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Dear Julien, as we all know,  
housing prices have skyrocketed. 
Therefore, my family and I have 
decided to renovate rather than 
move.  As we started looking  
into the costs of renovating,  
we also see the costs of almost 
everything have gone up.  
Based on your renovation  
experiences do you have any 
tips to help save some money?  
Cheers, British Dave.
HI DAVE – You are right, I do have a lot of renovation  
experience. One of the key attributes that I offer my 
clients is that I run a successful renovation business. 
For clients that are purchasing a new home, I can 
give them advice on the potential of a home as well 
as point out any issues the home may have.  The issues  
could include items that need to be addressed or 
structural limitations that may impact the possible 
renovation.  I also help clients who are remaining in 
their home but want to renovate, by providing them 
with the advice and services they need to keep the 
renovation within budget and, most importantly, add 
to the value of their home.  I have an exclusive list of 
trusted professionals in all sectors that I call upon 
when certain items need to get completed in a timely 
and professional manner for my clients. Either to help 
make their home shine before resale or help get their 
new purchase upgraded to their own tastes.

In terms of cost, Dave, you are correct. The cost of 
renovating has definitely gone up. But, if you are keen 
and shop around a bit you can find some cheaper 
prices. However, this takes up more of your time or 
your contractors’, and I would also use a lot of caution  
when seeking cheaper prices. Another challenge is  
the wait time associated with items needed to do a 
renovation. Supply issues continue to be a problem, 
that can create issues with getting a project finished. 
For example, sometimes you have to wait a while 
to get the colour grout needed to finish a tile job!  
That can mean not being able to use a shower stall.

Due to the increased cost of materials, wait times 
for all these products and the effort it takes to procure,  
plan, and deal with all protocols labour cost of  
renovations has also increased. 

A couple of tips that I would consider as you go 
down this path. To keep costs down, you can choose 

items from less well-known brands for items that 
are easy to replace down the road. This is not a good 
strategy for items that are much more permanent  
and hard to replace.  Let me give you an example of 
what I mean: you can save money on the faucet you 
choose for your bathroom vanity by buying a brand 
that is not very well-known online. But, I would not 
recommend doing the same thing for your shower 
or tub assembly. Faucets are pretty easy to replace,  
however, to replace a tub or valve assembly you would 
need to create a new shower since you’d have to break 
tiles etc.  This, as you can imagine, would be quite 
costly. This approach applies to all areas of the home. 

Dave, renovating a home can be very overwhelming.  
The same as buying or selling a house. If you surround 
yourself with the right people, it can help make the 
process go a lot smoother. 

A lot of what I do for my clients is give them ad-

vice, both in buying and selling a home as well as tips  
on how to renovate and how to help keep costs low.  
If you feel overwhelmed do not hesitate to reach out.  
I am happy to help! 

Julien Laurion AKA Big Tuna is a local 
Real Estate Sale Representative with 

Royal LePage Your Community Realty in Aurora. 
I am a real estate agent who has expertise in both Real 

Estate and Renovations and has been 
involved in this community for over 20 years. 

If you have a question for my monthly article or 
if you are considering buying, selling or leasing a home 

please feel free to call or email me directly 
at (416) 402-5530 or julien@bigtuna.ca or by 

alternatively visiting my website www.bigtuna.ca 
or Facebook page @bigtunarealty

By Julien Laurion 
The Big Tuna of Real Estate 

With a continued shortage of inventory, pricing remains strong across all ranges as we continue into January.  
The forecast into spring looks to a strong selling market, with continued increases in sales prices, driven by pent 
up demand and low inventory. It remains an excellent time to trade in real estate. For Sellers, there is very little  
competition at the moment and a captive audience of Buyers, so an excellent time to consider listing early.  
For Buyers, working with a trusted advisor to get looking early will be prudent to ensure you are ahead of the game.
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Schomberg
Home hardware

Aurora
Home hardware

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How. 

Aurora and Schomberg Home Hardware Serving York Region and Surrounding Areas

Schomberg
Home hardware

17250 Hwy 27, Unit 1
(in the Beer & Liquor Store plaza)

905-939-HOME (4663)
Aurora
Home hardware

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora

905-727-4751

As well as...
Housewares, Hand & Power Tools, Plumbing & Electrical Supplies, Vanities and 
Toilets, Paint & Painting Supplies, Automotive Supplies, Screen & Glass Repair. 
We also feature Giftware & Seasonal items, including Lawn & Garden Supplies.
We also sell lumber and provide next day delivery.

