
PROFESSIONAL RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES

LET US KNOW WHAT YOU NEED!! CALL TODAY!!239 Main St., Schomberg

H.R. HORIZON REALTY LTD.,
BROKERAGE

Independently Owned & Operated

416-706-0419
HORIZONREALTY.CALtd., Brokerage

SCHOMBERG
$1,598,000 Welcome To 239 Main Street. Great Central Location On Schomberg’s 
Historic Main Street! Just A Short Walk To The Bank, Cafe’, Shops And Restaurants. 
Commercial Storefront Plus 5 Residential Apartments. Plenty Of Parking! Great 
Investment Property In High Profi le Location. Additional Shop/Storage Building. 
Call for details.

For Insider Tips Visit: 
HelenAvraamNeo.com  

� inking of Buying 
or Selling Your Home?

Call Direct: 416-587-3415
Email: HelenAvraamNeo@RoyalLePage.ca

Sales Representative, SRES

Helen
(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES

Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

Avraam Neophytou 

Helen
(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES

Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

ROYAL LEPAGE CONNECT REALTY, BROKERAGE  

Neophytou 
905-251-8130

Paul

LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT

TITAN
AWARD

CHAIRMAN’S
AWARD

PLATINUM 
AWARD

HALL OF 
FAME

Realtron Realty Inc., 
Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

t:905.898.1211   c:416.520.3651
anitakotsovos@gmail.com
www.AnitaKotsovos.com

Over 30 years of award-winning Over 30 years of award-winning 
real estate experience!real estate experience!

ANITA KOTSOVOS
R E A L  E S TAT E  S A L E S  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E

High Demand Centrally Located This Perfect Bright Condo W/
Concierge Has Fantastic Floor Plan W/Private Solarium/Offi ce 
& Reno’d Washroom. Steps To U Of T, Ryerson, Hospitals, Ttc 
Subway, Eaton Centre, Restaurants, Financial District. Amenities: 
Pool, Sauna, Jacuzzi, Gym,  Bike Locker, Rooftop Bbq. 
All Utilities Included in Maintenance!!

$575,000

RARE 176 FT. RAVINE LOT!

Approx.  3000 Sq ft, Gorgeous  Deluxe 4-Bedroom Sharon Home - 
Lots Of Upgrades!!! Deep Lot! 10 Ft. Ceiling Main Floor, Waffl e Ceilings, 
Exterior & Interior Pot Lights,  Stunning 2X2 Porcelain Tile Floors, 
S/S Appliances, Quartz Counter Tops, Upgraded Kitchen Cabinetry,  
Fireplace, Breakfast & Family Rm Ravine View, 4 Large Bedrms & 
Sitting Area, 3 baths 2nd fl oor! Wow! 

$1,450,000

HOLLAND LANDING - ALMOST 5.7 ACRES!!

Opportunity knocks!  Fabulous property in the heart of East Gwillimbury 
Minutes to amenities, with a beautiful Executive 2 storey, 
4 bedroom, 3 bathroom home with stunning reno’d kitchen, open concept 
living/dining rooms, family rm w/fi replace!  Bsmt partially fi nished with 
walkup to 2 car garage!  Amazing lot partly cleared and beautifully 
forested! Minutes to everything! Call Anita today for private viewing!

$1,698,000

“THE LIBERTIES” DOWNTOWN CONDO!

•  www.theauroran.com
•  www.kingsentinel.com
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(NC) Is the inside of your home starting to feel like 
a rainforest? Too much moisture doesn’t only make 
things uncomfortable – it can also lead to serious 
damage to your home and your health.

Signs that there may be too much moisture include 
condensation on windows, wet stains on walls and 
ceilings, and musty odours. If you’ve noticed any of 
these red flags, read on to find out more about what 
can happen and what you can do about it.

NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF TOO MUCH MOISTURE
Too much moisture over time can lead to unfortunate, 
and sometimes serious, conditions that can be costly 
to correct, such as:

• Warping wood in floors and furniture
• Peeling paint and stains on walls and ceilings
• Dust mites and mould.

If you own a newly built home, the new home  
warranty from your builder and backed by Tarion  
will not cover these types of conditions if they are  
the result of improper maintenance. This is why you 
need to take control of the situation.

GET A SENSE OF THE SEVERITY
The first thing you should do is invest in a hygrometer. 
A hygrometer is an instrument that is used to measure  
humidity levels in the air. They are inexpensive and 
available at many hardware or building supply stores.

Follow the instructions to get the most accurate  
reading of the humidity level in your home. Generally,  
you want the indoor humidity level to be between  
30 and 50 per cent.

WAYS TO REDUCE HUMIDITY LEVEL
There are several ways you can reduce your indoor 
humidity level if it’s too high. The best option is to  
get a dehumidifier. They do exactly what the name 
implies — remove humidity from the air.

Other actions you can take include:
•  Removing items, like heavy curtains or furniture,  

that are blocking windows
• Using the range hood fan while cooking
•  Using the bathroom fan when showering and  

leaving it on for some time afterwards.

Maintaining proper humidity levels in your home is 
easy to do, and the benefits are definitely worth it.

Find more home maintenance tips, including a 
monthly home maintenance checklist, at tarion.com.

www.newscanada.com

Managing  
moisture levels  
in your home

GREETINGS IPA4LIFE! What a unique idea! Thank 
you for sending me a photo to see the idea in action.

