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3185 16TH SIDEROAD, KING
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COMING SOON TO SHARON!!

Wonderful 4 bedroom Executive home  on almost 1/2 acre 
with inground pool & 3 car garage!!  Great fl oorplan - open 
concept living/diningrooms, family room w/fi replace off kitchen 
which walks out to huge deck & pool!  Rec. room w/fi replace & 
offi ce in basement too! Fabulous location minutes to Cinemas, 
restaurants, GO train, & shops!

$1,598,000

NEW EXCLUSIVE LISTING IN SHARON!!

Just listed exclusively with Anita, call today to view this gorgeous 
4 bedroom Executive home on almost 1/2 acre lot!  Spectacular 
landscaping, mature trees for privacy and stunning backyard oasis 
complete with pool and also hookup for hot tub!!  3 car garage, 
beautiful modern eat-in kitchen, reno’d bathrooms, rec room, very 
spacious family room and so much more!

Opportunity knocks!  Fabulous 5.67 acre property in the heart of East 
Gwillimbury Minutes to amenities, with a beautiful Executive 2 storey, 
4 bedroom, 3 bathroom home with stunning reno’d kitchen, open concept 
living/dining rooms, family rm w/fi replace!  Bsmt partially fi nished with 
walkup to 2 car garage!  Amazing lot partly cleared and beautifully 
forested! Minutes to everything! Call Anita today for private viewing!

RARE ACREAGE LISTING IN HOLLAND LANDING!

SOLD
SOLD

Hi Julien, I chatted with you briefly at 
Rib Fest, and I thought I would take 
you up on your offer I would ask you 
an ‘official’ question.  There was a 
news piece on television recently 
that discussed conditional clauses 
and general clauses when buying a 
home.  I am still renting and thinking 
about taking the jump, I am confused. 
Can you clear this up for me?  
Sincerely, British Dave 
HI BRITISH DAVE, this question is exactly why it is best 
to use a Realtor when purchasing a home. A conditional  
clause is that the seller of the home accepts that the  
offer to purchase the home is conditional on a situation. 
Should the seller or buyer not meet that condition, the 
buyer or seller has the option to opt out. Conditional 
clauses are typically used to cover things like financing  
and other key factors that can affect purchasing  
the home.

For example, a conditional clause would read 
like this: “THIS OFFER IS CONDITIONAL upon 
the Buyer arranging, at the Buyer’s own expense,  
satisfactory financing and home insurance. Unless the 
Buyer gives notice in writing delivered to the Seller  
personally or in accordance with any other provisions 
for the delivery of notice in this Agreement of Purchase 
and Sale or any Schedule thereto not later than 6 p.m.  
on the 5th business day following acceptance of this 

agreement… that this condition is fulfilled, this Offer 
shall be null and void and the deposit shall be returned 
to the Buyer in full without deduction or delay…”

 So in summary, this condition allows the buyer five 
business days to find satisfactory home financing and 
insurance. Should they not be able to do so, they have 
the option to walk away.

 A general clause typically refers to something minor 
you would like done by the seller in the contract. Should 
they not do so, it does not give you the option to walk 
away necessarily, but the seller could potentially be at 
fault and could face financial penalties.  

 An example of a general clause would read like: “The 
Seller agrees to leave the premises, including the floors, 
in a clean and broom swept condition and to remove 
all garbage, debris and personal belongings from the 

property on or before closing. Should the buyer have to 
remove any such debris from the home the seller will 
reimburse the buyer’s cost of doing so immediately.”

 Simply put, the seller agrees that they will leave the 
home in clean and good condition when they move out.  
Should the buyer have to do so, the seller will have to 
reimburse the buyer for the cost of removing what was 
left in the home.

 Conditional clauses and general clauses are to  
protect both the buyer and seller. It puts everything 
out on the table, so there are no misunderstandings. 
It is very important to work with a Realtor like myself 
the help navigate those legal waters. If you want to chat 
more, do not hesitate to reach out.

Finally, I wanted to thank all my clients!  My family  
and I are truly thankful for your trust and business.   

To all of Aurora and King City, eat up and enjoy  
this family time, we have all worked very hard for  
this moment! 

Happy Thanksgiving

Julien Laurion AKA Big Tuna is a local 
Real Estate Sale Representative with 

Royal LePage Your Community Realty in Aurora. 
I am a real estate agent who has expertise in both 

Real Estate and Renovations and has been 
involved in this community for over 20 years. 

If you have a question for my monthly article or 
if you are considering buying, selling or leasing a 
home please feel free to call or email me directly 

at (416) 402-5530 or julien@bigtuna.ca or by 
alternatively visiting my website www.bigtuna.ca 

or Facebook page @bigtunarealty

By Julien Laurion 
The Big Tuna of Real Estate 
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What’s the condition 
of your condition?

(NC) A harsh Canadian winter is just around the  
corner. If you’re a homeowner, that means it’s prime  
time to start getting your home ready for cooler weather. 
Be sure to inspect these areas inside and outside to  
keep your home in tip-top shape through the season:

DRIVEWAY AND PORCH 
Take some time to repair any cracks that may have  
appeared in your walkways, steps and driveway. Filling 
in these gaps will help prevent additional damage from  
rain and harsh weather.

WALLS AND EXTERIOR FINISHES
Look out for peeling paint and cracks in the exterior  
— these are common signs of water damage. Repairing  
any flaws by repainting, caulking and sealing cracks  
will help prevent further damage and help retain heat in 
your home.

ROOF AND GUTTERS
It’s a good idea to have a professional inspect your roof 
for missing or loose shingles — you’ll want to make sure 
it’s up to par and ready for the season ahead. It’s also 
important to take a look at your gutters and downspouts  
and replace any old or damaged parts. Be sure to 
clear out any debris that may block the flow of water 
away from your home, as congested gutters can cause 
water to overflow onto the ground, possibly leading to  
water damage.