Your Community Hardware Store

JAVA, MIDNIGHT BLUE, 
BERMUDA WHITE, 
LONDON FOG, 
CLASSIC BRANDS ALSO HAS A
WIDE SELECTION OF QUARTZ 
VANITY TOPS & MIRRORS.
24” to 72” sizes available 

Come and see 
the difference

BUY NOWBUY NOW
AND SAVEAND SAVE

CLASSIC BRANDS HANDLES & KNOBS INCLUDED

CLASSIC BRANDS VANITIES 
AVAILABLEBRAND

NEW

We Offer Windows and Doors with Installation 
*Faucet extra

Pictured here 
Sandstone colour 

BRAND NEW COLOURS
SANDSTONE & 
RIVERSTONE
Sizes up to 48” available

If you have sold a home before,  
you likely are aware of the  
stress and pressure that can  
build up throughout the  
selling process, from completing 
cosmetic fix-ups to finding a  
reputable realtor, to finding a  
new home. Depending on the  
state of the current market,  
your house can easily get  
drowned out by competing  
listings and competitively  
priced neighbouring homes. 
The longer a house sits on the market, the least  
likely it will sell for above the asking price. This 
is why we believe it is crucial to hire a trusted,  
reputable, and experienced realtor in selling homes 
that understands what makes a difference in the 
home-selling process. 

The Michele Denniston team has over 20 years  
of collective real estate experience in the King and 
surrounding regions. Since growing our local team 
and opening our Schomberg office, we decided  
to capitalize on a few extra services that support our 
clients and their home selling journey. 

We have offered complimentary home staging  
services for the past few years for all of our clients, 
and here are four reasons why. 

STAGING MAKES YOUR HOME STAND OUT
Today most home buyers start their new home search 
online. This means the first impression they get of 
your home is the pictures posted online, through 
the MLS, Realtor.ca or a similar website. Capturing 
the essence and appeal of your home is much easier 
when your home is professionally staged. Adding 
lush greenery, new textiles and well-placed furniture 
can completely transform the look and feel of your 
space; and this will make your listing stand out from 
competing neighbours and other listings.

STAGING LEADS TO HIGHER OFFERS
Staging your home can get more exposure and  
people interested, leading to possibly creating a  
bidding war. If potential buyers are exceptionally 
drawn and fall in love with your home, they are likely 
to pay over asking; getting you more money in your 
pocket than initially expected. 

STAGING HELPS YOUR HOME SELL FASTER 
A well-staged home allows buyers to better picture 
what moving in and living there will feel like. This is 
highly advantageous to speed up the selling process. 
Instead of a buyer requiring more than one showing  
appointment, professional staging captivates the  
buyers instantly. Investing in design services also 
pushes the buyers to overlook minor issues, ultimately 
speeding up the purchasing process.

STAGING HELPS SHOWCASE DESIGN POTENTIAL 
Many of the sellers we work with believe that  
completely clearing out their space is the best way to 
prepare for selling their home. However, we believe 
that an empty space will do more harm than good. 
Many of the buyers we work with need to see the  
layout of the home with complimentary room  
furnishings as it helps suggest and mentally picture  
what living there will feel like. Staging, when  
properly done, has a “wow” effect on its viewers.  
For those buyers who are not design-oriented,  
staging will help them better picture the space and  
its potential, which leads to more offers for you.

TIPS FROM OUR STAGING PROS 
Our team believes that professional staging services 
are well worth the investment, but we also understand 
that this service is not included with every real estate 
agency. Here are a few key pro tips from our team’s 
staging professionals that you can do yourself! 

1   Remove personal items and family photos  

2   Declutter your spaces 

3   Tidy closets and storage spaces (messy closets 
suggests that the home does not have adequate 
storage space)

4   Neutralize bright colours and walls to appeal to 
the majority of buyers 

5   Consider altering the layout of your furniture to 
create more space and an open-concept 

WORK WITH A REPUTABLE REAL ESTATE TEAM
We understand there are long lists of things to do 
when preparing to sell your home. But we also want 
our clients and residents to understand the advantages  
of hiring a real estate team that offers or promotes 
staging. We believe this additional service is well 
worth our investment as it is key to fostering an 
exceptional and positive home-selling experience 
for the client. These are the reasons why we include 
FREE staging and professional design consultations 
for every client and encourage you to work with an 
agent that offers the same. 

