By Julien Laurion
The Big Tuna of Real Estate

HEY CARLOVER, good question! First of all, a home
inspection is not necessary but it is always a good idea.
For most, buying a home is the largest investment of
their lives, so why not double check that the home is
as good as you think it is. A good and qualified home
inspector can spot potentially costly repairs that you
as the new homeowner may have to undertake. If
something major breaks right after the move in date
or is in need of replacing, this could really put a lot of
financial strain on the home owner.

A couple of years ago during the first ‘housing
boom’ here in Aurora, the majority of accepted offers
were firm. Meaning no conditions, then the market
cooled and corrected itself, sellers were more willing
to accepting conditional offers on home inspection
and financing. Typically, if the offer is conditional
on home inspection, you have five business days to
get the home inspected. Now we are right back into
another boom and the majority of deals are getting
completed have no conditions.
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Dear Julien, | hope you can settle a debate for me,

a friend of mine just purchased a home and did not

include a home inspection clause because they were

in a bidding war; my wife and | think this is potentially
foolish and could be costly for them. Would you recommend
a home inspection even if you are in a bidding war?

Sincerely CarLover

If you are including a home inspection clause the
wording you choose is paramount. A good home
inspection clause will include something to the effect
of “this offer is conditional upon the inspection of
the subject property by a registered home inspector
at the buyer’s own expense, and the obtaining of
report satisfactory to the buyer and the buyer’s sole
and absolute discretion” Therefore, this wording
protects you should something come that is of
concern and not of satisfaction to you.

As a result, this would allow you as the buyer a
couple options should something of concern come
up. For example, walking away from the purchase
entirely, allowing the seller to fix the identified
issues prior to the completion date or reducing the
purchase price reflecting the repairs needed. It is
important to note that in this example, other than
walking away, the seller would have to agree to
fixing the problem or reducing the price or any
other options.

CarLover, all conditions in the agreement to
purchase a home are to protect you as the buyer
from potential headaches. When buying an item as
costly as a home, should you choose not to include
conditions, the potential negative outcomes should
be considered quite seriously if you do not plan on
including them when purchasing a home. I hope
this settles the debate!

Julien Laurion AKA Big Tuna is a local

Real Estate Sale Representative with

Royal LePage Your Community Realty in Aurora.
| am a real estate agent who has expertise in both
Real Estate and Renovations and has been
involved in this community for over 20 years.

If you have a question for my monthly article or

if you are considering buying, selling or leasing a
home please feel free to call or email me directly
at (416) 402-5530 or julien@bigtuna.ca or by
alternatively visiting my website www.bigtuna.ca
or Facebook page @bigtunarealty

SPRING HOME

maintenance checklist

(NC) Winter is tough on our homes; the consistent

below-freezing temperatures, freezing rain and
snowstorms can take their toll. While the beginning
of spring is welcomed with a sigh of relief, it signals
that homeowners need to get to work on seasonal
maintenance tasks to repair any casualties of the
cold and prep for the summer ahead. Here, direct
insurance provider Onlia shares a springtime main-
tenance checklist to make sure you have your
bases covered:

CLEAN YOUR GUTTERS

Gutters and downspouts can get clogged by debris
— and clogged gutters can cause water damage.
Clear your gutters of anything that's built up
over the winter and patch any holes with exterior
caulking to make sure they effectively direct all water
away from your home.

LOOK OUT FOR PESTS AND CRITTERS

Spring is when the pests and critters come out
and can sometimes cause trouble for homeowners.
Most notable among them are the termites that tend
to swarm in the spring. Experts recommend keeping
an eye out for winged insects in and around
woodwork. If you find them, they're likely termites,
and you should call pest control right away if you
notice signs like discoloured or drooping drywall
or peeling paint that indicates water damage.

CHECK OUT YOUR ROOF

You don't need a ladder for this one. Go outside
and look at your roof; do a simple visual inspection
for loose or missing shingles and call a professional
if a repair is in order.

INSPECT YOUR DRIVEWAY AND PATHWAY

The constant cycle of freezing and thawing in the
winter is tough on concrete and asphalt. Examine
your driveways and walkways and take note of
damage like cracks and uneven surfaces. They could
post a safety hazard to those on your property, so it's
best to get them checked out as soon as possible.

Even with proactive maintenance, sometimes you
just can't prevent the unexpected — but you can
prepare for it. Protect your home and what's in it with
a solid home insurance policy. Get a quote at onlia.ca.

www.newscanada.com

PRrROFESSIONAL RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES

Thinking of Buying
or Selling Your Home?

For Insider Tips Visit:
HelenAvraamNeo.com

$1 998 000 Completely Updated Quality Built Normerlca Post & Beam Home On
Beautifully Treed Private 2.5 Acres W/View Of Neighboring Pond. Features: Cstm.
Cabinetry, Spacious Leathered Granite Centre Island Kitchen W/Walkout To Covered
Wrap Around Porch & Patio, Top Of The Line Stainless Appliances, 3 Fireplaces, Natural |~
Pine Floors & Beamed Ceilings, 3 Bdrms. W/Vaulted Ceilings & Double Closets. Bright

(Elena) Avraam Neophytou,
Sales Representative, SRES
ROYAL LEPAGE CONNECT REALTY, BROKERAGE

[ NNy Custom 4Pce. Washroom W/Walk-In Rain Shower Overlooking Backyard!
ROYAL LEPAGE
[ NNy H.R. HorizoN REALTY LTD.,

HIS

BROKERAGE

Independently Owned & Operated

416-706-0419
HoRrizoNREALTY.CA
239 Main St., Schomberg

Each office independently
owned and operated

Call Direct: 416-587-3415

Realt:
Ltd Brokerage

Email: HelenAvraamNeo@RoyallLePage.ca

JUST LISTED IN STONEHAVEN! COMING SOON IN WOODLAND HILLS! JIIST LISTED IN HOLI.AND LANDIIIG'

REAL ESTATE SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Quiet court! Beautiful & spacious executive home w/ 4 bedrooms

& 3 bathrooms on 2nd floor, 9’ ceilings on main level, hardwood
both levels, large family & living & dining rooms, lovely eat-in
kitchen w/island, granite counters, fireplace & w/o to fabulous
deck & mature treed yard. Bonus basement inlaw apartment
w/separate entrance! Many upgrades & special features!
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Fabulous modern Mattamy home w/lovely neutral decor
minutes to all amenities! 9’ smooth ceilings & beautiful
dark hardwood on main level! Freshly painted 2021,
new windows 2020, gorgeous kitchen w/island & quartz
counters open to family rm w/fireplace! 4 large bedrooms,
diningrm w/fireplace, 3 modern baths & 2nd floor laundry!

