC BRANDS HANDLES & KNOBS INCLUDED

CLASSIC BRANDS VANITIES 
AVAILABLEBRAND

NEW

We Offer Windows and Doors with Installation 
*Faucet extra

Pictured here 
Sandstone colour 

BRAND NEW COLOURS
SANDSTONE & 
RIVERSTONE
Sizes up to 48” available

The Michele Denniston team  
has twenty-plus years of collective 
real estate experience in the  
King and surrounding regions.  
During our time servicing our  
clients have come across frequently 
asked questions by our buyers  
and are here to highlight them and 
provide you with the answers.
What should I look for in an investment property?
Whether or not you are looking for a quick reno and flip or 
a more long-term landlord position, our team emphasizes 
the importance of location, location, location. You can build 
the most beautiful and functional rental unit, but if it is in 
the wrong neighbourhood, targetting the wrong type of  
demographic, your investment will not make you the  
return you are looking for. Consulting with a realtor who 
knows the region is a great first step to purchasing an  
investment property. 

How much money should I set aside for closing costs?
Closing costs can range from 1 to 4% of the home’s  
purchase price, and closing costs will include lender fees, 
escrow, title insurance, land transfer tax and inspection 
charges. For example, on a $500,000 property, closing 
costs can range from $7,500 to $20,000, so you will need 
to keep this in mind during your home search. We assure 

to remind our buyer clients to budget for this at our initial 
consultation because we want to ensure every client has  
a smooth and stress-free buying experience with no  
surprise fees. It’s your realtor’s job to communicate these 
lesser-known aspects of the buying process. 

I’m buying my first home; where do I start?
Your number one priority should be getting pre-approved 
for a mortgage. This first step lets you know how much you 
can spend on a house while securing you at a fixed interest 
rate for up to 90 days. Once you complete a pre-approval, 
you can shop with confidence in your budget and get the 
help of a qualified local realtor. 

Should I buy or continue to rent?
This question is unique to the client’s lifestyle and goals. 
Many people can get panicky once they see the added 
expenses, commitment and additional chores of buying a 
home. However, owning is an excellent way to create a 
permanent home that will appreciate over time. A qualified 
realtor will happily work with first-time buyers, their budget 
and criteria to find them a perfect first home or property.

Is there a “Best Time of Year” to buy a home?
In short, no. Home prices will fluctuate depending on  
inventory, demand, and other market conditions, and the 
intensity of these changes will differ from city to city. 

Call Our Team for Top Tier Local Real Estate Service Today!

We hope highlighting these commonly asked questions 
and providing answers will give our clients more knowledge  

and confidence when entering the market this winter and 
coming spring!

If you are looking to buy or sell in King and surrounding 
areas or have any other burning questions, give our team 
a call at (416) 433-8316 for a free home estimate or to 
discuss your wants with Michele Denniston today!

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

Direct 289.221.1481 Office 365.500.8800 kellyburtrealtor@gmail.com
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905.836.1212 | info@KeyAdvantage.ca | www.KeyAdvantage.ca

Living & Working 
In Your Neighbourhood

• 40+ Years of Combined Experience with Multi-Award Winning Service
• Ranked: Top 1% Nationally of over 19,000 Royal LePage Agents (2015-2021)
• Complimentary Home Consultation & Staging
• Professional Photography & 3D Tours
• Expert Negotiators, Exceeding your Expectations

Sales Representative
LORRAINE MACDONALD

Broker
LINDSAY STROM

Operarations Manager
KERRI FILLIER

Broker
SHREEMA TALSANIA

Sales Representative 
MARISSA WHITE

Licensed Client Care Coordinator
MELISSA POURGOUTZIDIS

Sales Representative 
SUSIE STROM

Broker
CAROLINE BAILE

I HAVE QUALIFIED BUYERS FOR PROPERTIES IN KING! 

Direct: 416-418-6683      Office: 905-727-1941
JulianneBoileau@hotmail.com

Time2Buy-Sell.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Julianne BoileauJulianne Boileau

HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD.

