By Julien Laurion
The Big Tuna of Real Estate

WELL... we continue to proceed in unprecedented
times. We are in a global pandemic, and the market
is beyond crazy hot right now. If you are a seller, this
is a great time to list your home!

There is very minimal supply, and there is an
extremely high demand for detached homes.

For the foreseeable future, this pandemic has
shown us that we will be working, living and
spending much more time at home. Having had
to endure lockdown in small spaces, many of
these city dwellers are looking to move to the
suburbs for more space.

As a result, for those looking to buy and get
into this market, you may be thinking, I am going
to wait until the market dips, and then I will buy.
While that may happen and it may benefit your
particular situation, a cheaper home doesn’t

necessarily mean cheaper monthly payments.

Interest rates have never been so low, which
makes the cost of borrowing money very reason-
able. As soon as interest rates increase, even if the
purchase price of the home is slightly lower, the cost
of carrying the loan may actually be higher.

For example, at the current approximately
2% interest rate, a home listed in Aurora for $500k
with a 20% down payment will cost approximately
$1,694 a month. Now, if that same home is listed
for 450k and you have a 20% down payment, BUT
the interest rate is now 3.99%, your approximate
monthly payment would be $1,892 a month. For
some, that extra $200 a month on top of all the other
household expenses could be a deal-breaker.

Right now, we are in uncharted waters, and it’s
very critical that you take the time to work with a
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JUST LISTED IN NEWMARKET!

Spectacular & spacious 4 bedroom family home on huge lot

in Woodland Hills!!' Exquisite decor t/out, quality upgrades
& finishes, modern open concept kitchen w/walkout to

deck & gorgeous landscaped yards!! 4 modern bathrooms,

beautifully finished rec rm w/bar & fireplace &
new 3 pc bath! Wow don’t miss this one!

HOT NEW LISTING IN RICHMOND HILL!

Gorgeous modern townhouse in fabulous location

with beautiful kitchen, stainless steel appliances,
hardwood floors, fireplace, 3 spacious bedrooms &
great master suite with 4 pc bath & walk in closet!
Partially finished basement, nice size fenced back yard
with hot tub and shed too!
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professional who understands this market. It could
be very easy to get swept up in the drama of a
bidding war and put yourself in a tough posi-
tion financially. I am happy to discuss and answer
any questions you might have! Spring market
here we come!!!

Julien Laurion AKA Big Tuna is a local

Real Estate Sale Representative with

Royal LePage Your Community Realty in Aurora.
| am a real estate agent who has expertise in both
Real Estate and Renovations and has been
involved in this community for over 20 years.

If you have a question for my monthly article or

if you are considering buying, selling or leasing a
home please feel free to call or email me directly
at (416) 402-5530 or julien@bigtuna.ca or by
alternatively visiting my website www.bigtuna.ca
or Facebook page @bigtunarealty

SPRING CLEANING

Tips for safe use of household

chemical products

(NC) As the days get noticeably longer and milder,
we emerge from winter hibernation and giving our
home a good spring cleaning suddenly appears on
the to-do list.

Household cleaning chemicals can have an important
role in keeping kitchens and bathrooms clean.
However, if they're not used safely, they can find their
way beyond the kitchen or bathroom walls, posing a
risk to your health and those around you.

By following these tips, you can keep you and your
family safe when you tackle household chores.

1. CAREFULLY READ THE PRODUCT LABEL.
Is there a hazard symbol on the label? If there is, be
sure you understand what it means and carefully
follow the warnings.

2. USE CHEMICALS CAREFULLY. All that fine
print under “directions for use” in household chemical
products is there for a good reason. It explains how to
use the product safely.

3. LET THE FRESH AIR IN. Ensure proper ventilation
by opening windows or doors and running exhaust
fans during and after cleaning.

4. DON'T MIX CHEMICAL PRODUCTS. Never mix
household chemical products together. Some mix-
tures can produce harmful gases. Bleach products
should never be mixed with other cleaning products.