Beautn‘ully renovated top to bottom 4 level S|despI|t onan
amazing private & mature appx. 1/2 acre treed lot! 3+ 1
bedrooms, lovely hardwood, fabulous reno’d kitchen with
stainless steel appliances & w/o to yard! Stunning reno’d bath-
rooms, awesome family room w/custom fireplace and gorgeous
decor throughout! Minutes to all amenities and marina too!
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905.898.1211 - 416.520.3651

anitakotsovos@gmail.com




Can we still go ahead and
buy a home now that the

province has been shut down?

an essential service and therefore is permitted
to continue through the province-wide
shutdown.  For more than a year now, many
REALTORS® have worked on improving the way
they serve their clients with excellence more virtually
than ever. Consultations, offers and meetings are
being held via computer, tablet or smartphone to
reduce the spread of COVID-19. Digital signatures
have been adopted by many in all fields as it relates to
the purchase and sale of real estate.
With Open Houses conducted in-person being

Buying, Selling and Leasing real estate remains

banned across Ontario, more are sharing the home
via live virtual Open Houses, video showings, detailed
virtual tours and floor plans so that Buyers can
narrow their search before booking an appointment
in person. REALTORS"® are no longer permitted to
canvass or door-knock neighbourhoods for business.
If seeing the home for sale in person, the number of
Buyers allowed in the home for a booked appointment
has been limited, and Personal Protective Equipment
is mandatory. Each party for a showing should be
masked at all times, wear gloves and use hand sanitizer

Many brokerages require COVID-19 safety
questionnaires to be completed in advance of showings
to further understand that the visiting parties are not
at risk of experiencing COVID-19 symptoms. Sellers
should also divulge to their selling REALTOR® if
they are self-isolating, or confirmed to be COVID-19
positive. If this is the case, all appointments will be
cancelled. Following public health measures is crucial
for all parties.

The market remains strong, competitive and the
inventory of homes to choose from typically increases
in the spring housing market. Contact a REALTOR®
today to develop a safe action plan towards purchasing
ahome.

- Written by Connie Power

Connie Power is Manager, Real Estate Sales Representative

CNE® SRS® ABR® SRES® for RE/MAX Hallmark York Group Realty Ltd.,
Brokerage serving York region and beyond.

Empowering you in real estate!

**Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract

on the way in and out of the homes for sale.

Aurora Schomberg
Home hardware Home hardwdare

Your Community Hardware Store
o8 CLASSIC BRANDS VANITIES 7t

&) AVAILABLE &5

BRAND NEW COLOURS

JAVA, MIDNIGHT BLUE,
BERMUDA WHITE &
LONDON FOG

CLASSIC BRANDS ALSO HAS A
WIDE SELECTION OF QUARTZ
VANITY TOPS & MIRRORS.

247 to 727 sizes available

BUYgNOW
ANDISAVE

Come and see
the difference

T

We Offer Windows and Doors with Installation

As well as...

Housewares, Hand & Power Tools, Plumbing & Electrical
Supplies, Vanities and Toilets, Paint & Painting Supplies,
Automotive Supplies, Screen & Glass Repair.

We also feature Giftware & Seasonal items,

including Lawn & Garden Supplies.

We also sell lumber and provide next day delivery.

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How.

Aurorca e eenstE | SehomMberg Ve s i sore piasa
Home hardware 905-727-4751 Home hardware 905-939-HOME (4663)

Aurora and Schomberg Home Hardware Serving York Region and Surrounding Areas
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BASEMENT FLOODING:

how to avoid this spring thaw

¢y Even though many parts of Canada
had a relatively warm winter, the
annual spring thaw always poses a
risk for basement flooding and home
water damage. Preventing it is your
best bet, as the average cost of a
basement flood is over $40,000.

More than the expense, water damage can
ruin your belongings, create a mess, require you
to file an insurance claim and take a long time

to clean up. Depending on where you live, your
home may be more prone to flooding.

Understanding the signs and being proactive
about taking care of your home can help
you reduce the risk. Aviva Canada, one of
Canada’s largest insurance providers, offers some
tips you can take to protect your basement
against flooding:

« Get a plumber to inspect your home for potential
issues that could lead to flooding — such as poor
drainage, overflowing eavestroughs and cracks in

the foundation. oIf you have a sump pump, consider having it o Talk to your insurance broker about what level of
equipped with a battery backup in case of power out- water damage your current homeowner’s insurance
ages, and make sure to inspect it regularly to ensure covers and what additional insurance you might need.
it’s working correctly.

« Clean your eavestroughs on a regular basis to avoid
clogging and overflow.

« Refrain from pouring oils and fats that can block drains. . Find more information at avivawaterprotection.ca

» When buying a home, make sure you are aware of

« Keep storm-sewer drains clear of debris. any flooding issues in the area. www.newscanada.com

Your ultimate
spring-cleaning
checklist

) With more of us working
from home, our places
probably need a good
spring cleaning more than
ever. But between juggling
our jobs, the kids and
everyday chores, we need
simple, manageable tasks
to tackle. Here are some
easy things you can do:

INSPECT THE EXTERIOR

Thanks to wind, hail and snow, the outside of your
house takes a beating over the winter. Take a close
look at the roof to look for loose or missing shingles
and walk around the perimeter to check for hairline
cracks in the foundation, peeling paint or holes where
critters can get inside.

DECLUTTER CLOSETS

Space is at a premium in most homes, so take the
time to sort through old clothing, toys and other items
collecting in your closet and basement. With the
pandemic, many are in need. Check with community
organizations accepting donations. Most have
cleaning protocols in place to keep recipients safe.