SELLERS MARKET !!! 
GET TOP $$$ NOW

I HAVE QUALIFIED BUYERS LOOKING TO PURCHASE YOUR HOME!
Put my 35 years of successful trusted Real Estate experience top negotiator  
in your corner, more than ever you don’t want to leave money on the table.  

Call me if you would like to know the value of your home today.

(NC) With all the news about the  
hot housing market and interest  
rates, you may be thinking about  
your mortgage. 
Should you put your house on the market? Consider 
switching lenders to get a better deal? Should you go with a 
fixed or variable rate? A longer- or shorter-term mortgage?

If breaking your mortgage is factoring into your decision, 
make sure you understand the pros, cons and associated 
costs of doing so.

The cost to break your mortgage contract depends on 
whether it’s open or closed. An open mortgage allows you 
to break your contract without paying a prepayment pen-
alty. But if you break your closed mortgage contract, you 
normally have to pay a penalty that can cost thousands 
of dollars. You may also have to pay other fees such as 
administration fees, appraisal fees, reinvestment fees or a 
mortgage discharge fee.

Here are some pros and cons of breaking a mortgage:

PROS 
• You may get a lower interest rate, which you can lock in 
for the new term of the mortgage.

 • You may be able to pay off your mortgage faster if you 
keep your payments the same.

CONS 
• You could end up paying more in the long run because of 
fees and a prepayment penalty.

• You may no longer qualify for a mortgage under the cur-
rent economic conditions.

By breaking your contract, you may also have to repay any 
cash back you received when you first signed up for it. Cash 
back is an optional feature where your lender gives you a 
percentage of your mortgage amount in cash. Read through 
your current mortgage contract carefully and speak with 
your bank about your options.

Find more tips and resources at canada.ca/money.
www.newscanada.com

When Canada’s 
housing bubble 
pops, what will 
happen next!
The price of Canadian homes 
has increased faster than those 
of any other member of the 
OECD. Rising interest rates  
now threaten to bring  
the market down.
According to a recent report, between January and 
August of last year investors were responsible for a 
quarter of house purchases in the province.

These speculative investments are, of course,  
driving up prices. They are also creating major  
problems for the economy as a whole because the 
rising cost of housing has increased the amount of 
private debt held by individuals. While interest rates 
have remained low this debt has been sustainable.  
The possibility of hikes now threatens to bring  
Canada’s housing market crashing down.

The Bank of Canada is warning that  a “frenzy of 
real estate investment,” combined with impossibly 
high levels of household debt, “could destabilize the 
economy as rates start to rise.” The central bank’s 
deputy governor Paul Beaudry suggests that a 
reckoning is fast approaching because the Bank of 
Canada now plans to increase interest rates. 

A key concern here is that financially stretched 
households have little breathing room to absorb 
any disruption to their income. A job loss could  
force many to drastically cut their spending to keep 
servicing their debt.

The cause of this instability is the commodification 
of housing, and unimpeded it will lead to further 
indebtedness on the part of private buyers and 
threaten millions with economic dislocation. It also 
drives up rents, forces precarious housing on many.
It’s clear that only a real challenge to the commodifi-
cation of housing can make a meaningful difference 
in this situation. In the wake of the dislocations and 
hardships that were triggered by the pandemic, 
many politicians have paid lip service to the need 
for a “just recovery.” 

“With the housing supply issues facing the country 
having only gotten worse to start 2022, take any 
decline in sales early in the year with a grain of  
salt because the demand hasn’t gone away, there 
just won’t be much to buy until a little later in this 
spring, But when those listings eventually start to 
show up, the spring market this year will almost  
certainly be another headline grabber. If you’re  
thinking about jumping into the market as either a  
buyer, seller or both, I have the information and  
guidance you will need to navigate the market in  
these unprecedented times,” Ann Duncan, Broker 
With Sutton Group Admiral Realty. 

For More Information And  
A Free Market Appraisal  
Evaluation Contact  
ANN DUNCAN TEAM: 
647-895-6355
annduncanteam@gmail.com
www.annduncan.ca
Follow Us on Instagram  
& Facebook 
ANNDUNCAN.CA

Know the cost of  
breaking your mortgage

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S
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 Are you ready to List?
Give me a call. Dir. 416-990-0832

219 Woodgate Pines Dr., 
Kleinburg

30 foothills rd., 
vaughan

Please call me for a market analysis

Happy Valentines Day Let’s Buy Your Loved One 
a Beautiful Home!