As a craft beer lover, I personally think it would be 
a cool way to spice up the bathroom; however, this 
would not be for everyone. If you are determined to 
do this, there are some ways to build it – so as not to 
hurt your resale options.

To ensure you get the look you want with the “built-in”  
effect, you will need to install an electrical outlet  
behind the unit. I would have the electrician install two 
outlets, one near the top of the built-in and the other at 
the bottom. Once the tile is installed,  I would then drill 
the shelf pin holes in the middle of the built-in.  

Why do all this?  Well, I am thinking of resale. With 
this approach to installation, the unique shower beer 
fridge could either stay or go.  If the new owner doesn’t 
like the idea as much as you do they now have a built-in  
option to turn into a shelf for storage and use of  
electrical items such as toothbrushes or a hairdryer.

Unique ideas in homes are both a blessing and a 
curse. They can help your home stand out, but, in 
most cases, they do not add much in value and can 
hinder the sale of your home.  

IPA4LIFE, I always advise my clients to consider 
the next buyer. 

Cheers! 

 Julien Laurion AKA Big Tuna is a local 
Real Estate Sale Representative with 

Royal LePage Your Community Realty in Aurora. 
I am a real estate agent who has expertise in both 

Real Estate and Renovations and has been 
involved in this community for over 20 years. 

If you have a question for my monthly article or 
if you are considering buying, selling or leasing a 
home please feel free to call or email me directly 

at (416) 402-5530 or julien@bigtuna.ca or by 
alternatively visiting my website www.bigtuna.ca 

or Facebook page @bigtunarealty

By Julien Laurion 
The Big Tuna of Real Estate 

Hi Julien.  I recently inherited a home from a family member, and I 
have some money saved to renovate the Master bathroom. A friend 
sent me a photo of a bathroom with a ‘shower beer’ fridge built into 
the wall beside the custom shower with the same tile to match, and 
it looked slick.  I am a beer enthusiast, and I think this would be 
great!  What do you think?  Sincerely, IPA4LIFE



NANCY FAGAN
Sales Representative

CELL: (905) 626-1359  |  OFFICE: (905) 607-2000

www.nancyfagan.ca
Email: sold@nancyfagan.ca

10473 Islington Avenue, Kleinburg, ON L0J 1C0

PROUD TO BE 
JOINING THE TEAM

Schomberg
Home hardware

Aurora
Home hardware

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How. 

Aurora and Schomberg Home Hardware Serving York Region and Surrounding Areas

Schomberg
Home hardware

17250 Hwy 27, Unit 1
(in the Beer & Liquor Store plaza)

905-939-HOME (4663)
Aurora
Home hardware

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora
905-727-4751

As well as...
Housewares, Hand & Power Tools, Plumbing & Electrical 
Supplies, Vanities and Toilets, Paint & Painting Supplies, 
Automotive Supplies, Screen & Glass Repair. 
We also feature Giftware & Seasonal items, 
including Lawn & Garden Supplies.
We also sell lumber and provide next day delivery.

Your Community Hardware Store

JAVA, MIDNIGHT BLUE,
BERMUDA WHITE &
LONDON FOG
CLASSIC BRANDS ALSO HAS A 
WIDE SELECTION OF QUARTZ 
VANITY TOPS & MIRRORS.
24” to 72” sizes available

Come and see 
the difference

BUY NOW
AND SAVE

CLASSIC BRANDS VANITIES 
AVAILABLEBRAND

NEW
JAVA,

MIDNIGHT BLUE,
BERMUDA WHITE
& LONDON FOG

COLOURS

BRAND NEW COLOURS

We Offer Windows and Doors with Installation 
CLASSIC BRANDS HANDLES & KNOBS INCLUDED *Faucet extra

Pictured here 
New Bermuda White Colour 

(NC)  Whether you’re into flipping 
houses or embarking on small  
DIY projects, there are many  
ways to transform your kitchen on 
budget and on time. Getting started 
can seem overwhelming, but lifestyle  
and DIY expert Erin Trafford shares 
her best advice on how to tackle  
a kitchen reno.

SET GOALS AND PRIORITIES
Renovating can be a daunting task and preparing 
for demolition day can be equally as overwhelming.  
Before you start, create a list of projects big and  
small, and set goals and timelines for each task.  
Creating a to-do list will help you focus on priorities,  
such as choosing finishes and organizing trade  
assistance, while managing your personal tasks at the 
same time.

CHOOSE YOUR LAYOUT WISELY  
A small kitchen is a reality in many homes. If you’re 
struggling to  decide on  the best layout,  consid-
er  drawing  multiple options. Once you have your 
favourite, tape it out on the kitchen floor to test the 
functionality of the new design. 

CONSIDER ONE-STOP SHOPPING  
To simplify the renovation process, consider a 
one-stop shop for products and  expertise. Home 
Hardware  Building  Centres  offer design advice,   
tools and quality materials to complete your renova-
tion project — big or small — from start to finish.  

SAVE WHERE YOU CAN 
The cost of a kitchen  reno  can add up quickly, 
so consider  splurging on a few investment pieces 
and  finding  ways to  save on the rest. Establishing 
your must-have  upgrades, such as appliances, 
countertops and backsplashes, will help you identify  
where you want to spend money and where you 
can cut back. If you’re looking for ways to work  
with what you’ve got, try painting cabinets 
or changing out hardware. Refinishing rather  
than replacing original hardwood flooring can also 
save you thousands. 