If you are looking to buy or sell in King and surrounding 
areas, give our team a call at (416) 433-8316 for a free 
home estimate, a professional staging consultation  
or discuss your real estate needs with The Michele 
Denniston Team today. 

The Benefits of Staging Your Home: 
IS IT WORTH IT? 

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S
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905.836.1212 | info@KeyAdvantage.ca | www.KeyAdvantage.ca

Sales Representative

SUSIE STROM
Broker

CAROLINE BAILE

Sales Representative
LORRAINE MACDONALD

Broker
SHREEMA TALSANIA

Sales Representative 
MARISSA WHITE

Licensed Client Care Coordinator
MELISSA POURGOUTZIDIS

Broker
LINDSAY STROM

Operarations Manager
KERRI FILLIER

Wonder What YOUR Home is Worth?
 Contact Us TODAY For Your Free Home Analysis Report!

TOGETHER TO SERVE YOU BETTER

11 CARRIAGE WALK, AURORA

SOLD

84 HILLVIEW ROAD, AURORA 
$2,675,000

13 HARRIMAN ROAD, AURORA 

SOLD

We are proud to be the recipient of the Royal LePage 
National Chairman’s Club Award - Top 1 % Nationally for the 7th consecutive year! 

A huge THANK YOU to our clients, colleagues and referral partners 
for putting your trust in us for all your real estate needs. 

Being a part of your real estate journey is something we are very honoured to be 
included in and are proud to deliver professional and personalized service to our community.

13 WENDERLY DRIVE, AURORA
COMING SOON TO MLS

I HAVE QUALIFIED BUYERS FOR PROPERTIES IN KING! 

Direct: 416-418-6683      Office: 905-727-1941
JulianneBoileau@hotmail.com

Time2Buy-Sell.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Julianne BoileauJulianne Boileau

HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD.

Bond Head, Many New homes being built all around!  
Retail with 32 Condo apartments above.

Call me for Details!

2876 COUNTY ROAD 27
'WALTER GEIKIE HOUSE'

VICTORIAN, C. 1854

4240 COUNTY ROAD 88
'QUAINT HOUSE'

GEORGIAN, C. 1865

4324 COUNTY ROAD 88
'THE CLARK SISTERS HOUSE'

GOTHIC REVIVAL, C. 1884

4325 COUNTY ROAD 88
'SIMCOE-WHITESIDE HOTEL'

GEORGIAN, C. 1862

4370 LINE 7
'BRAZEL-CHAMBERS HOUSE'

GEORGIAN, C. 1845

4324 COUNTY ROAD 88
'THE CLARK SISTERS HOUSE'

GOTHIC REVIVAL, C. 1884

CALLING ALL BUILDERS/INVESTORS

(NC) When we decorate our homes,  
we tend to focus on what we can see. 
Aesthetics are important, but what 
about the rest of our senses?  
If you want to transform your space 
with décor that engages more than  
just sight, start with these tips from 
celebrity designer Amanda Aerin.
CHANGE YOUR SPACE WITH COLOUR AND SCENT
Use colour and scent to improve the overall feeling of 
a room. Incorporate tones that make you feel happy,  
along with a fresh and uplifting scent.

“Scent plays an important role in creating a room that 
beckons you to come, sit, and stay awhile,” explains Aerin. 

“Try using Febreze Unstopables Touch fabric spray on  
all those soft surfaces you like to touch and feel — from 
your couch to your bed. The scent is touch activated,  
so cozy up to your favourite pillow or throw for a burst of 
long-lasting freshness.”

SET THE MOOD WITH SOUND AND TEXTURE
Nothing transforms your home’s atmosphere quite like 
music. The right type of music can boost your mood or 
help you unwind, so throw on your favourite playlist or  
the calming sounds of nature and watch how quickly the 
ambience changes.