5. STORE HOUSEHOLD CHEMICALS SAFELY.
Keep all household chemical products in their original
containers, safely stored where children cannot see
or reach them. Try not to store products that may
release harmful fumes or catch fire inside your home.
These items include solvents, gasoline, fuels or
varnishes. Store them according to the instructions on
the product's label in a separate building if you can,
orin an area that is well vented to the outside.

6. DISPOSE PRODUCTS PROPERLY. Check your
city or town’s guidelines for instructions on how to dis-
pose of hazardous household waste. As well, check
the label for disposal directions. Don't pour unused
chemical products down the drain or burn or bury them.

Find more information on keeping a healthy home at
canada.ca/healthy-home.
www.newscanada.com

PRrROFESSIONAL RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES

$3,995,000 53 Acre Farm With Original Renovated Field Stone Farm House Partially
Operating As A Bed And Breakfast, Large Barn With Significant Indoor And Outdoor
Storage Areas Plus 5 Additional Residential Apartments. Property Suitable For Horses
With 17 Indoor Stalls, Several Paddocks With Shelters & Auto Water Bowls. Beautiful
Rolling Landscape With Pasture And Mature Wooded Areas. .Includes 1.8 Building Lot
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Healthcare, Accountants, Lawyers. Live/Work From Home! Very
Unique Home - So Much Charm & Character! Awesome Huge
Addition, Double Garage W/ Loft, Lge Main Floor Master Wing W/
Modern Ensuite & W/I Closet! Main Floor Laundry & Office! Over-
size W/0 Rec Room W/ Fireplace & Beautiful Treed Private Lot!
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anitakotsovos@gmail.com




We're thinking of widening our home location
search to see what else might be available.

Do you think we will get more home for our money?

home sales continued to rise in February,
A s pushing pricing to double-digit growth

compared to last year, interest rates
remain extremely low; some Buyers are feeling
anxious to purchase, fatigued from multiple offer
scenarios on homes for sale and outpriced from their
target locations.

Competition in the Greater Toronto Area and
beyond continues. Affordability improves the further
the commute, typically away from Toronto. People
who may not have considered the GTA suburbs have
changed their minds since the COVID-19 pandemic
was declared across Ontario a year ago. Buyers have
been able to consider areas further from their ideal
location, feeling theres less demand for employees
and entrepreneurs to commute. Instead, many work
from home more than ever. A longer commute
to a workplace may be forgiven if the hours are
flexible; the days commuting are reduced which
saves on commuting expense, time and size of home
for money spent is increased.

The best thing a Buyer can do is have an open con-
versation with their workplace as to whether these
changes may be here to stay. Home pricing seems to
be increasing by the week, and competition for the
low inventory of homes for sale remains high, driv-
ing pricing to new normals across the GTA and sur-
rounding regions. Being priced out of an area may
not be a permanent situation. But, many Buyers are
feeling too anxious to wait and see when the hous-
ing market will correct to a more balanced market.
When there are more homes for sale to choose from
and fewer Buyers, typically means average home
pricing decrease. The rise in home prices is affect-
ing all sorts of conditions of homes as well. To be
competitive many are opting not to have licensed
inspections conducted beforehand. Those wanting
an investment property to flip may find it tougher
to find the low-cost gems to build quick equity in.
As prices increase, many Buyers additionally need to
widen their area home search, which drives demand
further geographically.

Aurora
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Your Community Hardware Store
CLASSIC BRANDS VANITIES 45

BRAND NEW COLOURS
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CLASSIC BRANDS ALSO HAS A
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Widening a geographic search for a home may
open new possibilities of value and how life will
work once the Buyers relocate. With population
growth expansion continuing across the Greater To-
ronto Area, there is more convenience being added
to manage the population increases and small towns
that may have had limited amenities and infrastruc-
tures have certainly been experiencing growth. It’s a
great exercise to view the planning department ex-
pansion plans for towns in question to understand
future growth plans. Competition may still be stiff as
the search widens, depending on the price range the
buyer is pre-approved for.