SMOKE AND CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS 
Check to make sure your smoke and carbon monoxide 
detectors are working properly. The turn of the season is 
a great reminder to replace old batteries, test functionality 
and give them a quick clean. Preventative maintenance 
is key, but some mishaps aren’t avoidable. Be prepared 
for the unexpected with a home insurance policy from 
Onlia that covers your bases. Get a quote at onlia.ca.

www.newscanada.com

FALL HOME 
maintenance checklist



Foliage and football might be two things people  
instantly associate with fall, but there’s more to 
this beloved season than brightly coloured leaves 

and action on the gridiron.
Gardeners know that spring is an ideal time to plan 

and plant their favourite flowers and most flavorful 
fruits and vegetables. However, seasoned gardeners 
know that gardening is a year-round commitment. 
Pruning is one of the keys to keeping perennials  
coming back for years to come, and fall is an ideal time 
to take on this important task.

Pruning perennials in the fall is not a one-size-fits-
all endeavour. According to the Old Farmers Almanac,  
some perennials can be cut down after the first  
killing frost, while others can be left to benefit wildlife,  
including birds and insects. Understanding pruning  
and when to do it this fall can help gardeners lay a 
strong foundation for their gardens that will benefit 
them next spring.

WHY SHOULD SOME PERENNIALS BE PRUNED?
The College of Agricultural Sciences at Pennsylvania  

State University notes that perennials that have  
become diseased or infested with insects are pruned 
to prevent those problems from resurfacing in the 

spring. In addition, according to the Old Farmers  
Almanac, many herbaceous perennials have old  
foliage and dying stems after several hard frosts. If 
dead foliage or dying stems arent pruned, disease, 
slugs and other pests can overwinter in the plants.  
Cutting these plants down to the ground after several  
hard frosts allows the base of the plant to remain  
dormant over the winter but makes the plants less  
hospitable to disease and insects.

WHICH PERENNIALS SHOULD I PRUNE?
The first step to pruning perennials is to recognize 

which need to be pruned and which can be left intact  
for the winter. The Old Farmers Almanac notes that 
bee balm and phlox are prone to powdery mildew 
and should be cut back once they’re gone. Hostas  
harbour slug eggs, so they, too, should be pruned  
after a hard frost. Hosta leaves that have fallen on 
the ground should be removed as well. There’s no 
need to cut back certain perennials if they’re healthy.  
For example, hardy geraniums do not require pruning  
in the fall, and Penn State Extension notes that  
hardy perennials like garden mums are more likely  
to survive a cold winter if they’re left intact. That’s  
because the tops of such plants will collect leaves and 

snow for insulation and moisture throughout winter.  
Gardeners who are unsure about fall pruning  
can speak with their local gardening center for  
additional advice regarding which plants to cut back 
before winter.

WHEN TO PRUNE PERENNIALS
Gardeners need not rush to prune perennials in 

the fall. Diseased or infested plants can be pruned at 

the first sight of disease or infestation, but gardeners 
can wait until several hard frosts have occurred before 
they prune healthy perennials. In gardening parlance, 
a hard frost refers to when temperatures drop below 
-2C. Several hard frosts kill the uppermost growth  
of most perennials, making this an ideal time to  
prune them.

Pruning perennials in fall can be the first step  
toward creating an awe-inspiring spring garden. 

Schomberg
Home hardware

Aurora
Home hardware

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How. 

Aurora and Schomberg Home Hardware Serving York Region and Surrounding Areas

Schomberg
Home hardware

17250 Hwy 27, Unit 1
(in the Beer & Liquor Store plaza)

905-939-HOME (4663)
Aurora
Home hardware

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora
905-727-4751

As well as...
Housewares, Hand & Power Tools, Plumbing & Electrical 
Supplies, Vanities and Toilets, Paint & Painting Supplies, 
Automotive Supplies, Screen & Glass Repair. 
We also feature Giftware & Seasonal items, 
including Lawn & Garden Supplies.
We also sell lumber and provide next day delivery.

Your Community Hardware Store

JAVA, MIDNIGHT BLUE,
BERMUDA WHITE &
LONDON FOG
CLASSIC BRANDS ALSO HAS A 
WIDE SELECTION OF QUARTZ 
VANITY TOPS & MIRRORS.
24” to 72” sizes available

Come and see 
the difference

BUY NOW
AND SAVE

CLASSIC BRANDS VANITIES 
AVAILABLEBRAND

NEW
JAVA,

MIDNIGHT BLUE,
BERMUDA WHITE
& LONDON FOG

COLOURS

BRAND NEW COLOURS

We Offer Windows and Doors with Installation 
CLASSIC BRANDS HANDLES & KNOBS INCLUDED *Faucet extra

Pictured here 
New Bermuda White Colour 
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Pre-winter perennial 
pruning pointers 

PREPARING A PROPERTY for winter involves putting 
away lawn furniture, raking leaves and removing any annual  
plants that have shrivelled up and spent the last of their  
energy. It can be tempting to want to clean up completely and 
leave a blank slate in the yard. But by doing so, you may be 
robbing wildlife of the resources they need to overwinter.

The nature and conservation resource In Habitat says 
plants and animals depend on one another to survive. During 
the winter, animals may struggle to find adequate shelter and 
food, especially when there is a lack of sufficient plant matter 
available. In turn, these animals may actually take up home in 
people's residences, turning into pests in the process. Bats, 
field mice and even opossums and raccoons may move 
indoors into attics or basements, leaving behind waste and 
damage if they can't find adequate shelter outdoors. 

Homeowners concerned about potential pest infestations 
can take steps to ensure animals have places to bed down 
and escape the cold in their yards this winter. These tips can 
help local wildlife when the temperatures dip.

Leave parts of the yard wild. Animals can make a nest in 
leaves or piles of brushwood. Just make sure piles left out are 

away from the home so curious critters don't try to get inside. 
Leave the task of tidying up shrubs and garden borders until 
spring, as shrubs can be dense areas to hide for both insects 
and animals. 