Continue with your sensory design by including touchable  
textures. Choose objects that will bring warmth and depth 
to your surroundings, and that also feel wonderful to touch 
like a velvet sofa, wool blanket, textured rug or fur pillow.  
These are the things that make a room feel warm, inviting 
and complete.

www.newscanada.com

3 EXPERT
HOME 
DÉCOR

TIPS AND TRENDS 
FOR 2022

(NC) If there’s ever a perfect 
moment to refresh your 
home, it’s at the start of a 
new year. Now is the time  
to reimagine your space  
with a fresh look that brings 
you joy. Whatever you’re 
envisioning, look to these 
expert décor tips and trends 
from celebrity designer 
Amanda Aerin.
BE BOLD
Looking for ways to upgrade your space and make 
a statement? Aerin recommends incorporating 
more colour and patterns into your home decor. 
This year’s popular shades will be saturated, bold 
and uplifting, so don’t be afraid to switch things up 
and step out of your comfort zone.

CURATE YOUR LOOK
Aerin says curated home décor is hot on the trend 
list for 2022. Dress your space with a mix of old and 
new, incorporating vintage finds, travel treasures or 
family mementos.

“My approach to design is to create concepts that 
are visually stimulating, tactile and invoke feelings 
of happiness and relaxation,” says Aerin.

MIX PATTERNS LIKE A PRO
Mixing and matching geometrics with florals is an-
other hot 2022 trend in home décor. Start by choos-
ing your patterned fabric first, then pull accent co-
lours from there for a professional look.

“Mixing and matching colourful patterns and fabrics 
is the perfect way to add texture to a space. To add 
more depth to a room and to keep my fabrics fresh, 
I love Febreze Unstopables Touch fabric spray. The 
scent is touch activated, so every time I fluff my mix 
and match pillows, sit on my upholstered furniture or 
pull open my curtains, I get a burst of freshness for 
the perfect finishing touch.”

Find more information at febreze.com.

www.newscanada.com

     How to decorate for your senses

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S
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 Are you ready to List?
Give me a call. Dir. 416-990-0832

619 morning view Lane., 
Midland

48 Linacre dr.,
Richmond hill

SUPPLY IS AT ALL-TIME LOWS 
There has never been a better time to list your home for sale. 

Please call me for a market analysis

Happy New Year

Direct 289.221.1481 Office 905.727.3154 kellyburt@royallepage.ca

(NC) With the average Canadian 
home costing nearly $1 million  
dollars in many cities, buying  
a house is one of the biggest  
purchases you’ll ever make.  
Before making an offer,  
keep in mind that the cost of  
home ownership doesn’t stop  
when you unlock the front door.

From regular maintenance, utilities and insurance, to 
unexpected emergency repairs, it’s important to take 
into consideration all of the hidden costs that might 
arise. While some are unavoidable, there are ways  
to reduce expenses or prevent them altogether by  
following a few simple tips:

CREATE AN EMERGENCY FUND.
To better prepare for and manage unforeseen costs, 
create an emergency fund. Many experts agree that 
having three months’ worth of your salary saved is 
the best back up plan to tap into if a pipe bursts or a 
rainstorm reveals a leaky roof.

PAY ATTENTION TO PRODUCT WARRANTIES. 
A recent survey shows that 60 per cent of Canadians  
consider a company’s warranty program when  
making a purchase decision — and for good reason.  
A solid warranty program can save you money in the 
long term.
When researching appliances and electronics,  
look for those that have extended warranties and 

out-of-warranty programs. For example, LG offers  
a 10-year limited warranty on appliances, as well  
as an Out of Warranty program with a flat rate for 
labour and parts.

DON’T TAKE SHORTCUTS. 
If a service or repair quote seems too good to be 
true, it likely is. It’s important to always look for a  

manufacturer-approved and authorized service  
provider to repair home appliances or electronics.  
If the service provider isn’t skilled in repairing  
your specific product, you run the risk of further 
damaging the item.

Find more information at lgoutofwarranty.ca. 
www.newscanada.com

Avoiding the  
hidden costs  
of home  
ownership

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S
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32 Award Winning Years
National Chairman’s Club
Top 1% in Canada*

Direct: 416-618-1714  
www.monicastohr.com

Fabulous 5 bedroom split level with large addition featuring a huge main fl oor primary suite with 
walk-out and another huge 2nd fl oor primary suite! Renovated open concept kitchen, large family 
dining room, 3.5 renovated baths, fi nished lower level with above grade windows with and an 
abundance of storage space. Central location in Aurora Village with walk to Yonge Street and schools. 
First time offered at  $1,288,000

5 BDRM WITH 2 PRIMARY SUITES

32 Award Winning Years
National Chairman’s Club
Top 1% in Canada*

2017-2019

14799 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario, L4G 1N1

Direct: 416-618-1714 
www.monicastohr.com
*As per gross closed commissions 2019 from Royal LePage Services Corp.