SCORE A TOUCHDOWN SCORE A TOUCHDOWN 
WHEN YOU USE STEPHEN ONGARO WHEN YOU USE STEPHEN ONGARO 

FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.
Have a great Super Bowl weekend. Have a great Super Bowl weekend. 

(NC) The new year is a great time  
to revamp your home with  
fresh new décor and design.  
Get inspired by checking out  
these easy and affordable ideas.

1  GROW YOUR GREENERY Outside, winter can be 
dull and lifeless. But at home, you can make your home 
lively and cheerful by bringing nature indoors. Choose 
beautifully patterned and trending plant varieties, like 
satin vine, silver leaf monstera and banana plant.

2  WOW YOUR WALLS Statement walls are having 
a moment, with creative ways to decorate plain walls 
becoming increasingly popular. On a smaller wall 
in your hallway or bathroom, test out some funky 
prints with wallpaper, which is back in style. Or try 
some wall stencils or stickers to brighten up your 
home office space.

3  SHOW OFF YOUR SHELVES Floating shelves are a  
cool and contemporary way to display some of your 
favourite items while squeezing in some open storage 
solutions. Place treasured photos in rustic frames next 
to wicker baskets with lids and accent with candles 
and dried flowers. For premium floating shelves in a 
variety of finishes, lengths and depths explore Kitch’s 
affordable options.

4  FIX UP YOUR FURNITURE Older pieces can get a  
second life with a little elbow grease and DIY energy.  
A fresh coat of paint and new hardware can transform a  
vintage dresser. A dated wrought-iron side table can  
become an eclectic work of art by gluing leftover mosaic 
tiles on the tabletop. Use your imagination and go online  
for ideas.

5  CREATIVITY FOR YOUR CABINETRY Refreshed 
cabinetry in your kitchen and bathroom can add an  
air of luxury and help you stay organized. For a  
budget-friendly option, work with Kitch to modify  
your existing cabinets.

“We specialize in creating fronts and accessories for 
popular IKEA products for a personalized and tailored 
look,” explains founder Andrew Hibbs. “It’s the perfect 
way to design the kitchen or bathroom of your dreams 
at an affordable cost.”

www.newscanada.com

 5 simple ideas 
 to breathe new life 
 into your home

Barristers & Solicitors
Margaret Black    Professional Corporation

Experience and Integrity
You Can Trust

King City, Vaughan, and
New Tecumseth, Ontario

Tel: 905-833-9090
Fax: 905-833-9091

Email: info@blacklawof�ice.ca

Real Estate Transactions
Corporate ❖ Wills ❖ Estates

Probate ❖ Family ❖ Immigration

www.blacklawoffi ce.ca

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S
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32 Award Winning Years
National Chairman’s Club
Top 1% in Canada*

Direct: 416-618-1714  
www.monicastohr.com

Beautifully renovated 2.5 storey Heritage home nestled on a private premium 132’ deep South 
facing lot on coveted Kennedy St West! Exuding charm & character w/ covered wrap-a-round 
porch, original trim & doors, hardwood fl rs thru-out, family rm addition w/heated fl r, smooth 
ceilings & potlites, open concept kitchen with centre island & st steel appls, 5 bdrms, large 
2nd fl oor enclosed porch off bdrm, new windows, furnace, shingles, C/A, CVAC, 4 car driveway 
& more! Exclusive opportunity to purchase - not on MLS! $1,588,000.  Contact Monica Stohr.

RENOVATED CHARMER IN AURORA VILLAGE

33 Award Winning Years
National Chairman’s Club
Top 1% in Canada*

2017-2019

14799 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario, L4G 1N1

Direct: 416-618-1714 
www.monicastohr.com
*As per gross closed commissions 2019 from Royal LePage Services Corp.