Consider planting animal food sources prior to winter. 
Plants like elderberry, holly, mulberry, sumac, and crabapple 
will grow in colder months and animals can enjoy them as a 
vital food staple. 

Don't forget water sources. Provide access to fresh water 
and replace as needed if the water freezes. For homeowners 
with fish ponds in their backyards, use a hot pot to melt a hole 
in the top of the pond and allow gases that have accumulated 
underneath to escape. This allows oxygen to reach fish and 
frogs in the pond.

Leave bird, squirrel or bat houses in the yard. This is a 
fun and crafty project that can ward off winter boredom while 
also providing a safe place for local wildlife to shelter in winter.

Animals and insects need some extra help staying  
comfortable when cool temperatures arrive. Leaving some 
clean-up tasks for the spring ensures that there are plenty of 
backyard habitats available to local wildlife. 

Establish winter habitats for backyard animals 



905.836.1212 | info@KeyAdvantage.ca | www.KeyAdvantage.ca

Sales Representative

SUSIE STROM
Broker

CAROLINE BAILE

Sales Representative
LORRAINE MACDONALD

Broker
SHREEMA TALSANIA

Sales Representative 
MARISSA WHITE

Client Care Coordinator
LESLIE JENNINGS

Broker
LINDSAY STROM

Operarations Manager
KERRI FILLIER

Wonder What YOUR Home is Worth?
 Contact Us TODAY For Your Free Home Analysis Report!

TOGETHER TO SERVE YOU BETTER

783 HOLLANDER ROAD, NEWMARKET

SOLD

188 TAMARAC TRAIL, AURORA

SOLD

78 TYLER STREET, AURORA

SOLD

3 HEATHERFIELD LANE, AURORA 
$2,649,000

13 HARRIMAN ROAD, AURORA 
$1,999,900

77 HODGKINSON CRESCENT, AURORA 
$2,425,000

SOLD

I HAVE QUALIFIED BUYERS FOR PROPERTIES IN KING! 

Direct: 416-418-6683      Office: 905-727-1941
JulianneBoileau@hotmail.com

Time2Buy-Sell.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Julianne BoileauJulianne Boileau

HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD.

Bond Head, Many New homes being built all around!  
Retail with 32 Condo apartments above.

Call me for Details!

2876 COUNTY ROAD 27
'WALTER GEIKIE HOUSE'

VICTORIAN, C. 1854

4240 COUNTY ROAD 88
'QUAINT HOUSE'

GEORGIAN, C. 1865

4324 COUNTY ROAD 88
'THE CLARK SISTERS HOUSE'

GOTHIC REVIVAL, C. 1884

4325 COUNTY ROAD 88
'SIMCOE-WHITESIDE HOTEL'

GEORGIAN, C. 1862

4370 LINE 7
'BRAZEL-CHAMBERS HOUSE'

GEORGIAN, C. 1845

4324 COUNTY ROAD 88
'THE CLARK SISTERS HOUSE'

GOTHIC REVIVAL, C. 1884

CALLING ALL BUILDERS/INVESTORS

Harmful germs may be growing in your home plumbing
(NC) There is a group of nasty  
bacteria that will happily make 
themselves at home in your hot tub, 
humidifier, water heater, showerhead 
and other places in your plumbing 
system. Known as Legionella,  
these bacteria can make you sick 
if inhaled from water droplets and 
mists released into the air.
Legionella tend to grow where there are warm water tem-
peratures, standing or still water and settled particles and 
biofilms — a slimy, glue-like material containing other 

germs and nutrients. Fortunately, most healthy people 
don’t get sick from these bacteria.

But some people may have a higher risk of infection, 
including people over 40 years of age, current and former 
smokers, people with chronic lung disease or with other 
underlying illnesses, and those with already weakened 
immune systems.

Legionella can cause two types of illness, Legion-
naires’ disease and Pontiac fever. Legionnaires’ disease 
is a serious respiratory illness that results in pneumonia, 
lasting weeks to months, and can lead to death.

Pontiac fever is a milder illness, causing flu-like symp-
toms. People with Pontiac fever generally recover in two 
to five days without treatment.

Protect yourself and others in your home from Legionella by:

• Keeping your water heater temperature at a minimum  

of 60°C. To reduce the risk of scalding, the temperature 
of the water at the tap should be no higher than 49°C. 
You can contact a qualified plumber to install mixing 
valves to control the tap water temperature.

• Regularly cleaning and disinfecting mist-producing devices 
in your home, such as showerheads and sink taps, humidi-
fiers and hot tubs, according to manufacturer directions.

• Running the hot and cold water taps for a few minutes 
after not using them for more than two weeks.

• Periodically draining and flushing your water heater,  
according to manufacturer directions, to reduce  
settled particles.

Find more information by searching “Legionella” at 
canada.ca

www.newscanada.com
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PANDEMIC RENO? PANDEMIC RENO? 
When to DIY and when  When to DIY and when  

to call the expertsto call the experts
(NC) The pandemic is inspiring 
homeowners to update their 
spaces with simple yet effective 
upgrades. When looking into 
DIY home projects, professional 
contractor Zac Matchett-Smith 
shares when to do it yourself and 
when to leave it to the experts.
Here are some things you can DIY along with some 
pro tips from Zac:

LANDSCAPING
Gardening is a fantastic way to liven up any outdoor 
space and manage water from downspouts.

PRO TIP: Laying patio stones and pavers can  
help manage the mess from going inside your  
home during transitional months by cutting down  
on mud created by regular lawns.

SWITCH UP YOUR TUB FIXTURE
Swapping plumbing fixtures is a quick and easy way 
to give your bathroom a facelift without re-plumbing 
the whole space or doing an extensive renovation. 
This can be as simple as screwing off the old spout 
and screwing on a new one.

PRO TIP: Some tub spouts are secured in posi-
tion with a single set screw on the underside of 
the spout, but with the right adapter, can easily be  
replaced by a set screw spout. To instantly  
modernize and elevate your space, also check out 
the range of shower spouts available in different  
finishes, including matte black, from the Delta  
Kitano collection.