Monica StohrMonica Stohr
Sales Representative

For Insider Tips Visit: 
HelenAvraamNeo.com  

� inking of Buying 
or Selling Your Home?

Call Direct: 416-587-3415
Email: HelenAvraamNeo@RoyalLePage.ca

Sales Representative, SRES

Helen
(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES

Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

Avraam Neophytou 

Helen
(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES

Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

ROYAL LEPAGE CONNECT REALTY, BROKERAGE  

Neophytou 
905-251-8130

Paul

A Return  
to 'Normal'? 
The State of Real Estate in 2022

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

Last year was one for the real estate history books.  
The pandemic helped usher in a buying frenzy that led 
to a record number of home sales and a historically-
high rate of appreciation, as prices soared by a national  
average of 19.9% year over year, according to the  
Canadian Real Estate Association.1

There were signs in the second quarter that the red-
hot housing market was beginning to simmer down. 
In June, the pace of sales slowed while the average sales 
price dipped 5.5% below the springtime peak.2

But just when the market seemed to be cooling, 
home prices and sales volume ticked up again in the 
fall, leading the Royal Bank of Canada to speculate: 
“Canada’s housing market run has more in the tank.”3

So what’s ahead for the Canadian real estate market  
in 2022? Here’s where industry experts predict the 
market is headed in the coming year.

MORTGAGE RATES WILL CREEP UP
The Bank of Canada has signalled that it plans to 

begin raising interest rates in the “middle quarters” of 
this year.4 What does that mean for mortgage rates?

Expect higher variable mortgage rates to come.  
In fact, according to industry trade blog Canadian 
Mortgage Trends, some lenders have already begun  
raising their variable rates in preparation. And  
according to the site, “Current market forecasts show 
the Bank of Canada on track for seven quarter-point  
(25 bps) rate hikes by the end of 2023, with Scotiabank 
expecting eight rate hikes.”5

Since September, fixed mortgage rates — which 
follow the 5-year Bank of Canada bond yield — have 
also been climbing.5 Fortunately, economists believe 
the housing sector is well-positioned to absorb these 
higher interest rates.

Derek Holt, Scotiabank vice president and head of 
capital markets economics, told Canadian Mortgage  
Professional magazine in November, “The large increase 
in cash balances that occurred over the pandemic  
combined with the record-high amount of home equity 
on Canadian balance sheets, to me, paints a picture 
of a household sector that can manage the rate shock 
we’re likely to get.”4

What does it mean for you? Low mortgage rates 
can reduce your monthly payment, make it easier to 
qualify for a mortgage, and make homeownership 
more affordable. Fortunately, there’s still time to take 
advantage of historically low rates. We’d be happy  
to connect you with a trusted lending professional in 
our network.

VOLUME OF SALES WILL DECREASE
A record number of homes were sold in Canada last 

year. The Canadian Real Estate Association estimates 
that 656,300 home purchases took place, which is an 
18.8% increase over 2020.6 So, it’s no surprise that the 
pace of sales would eventually slow.

The association predicts that, nationally, the number  
of home sales will fall by 12.1% in 2022, which would 
still make 2022 the second-best year on record.1

It attributes this relative slowdown to affordability 
challenges and a lack of inventory but expects sales  
volume to remain high by historical standards. “Limited  
supply and higher prices are expected to tap the 
brakes on activity in 2022 compared to 2021, although 
increased churn in resale markets resulting from the 
COVID-related shake-up to so many people’s lives 
may continue to boost activity above what was normal 
before COVID-19.”6

What does it mean for you? The frenzied market  
we experienced last year required a drop-everything 
commitment from many of our clients, so a slower 
pace of sales should be a welcome relief. However, 
buyers should still be prepared to compete for the best 
properties. We can help you craft a compelling offer 
without compromising your best interests.

THE MARKET WILL BECOME MORE BALANCED
In 2021, we experienced one of the most competitive 

real estate markets ever. Fears about the virus, a shift to 
remote work, and economic stimulus triggered a huge 
uptick in demand. At the same time, many existing  
homeowners delayed their plans to sell, and supply 
and labour shortages hindered new construction.