Monica StohrMonica Stohr
Sales Representative

MARIA
GUADAGNOLO
BROKER, SRS, CLHMS

Direct: 416.418.8303
www.MariaGuadagnolo.com

Focused on Delivering Results Beyond Clients’ Expectations!

Se Volete Vendere o Avete Intensioni di Comprare Una Casa,
Chiamatemi E Vi Prometto Che Rimarrete Soddisfatti!

“Chiamatemi, 
Parlo Italiano!”

9100 JANE STREET

7-CAR GARAGE BUNGALOW
In-Ground Pool, Walk-Out Basement With In-Law Suite

Nestled on a 2.1 Acres Country Setting Overlooking Conservation, 
this 3 Br + 3 Custom Built Bungalow features exquisite fi nishes, Hardwood Floors, 

9’ Ceilings, Gourmet Kitchen, Walk-Out Basement complete with a Magnifi cent, 
Self-Contained In-Law Suite, Loggia, 3-Season Solarium, 

In-ground Pool, and so much more! 

2011, 2012, 2013,
2014, 2015, 2016,

2017 & 2019

Never underestimate the power of good lighting. 
Nothing says luxurious quite like the perfect mood 
lighting of beautiful fixtures. From gallery-style  
recessed lighting to illuminate your artwork, to pot 
lights built into a rustic piece of reclaimed wood for 
hanging over your dining table, light fixtures are a 
fun and functional way to create ambiance and show 
off your personality.

Accessorize with high-quality investment pieces. 
Achieve an expensive look by carefully curating  
accessories and decorative items. For example,  
some plump throw pillows and a plush area rug  
can elevate your living room. You can also try  
hanging curtains from ceiling to floor, even if your 
windows are small — this will elongate your walls 
and draw the eye upward. Splurge on custom  
framing to showcase your favourite photographs on 
a gallery wall or floating shelf.

Learn how to achieve the handmade look for less. 
Anything custom-made says luxury because  
it’s uniquely tailored, fitting your style and space  
perfectly. But customizing anything from scratch 
can be prohibitively expensive. Fortunately, there are 
many ways to get the same results on a budget.

For premium and tailored cabinetry in your  
kitchen and bathrooms, try working with Kitch.  
The company specializes in making high-quality 
doors, drawer fronts and accessories for popular  
IKEA systems. The result is fabulous and unique  
cabinetry that’s personalized for your home, style and  
organization needs.

Find more design inspiration at mykitch.ca

www.newscanada.com

(NC) It seems like everyone is making over their home these days,  
from small additions to complete teardowns. Although it sounds pricey,  
there are ways to transform your home while sticking to a budget.  
Here are some renovation tips to help you get started:

Reno tips to  
make your home  
look like an expensive 
custom build

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

(NC) Household appliances like  
your dishwasher, range, washer 
and dryer are essential for making 
everyday life easier. To help get  
the most out of them and avoid  
unnecessary surprise repairs,  
keep the following in mind:

Pay attention to regular maintenance guidelines set 
out by the manufacturer. For example, you may be  
surprised to find that your washing machine tub needs to 
be cleaned regularly. Just like the grimy stains left behind 
on a bathtub, dirty water lags at exiting the drain in your 
washing machine so it winds up drying up and clinging 
to the enclosure. If not cleaned, it can be detrimental to 
the longevity and performance of your washing machine.

Always follow the instructions to prevent unintended 
damage. You may be tempted to scrape off the burnt 

cheese from the bottom of your oven with a sharp metal 
scraper, but this can damage the surface. Instead, the 
instructions usually suggest using a plastic scraper, 
sponge or non-scratch scouring pad to help clean the 
surface without damaging it.

Use an authorized service provider to maintain and  
repair your appliances. Many companies have authorized 
service provider networks of recommended partners  
that know how to care specifically for their machines. 
Brand-recommended partners often receive extensive 

training to diagnose, maintain and repair these appliances.

Look for a flat rate for out-of-warranty support to minimize 
the cost of repairs. For example, LG’s Out of Warranty 
program is a unique and exclusive program that allows 
customers to pay a flat rate for both parts and labour for 
appliances that are considered out of warranty.