Call a REALTOR® today to discuss competi-
tive buyer strategies and complete a comprehensive
home buyer analysis to set the course towards a suc-
cessful home purchase.

- Written by Connie Power

Connie Power is Manager, Real Estate Sales Representative CNE®

SRS® ABR® SRES® for REIMAX Hallmark York Group Realty Ltd.,

Brokerage serving York region and beyond. Empowering you in real estate!
**Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract

Is your internet
too slow? It’s
probably not you

(NC) We all know the aggravation of a school lesson
that just won't stop freezing or the family video call that
looks more like a photo montage. And, as we adjust to
the impact of COVID-19 on our day-to-day, that slow
connection can have frustrating consequences.

Working from home and leaming remotely, both need
fast, stable intemet, something not enough Canadians
have yet. Even if you have fast devices in your home,
if the infrastructure in your area is not optimal, your
connection won't be either.

Right now, cities have the infrastructure needed to
ensure access. But rural and remote communities
are hugely underserved, with fewer than half having
high-speed internet, and fewer than a third ofhouseholds
on reservations have high-speed connections.

Fortunately, change is coming. The Universal Broadband
Fund is backing projects across Canada right now to
ensure the reliable, high-speed internet connections
families need to work, study, access services online, and
safely stay in touch with each other.

The fund existed before COVID, but as a response to the
pandemic, its timetable has been moved up by four years
to a target of 98 per cent of Canadians with high-speed
internet access by 2026. With the faster pace, at least
90 per cent of us should be connected by the end of 2021.

The fund is focused on improvements in rural and re-
mote communities across Canada to fix the disconnect
between internet access for urban and rural house-
holds. This means more remote work opportunities, bet-
ter access to remote leaming and safer access to health-
care, no matter where you live.

Ifs not just for good connections at home, either. The
improvements mean much better access to mobile net-
works on highways between remote communities. The
result is better, safer navigation and access to emergency
services for your family, even on the road in the middle
of nowhere. Mobile projects will be focused on serving
Indigenous communities and the roads leading to them.

The shape these improvements will take in your area
will depend on where you live. Canada is huge, and its
communities are hugely diverse, with diverse needs.
Keep an eye out for local projects — they're a small part
of something much bigger.

Find more information at canada.ca/getconnected.

www.newscanada.com

Schomberg
Home hardware

AVAILABLE

BERMUDA WHITE
& LONDON FOG
COLOURS

We Offer Windows and Doors with Installation

As well as...

Housewares, Hand & Power Tools, Plumbing & Electrical
Supplies, Vanities and Toilets, Paint & Painting Supplies,
Automotive Supplies, Screen & Glass Repair.
We also feature Giftware & Seasonal items,
including Lawn & Garden Supplies.

We also sell lumber and provide next day delivery.

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How.

Aurora

Home hardware 905-727-4751

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora

Schomberg
Home hardware 905-939-HOME (4663)

Aurora and Schomberg Home Hardware Serving York Region and Surrounding Areas

17250 Hwy 27, Unit 1
(in the Beer & Liquor Store plaza)



Helping support
the community

With the current restrictions within York Region and to
keep the community safe, the Key Advantage Team was

]
A T | - FERRUSRM o unable to host their annual Client Appreciation Event
ROYALL .-f.-.mﬁﬁ"" - this year. In lieu of the event, they still wanted to show

their sincere appreciation by donating to the Royal
LePage Shelter Foundation on behalf of their clients
and referral partners to help those who do not have

a safe place to call home. In addition to this donation,

a portion of every commission the team makes is
donated to the Royal LePage Shelter Foundation on
their client's behalf. Together, we can make a difference.
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Tips to improve
WiFi around
the house

Speedy, reliable internet
Is something people have 1 ! 5 :
quickly grown accustomed 149 KENNEDY STREET WEST, AURORA 1037 MEADOW LANE, NEWMARKET 29 CALDERSTONE ROAD, BRAMPTON
to. That's no doubt why 52,375,000 $1,288,000 $1,199,000
dropped WiFi signals can
be so frustrating.