These are the projects that you should leave to  
the experts:

REMOVING WALLS
Some walls can be easily removed, but without  
experience it’s difficult to know which ones can 
safely be removed. The truth is that removing  
certain walls can structurally undermine your home. 
You could remove a wall thinking it’s fine, only  
to have problems during the next big windstorm.

DECKS
Properly structuring a deck requires just as much 
experience and knowledge as structuring a house. 
Decks are subject to a lot of extra stress because 
they are outside 365 days a year and they need  
to be built to withstand that stress, especially  
winter conditions.

Find more information at deltafaucet.ca.
www.newscanada.com



Ready to enter the market or sell? 
Give me a call.

Give me a call. Dir. 416-990-0832

30 Foot Hills Rd, Located Kirby & Dufferin Rd. 
This Spectacular Pocket Is AKA

The Mega Lots. This Home Is Incredible! 
True Pride Of Home Ownership. 

Sitting Just Under 3700 Sq. Ft. On A 
Premium 75.4 X 147.6Ft Lot. Attention 
To Detail. Custom Home, Sparred No 
Expenses T/O Property. Entertainers 
Dream Home W/ Oversize Gourmet 

Kitchen, To Your Private, Exclusive Rear 
Yard Oasis Incl. Pool W/ Slide, Cabana 

W/ Fire Pit & Sitting Area W/ Retractable 
Awning 4 Bedroom, 3 Car Heated Garage, 

Sprinkler System, Pool Pump (2021), 
Pool Heater (2020), Extensive Landscaping, 

Surround Sound. Upgraded S/S Viking 
Appliances, Marble Flooring, Wainscotting, 

Cornice Molding, You Can’t Get Better Than This!

108 Villandry  Maple, Ont
Welcome Home To Your Lovely & Fully 

Renovated Detached 3 Bedroom, 4 
Bathroom Home In The Heart Of Maple 

On A Premium Street. Upgrades Include: 
Updated Kitchen With Quartz Countertops 
& Marble Backsplash, Renovated Powder 
Room On Main Floor And Two Bathrooms 

Upstairs, Finished Basement, Hardwood Floor 
Throughout, Newer Roof, New Windows, 

Newly Insulated Garage Door, New Front Door, 
New Back Sliding Door & Large Backyard 

Deck For Your Summer Bbq’s!
Includes: S/S Fridge, Stove, Range Hood, 

Washer & Dryer, All Electrical Light Fixtures, 
Window Coverings, Hot Water Tank (Rental). 
Superb Neighborhood & Close To Schools, 
Restaurants, Vaughan Mills Shopping, Etc.

 4800 sq ft unit for sale.
 Jane st/ Langstaff rd.

Operating Daycare business 
Commercial Condo Unit For Sale 

With An Established Tenanted Daycare, 
Excellent Opportunity To Add To 

Your Portfolio In Obtaining This 4804 Sq. Ft. 
Space, Rarely Offered. A-1 Tenant Running A 

Very Busy Daycare. You Defi nitely 
Will Not Be Disappointed In Making 

This Purchase/Investment. 
Fantastic Location, Close Proximity 

To Ttc. Buses, Vaughan Mills. Do Not Let 
This Opportunity Pass You By.

$2,668,055

104 Hambly Ave, Located In Prestigious 
King City, Ont, Here Is Your Opportunity 

To Move Into This Luxurious, 
Custom Built Home. True Pride Of 

Home Ownership Is Seen Here With 
Impeccable Finishings T/O, Incl 
Engineered Hardwood Floors, 

Coffered Ceilings, Custom Kitchen, 
Panelled Walls & Built-Ins. 

Take This Opportunity 
And Move Your Family To A Turn 

Key Custom Home, In One Of Kings 
Renowned Locations. 

Don’t Sleep On It... Sleep In It…

48 Linacre. Richmond Hill

Approx 3000 sq ft. 4 b/r, 
fi nished walk up basement. 

King rd/Bathurst. 
Richmond Hill, Ont.

COMING SOON

FOR SALE

(NC) For most of us, the coming  
of winter means spending  
significantly more time indoors.  
To keep from getting cabin fever, 
now is the time to start planning 
for winter hibernation. Create a 
cozy retreat you’ll never  
want to leave with these style  
and decorating tips:

INCORPORATE LUXE LAYERS
Create contrast for the harsh weather with lush  
fabrics and textures that bring warmth and comfort  
inside. Think rich velvets, cushy alpaca and soft  
faux fur. The great thing about these luxurious  
materials is that a little goes a long way, so simply 
add a few pillows, a throw blanket, or an area rug to 
instantly upgrade the look and feel of your space.

ARRANGE NEW SEATING NESTS
After spending so much time at home, now’s the  
perfect time to mix it up by playing with the layout  
in your most used rooms. Encourage snuggling up with 
a book or a new podcast or enjoy a good conversation  
by creating intimate seating areas. A deep recliner  
and ottoman can create a little reading nook in your 
bedroom, while a couple of chic accent chairs in the  

living room can designate a space away from the  
TV for chatting.

SET THE TONE WITH SOUND 
Just like the smell of homemade cookies or a cozy 
blanket can evoke a feeling of comfort, music can 
help bring a room to life and provide a finishing 
touch to your winter nest. Try using SiriusXM to 
create the ambiance for a cozy evening or weekend 
at home. Whether you want a soothing soundtrack 
for dinnertime, a throwback playlist for games night 
or an early start on holiday tunes, the SXM App  
offers a huge variety commercial-free music to build 
a soundtrack for special moments and memories.

Find more information at siriusxm.ca.
 www.newscanada.com
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Some homeowners may aspire to have expansive 
dining rooms replete with seating for 12 beneath a 
stunning chandelier. That kind of space certainly 
makes hosting dinner parties easier. However,  
modern homes typically have small dining rooms 
that require homeowners or renters to be resourceful 
when entertaining guests.