This led to an extreme market imbalance that  
benefitted sellers and frustrated buyers. According to 

Abhilasha Singh, an economist at Moody’s Analytics, 
“almost all indicators of housing market activity shot 
through the roof.” But, she continued, “The housing 
market is now showing signs of returning to earth.”7

The Royal Bank of Canada expects to see demand 
soften gradually as rising prices and interest rates  
push the cost of homeownership out of reach for  
many would-be buyers.3 And while the supply of 
available homes continues to remain low, according  
to Singh, “the pace of building in Canada remains  
elevated compared with historical averages thanks  
to low-interest rates.”7

What does it mean for you? If you struggled to 
buy a home last year, there may be some relief on the  
horizon. Softening demand could make it easier to  
finally secure the home of your dreams. If you’re a 
seller, it’s still a great time to cash out your big equity 
gains! And with less competition and a slower pace 
of sales, you’ll have an easier time finding your next 
home. Reach out for a free consultation, so we can  
discuss your specific needs and goals.

HOME PRICES ARE LIKELY TO KEEP CLIMBING,  
BUT AT A SLOWER PACE

Nationwide, home prices rose an average of 19.9% 
in 2021. But the rate of appreciation is expected to slow 
down in 2022. The Canadian Real Estate Association 
forecasts that the national average home price will  
increase by 5.6% to $718,000 in 2022.6

Singh of Moody’s Analytics agrees that price growth 
will slow this year and could “reach a near standstill  
in late 2022 but avoid any significant contractions.”7

However, some experts caution against a “wait and 
see” mentality for buyers. “Affordability is unlikely to 
improve [this] year as prices should march higher, 
even as interest rates creep upwards as well,” Rishi  
Sondhi, an economist at TD Economics, told Reuters. 
“We think rate hikes will weigh on, but not upend,  
demand, as the macro backdrop should remain  
supportive for sales.”8

What does it mean for you? If you’re a buyer who 
has been waiting on the sidelines for home prices to 
drop, you may be out of luck. Even if home prices  

dip slightly (and most economists expect them to rise) 
any savings are likely to be offset by higher mortgage 
rates. The good news is that decreased competition 
means more choice and less likelihood of a bidding 
war. We can help you get the most for your money in 
today’s market.

WE’RE HERE TO GUIDE YOU
While national real estate numbers and predictions 

can provide a “big picture” outlook for the year, real  
estate is local. And as local market experts, we can 
guide you through the ins and outs of our market and 
the local issues that are likely to drive home values in 
your particular neighbourhood.

If you’re considering buying or selling a home in 
2022, contact us now to schedule a free consultation. 
We’ll work with you to develop an action plan to meet 
your real estate goals this year.

– Submitted by  
Helen Avraam Neophytou 

 & Paul Neophytou
Royal LePage Connect Realty, Brokerage

HelenAvraamNeo.com  |  416-587-3415

* Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract.  

SOURCES:
1. Toronto Sun - https://torontosun.com/life/homes/real-estate-market-on-track-to-break-records

2. National Post - https://nationalpost.com/life/homes/the-great-real-estate-cool-down-has-come

3. Royal Bank of Canada - https://thoughtleadership.rbc.com/canadas-housing-market-run-has-more-in-
the-tank/

4. Canadian Mortgage Professional Magazine -
https://www.mpamag.com/ca/mortgage-industry/industry-trends/how-likely-is-a-canada-housing-crash/315742

5. Canadian Mortgage Trends -
https://www.canadianmortgagetrends.com/2021/11/fixed-rate-increases-costing-todays-homebuyers-over-
10000-more-in-interest/

6. Canadian Real Estate Association -
https://www.crea.ca/housing-market-stats/quarterly-forecasts/

7. Moody’s Analytics -
https://www.moodysanalytics.com/-/media/article/2021/10-canada-housing-market-outlook.pdf

8. Reuters -
https://www.reuters.com/article/canada-property-poll-idCAKBN2IM06V
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RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

(NC) Home makeovers often start 
in the rooms where we spend 
the most time. As the heart of 
the home, the kitchen is often at 
the top of the list. Meanwhile, the 
bathroom is a popular space for 
renovating because it gives us a 
chance to refresh and escape. 
Transform these two rooms by 
following these tips:

FOCUS ON FIXTURES. 
Trying to stick to a budget? Replacing faucets and 
fixtures is a relatively inexpensive project that can 
have a major impact on the overall look and feel of 
the space. Whether it’s shiny chrome, stainless steel 
or architectural black, swapping out the fixtures in 
your sink and bathtub is an easy way to completely 
change the personality of your bathroom or kitchen.