REVIEW YOUR INSURANCE

As you're going through your home and belongings,
take the time to review your policy to make sure
you're covered for all incidents you need. You can
also take pictures of your space and more expen-
sive items, so you have a record in case you need
to make a claim. Talk to your insurance broker about
what your current homeowner’s policy covers and
what additional coverage you might need.

REPLACE AR FILTERS

After a long season of heat pumping through your
HVAC system, it's important to change out dirty
air filters. This will help you breathe cleaner indoor
air and prep your system for distributing fresh,
cool air in the summer.

CHECK THE CAULKING

Caulking in your kitchen and bathroom helps
prevent leaks and water damage to your home —
which can cause your insurance claim costs to
skyrocket. Stay on top of it by regularly caulking all
the tubs, showers and sinks in your house.

Find an insurance broker in your area today at
aviva.calen/find-a-broker.

www.newscanada.com

79 TREEGROVE CIRCLE, AURORA 95 TEMPERANCE STREET, AURORA 981 ON BOGART CIRCLE, NEWMARKET
$3,250,000 1,599,000 $866,000

149 KENNEDY STREET WEST, 276 KENNEDY STREET WEST,
AURORA AURORA AURORA

1037 MEADOW LANE, 111 IVY JAY CRESCENT, 205 TIMPSON DRIVE,
NEWMARKET AURORA AURORA

Wonder What YOUR Home is Worth?
Contact Us TODAY For Your Free Home Analysis Report!

i
MARISSA WHITE

Sales Representative

TOGETHER TO SERVE YOU BETTER
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SALES REPRESENTATIVE

DIRECT: 416-418-6683

OFFICE: 905-727-1941
JULIANNEBOILEAU@HOTMAIL.COM
TIME2BUY-SELL.COM
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nc) Our homes have become
our havens during the pandemic,
whether we’re homebodies or not.

While we’re staring at old linoleum flooring,
wrestling with stuffed closets and dreaming of
installing a backyard hot tub, being at home has
many of us pining for upgrades to our space.

Now with the weather warming up, lots of people
have big plans for renovations, from backyard en-
hancements to indoor upgrades. Before you get started
on your makeover, consider the following three types
of renovations and how they can impact your home’s
resale value and your insurance:

o lifestyle renovations to help meet your family’s
changing needs (like adding new bedrooms);

o retrofit projects to update core components of
the home (such as mechanical updates or exterior
upgrades); and

« maintenance upgrades required to repair or
improve your home.

Typically, retrofits and maintenance projects
will preserve or add value to your home, while
the impact of lifestyle improvements may vary.
Extensive kitchen and bathroom renovations may
increase your home’s value, while smaller improve-
ments like painting a bedroom may not.

Renovations may also require permit approvals,
depending on the size and scope of the project.

a 1L J.,"_"i,- !'-:!':E:, "1;" o
...Renovations may
have a lasting impact

on the value of your home...

If you're not clear whether your project requires a
permit, check with your municipality.

Renovations may have a lasting impact on the value
of your home. Long after the dust has settled updates
may affect your monthly insurance premiums. For
example, certain additions like a pool or home office
. . oo may result in an increase.

Permits are typically required if you are: . . ,
In contrast, renovations that improve your home’s
«adding a new structure to the land (including

seasonal buildings),

safety like a new roof or a home security system may
reduce your rate. Let your insurance provider know
about any changes you've made to keep your policy
up to date.

Your home is likely your biggest investment,
and you'll want to keep it safe. Protect it with a

« doing renovations or repairs to your existing building,

« updating the use of the building (like changing
from commercial to residential usage),
« changing the foundation, or policy from Onlia. Get a quote at onlia.ca.

« making changes to an on-site sewage system. www.newscanada.com
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4 Barristers olicitors

Experience and Integrity
You Can Trust

King City, Vaughan, and
New Tecumseth, Ontario

re: 905-833-9090
rax 905-833-9091

Email: info@blacklawoffice.ca

Real Estate Transactions
Corporate - Wills - Estates
Probate = Family = Immigration

(Ne) Did you know the bathroom

is the most renovated space in the
home? Use these quick tips to create
a relaxing retreat from everyday life:

CONSIDER OPEN SHELVES

Create the illusion of more space and add room to store

and organize your items with open shelving. Floating

and standing shelves are inexpensive but can be cutely
i decorated with baskets, plants and candles.

| CHOOSE DURABLE MATERIALS
Whether you're changing the paint, tile or flooring,
remember that all surfaces in a bathroom are exposed to
more water and moisture than other areas of the home.
So, invest in high-quality materials such as porcelain or
cast iron that will look fantastic and stand the test of time.

LEAVE PLUMBING ALONE

While tempting to relocate the tub or sink, moving plumbing
fixtures is a major and expensive undertaking. For a fresh
and affordable change, swamp out the hardware for trendy
matte black or bronze.

REFRESH YOUR MEDICINE CABINET

Now's the time to make sure you have all the essentials
and splurges that add comfort and a touch of luxury to your
bathroom. Great for moisturizing dry skin, lanolin cream is
perfect for combatting artificial air and extra handwashing.
Try Medela’s Purelan lanolin cream to lock in moisture all day.

Find more information at medela.ca.

www.newscanada.com

Attn Builders/Renovators. Great opportunity
to build up. Footings in place. Walking distance
to private beach in the Roches Point area of
Georgina. Don't wait too long.

Herimace Group LiD.
Brokerage*

597 MCGREGOR FARM TR., NEWMARKET

Great location, close to Upper Canada Mall,
4 bedroom, 4 bathroom, hardwood 1/o, flat
ceilings, pot lights, landscaped backyard, gas bbq

outlet, gazebo, grassed, 50 x 118 ft.

JUDY KENDALL

Sales Representative

416-258-9579

century21.ca/judykendall
11160 Yonge St, Richmond Hill, ON L4S5H1

0000

Buying or Selling Your Home?
Want to know what it’s worth?

FREE Home Evaluation

Robert (Rob) Antenucci

Broker
Homelife/Vision Realty Inc., Brokerage
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Call Direct: 416-895-8028
Email: rob@robantenucci.com

www.robhantenucci.com
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Designing an ideal backyard
space requires forethought and

an eye for style. Knowing which
features to include in a yard often
boils down to what homeowners
want to achieve in the space.