Various things can contribute to slow or interrupted
Wi-Fi. As a result, there’s no one-size-fits-all solution
to address underperforming Wi-Fi. But that's good
news, as it means there’s an assortment of strate-
gies that consumers can try to improve the Wi-Fi
in their homes.

Upgrade your router. Many people rent their routers — : -
from their internet service providers, but it may 390 CHERRY STREET #3301, TORONTO
surprise some to leam that they can buy their $3,300/MONTH AURORA AURORA
own. Buying your own router can be beneficial in
various ways, not the least of which is it can save
money. Router rental fees vary, but they typically cost
between $10 and $15 per month. Consumers will
save money in the long run by buying their own
router rather than renting one from their ISP.
When buying their own routers, consumers also can
pick from a host of options, including routers with
strong performance ratings that may contribute to
better WiFi performance.

Set up automatic firmware updates. It's easy to
forget a router after it's been plugged in, and internet
service starts working. However, manufacturers
routinely issue firmware updates to improve router
performance. Turning on automatic updates may
improve  WiFi performance, and such updates

also can provide a host of additional benefits, )

Wonder What YOUR Home is Worth?
[

Relocate the router. PCMag.com notes that the M

location of the router can affgect WiFi performance_ contqct Us TODAY For Your Free Home AnaIYSIS Report!

If possible, locate the router in the center of the

home so it can easily reach all parts of the house.

Locating wireless routers away from walls and other
obstructions also may improve performance.

41 TANNERY CREEK CRESCENT, 28 DEVLIN PLACE, 440 ALEX DONER DRIVE,
AURORA AURORA NEWMARKET

Switch frequencies. Switching frequencies can
help wireless consumers whose service might be KERRI FILLIER
adversely affected by congestion. Consumer Reports
notes that wireless congestion can affect WiFi

performance in apartment buildings and densely TOGETHER TO SERVE YOU BE.ITER

populated neighbourhoods. In such instances,
consumers can check their routers to see if they're

KEY ADVANTAGE  mmmmm—m i
7721 ROYAL LEPAGE

running on the 2.4 GHz frequency band. If so,
switching them to the 5 GHz band, which has more
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channels and is likely to be less congested, may
Indepeedently Owned And Operated

SHREEMA TALSANIA MARISSA WHITE

Broker Sales Representative

LINDSAY STROM

Sales Representative

LORRAINE MACDONALD

Sales Representative

Operarations Manager

improve WiFi performance.

Slow andfor interrupted WiFi signals can be very
frustrating. Thankfully, various strategies can help
consumers quickly remedy such issues.
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BUILDERS / INVESTORS

JUSTLISTED

6 Church Street Schomberg

Must be seen!

SALES REPRESENTATIVE Quaint Schomberg

location, Main street

DIRECT: 416-418-6683  OFFICE: 905-727-1941 nﬁcu'l‘r’l“t‘;’z’#e'r'mf(
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Bond Head, Many New homes
being built all around!
Retail with 32 Condo apartments above.

Call me for Details!

TIME2BUY-SELL.COM

REMBX 37

HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD. HaLL & FAME
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How to choose the nght I|ght|ng inside your home

When choosing lighting for their homes, homeown-
ers must walk a fine line between appearance and
functionality. A fixture in the foyer that instantly
impresses visitors likely won't prove as awe-inspiring
if it's installed in the living room. When choosing
lighting for a home, some general rules about what
works in each room can help homeowners make the
most informed decision.

Lighting in @ home serves both
practical and aesthetic purposes.
It's easy to maneuver around a
well-lit home, reducing the risk of
slips and falls, and the right lighting
can help homeowners create

their desired ambiance, which
typically changes depending

on which room you're in.