ENHANCE YOUR CABINETRY.
You open and close your cabinets and drawers  
multiple times a day, so investing in quality makes 
sense. But custom cabinetry can be very expensive. 

A great compromise is choosing affordable models  
from IKEA and upgrading them. Try revamping  
them with Kitch, a company that specializes in mak-
ing cabinet doors and components for popular IKEA 

cabinets and vanities. The result lets you enjoy the 
beauty and functionality of premium cabinetry at a 
fraction of the cost.

SPLURGE STRATEGICALLY. 
While there are many improvements you can DIY or 
skimp on, a few smart splurges can turn a nice room 
into a beautiful one and elevate the finished look. In 
the kitchen, the backsplash tiles are a good item to 
spend on, as they only need to cover a small section 
of wall but can add eye-popping colour and style. In 
the bathroom, good lighting is essential so splurge 
on a modern vanity light, sconce or pendant lamp.

Find more design inspiration at mykitch.ca

www.newscanada.com

(NC) One of the largest financial 
commitments in life is buying 
a home. Most spend 20 to 25 
years paying off their mortgage 
and creating plans to efficiently 
clear debt, but life is full of 
unknowns. What happens if 
you were to suddenly die or 
become critically ill?
Throughout the pandemic, Canadians spent a lot of 
time in their homes. We all know how valuable this 
space is, so why not continue to protect it?

TD Mortgage Protection is optional creditors group 
insurance that can help homeowners prepare for 
the unexpected. It’s designed to help you or your 
loved ones by paying down the outstanding bal-
ance of your mortgage in the event of an unex-
pected death, covered terminal illness or accidental 
dismemberment. You may have the option to also 
apply for critical illness insurance, which provides 
coverage if you are diagnosed with life-threatening 
cancer, acute heart attack or stroke.

“Being a homeowner can feel daunting, that’s why 
we have specialists ready to chat about mortgage 
protection insurance to help you feel prepared for 
the unexpected,” explains Shirley Malloy, vice presi-
dent at TD Insurance. “A lot of our customers tell 
us that they’re looking for ways to feel confident 
that at the end of the day their outstanding mort-
gage could be paid or reduced in case of a covered 
health event.”

Find more information at td.com.

www.newscanada.com

How to be  
confident that you 
have coverage as  

a homeowner

Simple solutions 
to revamp  your kitchen and bathroom
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Call for a FREE Market Evaluation! 905-841-4787 
You Get The “Right Results” With Rocco.

Serving Aurora, Newmarket, East Gwillimbury, King, Stouffville, Richmond Hill & Surrounding Areas

905-841-4787 • www.roccoracioppo.com
List with one of Canada’s Top Producers, 

ranked # 72 in Canada out of approx. 21,000 RE/MAX Agents in 2017.

Rocco Racioppo
BROKER

Rocco Racioppo
REALTRON REALTY INC.
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED BROKERAGE
REALTRON REALTY INC.

Rocco RacioppoRocco Racioppo

LUXURIOUS 20 ACRE TREED ESTATE! $10,900,000
Description: Approx. 20 acres on private treed estate with large pond. 
Two homes both with private pools. Bungaloft is approx. 11,000 sq. ft 

with large terrace overlooking 4-acre pond. Second home is 
approx. 1,900 sq. ft bungalow. Call Rocco today!

UNIQUE OPEN CONCEPT BUNGALOFT! $2,888,000
Unique approx. 3-year-old open concept bungaloft. Approx. 3,400 sq ft plus walk out 
basement. Situated on quiet court. Backing onto ravine with sunny south exposure. 

Approx. $100,000 in landscaping. 8 Car Parking. 9Ft ceilings plus cathedral ceilings. Smooth 
ceilings on main fl oor. 4 Bdrm plan. Open concept kitchen & family. Call Rocco today!

25 KENNEDY LANE SOLD FOR $2,818,000
Thinking of selling? 

Call Rocco today for a FREE Market Evaluation!

SOLD

37.6 ACRE PRIVATE TREED ESTATE! $7,500,000
Attention Investors/Developers. Here is an opportunity to own a 37.6 Acre Private Treed 
Estate with a stream running along south border of lot. Approx. 4,000 Sq ft renovated 

bungaloft with 4 bedrooms plus ground fl oor 2-bedroom nanny or in-law fl at with its own 
entrance and inground saltwater pool. In town location in Newmarket. Call Rocco today!