SELECT A TIMELESS PAINT
Bold looks are great, but they don’t stand the test of 
time. When selecting the theme for your kitchen, 
choose classic colours that will last more than one  
season. Match the paint to the overall décor and the 

mood you want to set. For a cozy, coastal retreat,  
try hues of green with greyish undertones. If you  
want a look that will last for years to come, choose 
neutrals for a brighter and more modern space.

ILLUMINATE YOUR KITCHEN 
If your current kitchen isn’t already brimming with 
natural light, try an upgrade. Brighten your home 

with warm lighting such as LED recessed lights  
or an accent pendant over the sink to mimic the feel 
of natural sunlight.
 Find  more information on  everything  you need to 
complete your reno at homehardware.ca..

www.newscanada.com
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kitchenEasy ways to  
transform your



905.836.1212 | info@KeyAdvantage.ca | www.KeyAdvantage.ca
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SUSIE STROM
Broker
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Broker
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Wonder What YOUR Home is Worth?
 Contact Us TODAY For Your Free Home Analysis Report!

TOGETHER TO SERVE YOU BETTER

49 TIMBERLINE TRAIL, AURORA 

SOLD

15455 BATHURST STREET, AURORA 
$1,879,000

63 KINGSTON ROAD, NEWMARKET

SOLD

62 HOGAN COURT, KING CITY 

SOLD

15 SUNMOUNT ROAD, TORONTO 
$899,998

760 HARRY DOUGLAS STREET, NEWMARKET

SOLD

I HAVE QUALIFIED BUYERS FOR PROPERTIES IN KING! 

Direct: 416-418-6683      Office: 905-727-1941
JulianneBoileau@hotmail.com

Time2Buy-Sell.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Julianne BoileauJulianne Boileau

HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD.

Bond Head, Many New homes  
being built all around!  

Retail with 32 Condo apartments above.
Call me for Details!

2876 COUNTY ROAD 27
'WALTER GEIKIE HOUSE'

VICTORIAN, C. 1854

4240 COUNTY ROAD 88
'QUAINT HOUSE'

GEORGIAN, C. 1865

4324 COUNTY ROAD 88
'THE CLARK SISTERS HOUSE'

GOTHIC REVIVAL, C. 1884

4325 COUNTY ROAD 88
'SIMCOE-WHITESIDE HOTEL'

GEORGIAN, C. 1862

4370 LINE 7
'BRAZEL-CHAMBERS HOUSE'

GEORGIAN, C. 1845

4324 COUNTY ROAD 88
'THE CLARK SISTERS HOUSE'

GOTHIC REVIVAL, C. 1884

CALLING ALL  
BUILDERS/INVESTORS

28 McCardy Court, Caledon East 
Must be seen, 2 homes in one! 

Call me for Details!

FOR SALE

Signs of drought 
stress and what  

to do about it 
A pristine lawn is a source of pride for homeowners. 
Even the most well-maintained lawns must confront 
a host of challenges in a given year, and perhaps no 
challenge is more daunting than drought.

Homeowners may feel helpless when drought strikes 
and begins to transform their lawns from green 
sources of pride to off-colour eyesores. However, 
learning to identify signs of drought stress and what 
to do about it can help homeowners get their lawns 
through dry periods.

SIGNS OF DROUGHT STRESS
The lawn care experts at TruGreen note that there 
are four common characteristics of drought stress. 
Perhaps the most noticeable are colour changes, 
but homeowners must recognize there’s a difference  
between a change in hue and a colour change. 
When a lawn changes its hue, typically turning from 
bright green to a dull gray or blue-green colour,  
it is in what TruGreen identifies as the first stage 
of drought stress. Regular watering, if it’s allowed  
(local drought restrictions may dictate how much  
water can be applied to the lawn), can help the  
grass regain its moisture and the lawn may recover 
within a couple of days. When lawns change from 
green to brown, this is indicative that the lawn is  
in a dormancy stage. At this point, the lawn is entering 
survival mode. Watering to save the lawn will need 
to be more extensive. Deep and repeated watering  
for two to three weeks may help restore the lawn, 
but some parts ultimately may not recover. And deep 
watering may not be allowed until drought restrictions 
are lifted, increasing the likelihood that a significant 
portion of the lawn turns brown.

Footprints in the lawn are another sign of drought 
stress TruGreen indicates that this is a result of lawns 
that are too tired to spring back up after they have 
been walked on.

Wilting also indicates drought stress is affecting the 
lawn. Wilting occurs when grass blades roll or fold 
because they don’t have sufficient water content.

WHAT TO DO ABOUT DROUGHT STRESS
In addition to the watering techniques noted above, 
homeowners can try other strategies to help their 
lawns make it through a drought. TruGreen advises 
against mowing drought-stressed grass and keeping 
off the lawn as much as possible. 

Removing tall weeds is another strategy  
homeowners can try. Doing so ensures the grass,  
and not the weeds, gets what little water is available  
during a drought.

Homeowners also should resist the temptation to 
mow too close, especially when signs of drought 
stress are just beginning to appear. TruGreen notes 
that mowing too close creates a shallow root system 
that makes lawns more vulnerable to drought.
It can be hard to watch a pristine lawn suffer from 
drought stress. But several strategies can increase 
the likelihood that lawns survive such conditions. 

More information about combatting drought can be 
found at www.trugreen.ca.

Low-maintenance lawn alternatives 
A traditional lawn may not be 
right for every property nor 
desired by every homeowner. 
There is no denying that lawns 
take time and effort to establish 
and daily or weekly maintenance 
to thrive. Homeowners who  
find that a traditional lawn is  
not practical can explore some  
low-maintenance alternatives. 