Will it be a relaxing oasis or a
central entertaining focal point?
People often look to various structures to add height

and visual interest to outdoor spaces. Homeowners
will likely come across structures like arbours, gazebos,
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pergolas, and even trellises as they wade through
the variety of features they can incorporate into
backyard plans. Each of these structures can add
appeal, but they also can offer shelter from the sun
and privacy when enjoying the yard. There are
significant differences between each structure, so heres

an in-depth look at what sets them apart.

ARBOR

An arbour is one of the more simple garden structures.
It is usually a frame that is arched or square-cornered.
Most homeowners use it as an entryway to a garden or
even the front of the home. Those with green thumbs
may cover the arbour with climbing and trailing plants.
The Spruce says arbours date back to early Egyptian
and Roman gardens and were used throughout Europe

by the late 16th century.

COLLECTIONS
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PERGOLA

The words arbour and pergola are often used
interchangeably, but to suggest the two structures are
the same would not be accurate. Pergola comes from
the Italian word pergola, which means projection.
Pergolas were once projected from exterior walls
and supported on one side by pillars or columns.
Today, arbours are usually freestanding units with
two or four posts. Pergolas may be connected on
one side to a home or another structure. Some are
freestanding units supported by four posts. Pergolas
tend to be larger and offer more privacy and shade
than arbours.

GAZEBO
Gazebos are more defined garden buildings, states
the contractor referral site Network. Gazebos are

[ l.umu‘ﬂl‘l"*' 1
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freestanding units that can be built in various shapes.
Some are octagonal, and others are square. Like a
pergola, a gazebo is supported by columns and may
have low railings or built-in benches. Gazebos also
may have a more solid roof than arbours or pergolas,
providing sun and other weather protection. The roof
may have added architectural appeal, like a cupola.

TRELLIS

A trellis is a simple, geometrically-shaped structure
that provides a surface for climbing plants. A trellis
also may support fruit-bearing trees. Trellis work
may be used in conjunction with an arbour or pergola
or be installed on fencing.

Incorporating structures into backyard designs can
provide functionality and appeal.

Learn the right way;to
clean lawn and patio furniture

tools don't damage the furniture. For example, many
scrub brushes can scratch glass or aluminum.

Once the days begin to grow a little
bit longer and the numbers on the
thermometer creep a tad higher, the
outdoor entertaining season is right
around the corner. Homeowners
may be anxious to once again return
to the comforts of their backyards.
However, their patio furniture may
not be ready for lounging just yet.

Some simple cleaning strategies make it easy to brighten
outdoor furniture made of metal, glass, wood, and plastic.
Before homeowners know it, their backyards will be ready
for outdoor entertaining season.

PROPER STORAGE

Storing outdoor furniture during the colder months of the
year is a great way to protect items from the elements.
This may involve careful shrink-wrapping and keeping
items outdoors, or by moving furniture indoors to a shed
or garage. Cleaning the furniture one last time before
storing it also can be handy.

REMOVE STUCK-ON DEBRIS

Inspect furniture and be prepared to remove any stuck-
on debris, such as bird droppings, sticky food residue or
even cobwebs and insect nests. Be sure to use a cleaning
tool that is safe for the material you are cleaning. Test an
inconspicuous area of the furniture first to ensure your

MAKE A THOROUGH CLEANSER

Clean stains off of furniture with a versatile cleanser.
A mild cleanser can be made by mixing 1/2 cups of
baking soda with 1 gallon of warm water, according to
the experts at Better Homes & Gardens. Regular
dishwashing detergent also can be mixed with water, as
it has a mild bleaching agent. This cleanser can be used
on plastic resin furniture or metal furniture, which are
popular patio furniture materials.

PATIO FABRICS

Check the cleaning instructions of outdoor fabrics, as
there might be specific instructions on the tags. In some
cases, the fabric may be removed and washed in a
washing machine in a gentle setting. A solution of dish
soap and warm water also is a gentle way to clean outdoor
fabrics. Once items are clean, HGTV advises applying
a water-repellent fabric protector to minimize staining
and maintenance.

STRIP OR SAND

Wood furniture may need specialized care. If stains cannot
be removed with a mild cleanser, then hardwoods like teak
can be surface-sanded to restore the item'’s original look.

Pressure washers can often do more harm than good
to patio furniture, so it's best to look for an alternative
way to clean them. Usually, a bit of elbow grease and a
cleanser is all that's needed. Give the cleaning product
time to work. Wipe down and dry the furniture thoroughly
to prevent the growth of mildew.

C : Real Estate Market Update — Aurora

ith Spring in our midst, yet the caution for
Wsafety first to curb the spread of COVID-19, the

housing market in March remained strong
across Aurora. There were 165 freehold homes that sold
at an average price of $1,292,795 on average within 9
days on the market for about 109 percent of the asking
price. The average price for the 31 condominium sales
was $748,562, selling on average within 12 days on the
market, yielding sellers on average 103 percent of the
asking price.

Last March there were 111 percent fewer homes
sold, and TRREB Toronto Regional Real estate Board
classified the commencement of the COVID-19
Pandemic on March 15th, 2020. Consumer confidence
and the need to buy and sell real estate have not
disappeared one year later. Safety remains a crucial
main focus for all needing to Buy or Sell real estate.
Open houses in person remain prohibited, along with
door-knocking and canvassing neighbourhoods, which
should also not be happening.

Home pricing remains strong, and with more receiving

Buyer Demand Continues to Spring Forward

vaccines, consumer confidence in selling may provide
balance to this strong Seller's market as more inventory
comes to market. Before selling, interview a REALTOR®
on the best practices to ensure safety is top of mind in
these COVID times. The province of Ontario is currently
in grey classification shut down and its crucial for much
of the real estate marketing for a home to be done as
virtually as possible for the safety of both homeowners
and buyers wanting to make their next move.

- Written by Connie Power

Connie Power is the Manager, Real Estate Sales Representative

CNE® SRS® ABR® SRES®, for RE/IMAX Hallmark York Group Realty Ltd.,
Brokerage serving York region and beyond in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA).
Empowering you in Real Estate, Call Connie today to make an
appointment to discuss your next move at (905) 726-0856.