APPROX. 17 ACRE ESTATE! $2,875,000
Approx. 17-acre estate Almost 6,000 sq. ft of luxurious living space 
including fi nished one bedroom basement apt w/separate entrance. 

4 car tandem garage. In-ground saltwater pool & 60’ x 40’ outbuilding. 
Mins to Highway 404. Call Rocco today!

RENOVATED BUNGALOW 2.6 ACRE TREED LOT! $2,158,000
Recently renovated Bungalow with Approx. 3,500 Sq Ft of 

Luxurious Living Space, Situated on Approx. 2.6 Acres private 
treed lot with Seasonal Views of Lake Simcoe. 

Minutes To Friday Harbour. Sauna In Basement. Call Rocco today!

TOTALLY RENOVATED HOME! $1,988,000
Totally renovated home approx. 4,400 sq ft of luxurious living space,

 Including 2-bedroom apartment with separate entrance from garage, 
inground saltwater pool, gazebo, stunning kitchen with island. 

Quality fi nishings throughout. Walking distance to Yonge. Call Rocco today!

BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME! $725,000
Build your own dream home on this 3/4-acre lot minutes to Georgian Mall, 

Highway 400, Springwater Golf Course & Ski Resorts. 4 separate Lots available. 
Lot 7, Lot 10, Lot 12, Lot 14 $725,000 for each Lot. Call Rocco today!

LAND
FOR 
SALE

25904 MAPLE BEACH ROAD SOLD FOR $2,850,000
Sold $100,000 over asking in 2 days!

 Call Rocco for a FREE Market Evaluation!

SOLD

24 QUEENSBOROUGH COURT SOLD FOR $2,070,000
Thinking of selling? 

Call Rocco today for a FREE Market Evaluation!

SOLD

20 PHEASANT DRIVE SOLD FOR $1,888,000
Thinking of selling? 

Call Rocco today for a FREE Market Evaluation!

SOLD

1128 QUAKER TRAIL SOLD FOR $1,623,000
Sold over asking! 

Call Rocco for a FREE Market Evaluation!

SOLD

To help you incorporate texture like a pro, follow 
these tips from celebrity designer Amanda Aerin.

REMEMBER TO CREATE AMBIANCE
“Making beautiful spaces is about more than  
furniture. For me, it’s important to address the feeling  
a client wants in a space to create a room filled with 
happiness and relaxation,” says Aerin. “Including  
texture in a space creates a more welcoming feeling.”

Choose the mood you want to curate and add items 
that make you feel that way, whether it’s a chunky 
knit blanket or a macrame pillow.

DON’T BE AFRAID TO MIX AND MATCH MATERIALS
Try adding cozy throws, knotted area rugs or woven  
window coverings for a lavish look. Aerin also  
suggests adding pieces that are both functional and 
visually interesting. For example, using a texture 
like velvet on a chair in your bedroom creates the 
perfect spot to wind down in the evenings.

Keep these materials smelling fresh and ready to 
cozy up to with Febreze Unstopables Touch fabric 
spray. “It’s touch activated so you’ll get a burst of 
fresh scent every time you sit down,” explains Aerin.

INCORPORATE DIFFERENT TEXTURAL  
ELEMENTS IN EACH ROOM
Textured wallpaper, embossed with any pattern or 
design, is one of the easiest ways to create a polished 
room. Texture can also be added to your dining 
room by using softly upholstered chairs to bring a 
look of refined opulence to the space.

www.newscanada.com

Barristers & Solicitors
Margaret Black    Professional Corporation

Experience and Integrity
You Can Trust

King City, Vaughan, and
New Tecumseth, Ontario

Tel: 905-833-9090
Fax: 905-833-9091

Email: info@blacklawof�ice.ca

Real Estate Transactions
Corporate ❖ Wills ❖ Estates

Probate ❖ Family ❖ Immigration

www.blacklawoffi ce.ca

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

(NC) When it comes to home décor, there’s one element that  
many people unknowingly neglect: texture. Adding texture  
essentially means layering a variety of materials, colours  
and textiles to create visual interest — and it’s key for creating  
a finished and lived-in look.

How to decorate 
with texture and scent
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