WILDFLOWER MEADOW
Homeowners with wide swaths of property may  
discover meadows are cost- and time-efficient. Stores 
sell special wildflower meadow mixes of seeds, or 
homeowners can use wildflower plug plants throughout 
areas where grasses are left to grow longer. This natural 
area can be a home to wildlife and an idyllic backdrop 
to a home. Most meadows only require a spring or  
summer and autumn cut to thrive and look good.

ORNAMENTAL GRASSES
Partition areas of the property for ornamental grasses 
to grow. The gardening resource Elemental Green says 
ornamental grasses tend to be drought-resistant and 
low-maintenance. They won’t need much fertilizer and 
are often resistant to pests as well. Ornamental grasses 
grow in tufts or sprays and will not require mowing. 
However, they are not ideal for areas that get foot traffic.

MOSS
Moss can thrive in shady areas and ones where the 
soil tends to stay a bit damp. Moss is velvety soft 
and green, so it can mimic the look of a traditional 
lawn but won’t require mowing and other upkeep. 
Because it spreads quickly, moss can take over quite 
rapidly. You will need to protect areas where you 
do not want moss by creating barriers to stop the 
spread.

GRAVEL
Stone and gravel areas can reduce maintenance in  
the landscape and require very little upkeep. When 
gravel is installed correctly, weeds may not grow  
readily. Gravel installation may include laying  
heavy-duty, semi-permeable landscape fabric, which 
is available in home improvement centers. Gravel is 
cheaper than pavers and can be just as beautiful.

ARTIFICIAL TURF
If the desired look is a lawn without all the upkeep, 
there are various artificial grass options on the mar-
ket. Homeowners who opt for artificial turf can save 
money and space devoted to lawnmowers and other 
lawn tools.

The grass may be ideal for some, but there are alterna-
tives for people who have troublesome landscapes or 
desire a low-maintenance product for their homes.
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Royal LePage Your Community 
8854 Yonge Street 

Richmond Hill, ON 
L4C  0T4

Lot Size: 35.07 x 107.84 Feet

Welcome to 54 Bayswater Ave. Located in The Heart of Oakridges.
This 3 bedroom offers approximately 1800 sf of living space. An inviting foyer awaits you with a high ceilings 

entrance which leads to a spacious living/dining room & eat-in kitchen with walk-out to a beautiful fenced yard. 
Main fl oor laundry with garage access. Hardwood fl ooring throughout main fl oor. This home is located within 

close proximity to Lake Wilcox, Oak Ridges Community Centre. New GO Transit Station within 10 minutes 
and just a short drive to all amenities & public & private schools.

T 905-731-2000 | F 905-886-7556 | D 416 558-7600

rdhingra@royallepagecommercial.com 
www.dealwithdhingra.com
www.royallepagecommercial.com
Servicing Residential & Commercial Clients for over 18 years

RAFFAELLA DHINGRA
Sales Representative

SOLDSOLD

JUSTJUST
LISTEDLISTED

SOLD WELL ABOVE ASKING IN ONLY 4 DAYS!!!SOLD WELL ABOVE ASKING IN ONLY 4 DAYS!!!
15 MYNDEN WAY, NEWMARKET

YONGE & DAVIS - WOODLAND HILLS COMMUNITY

YONGE AND KING 

74 MARK STREET, AURORA

Beautifully updated home in central Aurora within steps to all amenities. First time offered by the original owner on 
premium 55x125 ft mature lot with perennial gardens and no homes behind. Fabulous kitchen & family rm addition,  
3 bedrooms, 2.5 new or updated baths, hrdwd flrs, fireplace, newly fin. bsmt, interlock drive & more. $999,800

14799 Yonge Street
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1N1

2017, 2018, 2019

32 Award Winning Years
National Chairman’s Club
Top 1% in Canada*

Direct: 416-618-1714  
www.monicastohr.com

Monica Stohr

Many craftsman homes were built nearly a century  
ago, if not even earlier. That means these homes  
may require some renovations that make them more  
functional in modern times without sacrificing their 
historic beauty.

SIDING: Craftsman homes are instantly recognizable 
from the street. Homeowners who want to maintain 
that authentic craftsman feel must carefully consider  
their choice of material when replacing the siding  
on their homes. The siding manufacturer Allura 
notes that fibre cement siding can be a great option 
for homeowners who want to replicate the original  
design of craftsman homes built with sported  
board-and-batten siding. Fibre cement siding gives  
the appearance of wood when installed and does not 
fade quickly or require significant maintenance.

EXTERIOR COLOUR: Homeowners need not feel  
beholden to certain colours when replacing siding 
or repainting the exteriors of their homes. Nautical  
colour schemes featuring navy blue exteriors with 
white accents can highlight features that are unique to 
craftsman homes, but more understated colours and 
tones can work just as well.

PORCHES: An expansive, welcoming front porch  
that makes for the perfect place to relax and read  
when the outdoors beckons is a telltale feature of 
craftsman homes. Furniture options abound when 
homeowners are looking to upgrade the living  
spaces just outside the front door of their craftsman  
homes. Adirondack chairs can make a porch a  
relaxing place to enjoy a morning coffee or  
post-dinner digestif, while wicker furniture can  
help homeowners establish a relaxing vibe for summer. 
A porch swing or hammock can make that relaxing 
vibe resonate even more.