Find more information at lg.com/support/warranty. 

www.newscanada.com

Tips for extending the life of your home appliances
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Resort Style
Living

OUR NEXT PHASE OF 65+ INDEPENDENT LIVING SUITES

CONSTRUCTION IS UNDERWAY – ACT NOW

Amazing
Community 

Concert
Hall 

Health &
Wellness

A CAREFREELIFESTYLE IS WAITINGOur next phase of independent living, Park Tower, is now under construction. Book your tour today.  

EXPERIENCE OUR5 STAR DININGYour purchase of a Park Tower suite comes with 500 3-course meals in our elegant dining room.  

EARLY INCENTIVESARE AVAILABLEPurchase by March 1 and receive $10,000 off. Phases 1 & 2 are sold out. Phase 3 is40% sold. Don’t delay.

440 William Graham Drive
Aurora, ON L4G 1X5

905 503 5560

tmoa
sales@tmoa.ca

Fo l l ow us  on  
Facebook

The Meadows of Aurora is a Christian Seniors Lifestyle Community.

1  Not getting a home inspection before closing  
the sale. Once you’ve found the perfect place, it’s  
understandable to want to own it as soon as possible.  
And in a tough market you may be tempted to forego 
due diligence like a home inspection in order to present 
a more attractive bid. But an inspection can pinpoint 
red flags of a future money pit or indicate costly repairs, 
so you can decide before committing to the property.

2  Not taking measures to secure your new property.  
According to a survey by Aviva Canada, one of  
Canada’s leading insurers, most Canadians have  

not implemented additional proactive security  
measures to help protect their homes against events 
like weather catastrophes and home invasions.

Aside from preparedness for fire with items like 
fire alarms and fire extinguishers, less than 25 per 
cent of Canadians have other protective measures 
in place such as home security systems, video  
surveillance and water detection systems. With severe  
weather events and overland water damage being  
the top cause of loss, consider leveraging technology 
 to keep your home safe. You can talk to your broker  

to understand if there are discounts available if  
you have smart devices installed to help protect  
your home.

3  Not changing your address once you move.  
After you’ve made your big purchase, it’s important 
to update your address with all official documents 
such as your health card, driver’s license and auto 
insurance. Not doing so and misrepresenting your 
address to insurance companies can be considered 
fraud and have major consequences down the road.

You could face higher premiums, invalidated coverage  
and cancelled policies, or even be denied future  
coverage. You may think it’s no big deal, but accurate  
information is key for an insurance company to  
accurately assess your risk, and therefore the correct 
coverage and premium.

www.newscanada.com

(NC)One of the outcomes of the 
COVID-19 pandemic has been 
soaring home prices. Many  
first-time buyers across Canada 
are wondering whether now is 
the right time to invest in a home, 
or if they should wait.
But it’s important to carefully think through the 
choice between renting and owning, and to fully  
understand the costs of taking on a mortgage.

Renting and owning can both have benefits. The 
right choice depends on your financial situation, 
priorities and long-term goals.

Owning your home can give you:

1  a feeling of pride that you’ve made an investment, 

2  independence from a landlord’s choices about 
the future of the property, and

3  the ability to make permanent renovations or 
decorate to suit your own tastes.

In comparison, renting can give you:

1  a feeling of independence,

2   the ability to move easily to pursue opportunities, 
such as a new job, and 

3  freedom from the responsibilities of maintaining 
a home.

Remember, while financial calculations are essential 
in any decision to buy a home, many people will find 
that the emotions and values they place on owning 
or renting will influence their choices. Find resources 
to help you understand what each option will cost 
and decide what’s best for you at canada.ca/money.

www.newscanada.com

RENTING  
vs. BUYING  

in the current  
housing market

(NC) Buying a new home is an exciting time but it also includes lots 
of homework and new responsibilities to consider. If you’re not 
careful, you can end up with issues that haunt you for years to 
come. Here are some of the top pitfalls:

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

Top pitfalls to avoid during 
the home buying process
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Call for a FREE Market Evaluation! 905-841-4787 
You Get The “Right Results” With Rocco.