*The statistics provided herein were obtained from the Toronto Regional
Real Estate Board; Summary of Existing home Transactions for all home
types for March, 2020 and the Regional Housing Market Tables for

York region, Aurora March, 2020 as well as from the Statistics and
Counts for all of Aurora for March 2020 for both Freehold

and condominium Sales of all types of homes.

**Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract.

D PS countertops.com

HIRING

STONE
APPRENTICE

Clean driver abstract
and willingness to
learn required

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

CURBSIDE SAMPLE PICK-UP AVAILABLE
VIRTUAL VIEWING OF SAMPLES AVAILABLE

Email: showroom@DPScountertops.com
905-503-2222
16650 Jane Street, King
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Factors to consider
¢ When planning year-round

OULAOBK: &{zmg gmcég

ALFRESCODINING is popular in spring and summer,
and that popularity reached new heights in the summer
of 2020. With much of the world still grappling with
the outbreak of the novel coronavirus COVID-19 and
government officials fearing rising case numbers if
indoor gatherings are allowed, many restaurants are
limited to offering only outdoor dining to patrons.
Such restrictions reintroduced many people to the
pleasure of outdoor dining.

Outdoor dining may be synonymous with summer,
but there’s no reason why good meals can’t be enjoyed
outside year-round. That’s especially true when home-
owners take stock of certain factors when planning
outdoor dining spaces they intend to use all year long.

LIGHTING

If you plan to keep outdoor dining going after
summer, then some extra lighting may be necessary.
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RE/MAX HALLMARK TRENDS GROUP REALTY

Brokerage, Independently Owned and Operated
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The sunsets in the late afternoon/early evening in fall
and winter, so you won't be able to rely on natural light
to keep the dinner table aglow. Lighting also can make
outdoor dining in summer more enjoyable. Outdoor
string lights can add a relaxing vibe to a deck or patio.
If you intend to string the lights up year-round, make
sure poles are sturdy enough to withstand winter winds.

WEATHER

Table cloths can add a touch of class to outdoor dining
tables. But those table cloths are only effective if they
remain on the table. Summer breezes might not prove
too great a challenge in that regard, but fall, winter
and spring weather might make it hard to keep table
cloths on the table where they belong. A simple set of
table cloth clips can ensure the wind doesn’t blow table
cloths around while people are eating or completely off
the table when everyone is inside. Hurricane candle

BUYERS ARE
LOOKING FOR
HOMES IN KING!

OWN A HOME IN
| KING TOWNSHIP? ¢

GET TOP DOLLAR DURING ONE OF THE
HOTTEST REAL ESTATE MARKETS!

LOW INVENTORY + LOW INTEREST RATES

SELLERS MARKET!!

Fi 905-833-0111 @

www.trendsrealtyinc.com
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...nomeowners take stock of
certain factors when planning
outdoor dining spaces they
intend to use all year long...

holders also can make it easy to maintain the ambiance
candles provide without having to worry about the
wind extinguishing the candles in one strong gust.

SEATING

You might have no problem dining on traditional sum-
mer barbecue fares like burgers and hot dogs while sit-
ting in camping chairs. But people who want to serve
meals that require the use of a knife and fork will need
to make sure all guests have a seat at the table. A foldable
picnic-style table that can be easily stored in a garage or
shed can do the trick. In addition, some deck and patio

KING LUXURY LIVING
@ty o ( Sell wibh

Re/Max Hallmark Trends Group Realty

We are actively
. working with
several buyers
looking for
properties in King!

There is an unprecedented
demand for properties
suitable for a Design Build,
Starter Homes as well
as move in ready

Newly Built Homes. s

WHAT’S YOUR HOME WORTH?

Call us for a“Virtual”
Current Value Assessment

tables are expandable, making them ideal options for
people who may want to work around social distancing
guidelines and serve holiday meals outside this year.

GRILL

Charcoal grill devotees may find it frustrating to keep
coals lit long enough to get hot so they can keep enjoying
grilled meals after summer and throughout fall, winter
and spring. A hybrid charcoal/grill smoker that does
not expose the fire to the elements as much as a tradi-
tional charcoal grill can do the trick, and such a grill also
gives cooks the chance to slow cook and smoke foods all
year long. For those with no special devotion to char-
coal grills, a propane grill can light up in a matter of sec-
onds regardless of the weather.

Outdoor dining can be enjoyed for several months of
the year, especially when you take steps to prepare their
outdoor spaces for four seasons worth of gatherings.

Ana Pronio, Broker of Record
C. 416.528.0330
ana@trendsrealtyinc.com

Sal Zappulla, Sales Representative
C. 416.562.6846
sal@trendsrealtyinc.com

Jasmine Smith, sales Representative
C. 416.993.7173
jasmine@trendsrealtyinc.com
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If you are considering
selling your home
please reach out to us!

Raffaele Tomasone, Broker
C. 416-896-2911
raffaele@trendsrealtyinc.com

Felicia .IOIIES, Sales Representative
C. 647.525.0516
felicia@trendsrealtyinc.com
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(Ne) Building a home theatre

is the ultimate home renovation
project. With all of the new video
and audio technology options
available, it's no surprise that more
and more people are investing in
creating the perfect space for
enjoying family movie nights.

RESALE
« HOMES

COLLECTIONS

home theatfe

e 11 Ve
ABASEMENT HOME THEATRE is also a great place

for the kids to entertain while the grownups enjoy host-
ing upstairs. That is, of course, as long as the sound ef-
fects from the newest action flick dont drown out din-
ner conversation.

Whether you're turning your basement into a home
theatre or your garage into a music studio, you need to
think about how the project will affect your entire home
and the people in it. The right soundproofing solution is
especially important for a home theatre or music studio,
since it needs to serve two purposes: giving you the best
possible audio quality inside the room while limiting
noise transfer to the people outside.

-‘._

Kate Campbell, celebrity contractor, has created her
own home theatre and has some tips for those planning
a dedicated entertainment space. Since a standard home
theatre creates 75 to 80 decibels of sound, she says the
most important aspect of a home theatre is soundproofing.