REAL WOOD CABINETS: Cabinets are a popular  
avenue homeowners look to when they want to give 
their kitchens a new look without breaking the bank. 
When upgrading cabinets in a craftsman home,  
the home renovation experts at HGTV note that 
craftsman-style kitchen cabinets often feature straight 
lines and minimal ornamentation. Cabinets are  
typically made from heavy woods like quarter-sawn 
oak, hickory, cherry, or maple. HGTV notes that  
updating the cabinets in a craftsman home often  
requires custom cabinetmakers, so the project may 
be more expensive than it would be if replacing the  
cabinets in a different style of home.

Craftsman homes are instantly recognizable, thanks 
to many of their unique features. There are various 
ways to renovate craftsman homes yet still maintain 
their authentic feel.

– Photo by Benjamin Costello from FreeImages

CRAFTSMAN HOME RENOVATION IDEAS 
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Craftsman homes trace their roots to the late 19th 
century. An architectural style inspired by the Arts and 
Crafts movement that flourished in Europe and North 
America for roughly 40 years between 1880 and 1920, 
the American Craftsman home has endured into the 
21st century thanks to its beauty and the  
unique feel its homes inspire.

Barristers & Solicitors
Margaret Black    Professional Corporation

Experience and Integrity
You Can Trust

King City, Vaughan, and
New Tecumseth, Ontario

Tel: 905-833-9090
Fax: 905-833-9091

Email: info@blacklawof�ice.ca

Real Estate Transactions
Corporate ❖ Wills ❖ Estates

Probate ❖ Family ❖ Immigration

www.blacklawoffi ce.ca



 Are you ready to List?
Give me a call. Dir. 416-990-0832

 4800 sq ft unit for sale.
 Jane st/ Langstaff rd.Operating Daycare business 

Commercial Condo Unit For Sale With An Established 
Tenanted Daycare, Excellent Opportunity To Add To 
Your Portfolio In Obtaining This 4804 Sq. Ft. Space, 

Rarely Offered. A-1 Tenant Running A Very Busy 
Daycare. You Defi nitely Will Not Be Disappointed In 

Making This Purchase/Investment. Fantastic Location, 
Close Proximity To Ttc. Buses, Vaughan Mills. Do Not 

Let This Opportunity Pass You By.

$2,668,055

104 Hambly Ave, Located In Prestigious King City, Ont, 
Here Is Your Opportunity To Move Into This Luxurious, 
Custom Built Home. True Pride Of Home Ownership 
Is Seen Here With Impeccable Finishing’s T/O, Incl 
Engineered Hardwood Floors, Coffered Ceilings, 
Custom Kitchen, Panelled Walls & Built-Ins. Take 

This Opportunity And Move Your Family To A Turn Key 
Custom Home, In One Of Kings Renowned Locations. 

Don’t Sleep On It... Sleep In It…

$2,249,000

30 Foot Hills Rd, Located Kirby & Dufferin Rd. 
This Spectacular Pocket Is Aka The Mega Lots. 
This Home Is Incredible! True Pride Of Home 

Ownership. Sitting Just Under 3700 Sq. Ft. 
On A Premium 75.4 X 147.6Ft Lot. Attention To Detail. 
Custom Home, Sparred No Expenses T/O Property. 

Entertainers Dream Home W/ Oversize Gourmet 
Kitchen, To Your Private, Exclusive Rear Yard Oasis 

Incl. Pool W/ Slide, Cabana W/ Fire Pit & Sitting Area 
W/ Retractable Awning 4 Bedroom, 3 Car Heated 

Garage, Sprinkler System, Pool Pump (2021), 
Pool Heater (2020), Extensive Landscaping, 

Surround Sound. Upgraded S/S Viking Appliances, 
Marble Flooring, Wainscotting, Cornice Molding, 

You Can’t Get Better Than This!

FOR
SALE

FOR
SALE

A do-it-yourself mentality has taken hold in millions of 
households across the globe. Popular television channels 
like HGTV and DIY Network as well as accessible home 
improvement content on apps like YouTube has inspired 
many homeowners to tackle renovation projects around 
their homes. Taking such initiative is admirable, though 
it also can prove costly if homeowners end up biting off 
more than they can chew.

Home improvement videos and television shows tend  
to oversimplify renovation projects, potentially giving 
homeowners a false sense of confidence in their DIY 
abilities. A concerted effort on the part of homeowners  
to determine if it’s best to renovate on their own or hire 
a professional should always be the first step of any 
renovation project. No two homeowners are the same, 
but the following three questions can help homeowners 
determine if DIY is their best option.

CAN I AFFORD TO DIY?
Professional home improvement projects are costly  
for a variety of reasons. Materials can be costly, but so 
are the tools and labour necessary to do the job right. 
Homeowners may not have the tools necessary to  
complete complicated projects. Specialty tools can be  
expensive to purchase or even rent, and the cost of  
acquiring such tools should be included in any DIY  
project cost estimates. Labor also factors heavily into 
professional projects, and for good reason. Talented 
contractors have unique skills that have been developed 
and perfected over many years. Those skills can ensure 
projects are completed quickly and correctly. Labour may 
seem costly, but such costs may ultimately prove to be 
a bargain compared to the cost of fixing DIY mistakes. 
Projects that are minor in scope and don’t require the use 
of potentially costly specialty tools may be better suited 
for weekend warriors than more complicated renovations.