KITCHEN

Kitchens are often the busiest room in a home, so
lighting here can be especially important. A kitchen
often benefits, both practically and aesthetically,
from different types of lighting. For example, pen-
dant lighting above kitchen islands can make meal
preparation easier and safer, but such lighting likely

FOREST SETTING

Updated end unit freehold townhome siding and
backing onto forested woodlands at the end of a
cul de sac in South Aurora. Finished walk out ¥
basement with 2 pc bath, new deck with bar seating, :
Hardwood & new broadloom thru-out, new 4 pc bath, }
huge master suite with 4 pc & w/in closet. Large |
open space beside lot. End of court with no houses &
offers a great play area for kids. Rare offering at -
$849,900

Fabulous 4 bedroom family home overlooking wooded

conservation land with inviting front porch & double
garage features walk out to 140 ft deep Southern lot,
new flooring thru-out, quartz counters, new windows,
large master suite with 5 pc bath & walk-in closet,
renovated 4 pc bath, cozy finished basement with
5th bdrm, Rec rm with gas fireplace, office and 3 pc
bath. Incredible family neighbourhood within minutes to
all amenities 1st time offered. $1,199,000

Monica Stohr

32 Award Winning Years
National Chairman’s Club
Top 1% in Canada’

ROVYAL LEPAGE

% CHAIRMAN’S

2017 2013 015

POWAL Luraal

RED B
DIAMOND

NWARD?

oirect: 416-618-1714
www.monicastohr.com

won't work in breakfast nooks and informal dining
areas in the kitchen. Recessed lighting works best in
such areas. In kitchens with no island, under-cabinet
lighting can be used to illuminate countertops and
simplify meal preparation.

FORMAL DINING ROOM

Many people enjoy the look of chandeliers in formal
dining rooms, and such fixtures can be installed directly
above the dinner table. The interior design experts at Bet-
ter Homes & Gardens advise hanging chandeliers rough-
ly 33 inches above the table in dining rooms with eight-
foot ceilings, adding three inches for each additional foot
above eight feet. Darkened dining areas may be ideal in
restaurants, but homeowners may want to split the differ-
ence at home and choose dimmable chandeliers for their

-]
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MARGARET BLA[IK PRUFESSIUNAL CURPORATIUN

Barristers Solicitors

Experience and Integrity
You Can Trust

King City, Vaughan, and
New Tecumseth, Ontario

re: 905-833-9090
ra: 905-833-9091

Email: info@blacklawoffice.ca

Real Estate Transactions
Corporate - Wills - Estates
Probate + Family + Immigration

www.blacklawoffice.ca

...A professional consultation
with a lighting expert or interior
decorator can help homeowners...

dining rooms. This allows homeowners to dim the
lights for romantic dinners but turn them up for family
gatherings with lots of people around the table.

LIVING ROOM

Adaptability is important in the living room, where
homeowners may host anything from movie nights to
book clubs to parties for the big game. It can be a tall or-
der to accommodate such a wide range of activities, and
many homeowners come down to deciding between
recessed lighting and track lighting. If the living room
currently has neither style, homeowners should rec-
ognize that it will cost considerably less to install track
lighting than recessed lighting. Better Homes & Gar-
dens notes that flexible track lighting provides ambient,
task or accent lighting. Track lights can even be moved
to change lighting schemes at any time, making them
a budget-friendly option for homeowners whose living
rooms are multi-purpose spaces. Recessed lighting also
works well in living rooms, especially ones with low
ceilings. That's because recessed lighting is installed into
the ceiling, meaning it does not take up any visual space
in the room. That can help living room:s feel bigger.

BEDROOM

The home improvement experts at BobVila.com note
that bedroom lighting should provide enough light
when getting dressed, but also be able to be toned
down as residents prepare for their bedtime routines.
Both portable and installed lighting can be used in
bedrooms to serve these various functions. Recessed
fixtures that dim can ensure there's ample light to get
dressed in the morning, but they also can be dimmed
at night as residents try to get ready to sleep. Portable
nightstand lights can make it easier for couples sharing
a bedroom, allowing one person to stay up and read
while the other goes to sleep.