Hosts may not be able to expand their dining  
spaces, but there are some clever ways to maximize 
every inch of a small dining room and even some 
smart solutions for those who don’t have dining 
rooms at all.

Create the illusion of more space. Eating areas 
can be made to feel larger with a few tricks. A mirror  
on the wall will reflect light and make the room  
appear larger. In addition, a large-scale patterned 
floor or oversized artwork on the wall may make the 
room appear more spacious.

Maximize seating. Chairs can take up a lot of room 
in a dining space. To maximize seating availability in 
smaller dining rooms or in spaces where you need 
to create a seating area look to built-in banquettes 
or bench seating. These ideas can help create an 
instant cozy nook and save on space in the process.

Let space lead furniture choices. Depending on 
the size and shape of the room, select a table that 
will fit comfortably. A round, pedestal table may 
take up less real estate in a smaller room than an  
oblong or rectangular one. Also, if you have a narrow, 
galley-type dining space, select a narrow table and 
low-profile chairs. Again, benches may work well in 
narrow spaces.

Utilize the kitchen island. Many modern homes 
have no dedicated dining rooms but kitchens that 
open up to living rooms. Homeowners with kitchen 
islands can utilize large islands as dining areas, and 
they’re easy places to enjoy casual meals when 
stools are pulled up to the island.

Install a drop-leaf table. Drop-leaf tables do for  
dining spaces what Murphy beds do for guest rooms. 
A wall-mounted drop-leaf table can be dropped down 
for entertaining and folded back up when the space 
needs to be repurposed.

Lighten up the colour palette. Make dining spaces 
seem larger with brighter colours. Brightly coloured 
decor, furniture and flooring can do the trick. 

Invest in storage pieces. A simple buffet can store 
silverware, table cloths, wine glasses, and more, but 
also serve double-duty as a bar or server for a buffet.

Petite dining spaces can be functional when space 
is maximized and design tricks are called into action. 

Making the best of a 
small dining space                 Winter nest decor ideas Hibernate in style



*base on GCI for Royal Lepage YCR 2018 GCI   **based on GCI for Royal LePage Canada 2018

14799 Yonge Street
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1N1

2017, 2018, 2019

32 Award Winning Years
National Chairman’s Club
Top 1% in Canada*

Direct: 416-618-1714  
www.monicastohr.com

Monica Stohr

Stunning executive home in prestigious St Andrews On The Hill with private forested 100 ft wide lot 
backing onto ravine & walking trails. Exquisite renovations with designer kitchen & baths, white oak 
floors, finished bsmt, sport court, triple garage, interlock drive on fabulous pool sized lot! $2,488,000

388 Muskoka Road, Sundridge 
MLS #40158543 on the Barrie/Muskoka Lakelands Board

Ken Pratt CSP 
Salesperson

Offi ce: 905-936-2121 Direct: 705-796-6753
kenpratt@century21.ca • www.century21.ca/KenPratt

A Northern escape property for under 1 million. Located just off of Highway 11 

and minutes from Lake Bernard, Sundridge, and  Huntsville,  24.8-ac. property 

of mixed forest and meadow, with large 4 bedrooms, 3 bath modern home, 

heated by hydronic wood/propane-fueled, radiant fl oor heating, and 

on-demand hot water.  Visit http://www.388Muskoka.com/ To book a 

showing or more information contact Ken Pratt Century 21 Heritage Group LTD. 

Brokerage 705-796-6753,  Ken.Pratt@century21.ca or Barry Jackson,  Muskoka 

Real Estate Services INC., Brokerage, Bracebridge brjackson@cogeco.ca 
MLS # X5351027

www.388Muskoka.com

NEW PRICE $879,000

(NC) Fall is a popular season for 
moving, and many people across 
Canada have decided to relocate  
or find a new home that better 
meets their needs during the  
pandemic. Whether you’re  
planning a move across the  
country or down the street, follow 
these tips for a smooth experience:

DECLUTTER EVERYTHING. 
A new home is a fresh start, so why not take inventory 
of all your stuff to see what you really need? The fewer 
things you have, the less you need to pack, move, 
unpack and find a new place for. Well before your 
move, clear out old clothing, digitize family photos 
and have a garage sale for unwanted items.

CREATE AN ESSENTIALS BAG. 
After a long day of moving furniture and boxes,  
the last thing you want to do is launch a search party 
for the things you’ll need for your first night. So, pack 
a bag with the essentials like pyjamas, fresh clothes 
for the next day, toiletries, medications and snacks. 
Make one for each family member.

SWITCH YOUR PROVIDERS. 
Find out who your utility, cable and internet provider  
will be and make the switch early for a seamless  
transition. Remember to check with your new  
telephone provider to see if you can keep your  
current phone number. Depending on where you’re 
moving to, you may be able to keep your number  
if you transfer services from landline to landline, 
landline to mobile, mobile to landline and mobile  
to mobile.

To keep your phone number, don’t cancel your  
service before switching. Tell your new provider  
that you want to keep your number and they’ll  
take care of the transfer for you — they’ll ask for  
some personal details to set up your account  
and ask you which services you want to keep, remove 
or change. This is a great time to shop around for a 
better deal.

If you simply want to cancel, know that you don’t 
need to provide 30 days’ notice before cancelling 
your phone, mobile, internet or TV services.

INVEST IN THE RIGHT TOOLS.
It can seem like a smart idea to pack and move  
everything yourself, or to get old boxes from the  
grocery store. But at the time, the stress and headaches 
of boxes falling apart on the go, or debating the best  
way to load your vehicle mean it might be worth it  
to pay the cost for hiring movers or buying sturdy  
packing boxes and supplies. Do your research early  
and decide what will help you most on the day.

Find more information on switching providers at 
crtc.gc.ca/move.

www.newscanada.com

(NC) Testing your indoor air sounds like a great 
idea. But pollutants such as mould and chemicals 
are difficult to measure correctly, and results are 
hard to interpret.