Serving Aurora, Newmarket, East Gwillimbury, King, Stouffville, Richmond Hill & Surrounding Areas

905-841-4787 • www.roccoracioppo.com
List with one of Canada’s Top Producers, 

ranked # 72 in Canada out of approx. 21,000 RE/MAX Agents in 2017.

Rocco Racioppo
BROKER

Rocco Racioppo
REALTRON REALTY INC.
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED BROKERAGE
REALTRON REALTY INC.

Rocco RacioppoRocco Racioppo

LUXURIOUS 20 ACRE TREED ESTATE! $10,900,000
Approx. 20 acres on private treed estate with large pond. 

Two homes both with private pools. Bungaloft is approx. 11,000 sq. ft 
with large terrace overlooking 4-acre pond. Second home is 

approx. 1,900 sq. ft bungalow. Call Rocco today!

UNIQUE OPEN CONCEPT BUNGALOFT! $2,888,000
Unique approx. 3-year-old open concept bungaloft. Approx. 3,400 sq ft plus walk out 
basement. Situated on quiet court. Backing onto ravine with sunny south exposure. 

Approx. $100,000 in landscaping. 8 Car Parking. 9Ft ceilings plus cathedral ceilings. Smooth 
ceilings on main fl oor. 4 Bdrm plan. Open concept kitchen & family. Call Rocco today!

37.6 ACRE PRIVATE TREED ESTATE! $7,500,000
Attention Investors/Developers. Here is an opportunity to own a 37.6 Acre Private Treed 
Estate with a stream running along south border of lot. Approx. 4,000 Sq ft renovated 

bungaloft with 4 bedrooms plus ground fl oor 2-bedroom nanny or in-law fl at with its own 
entrance and inground saltwater pool. In town location in Newmarket. Call Rocco today!

APPROX. 17 ACRE ESTATE! $2,875,000
Approx. 17-acre estate Almost 6,000 sq. ft of luxurious living space 
including fi nished one bedroom basement apt w/separate entrance. 

4 car tandem garage. In-ground saltwater pool & 60’ x 40’ outbuilding. 
Mins to Highway 404. Call Rocco today!

RENOVATED BUNGALOW 2.6 ACRE TREED LOT! $2,158,000
Recently renovated Bungalow with Approx. 3,500 Sq Ft 

of Luxurious Living Space, Situated on Approx. 2.6 Acres private treed lot 
with Seasonal Views of Lake Simcoe. Minutes To Friday Harbour. 

Sauna In Basement. Call Rocco today!

TOTALLY RENOVATED HOME! $1,988,000
Totally renovated home approx. 4,400 sq ft of luxurious living space, 

Including 2-bedroom apartment with separate entrance from garage, 
inground saltwater pool, gazebo, stunning kitchen with island. Quality 
fi nishing’s throughout. Walking distance to Yonge. Call Rocco today!

RENOVATED HOME WITH PREMIUM LOT! $1,899,000
Renovated home (over 5,000 sq ft of luxurious living space). 
Premium private approx. 60x 200 ft treed lot south exposure. 
Mature cedars, trees and fi shpond, minutes to all amenities. 

Hardwood fl oors throughout main fl oor and upper hall. Call Rocco today!

25904 MAPLE BEACH ROAD SOLD FOR $2,850,000
Sold $100,000 over asking in 2 days! 

Call Rocco for a FREE Market Evaluation!

SOLD

BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME! $725,000
Build your own dream home on this 3/4-acre lot minutes to Georgian Mall, 

Highway 400, Springwater Golf Course & Ski Resorts. 4 separate Lots available. 
Lot 7, Lot 10, Lot 12, Lot 14 $725,000 for each Lot. Call Rocco today!

LAND
FOR 
SALE

25 KENNEDY LANE SOLD FOR $2,818,000
Thinking of selling? 

Call Rocco today for a FREE Market Evaluation!

SOLD

24 QUEENSBOROUGH COURT SOLD FOR $2,070,000
Thinking of selling? 

Call Rocco today for a FREE Market Evaluation!