Homeowners have many options and many needs
when choosing lighting for their homes. A profes-
sional consultation with a lighting expert or interior
decorator can help homeowners find lights that
provide both practical and aesthetic appeal.
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Herimace Group LiD.
Brokerage*

Detached raised bungalow, 3 bedroom, den, play area, upgraded 5 pc bathroom plus 2 pc,
add second storey, lots of pofential here. Walk out to cedar deck, LR, DR,
Kitchen with laminate, island w/granite. Looking for quick closing.
Historic Lakeshore Community - Roches Point

JUDY KENDALL

Sales Representative

416-258-9579

century21.ca/judykendall
11160 Yonge $St, Richmond Hill, ON L4S5H1
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5 tips to create
an at-home
spa experience

(Nc) A visit to the spa might

not be an option for many of us,
so here are five quick tips to
create a spa-like experience

in the comfort and safety of
your own home.

Atmosphere Lighting, scent and calming music are
all key elements associated with a visit to the spa.
Candles are quick and easy mood-enhancing items
that not only add softness to lighting, but can also be
used to introduce aromatherapy. Lavender is a great
aromatherapy option because it promotes a sense of
wellness and calm.

GET STEAMY While a warm bath is a go-to ritual for
many, you can also dial up your in-home spa game by
converting your shower into a mini steam room. Tum
your shower on with high heat to steam up your bath-
room, grab an exfoliating scrub or loofah to remove
dead skin cells and finish with a shower.

DIY FACIAL Consider tumning your bedroom into a
treatment room. When trying a new or trusted facial
mask, remember to choose one that targets your skin-
care concerns — such as dry skin, clogged pores, or
anti aging. You can also add a foot mask, hand mask,
under-eye mask or lip mask for an extra-targeted boost
of hydration.

TRY NEW TOOLS Explore adding a new and afford-
able skin tool to your at-home spa. Depending on your
skin’s needs, choose from a variety of devices such
as sonic cleansers to remove impurities and minimize
pores, or microdermabrasion tools to reduce the ap-
pearance of acne scars and age spots.

You can also try an online skin analysis tool, which
uses new technology to provide a customized summa-
ry of your skin health. “The virtual skin tool from Shop-
pers Drug Mart is the next step in learing more about
your skin and having personalized products recom-
mended,” said Chanel Cruz, a Shoppers beauty pro.

MANI/PEDI TIME Complete your spa experience with
a manicure or pedicure. After your skin is prepped and
hydrated, finish by trimming and shaping your nails
and pushing down your cuticles. Top with nail colour
and topcoat if desired.

www.newscanada.com
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BY APPOINMET ONLY

(Ne) The unexpected
challenges and changes

of 2020 have taught us that
not everything can be perfect
or go as planned all the time.

Wabi-sabi is a Japanese term, meaning to find
beauty in imperfection. But it isn’t just a philosophy
for life, it’s also a design philosophy that you can
incorporate into any space.

Embrace beautiful imperfection at home and
check out these tips from Sharon Grech, Benjamin
Moore colour and design expert.

HIRING

STONE
APPRENTICE

Clean driver abstract
and willingness to
learn required

CURBSIDE SAMPLE PICK-UP AVAILABLE
VIRTUAL VIEWING OF SAMPLES AVAILABLE

Email: showroom@DPScountertops.com
905-503-2222
16650 Jane Street, King

GRANITE . QUARTZ . PORCELAIN

e o

A STUNNING FAMILY HOME ON A RAVINE LOT
IN SOUGHT AFTER KING HEIGHTS NEIGHBOURHOOD

Community
L

ROYAL LEPAGE
[~ [T

' aE| EETEIIATLY ARTIN 4 AR R

FALES REPRESENTATIVE

Direct 28922 ] . ] 48] | Office 905 7273 ] 54 | kellyburt@royallepage.ca

Embracing the Japanese art of |mperfect|on athome

BE INSPIRED BY NATURE

To get comfortable with wabi-sabi, take your cue
from nature. Choose a palette inspired by natural
spaces, textures and materials like surf, sky and
sand to create spaces that welcome and comfort.