Instead, you can improve your indoor air quality 
by addressing sources of indoor air pollution and 
improving your home’s ventilation. To reduce air 
pollutants inside your home:

• Make sure your furnace and other fuel-burning 
appliances are well maintained to prevent carbon 
monoxide accumulation. Change your furnace  
filter regularly.

• Do not smoke indoors. Cigarettes emit many 
chemicals including carbon monoxide, particles 
and formaldehyde.

• Reduce the use of candles and incense.

Increasing the ventilation in your home is one of 
the biggest things you can do to improve the air 
around you. Start with these simple actions:

• use your range hood on the highest setting while 
cooking,

• open windows, when outdoor air quality permits,

• use bathroom fans when showering or bathing to 
reduce humidity and prevent mould,

• use your furnace fan or, if necessary, a separate 
fan to distribute air, and

• set your ventilation system to a higher setting or 
let it run longer.

The only indoor air pollutant you can get reliable 
test results for is radon, a radioactive gas that can 
get into your home and can cause lung cancer. 
Fortunately, you can take action to measure and 
lower the radon level in your home to reduce your 
risk of lung cancer. A simple DIY test kit can help.

Find more information canada.ca/healthy-home.

www.newscanada.com
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Should you test  
your indoor air? MOVING 

TIPS 
to make your
life easier  



*Team Jordan is the #1 Keller Williams Group in Canada based on GCI in 2020.
Not intended to solicit those already under contract.
Lorraine Jordan is a Sales Representative with Keller Williams Experience Realty

FIND OUT
WHY WE’RE
THE #1 TEAM
IN CANADA*

info@teamjordan.ca
call: 705.526.9770
text: 705.527.2007

teamjordan.ca

Since 2007, Lorraine Jordan 
along with her team of real estate 
experts has helped over 9,000 
clients realize their dreams and 
escape to the good life.

Sure, many real estate companies 
can say the same thing, but we are 
a different type of real estate team. 
In an industry that sometimes 
gets a bad reputation, Team 
Jordan is working to change the 
way people think about real 
estate and real estate agents.

We are focused on building 
long-lasting relationships, 
fi nding solutions and sharing 
knowledge – whether it leads to a 
transaction or not.

We are committed to contributing 
to our communities where we live 
and work whether it is through our 
work, volunteering or simply being 
a great neighbour.

It’s the simple things 
that make us #1.

Are you ready to escape to the good life?
Want to realize your dreams and escape to the good life?
Give us a call and talk to us today.



Call for a FREE Market Evaluation! 905-841-4787 
You Get The “Right Results” With Rocco.

Serving Aurora, Newmarket, East Gwillimbury, King, Stouffville, Richmond Hill & Surrounding Areas

905-841-4787 • www.roccoracioppo.com
List with one of Canada’s Top Producers, 

ranked # 72 in Canada out of approx. 21,000 RE/MAX Agents in 2017.

Rocco Racioppo
BROKER

Rocco Racioppo
REALTRON REALTY INC.
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED BROKERAGE
REALTRON REALTY INC.

Rocco RacioppoRocco Racioppo

LUXURIOUS 20 ACRE TREED ESTATE! $10,900,000
Approx. 20 acres on private treed estate with large pond. Two homes 

both with private pools. Bungaloft is approx. 11,000 sq. ft with large terrace 
overlooking 4-acre pond. Second home is approx. 1,900 sq. ft bungalow!

BUNGALOFT IN THE HEART OF OAK RIDGES! $1,958,000
Quality built bungaloft on quiet court backing onto a ravine lot. 

Approx. 2,700 sq. ft plus unfi nished walk-out bsmt. 9 ft ceilings on main. 
Hrdwd fl oors throughout. Close to Wilcox Lake, parks, hiking trails 

and all amenities. Call Rocco today!

25904 MAPLE BEACH ROAD SOLD FOR $2,850,000
Sold $100,000 over asking in 2 days! 

Call Rocco for a FREE Market Evaluation!

25 KENNEDY LANE SOLD FOR $2,818,000
Thinking of selling? 

Call Rocco today for a FREE Market Evaluation!

144 BOTELHO SOLD FOR $3,235,000
Thinking of selling? 

Call Rocco today for a FREE Market Evaluation!

SOLD

BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME! $725,000
Build your own dream home on this 3/4-acre lot minutes to Georgian Mall, 

Highway 400, Springwater Golf Course & Ski Resorts. 4 separate Lots 
available. Lot 7, Lot 10, Lot 12, Lot 14 $725,000 for each Lot. Call Rocco today!

SOLD
SOLD

PEACEFUL 6,000 SQ FT HOME SITUATED ON APPROX. 87 ACRES! $3,950,000
One of a kind peaceful 6,000 sq ft home, including ground level separate in law suite. 
Situated on approx. 87 Acres of pristine forest. Approx. 2,500 ft of waterfront on the 

Nottawasaga River. 7 Bedrooms, 6.5 baths, split level home sitting at end of 
1,200 ft winding driveway. 15 mins to Barrie, easy access to highway 400!

17 ACRE ESTATE! $2,999,900
Mins to Highway 404. Almost 6,000 sq. ft of luxurious living space including 
fi nished one bdrm basement apt w/separate entrance. 4 car tandem garage. 

In-ground saltwater pool & 60’ x 40’ outbuilding. Call Rocco today!

OUTSTANDING NEW CUSTOM-BUILT BUNGALOW $2,188,000
Situated on a quiet court, built in 2021. Siding onto conversation. 

Approx. 2,600 sq. ft w/fi n’d bsmt. Open concept plan w/9 ft ceilings 
on main. Quality fi nishes thru-out incl. hrdwd and ceramic fl rs,

 smooth ceilings & crown mouldings!

LUXURIOUS UPGRADED PENTHOUSE CONDO! $1,698,000
One of a kind Penthouse Condo Approx. 2,030 Sq Ft plus approx. 500 ft Terrace, 

approx. 100 sq ft balcony. Luxurious Building approx. 3 years old with 
outstanding amenities. Open concept plan with 10 ft smooth ceilings. Approx. 