Start by replacing hollow-core doors with solid doors
and cover any windows with heavy curtains to block light
and absorb sound. For walls and ceilings, she recom-
mends Canadian-made Sonopan with Noise Stop Tech-
nology for home theatre and basement renovations.

“The product absorbs a wide range of frequencies
and significantly reduces the transmission of sound and
vibrations from basement home theatres. The standard
4-by-8-foot panels feature cavities of varying dimen-

sions and depths on each side. They are lightweight,
simple to install behind drywall and environmentally
friendly because theyre made from 100 per cent recy-
cled wood and are totally recyclable”

Campbell says that sound transfer to rooms above
or adjacent to a home theatre can leak through electri-
cal outlets, light fixtures and other openings that aren’t
properly sealed. That's why it's important to use acousti-
cal caulking to seal any gaps where walls, ceilings and
floors meet, including those around the edges of electri-
cal outlets where drywall meets the outlet box. Sound

can travel from these areas to all parts of your home.
Find more information at sonopan.com.

www.newscanada.com

The term home theatre once made homeowners who love
movies and sports dream of the day when they could dedicate
a large area in their home to watching the big game or their
favourite films. Such rooms are now widely referred to as me-
dia rooms. Though the terminology may have changed, media
rooms are not all that different from home theatres.

Before choosing an area of their home as their designated
media room, homeowners must consider a host of variables
to ensure they get as much out of the room as possible.

LOCATION AND SHAPE: Of course the location of the
room is of the utmost importance. Media rooms tend to
be more social settings than traditional home theatres,
which were often designed to be isolated from the rest of

the home so noise and natural light did not adversely af-
fect the film-watching experience. Homeowners may not
want their media rooms to be in high traffic areas of their
homes, but they needn’t be completely secluded, either.
The renovation experts at the DIY Network note that the
shape of a room should be considered before designating
it as the media room. In general, square rooms are not
ideal, as such rooms can produce harmonic distortions.
A rectangular room likely won't produce such distortions,
especially when homeowners place their screens and
primary speakers on short walls. It's important that home-
owners do not downplay the importance of sound, as me-
dia rooms, unlike traditional home theatres, may be used
for listening to music just as much as they are for watch-

ing films or sports. Viewers may not recognize distortions
when watching something, but homeowners may notice
these abnormalities when listening to music.

WINDOWS: Media rooms are multi-purpose rooms, so
homeowners don't need to remove rooms with windows
from consideration. But the experts at the DIY Network
note that windows are hard surfaces that can reflect sound
and distort the audio, and the light that gets in through
windows can produce reflections on the viewing surface.
Each of those factors can adversely affect your listening
and viewing experience. A room with windows can still
make for a good media room, but you may want to invest
in some blackout curtains to mitigate some of the disad-
vantages of having windows in the room.

Variables to consider when choosing a media room

WALL COLOURS: The colours of the walls in the room
is another variable a homeowner will have to consider.
Homeowners won't want to host guests for the big game
in rooms with darkened walls, as that can create a dreary
atmosphere and potentially make people tired. But espe-
cially bright colours will reflect light and adversely affect
the viewing experience. Neutral colours should not affect
the colours on the screen, making them the ideal colour
choice for media room walls.

Media rooms are high on many homeowner’s renovation
lists. Considering a host of variables prior to designating
an area for a media room can ensure the finished product
is as enjoyable as possible.

LUXURIOUS 20 ACRE TREED ESTATE $12,950,000
Approx. 20 acres on a magnificent private tree estate with 4-acre pond. Two homes
both with private pools. Bungaloft is approx. 11,000 sq. ft with large terrace
overlooking pond. Second home is approx. 1,900 sq. ft bungalow.
Property secured with gated entrance. Call Rocco today!

WELL MAINTAINED, PERFECT FAMILY HOME! $1,978,000
Approx. 3,700 sq ft home w/ premium 50 ft sunny south lot in highly sought-after
Westbrook Community of Richmond Hill. Main Floor with 9 ft ceilings,
hardwood floor throughout. Separate Dining/living rm rare 4 spacious bedrooms
with 4 ensuite. Massive bsmt with separate entrance!

2 STOREY HOME IN DEMAND LOCATION' $1,598,000
Renovated home in demand location in south west aurora withno retrofrt
2-bedroom apartment with walkout basement. 6 bedrooms in total, 4.5 bathrooms.
New custom kitchens with granite tops and hardwood floors throughout.
Renovated baths. Call Rocco today!

RROCCO RACIOppO R

BROKER

REALTRON REALTY INC.

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED BROKERAGE

a, Newmarket, East Gwillimbury, King, Stouffville, Richmond Hill & Surrounding Areas

CUSTOM BUNGALOW WITH AMAZING
BACKYARD 0ASIS! $3,800,000
Approx. 10-year-old custom bungalow. Just under 4,000 sq ft situated on
quiet court with 2.2-acre lot with amazing backyard oasis!

BACKS ONTO RAVINE/ POND! $1,928,000
Backing onto conservation/pond In Prestigious Stonehaven with quiet court location.
Almost 6,000 sq ft. of luxurious living space, 2-bedroom in-law suite
with walkout basement. Call Rocco today!

LUXURIOUS UPGRAD CHED REINA MODEL $1,498,000
Luxury Detached Reina Model on quiet street w/lots of upgrades. 9 ft smooth ceilings,
great open concept layout w/library, dining & large family room overlooking gorgeous.

Upgraded kitchen w/granite breakfast bar quariz backsplash. 4 generous size bedrooms

wi/2 ensuite & one semi ensuite. Legal 2-bedroom walkout bsmt apartment!

DEMAND LOCATION IN AURORA! $3,518,000
Approx. One year old, 5,600 sq ft open concept 2 storey home.
With outstanding quality finishing’s throughout premium pie shaped lot
backing onto Magna Golf Course. Call Rocco today!

ALMOST 6,000 SQ FT HOME WITH 9 FT CEILINGS! $1,868,000
Almost 6,000 sq ft of luxurious living space in prestigious Stonehaven!
With 9ft ceilings on main floor and open concept plan. 5 bedrooms in total & 4.5 baths.
Excellent 70 ft south facing lot with recent improvements including
new roof shingles, windows and new gas furnace. Call Rocco today!