Enhance your neutral palette by inviting organic
materials and handmade pieces. “From live-edge
wood furniture, to hand-thrown pottery and lush
greenery, natural textures will help create a sense of
calm, space and lightness in any home,” says Grech.

SEEK INSPIRATION FROM THE IMPERFECT

As we look to the year ahead, now is the time to
reflect use of wabi-sabi in colour and design. Find
inspiration in beautiful, imperfect natural materials
such as linen and terracotta.

“Paint colours like Potters Clay CC-30 and Muslin
OC-12 take their names and inspiration from crafts-
manship and lend laid-back elegance to any room.”

CHOOSE AUTHENTICITY OVER PERFECTION

Instead of obsessing over making every detail per-
fect, opt for authenticity and imperfection. Choose
furniture in organic, rounded shapes, instead of more
angular, streamlined styles to instantly make your
space more welcoming.

Adding rounded mirrors, or painting an arched
colour block on a wall will add interest and a free-form
touch to even the most modern spaces.

“With Regal Select interior paint you can easily
achieve beautiful results for a DIY colour block that
adds visual interest and wabi-sabi style to any room,
even if you make a couple mistakes.”

www.newscanada.com

1443 BASSINGTHWAITE, INNISFIL

BY STEPHEN ONGARO

Stunning Bungalow w/ fin basement, sep entrance located on the western shore of Lake Simcoe,
immediately south of Barrie, is Innisfil, Ontario. Fantastic location to raise your family with
many amenities, schools in close proximity. Minutes to the beach for those summer nights!
Proud of home ownership is seen throughout this beautiful home. A Must See!!

BY STEPHEN ONGARO

Sold and closed. This Existing property will make new to a new build in the city.
So....Looking to make sound and secure investments? Give me a call.

STEPHEN ONGARO o
REAL ESTATE INTERCITY

S0. Are you ready to List?
Give me a call. Dir. 416-990-0832

zzzzzzzzzzzz




Differences in
dishwasher loading
styles may cause
household tension

(NC) Have you ever come home from a long day
and opened the dishwasher to tidy up only to see it's
loaded in the worst way possible and your dishes
are still dirty?

Everyone has experienced that moment where their
partner, roommate or kid has loaded the dishwasher
like a poorly played game of Tetris. In fact, 33 per
cent of Canadians surveyed with a dishwasher say
they are dissatisfied with how some or all others in
the household load the appliance.

To help you avoid disagreements, finding the right
dishwasher that gives you flexibility is essential. Here
are some tips for what to look for and how to load:

* Remove excess food before loading.
+ Make sure all dishes are facing downward.
+ Follow the grooves and inserts.

+ Load silverware in mixed patterns to avoid cutlery
sticking together.

* Be careful not to overload.

+ Look for features like three racks for added space
and/or adjustable racks that help you customize
each load. For example, KitchenAid offers dish-
washers with features like a third rack that have
dedicated wash systems and an adjustable middle
rack to fit larger items.

+ Consider a dual-power filtration system that
filters out, chops up, then drains food from the
dishwasher in extra small pieces, helping prevent
clogs so you can skip the soaking, scrubbing,
and pre-rinsing altogether. Maytag offers a reliable
option which also has a third rack.

Try these simple loading tricks and consider a
dishwasher with a third rack and you will be sure
to avoid any future dish-loading disagreements.

www.newscanada.com
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The average tlmellnes for popular

RENOVATION PROJ

HOME RENOVATION PROJECTS are significant
undertakings. Working with skilled and experi-
enced contractors can ensure projects go smoothly
and are completed promptly. Timing is a big con-
sideration for homeowners as they begin renovating
their homes, and the home improvement experts
at HomeAdvisor note that the following are some
general timelines for popular renovation projects.