DO I HAVE THE TIME? 
Homeowners must determine how much time they have 
to complete a project before deciding to do it themselves. 
No one wants to spend months staring at an unfinished  
renovation project. Homeowners who are already 
pressed for time may not be able to complete projects in 
a timely fashion, which can make homes less comfortable 
and even less safe.

CAN I PULL THIS OFF?
DIY projects can instill homeowners with a sense of  
pride in their homes, but homeowners considering the 
DIY option must conduct an honest assessment of  
their skills. A lack of renovation experience does not 
necessarily mean a homeowner cannot successfully 
complete a DIY project. But in such instances, it may be 
best to start with small, straightforward projects and then 
gradually move up to bigger, more complicated projects, 
as skills are fine-tuned. And homeowners who have  
never been at their best with a hammer in hand should 
not be ashamed to leave the work to the professionals.

Television shows and online tutorials can make renova-
tions appear easier than they actually are. Homeowners  
considering DIY renovations can ask themselves a  
handful of questions to determine if they’re ready for the 
challenge of renovating their homes on their own. 

SHOULD I DIY? 3 questions to determine if its 
best to renovate on your own 

Design ideas  
to give your home a farmhouse feel 

Farmhouse-style homes are having a 
moment. A 2020 survey from Homes.
com asked more than 5,000 adults 
across the United States about their 
favourite house style from a list that 
included bohemian craftsman,  
mid-century modern ranch, French 
chateau, and Tudor, among others. 
The modern farmhouse was the  
runaway winner, as participants in  
42 of the 50 states indicated this 
simple, cozy style was their favourite.

Home renovation projects can help homeowners  
put their unique stamp on their homes, and such projects  
can be both aesthetic and functional in nature.  
The following are some farmhouse design elements 
homeowners can consider as they look to transform 
their home interiors with this popular style in mind.

EXPOSED BEAMS: Exposed beams instantly evoke  
images of a farmhouse. The home improvement  
experts at BobVila.com note that this rustic renovation  
project can utilize real wood or faux beams that  
look like the real thing. Decorative beams that have 
nothing to do with a home’s structural integrity can 
be installed by skilled do-it-yourselfers. However, even 
faux beams are heavy, and BobVila.com recommends 
homeowners have an engineer assess their existing 
structure before installation.

DISTRESSED WOOD FINISHES: Distressing is designed  
to make something look less than perfect. Distressed  
wood finishes can be found throughout many  

farmhouse-style homes. Furniture and picture frames 
can provide the distressed look farmhouse fans are 
looking for. This is a relatively inexpensive project 
that many homeowners can tackle on their own after 
watching some online tutorials that recommend the 
right tools and techniques to get the job done right.

KITCHEN SINK: Many components combine to create  
a truly classic farmhouse kitchen. But perhaps no  
component is more essential than the classic  
farmhouse sink. The renovation experts at HGTV  
note that a classic farmhouse sink features a deep,  
wide basin. Farmhouse sinks are large enough to  
handle all the dishes that come after a big family meal. 
Old-fashioned porcelain sinks are worth consideration  
by homeowners who want their kitchen sinks to  
evoke a traditional farmhouse feel.

COUNTERTOPS: HGTV recommends butcher block 
countertops for homeowners who favour European 
farmhouse style. Homeowners overhauling their  

kitchens to create a farmhouse feel should consider 
installing a large island with a walnut butcher block 
countertop for an authentic farmhouse feel.

Farmhouse-style homes are wildly popular. Some 
simple renovations can help homeowners with a  
fondness for farmhouse style bring this classic look  
into their homes.
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*Team Jordan is the #1 Keller Williams Group in Canada based on GCI in 2020.
Not intended to solicit those already under contract.
Lorraine Jordan is a Sales Representative with Keller Williams Experience Realty

FIND OUT
WHY WE’RE
THE #1 TEAM
IN CANADA*

info@teamjordan.ca
call: 705.526.9770
text: 705.527.2007

teamjordan.ca

Since 2007, Lorraine Jordan 
along with her team of real estate 
experts has helped over 9,000 
clients realize their dreams and 
escape to the good life.

Sure, many real estate companies 
can say the same thing, but we are 
a different type of real estate team. 
In an industry that sometimes 
gets a bad reputation, Team 
Jordan is working to change the 
way people think about real 
estate and real estate agents.

We are focused on building 
long-lasting relationships, 
fi nding solutions and sharing 
knowledge – whether it leads to a 
transaction or not.

We are committed to contributing 
to our communities where we live 
and work whether it is through our 
work, volunteering or simply being 
a great neighbour.

It’s the simple things 
that make us #1.

Are you ready to escape to the good life?
Want to realize your dreams and escape to the good life?
Give us a call and talk to us today.



Call for a FREE Market Evaluation! 905-841-4787 
You Get The “Right Results” With Rocco.

Serving Aurora, Newmarket, East Gwillimbury, King, Stouffville, Richmond Hill & Surrounding Areas

905-841-4787 • www.roccoracioppo.com
List with one of Canada’s Top Producers, 

ranked # 72 in Canada out of approx. 21,000 RE/MAX Agents in 2017.

Rocco Racioppo
BROKER

Rocco Racioppo
REALTRON REALTY INC.
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED BROKERAGE
REALTRON REALTY INC.

Rocco RacioppoRocco Racioppo

LUXURIOUS 20 ACRE TREED ESTATE $12,950,000
Approx. 20 acres on a magnifi cent private tree estate with 4-acre pond. Two homes both 
with private pools. Bungaloft is approx. 11,000 sq. ft with large terrace overlooking pond. 