SOLD

20 PHEASANT DRIVE SOLD FOR $1,888,000
Thinking of selling? 

Call Rocco today for a FREE Market Evaluation!

SOLD

(NC)The new year is a great  
opportunity to give your home  
a facelift. So, take advantage  
of the wintertime urge to nest  
by transforming some of your 
favourite rooms. With a few 
creative changes and strategic 
investments, giving your home  
a fresh new look and feel is  
easy and affordable.
FOR THE BEDROOM When it comes to the space 
where you spend at least a third of your life sleeping,  
creating a sense of calm and security is key. Crisp 
new linens or throw pillows in bold or cheerful  
colours can revitalize the whole room. Adding  
candles and new artwork or photographs on the 
walls are simple ways to freshen up the aesthetic 
while showcasing your personality.

FOR THE DINING ROOM Remember how much 
you loved setting a festive table during the holidays?  
Keep this indulgence alive to give your dining room 
an extra oomph, and encourage your family to use 
this space throughout the year. Splurge on some re-
ally nice table linens in colours you love and make 
a fun DIY centrepiece with elements from nature — 
check online for tutorials and ideas.

FOR THE HOME OFFICE After a couple of years 
working remotely, most of our office spaces could 
use an upgrade. Get a new calendar that you’ll love  
looking at, whether it’s photos of dogs or inspira-
tional quotes, and change up your picture frames  
to reflect more recent memories.

Since the key to any office is great electronics,  
consider your current needs. With the right device, 
you can easily take your workstation to another 
room or even outside. Try the LG gram 17” ultra-
lightweight laptop designed to meet the heaviest  
demands of our data-rich world. An immersive 
16:10 display and long-lasting battery life will take 
you through the day.

Wherever you choose to work, take some time 
to make sure your space is set up ergonomically  
and that your chair and monitor are positioned to 
eliminate strain on your eyes, wrists and back.

www.newscanada.com

Home décor tips to 
refresh your space

Sweet 
dreams 
are made of these: 
3 designer tips for  
a dreamy bedroom

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

(NC) Getting a restful night’s sleep isn’t 
just important to our energy, it plays 
a key role in our overall well-being. 
To help you create a bedroom that 
encourages you to rest and relax, 
Sharon Grech, Benjamin Moore 
colour and design expert, shares her 
top tips for a serene space.

MAKE SPACE FOR SWEET DREAMS. If your goal 
is a tranquil bedroom, decluttering is a good place 
to start. “It’s easier to feel calm and relaxed when 
your space is free from clutter,” says Grech. To help  
store your favourite items, consider adding smart 

storage solutions into your space. “Bed frames with 
storage drawers and even using a chest of drawers  
as a nightstand are clever ways to add concealed  
storage to your bedroom.” Once you’ve tucked  
away all the items you need, but don’t need to see, 
out of sight you can focus on highlighting just a few 
favourite pieces for a calming, intentional esthetic.

CHOOSE COLOURS THAT SUIT YOUR MOOD. Whether 
you want a space that gives you a spark to wake up, 
or a bedroom that invites you to cocoon under the 
blankets, there is a colour that can help create the 
ideal ambiance.

“If you want to relax and unwind, consider soft, 
warm colours like Pale Moon OC-108 that are  
often used for cozy and intimate spaces, or cool hues  
like Hint of Violet 2114-60 that create calm, yet  
refreshing atmospheres,” suggests Grech.
Looking for a bedroom that gives you energy to get 

out of bed in the morning? “Deeply saturated paint 
colours such as Mysterious AF-565 or Wild Flower 
2090-40 energize and envelop.”

CONSIDER THE FIFTH WALL. When it comes to  
the bedroom, the ceiling is often overlooked. While 
classic white paint is a perennial favourite, a pop of 
colour on the ceiling enhances a bedroom’s character.

“Contrary to popular belief, painting a ceiling  
with colour can visually expand a room, especially 
with blue that nods to the open skies,” says Grech. 
For professional results at home, she recommends 
Waterborne Ceiling Paint, which dries to a flaw-
less finish so you can transform your bedroom in  
one weekend.

www.newscanada.com
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