RENOVATED LUXURIOUS HOME $1 475,000
Approx. 4,500 sq ft of luxurious living space with reoent renovatlons
Private backyard. Minutes Upper Canada Mall and the
Newmarket Go Station. Close highway 400. Call Rocco today!

2 YEAR OLD STUNNING BUNGALOFT! $1 999,900
Apprux 2 and a half year old open concept bungaloft hackmg untu ravine
in Prestigious Stonehaven with a court location. 3,400 sq ft home plus
2,400 unfinished walkout basement. Call Rocco today!

JUST LISTED IN PRESTIGIOUS STONEHAVEN! $1,650,000
Approx. 6,00 sq ft. of total living space in prestigious Stonehaven with finished basement.
Open kitchen and family room, 6 bedrooms w/ 3.5 bathrooms, rec room and media room.

Steps to school, parks, conservation area and Magna Centre Call Rocco today!

BACKS ONTO RAVINE $1,398,000
Approx. 3,500 sq ft. home with walkout basement [ demand location.
Hardwood floors throughout. Backs on to ravine.
Call Rocco today!

Call for a FREE Market Evaluation! 905-841-4787

You Get The “Right Results” With Rocco.




Increase your home’s liveable space and value

(NC) For much of the past year,
most Canadians have spent more
time than usual at home where
some have discovered that their
family needs more space.

A basement renovation is one of the most popular
home renovations. It not only provides more usable
living space but also greatly increases home value.

Whether the plan is to use the space as a family
recreation room, media room, or home office, sound-
proofing should be a key component of the reno.
Soundproofing is often overlooked because unlike
flooring or choice of paint colour, it's not visible once
the construction is complete.

Soundproofing is an effective and cost-efficient way
to ensure the peace and comfort of family members
upstairs and downstairs. The cost of soundproofing
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MILL POND DREAMING
Stunning architecturally designed bungalow
Designers own home
Gardeners delight
79 foot frontage
Steps to Millpond
$1,888,000
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for the average basement costs less than $1000 but it
makes a huge difference in the enjoyment of your home.

Bryan Baeumler, HGTV host and professional
contractor, knows all about basement renovations and
believes soundproofing should be part of every project.

“The right soundproofing solution is especially
important for basement renos since it needs to serve
two purposes: providing the best possible sound
quality inside the room and limiting noise transfer to
and from the rest of the house”

Baeumler suggests using Sonopan with NoiseStop
Technology. The panels are lightweight, simple to install
behind drywall and environmentally friendly because
they’re made from 100 per cent recycled wood and are
100 per cent recyclable.

“It’s the best possible, most cost-effective soundproof-
ing option,” says Baeumler. “It absorbs a wide range of
frequencies and significantly reduces the transmission
of sound and vibrations. The panels are lightweight,
simple to install behind drywall, and can be installed
by a contractor or you can do it yourself. Because they

contain no added formaldehydes or VOCs (volatile
organic compounds), there isn’t a negative impact on
in-home air quality”

He says when installing a drop ceiling in a basement,
install soundproofing first. Its important to create a
solid barrier to stop sound. Although certain tiles can
do a decent job absorbing sound, much of the noise
still travels through the cracks. Seal any gaps with
acoustical caulking and adding insulation batts can be
used to increase soundproofing value.

While soundproofing is most easily addressed in
new construction, when applying over an existing wall,
follow the normal installation procedure. Make sure
screws are long enough to secure panels into frame-
work and then add drywall as usual.

Soundproofing can help ensure that youre making
the best use of your available space and protects the in-
vestment in your home.

Find more information at sonopan.com.

www.newscanada.com

Where to find the best
home décor updates

(NC) Canadians are spending more time than ever
before at home. Dining room tables have trans-
formed into workspace and living space is now the
classroom and a meeting room.

As the season changes, now is the time to think
about cleaning or sprucing up our living spaces.
With many local retailers opening online storefronts,
selling or buying items might be easier, closer and
more cost-effective than you think.

Going local can have some great benefits to you
and your community:

0 BUDGET-FRIENDLY WITHOUT SACRIFICING
QUALITY. Buying from local sellers is a great way
to stylishly furnish your home while supporting
local community members and businesses. Not only
are locally sourced items often more affordable than
big-box furniture, you can also rely on quality that lasts.

@ GIVE YOUR HOME A UNIQUE PERSONALITY.
Local items contribute to your home’s unique char-
acter and personality. Furniture or décor from a lo-
cal seller or store adds a special flare to your home
with unique new or pre-loved pieces.

g LESSEN YOUR IMPACT ON THE ENVIRONMENT.
Local sellers and businesses often have a smaller
carbon footprint than larger companies and tend
to do more good for their immediate community —
whether that's supporting a local charity or non-profit
organization.

Here are two places to purge and find great new
pieces nearby.

Secondhand stores: Local secondhand stores
and professional resellers are always looking for
new items to sell. Find secondhand stores near you
through an online search on Facebook or Instagram
or a buy-sell platform.

Online resale sites: Whether you're looking for
a new desk, an antique dining table, or a new mode
of transport, online resale sites like Facebook Mar-
ketplace help you discover, buy and sell goods. It's
easy to stay safe this way too. Just log onto your ac-
count to find what you want and sell what you don't.

It's also important to stay safe when buy second
hand. Make sure to follow guidance from your local
health authorities when meeting someone to buy
or sell secondhand items, and always meet in a
well-lit, public area.

www.newscanada.com

RARE 2 BEDROOM
BUNGALOW TOWNHOME
Steps to all amenities
Single car garage
Central Aurora
$699,900

BEAUTIFUL RAVINE
SETTING IN AURORA
3 bedrooms plus finished walk out basement
Updated open concept with direct
garage entry
Steps to all amenities
$849,900

nirec: 416-618-1714
www.monicastohr.com

COLLINGWOOD CHALET
Steps to Blue Mountain
Spectacular Mountain view
Quiet Court location
3300 sq ft of fabulous space
Sleeps 15 comfortably
$1,595,000
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A new age of

yelirement (C
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in Bolton with Sorrento

WHEN IT COMES TO RETIREMENT LIVING arrangements
for seniors, consideration has to be given to location,
amenities, overall comfort and convenience. Potential
residents want to know that their needs will be taken
care of while they maintain their independence.