Second home is approx. 1,900 sq. ft bungalow. Property secured with gated entrance!

PRESTIGIOUS STONEHAVEN HOME WITH FINISHED BASEMENT! $1,728,000
Prestigious Stonehaven Approx. 3,600 Sq Ft plus fi nished basement with 

2 separate recreation rooms. 5 Bedrooms in total and 3 full Ensuites. Hardwood 
and ceramic throughout main fl oor. Improvements Include: new roof shingles, 

2nd Br Ensuite, two other Ensuites, fi nished basement!

144 BOTELHO CIRCLE SOLD FOR $3,235,000
Thinking of Selling? 

Call Rocco today for a FREE Market Evaluation!

988 LOCKWOOD CIRCLE SOLD FOR 2,070,000
Thinking of Selling? 

Call Rocco today for a FREE Market Evaluation!

738 VALLEY GREEN TRAIL SOLD $1,560,000
Thinking of Selling? 

Call Rocco today for a FREE Market Evaluation!

28 HYDRANGEA HOLLOW SOLD FOR $1,230,000
Thinking of Selling? 

Call Rocco today for a FREE Market Evaluation!

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

STUNNING CUSTOM BUNGALOW WITH BACKYARD OASIS! $3,950,000
Stunning Custom-Built Open Concept Bungalow on a Quiet Cul-De-Sac. Approx. 

11 Yrs Old 3900Sqft W/10Ft Ceilings & rare 4 bedrooms on main fl oor. Superior Work-
manship & Architectural Details: Gorgeous Custom Kit W/Centre Island, New Counters 

& Large Chef’s Pantry. 9Ft Ceilings in Huge Unfi nished W/O Bsmt. Private 2.2 Acres!

BUNGALOFT SITUATED IN THE HEART OF OAK RIDGES! $1,998,000
Quality built bungaloft on quiet court backing onto a ravine lot situated in the heart of Oak 
Ridge’s marine. Approx. 2,700 sq ft plus unfi nished walkout basement 9 ft ceilings on main 
with open concept kitchen/ 2 storey family room. 3 full Ensuites w/large walk-in closets. 

Hardwood fl oors throughout. Close to Wilcox Lake, parks and hiking trails and all amenities!

ALMOST 6,000 SQ FT OF LUXURIOUS LIVING SPACE! $1,850,000
Prestigious Stonehaven. Almost 6,000 Sq ft of luxurious living space. 6 bedrooms. 
Open kit/family room, 9Ft ceilings on main. Private south facing lot. Many recent 

improvements, hardwood fl oors through main and 2nd fl oor den, large 2 tier deck!

PRESTIGIOUS STONEHAVEN HOME ON SOUTH FACING LOT! $1,665,000
Prestigious Stonehaven Approx. 3,800 sq ft 2 Storey Home with stone front, 

3 car garage situated on a premium south facing lot. 
9 ft ceilings on main fl oor. 5 total bedrooms, 2 full Ensuites!

17 ACRE ESTATE! $2,999,900
Minutes to highway 404. Almost 6,000 sq ft of luxurious

 living space with 4 car tandem garage. Inground 
saltwater pool & 60 by 40-foot, outbuilding!

APPROX. 1,100 SQ FT CONDO! $629,900
Spacious 2 bedroom/2 bath condo apartment. Approx. 1100 Sq Ft 

with 9 Ft ceilings. Newly painted, updated laminate fl oors, 
Steps to all amenities including public transit, 

major shopping centres, Highway 401, Allen Expressway!

(NC) Building a custom home is like 
working with a blank canvas —  
you have the freedom to design  
and personalize it however you wish. 
It can also be like taking a huge gamble. The contract 
between you and the person you hire to build your 
home can potentially break down to the point where 
construction stops before your home is finished.

This can lead to terrible consequences for you,  
including financial loss and stress. The best way  
to protect yourself is to do things right from the  
beginning. Here are a few important things you  
can do to ensure your custom home dream becomes 
a reality:

Make sure your builder is licensed. New home  
builders in Ontario must be licensed with the Home 
Construction Regulatory Authority, which ensures 
builders have the required skills and holds them to  
professional standards of conduct. This authority  
manages an online provincial builder directory  

that you can use to confirm the builder you’re  
interested in is licensed. Make sure your builder is 
licensed before you enter into any agreements.

Have a solid contract. One of the biggest mistakes 
you can make is to rely on verbal agreements that  
can easily fall apart and make it difficult to prove  
what was agreed on. Make sure everything is in  
writing. Your contract should clearly state what 
you’re getting, how much it’s going to cost and  
what each person is responsible for. Have a real  
estate lawyer prepare, or at least review, your written  
contract before you sign it.

Know how you’re protected. Almost all new build 
homes in Ontario must be enrolled into the province’s 
new home warranty program. As a buyer of a “contract  
home,” the warranty covers you against financial  
loss if the relationship between you and the builder 
breaks down before your home has been completed. 
This protection covers the difference between the 
amount you paid your builder and the work that has 
been done to a maximum of $40,000.

Find more information and resources at tarion.com.

www.newscanada.com

What to know if you’re building a custom home
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440 William Graham Dr.

Downtown

Aurora

William Graham Dr.

440 Wil l iam Graham Drive at Lesl ie Street,  Aurora
905 503 5560  • sales@tmoa.ca  • themeadowsofaurora.com

MORE THAN A HOME. A COMMUNITY.