$300,000 in extras and upgrades including amazing kitchen and mbrm ensuite!

37.6 ACRE PRIVATE TREED ESTATE! $7,500,000
Attention Investors/Developers. Here is an opportunity to own a 37.6 Acre Private Treed 

Estate with a stream running along south border of lot. Approx. 4,000 Sq ft bungaloft with 
4 bedrooms plus ground fl oor 2-bedroom nanny or in-law fl at with its own entrance. 

Detached 3 car garage with another storage area with 2 bays, inground saltwater pool!

PRESTIGIOUS STONEHAVEN HOME! $1,499,900
Approx. 3,600 sq ft of luxurious living space with open concept plan 
in prestigious Stonehaven. Approx. 13 years old with 9-foot ceilings 

and fi nished basement. Call Rocco today!

LAND
FOR 
SALE

How to choose the 
right lighting inside your home 

(NC) It’s no surprise that Canadian winter weather 
can be unpredictable. That’s why it’s good practice 
to ensure that you — and your home — are ready 
for whatever rolls in with the cold temperatures.

With the Farmer’s Almanac calling for above-normal 
levels of rain and snow this year, make sure your 
home is ready by following these three tips:

1. CHECK YOUR FURNACE.
Make sure your furnace is in good working order by 
booking a furnace inspection before the coldest part 
of winter hits. Wait times can be longer as we get 
deeper into the season, and that’s the worst time to 
make do without. Regular maintenance and inspec-
tions can save you money in the long run.

2. INSULATE DOORS AND WINDOWS.
Keep the warmth in by installing or replacing 
weather-stripping or weather-strip film. When you 
turn your heaters on, ensure your baseboards are 
clean and test each one to see that they’re working 
properly. Heat rises, so start with the basement first.

3. EMPTY EXTERIOR PIPES.
Water expands in the cold, so when severe cold 
snaps hit, pipes can be at risk of bursting. To avoid 
having your water pipes freeze and burst, empty 
all exterior taps, and shut off the valves until next 
spring.

With these tips, you’re well on your way to protecting  
your home. But if anything happens, insurance  
providers like Belairdirect will be there to support 
you along the way with 24/7 claims service and 
digital tools that make submitting and tracking a 
claim as simple as uploading photos. Learn more 
at belairdirect.com

www.newscanada.com

Brace for snow by  
winterizing your home

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

Lighting in a home serves both 
practical and aesthetic purposes. 
It’s easy to maneuver around a 
well-lit home, reducing the risk of 
slips and falls, and the right lighting 
can help homeowners create their 
desired ambiance, which typically 
changes depending on which  
room you’re in.
When choosing lighting for their homes, homeowners  
must walk a fine line between appearance and  
functionality. A fixture in the foyer that instantly  
impresses visitors likely won’t prove as awe-inspiring  
if it’s installed in the living room. When choosing 
lighting for a home, some general rules about what 
works in each room can help homeowners make the 
most informed decision.

KITCHEN
Kitchens are often the busiest room in a home,  
so lighting here can be especially important. A kitchen  
often benefits, both practically and aesthetically,  
from different types of lighting. For example, pen-
dant lighting above kitchen islands can make meal  

preparation easier and safer, but such lighting likely 
won’t work in breakfast nooks and informal dining 
areas in the kitchen. Recessed lighting works best in 
such areas. In kitchens with no island, under-cabinet 
lighting can be used to illuminate countertops and 
simplify meal preparation.

FORMAL DINING ROOM
Many people enjoy the look of chandeliers in formal 
dining rooms, and such fixtures can be installed  
directly above the dinner table. The interior design 
experts at Better Homes & Gardens advise hanging  
chandeliers roughly 33 inches above the table in  
dining rooms with eight-foot ceilings, adding three 
inches for each additional foot above eight feet.  
Darkened dining areas may be ideal in restaurants,  
but homeowners may want to split the difference at 
home and choose dimmable chandeliers for their  
dining rooms. This allows homeowners to dim the 
lights for romantic dinners but turn them up for  
family gatherings with lots of people around the table.

LIVING ROOM
Adaptability also is important in the living room, 
where homeowners may host anything from movie 
nights to book clubs to parties for the big game. It 
can be a tall order to accommodate such a wide range 
of activities, and many homeowners come down to  
deciding between recessed lighting and track lighting.  
If the living room currently has neither style,  
homeowners should recognize that it will cost  
considerably less to install track lighting than recessed 

lighting. Better Homes & Gardens notes that flexible 
track lighting provides ambient, task or accent lighting, 
and track lights can even be moved to change lighting 
schemes at any time, making them a budget-friendly  
option for homeowners whose living rooms are  
multi-purpose spaces. Recessed lighting also works 
well in living rooms, especially ones with low ceilings. 
That’s because recessed lighting is installed into the 
ceiling, meaning it does not take up any visual space 
in the room. That can help living rooms feel bigger.

BEDROOM
The home improvement experts at BobVila.com note 
that bedroom lighting should provide enough light 
when getting dressed, but also be able to be toned 
down as residents prepare for their bedtime routines. 
Both portable and installed lighting can be used in 
bedrooms to serve these various functions. Recessed 
fixtures that dim can ensure there’s ample light to get 
dressed in the morning, but they also can be dimmed 
at night as residents try to get ready to sleep. Portable  
nightstand lights can make it easier for couples  
sharing a bedroom, allowing one person to stay up 
and read while the other goes to sleep. 

Homeowners have many options and many needs 
when choosing lighting for their homes. A professional  
consultation with a lighting expert or interior decorator  
can help homeowners find lights that provide both 
practical and aesthetic appeal. 
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 Pre-construction  

 Prices  
 in effect until  
 October 31

NOw SelliNg
Suites in our next phase of 
independent living – Park Tower

Pre-construction prices are in  
effect for a limited time. Act now.

From the high $600,000s
Up to 1,430 sq ft
905 503 5560 or sales@tmoa.ca  
Book your appointment today. 