A space that seamlessly encompasses all of these
elements would no doubt be a hot commodity for
those looking to make the move. After visiting
Sorrento Retirement Residence in Bolton, we can
confidently say that we've found such a place, and
it’s located right in our backyard.

From its conceptualization, Sorrento Retirement
Residence has been a space uniquely designed to
secure the comfortable, independent lifestyle of its
residents. Sorrento's design is heavily influenced by
the project's lead interior designer's incredible eye
for composition and background in psychology,
along with the builder's meticulous attention to
detail. Everything from room layouts to colour
combinations has been carefully chosen to promote
comfort, social structure and engagement.

Once you enter its front doors, you step into a
warm, welcoming atmosphere, met with luxuri-
ous design elements combining classic and modern
European styles.

Situated at 10 Station Road, Sorrento residents
have access to the best that Bolton has to offer. Parks
and beautiful trails alongside the Humber River are just
minutes away, along with shops and other activities.

Of course, making the move to a retirement space is
a big decision. Seniors and their families often express
concern that their lives will completely change after
they move.

Shiran Refai, Sorrentos executive director says,
“the only thing that changes when moving to Sorrento
is your address. We provide many luxuries and
amenities that allow you to continue pursuing your
hobbies and maintain your independence.”

Residents have access to a fitness center, pool,
pet spa, rooftop garden, potting room, gourmet
restaurant and so much more. Not only can they
continue pursuing their hobbies after moving in,
they’ll have even more activities to explore.

Safety is a top priority at Sorrento, especially amidst
current pandemic concerns. The isolation and separa-
tion that many elderly ones have faced over this past
year have no doubt has been extremely difficult.

Moving into a retirement living space like Sorrento
allows residents to safely regain their sense of commu-
nity. Social protocol measures are in place throughout
the building so as to promote uplifting interaction in a
safe way. If any residents don’t feel comfortable leaving
the premises to do their shopping, this service can be
provided to them by the Sorrento staff.

There are also unique safety features built into
the building to keep residents as safe and healthy
as possible, namely, its ERV system. This system
allows each individual suite to filter in the air from
outside while pushing out stagnant air. Air is not
circulated from room to room, but each suite has
an independent air exchange system. If any resident
should become ill and need to stay in their room,
the air in that room will be independently exchanged
with air from the exterior of the building. This
impressive feature single-handedly raises the bar when
it comes to safety standards in retirement residences
whether Independent or assisted living centres.

Resident health and safety are taken one step further
at the Sorrento Wellness Center, where doctors are on
call at all times along with in-house nurses and personal
support workers who are available around the clock.

The consideration that has been given to each
aspect of living at Sorrento sets this retirement
residence high above the rest. Its charming staff goes
above and beyond to accommodate every resident,
ensuring that their days are enjoyable and their needs
are met, making for a truly elevated living experience.

Sorrento suites are now available to lease. For
more information, visit sorrentoretirement.com or
call 647-317-7242. You can also stay up to date on its
current events through its Instagram and Facebook
pages at @sorrentoretirementbolton.

Written by Brittany Grenci
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WOODLAND TOWERS

with its amazing amenities

Meadows

of Aurora

OPENS WITHIN WEEKS

A Christian Seniors Lifestyle Community

NOW SELLING: PARK TOWER

Park Tower features 125 superbly designed retirement residences in a wide and stunning range of design and suite options.
The 7-storey building will be located immediately adjacent and linked to Woodland Towers and is beautifully sited to
take full advantage of our amazing park-like setting and complement our green environment.

The Meadows invites you to consider our “Continuum of Living” approach to retirement living, the full range
of amenities available to you along with our caring Christian community.

Featuring pre-construction pricing.

PARKTOWER

RETIREMENT RESIDENCES
AT THE MEADOWS

MORETHAN A HOVE. A COMMUNITY.

400 William Graham Drive at Leslie Street, Aurora
905 503 5560 * sales@tmoa.ca * themeadowsofaurora.com

By appointment only. Please call 905 503 5560
Monday to Friday: 10:00 am to 5:00 pm Saturday: 10:00 am to 4:00 pm



Going Through Refinancing Upsizing or
a Divorce...? Your Mortgage...? Downsizing...?

LET US OFFER A HELPING HAND. OUR EXPERTISE WILL HELP GUIDE YOU INVENTORY IS EXTREMELY LOW, NOW IS
EVERY STEP OF THE WAY. A GREAT OPPORTUNITY! ASK US HOW!

Relocating to Wondering About the Most Recent
Another Town...? Prices in Your Neighbourhood...?

WE SERVE THE ENTIRE GTA, ALLOW US TO HELP YOU. GIVE US A CALL AND GET A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

el

GET \/|P EARLY ACCESS TO THE HOTTEST PROJECTS COMING ON THE MARKET!

Pre-Construction | New Developments

ASK US HOW!

Thinking of
Buying, Selling or Investing?

We Already Helped More Than 185 Families So Far in 2021"

Market is Extremely Active and Hot!

CALL OR EMAIL US TODAY FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

905-907-5464

homes@darylking.com | www.darylking.com
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Daryl King ﬁ@éﬁ RE/MAX

) HALLMARK REALTY LTD.
THE DARYL KING TEAM’ | RAISING THE BAR
SALES REPRESENTATIVE ALLOW US TO HELP YOU

#1 TEAM IN YORK REGION """ | TOP 10 TEAM IN CANADA™™

WE SPEAK YOUR LANGUAGE:
DNOBCOP2ES

"The Daryl King Team consists of 43 registered Sales Representatives. “"Based on closed and pending transactions from Jan 1 to Mar 31, 2021.
“"All data compiled by RE Stats Inc. from TREB for closed transactions +/- 2.5% on volume basis in 2017.
""""Based on data collected within ReMax network in Canada in 2020. Not intended to solicit clients currently under contract with another Brokerage.