PARK ToweR
•  A m a z i n g  A m e n i t i e s  •

A Christian Seniors  
Lifestyle Community

AuRoRA’S NeweST ReTiRemeNT ReSideNce foR iNdePeNdeNT liviNg

NOW SELLING  
PARK 

TOWER 

BOOK YOUR  
PERSONALIZED
TOUR TODAY!
905 503 5560

Park Tower, our next exciting phase is now  
being offered at pre-construction pricing. 

we’re also thrilled to announce that our Phase 2 woodland Towers 
 is now completely Sold ouT and our beautiful campus is 

buzzing with activity. our Sales Presentation centre is open,  
along with our in-house café and patios. 

Park Tower features 125 superbly designed residences on 7 floors in a wide and stunning range  
of design and suite options. The building will be located immediately adjacent and linked  

to Woodland Towers and is beautifully sited to take full advantage of our amazing 
park-like setting and complement our green environment. 

if you’re close to considering “condo-style” living for your retirement years,  
it’s time to consider Park Tower at the meadows of Aurora.

Come

and exPerienCe

oUr Pond

and GaZeBo

NOW SELLING

PARK TOWER

Woodland Towers

SOLD OUT

Now Selling

PARK TOWER



(NC) Summer is finally here  
and so is the best of our growing  
season. Local produce not only  
tastes better, it also supports  
Canadian growers, as well as  
reduces our carbon footprint.  
While there are many stars of  
our local growing season, strawberries 
are the favourite of many.

The small, unique and deliciously red berries  
from fields across the country are available for a  
short window, but pack a punch that keeps us  
coming back for more each year.

If you find yourself purchasing more strawberries  
than you know what to do with this summer, here are 
a few ways to enjoy them:

TAKE IT OUTDOORS. Strawberry skewers on the  
barbecue will be your new party trick. Lightly oil 
and grill strawberries to top a salad. Or soak them 
in rum or bourbon or a touch of vanilla extract  
or balsamic for a non-alcoholic option before  
skewering and barbecuing for a few minutes,  
flipping once for a deliciously warm topping for your 
favourite ice cream or cheesecake.

S’MORES THE WAY. For a sweet and tart twist on 
the summer classic simply add sliced strawberries 
to your usual s’mores combo or take it to the next 
level with chocolate hazelnut spread and a few slices  
of banana, instead of the traditional chocolate  
combo. Marshmallow-dipped strawberries also make  
a great fireside companion. Melt marshmallows on 
the stovetop or use marshmallow fluff and dip a 
skewered strawberry in the melted marshmallow, 
roasting to perfection over the fire.

JAZZ UP YOUR JAM. Making jam with local berries 
is a tradition, and while your standard strawberry 
jam is delicious on its own, why not make a few new 
variations? Try adding a cup of prosecco to your 
standard jam recipe for a sparkling surprise or some 
fresh-chopped basil for a savoury spin on the classic 
favourite. Spread on a scone or add to a charcuterie 
board for an extra taste of summer.

SAVOURY IS THE NEW SWEET. A summer salad with 
strawberries — like a spinach salad with pecans and 
a poppy seed or balsamic vinaigrette — may already 
be in your repertoire, but there are many more ways 
to use strawberries in a salad. Mix strawberries and  
fresh basil, drizzle with a mixture of olive oil, honey 
and lime juice and serve with grilled President’s Choice  
Halloumi. Strawberries, feta and mint is also a delicious  
combination and can be used like a salsa with fresh naan.

Local strawberries are now available at Loblaws 
stores across Canada.

www.newscanada.com

4 ways to use local strawberries this summer

Direct 289.221.1481 Office 905.727.3154 kellyburt@royallepage.ca
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DIRECTIONS:  

1   Stir together carrots, daikon, cucumber,  
jalapeño, rice wine vinegar, white vinegar and  
2 tbsp General Tao Sauce. Let stand for 15 minutes.

2   Heat oil in large skillet set over medium-high 
heat. Cook Meatless Meatballs for 5 to 8 minutes or 
until browned all over. Stir in remaining General 
Tao Sauce; bring to boil. Cook for 3 to 5 minutes  
or until meatballs are heated through and well  
coated in sauce.

3   Assemble meatballs in baguette with pickled 
vegetables and cilantro.

www.newscanada.com

1 cup (250 mL) matchstick carrots
½ cup matchstick daikon
½ cup matchstick cucumber
1 jalapeño pepper, thinly sliced
2/3 cup rice wine vinegar
2 tbsp white vinegar
1 jar VH General Tao Sauce, divided
2 tbsp canola oil
12 Gardein Meatless Meatballs
1 baguette, halved lengthwise and  
cut into 4 sections crosswise, toasted
1/3 cup packed cilantro leaves   

(NC) With a growing desire to shop local, there is an easy and convenient 
way to switch up your grocery list with products that are prepared in  
Canada. With more brands made locally than you may think, it’s easy  
to shop local from the comfort of your nearest grocery store.

Featuring Canadian-made sauce, meatless meatballs and veggies,  
this tasty recipe brings excitement to the dinner table.

Reinvent family-favourite meals  
with local products

Banh Mi Sandwiches Prep time: 15 minutes 
Serves: 4 

OPEN TO THE PUBLICOPEN TO THE PUBLIC
showroom@DPScountertops.comshowroom@DPScountertops.com

905-503-2222 
16650 Jane Street, King  
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DPScountertops.com