Our Presentation Centre is open Monday to Saturday, 10am to 4pm
440 william graham Drive at leslie Street, Aurora
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Many components combine  
to define the interior of a home. 

Some homeowners may be partial to certain styles, 
such as ultra-modern or farmhouse, while others may 
opt for a more traditional look that cannot necessarily 
be categorized as one style or another. Though many 
homeowners may spend considerable time and devote 
a lot of energy to making their home embody a certain 
style, those who aren’t willing to commit to a particular  
look can lean on one component to make a stylish  
statement all their own: paint.

Colour can be a part of every homeowner’s design 
arsenal. Bold colours can be used to create a stunning 
accent wall, while homes with open concepts often  
utilize colour to define rooms. Homeowners who want 
to revitalize their home interiors can do so with paint, 
and this approach doesn’t require homeowners to  
commit to a whole new design style. 

Though painting may seem simple to novices,  
homeowners who have painted home interiors in 
the past recognize how complicated the process of  
picking paint can be. Paint retailers have a seemingly 
endless swatch of paint colours to choose from, and  
before long homeowners’ heads may be spinning as 
they try to narrow down their options. The following 
tips can help homeowners pick the perfect paint for 
their home interiors.

Take stock, and photographs, of your current  
furnishings. Many interior designers rely on a simple 
technique when recommending colour schemes to  
their clients. Choose a standout colour from existing  
furnishings, such as the dominant colour from a  

patterned decorative pillow or piece of furniture, and 
then look for the same shade to paint the walls. A  
photograph of the item can be handy when visiting  
the paint store. 

Lighten colours as you go up. The home renovation  
and design experts at HGTV recommend picking 
darker colour values for the floor, medium colour  
values for the walls and light values for the ceiling.  
This approach mimics the look of the great outdoors, 
where the ground tends to be darker than the trees,  
and the trees are darker than the blue sky.

Utilize paint to create the vibe you want. The home 
renovation experts at This Old House note that colours 
evoke an emotional response. Cool colours like blue 
and green give off a relaxing vibe, which makes them 
ideal for bedrooms and bathrooms. Red is an intense 
colour that can up the energy ante in any room, which 
can make it an option for homeowners who want to 
spark debate around their dinner tables.

Give personal preference its place at the table. 
Though interior designers may have years of experience 
picking paint colours for a home and researchers may 
have determined how certain colours can be utilized  
to create the desired ambiance in a given room,  
ultimately homeowners are the ones who will be living 
in the home. So it’s important that homeowners pick 
colours they like for their home interiors.

Paint is an inexpensive way to transform a room. 
Homeowners can rely on a combination of colour 
strategies and their personal preferences as they try to 
decide which colours they want on their interior walls. 

Remodelling a kitchen adds value to a home.  
Remodelling Magazines Cost vs. Value Report 
indicates mid-range kitchen remodels cost about 
$66,000, and homeowners can expect to recover 
about 60 to 80 percent of that cost at resale.

Homeowners may wonder if remodelling their  
kitchens is worth the investment. Homeowners 
should not just consider cost, but also the current  
conditions of their kitchens when deciding if a  
renovation project is a right move to make. These 
signs indicate it may be time to renovate a kitchen.

BREAKERS ARE TRIGGERED: If the lights go  
dark from a tripped circuit breaker every time you 
try to microwave and run the toaster oven at the  
same time, your wiring is likely not up to the task of  
handling the workload and could be out of date.  
A kitchen remodel will assess wiring load needs,  
and an electric overhaul may be necessary.

LACK OF STORAGE: One of the biggest hassles 
homeowners encounter in their kitchens is a lack of 
storage space. If making a meal involves a Jenga-
like stacking and rearranging of kitchen tools, or if an 
avalanche occurs whenever you search for an item, 
you might need more storage. A carefully planned 
redesign can achieve this, even in a smaller kitchen.

OUTDATED APPLIANCES: Even if your appliances 
are not avocado green or mustard yellow relics of the 
1970s, they might still need to be replaced. According 
to CRD Design, appliances are only expected to last 
around 10 to 15 years. If appliances have become 
unsafe or energy hogs, it could be time for a remodel.

FAMILY IS EXPANDING (OR SHRINKING): Kitchens  
often are the heart of a home. They need to meet 
the needs of the family that resides in that home.  
A remodel can add space as needed. On the flip side, 
when a couple becomes empty nesters, kitchens can 
be redesigned and downsized to reflect their new 
needs and desires, such as the addition of a wine 
chiller or espresso station.

POOR LIGHTING: Task lighting is essential in  
a kitchen, but older homes may not be equipped  
with lighting where it’s most needed. A carefully 
designed remodel can improve lighting with under-
cabinet lights, pendants, overhead lighting, and  
even natural light to make the space attractive and 
more functional.

FREQUENT RUN-INS: The notion that you can have 
too many cooks in the kitchen refers to having too 
many people trying to pitch in or offer their opinions. 
However, it also can apply to when too many people 
are gathering in a small space. Redesigning a kitchen 
can improve the efficiency of a space and make the 
room feel larger.

AESTHETIC APPEAL: Many kitchen remodels have 
been inspired by unsightly kitchens. Cosmetic chang-
es can lead to big improvements. 

Kitchen renovations can add instant appeal and help 
address issues that tend to plague outdated rooms. 

Signs it is time  
to overhaul  

your kitchen 
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Barristers & Solicitors
Margaret Black    Professional Corporation

Experience and Integrity
You Can Trust

King City, Vaughan, and
New Tecumseth, Ontario

Tel: 905-833-9090
Fax: 905-833-9091

Email: info@blacklawof�ice.ca
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www.blacklawoffi ce.ca

For Insider Tips Visit: 
HelenAvraamNeo.com  
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or Selling Your Home?

Call Direct: 416-587-3415
Email: HelenAvraamNeo@RoyalLePage.ca

Sales Representative, SRES
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(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES

Sales Representative
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