HOME ADDITION

Short of a full-scale demolition and rebuild, home
additions are the most time-consuming projects
homeowners can undertake. HomeAdvisor notes
that its survey of customers who recently completed
home addition projects reported that the average
time from start to finish was between three and four
months. Certain variables, including the scale of the
project and the local permit process, can extend the
time it takes to complete a home addition.

KITCHEN REMODEL

Scale is a big factor to consider when estimating the
time it takes to complete various home improvement
projects, and kitchen remodels are no exception.
Some HomeAdvisor users reported projects tak-
ing as long as four months, though the average time

BUYERS ARE
LOOKING FOR
HOMES IN KING!

OWN A HOME IN
KING TOWNSHIP?

GET TOP DOLLAR DURING ONE OF THE
HOTTEST REAL ESTATE MARKETS!

LOW INVENTORY + LOW INTEREST RATES

SELLERS MARKET!!

905-833- 0111 ﬂ "

www.trendsrealtyinc.com

reported was roughly six weeks. Projects that
require major overhauls like rearranging the
plumbing and moving walls will likely take longer
than more cosmetic projects that are limited to
replacing cabinets and countertops.

BATHROOM REMODEL

More than 1,000 homeowners surveyed by Home
Advisor reported that bathroom remodels took
about 4.5 weeks from start to finish. Small-scale
remodels that focus on painting the walls a fresh
colour and replacing existing tiles can be completed
in less than two weeks. But like with kitchen
remodels, bathroom remodels that involve replacing
plumbing fixtures and removing walls figure to take
much longer than that.

SIDING INSTALLATION

HomeAdvisor users report that new siding projects
take roughly two weeks from start to finish. That
estimate is the same regardless of which materials
homeowners are replacing and installing.

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS
Homeowners who want to replace all the windows
in their home can expect such a project to take

KING LUXURY LIVING
@@ o ( Sell wibh

Re/Max Hallmark Trends Group Realty

We are actively
working with
several buyers

looking for
properties in King!

If you are considering
selling your home
please reach out to us!

AT'SYOUR HOME WORTH?
Call us for a“Virtual”

Current Value Assessment

roughly three weeks. HomeAdvisor notes that such

a timeline need not concern homeowners worried
that they will be forced to brave the elements during
the length of the project. Much of a contractor's time
during a window replacement project will be spent
on upfront measuring and then ensuring a tight fit
once the windows have been installed.

..Timing is a big consideration
for homeowners as they
begin renovating...
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There is an unprecedented
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HOME RENOVATION TRENDS are ever-changing.
Renovations that might have been de rigueur 20 years
ago may seem dated now. Recognizing the potentially
popular trends of tomorrow is a great way for home-
owners to give their homes a fresh new look and put
themselves in a position to capitalize on popular trends
when they put their homes on the market. That's
especially so after 2020, a year when millions of
people spent more time at home than ever before. All
that time working from home and relaxing at home
gave millions of homeowners ideas about what they
like about their home and what they hope to change.
The following are some renovation trends that various
experts suspect could emerge in 2021.

ECO-FRIENDLY LIVING

Web magazine, urdesignmag.com, that showcases
creative trends in design, architecture, art, technology,
and fashion, predicts that eco-friendly living solutions
figure to be hot commodities in 2021. Eco-friendly ap-
pliances, furniture and designs can help to conserve
energy and reduce waste. Environmentalists and
government agencies like the Environmental
Protection Agency note are two critical components
in the fight against climate change.

LARGE WINDOWS

Large windows can provide stunning views of the
outdoors and allow ample natural light into a home.
It may not be a coincidence if large windows prove
to be a hot trend in 2021. The COVID-19 pandemic
that dominated much of 2020 forced many people to
spend considerably more time at home. Darker homes
without much natural light can adversely affect mood,

5 “Kenovation

‘ that figure to be popular in the year ahead
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...potentially popular trends of
tomorrow is a great way for
homeowners to give their
homes a fresh new look...

especially when people are spending more time at
home. HGT'V predicts that homeowners will seek ways
to bring more natural light into their homes in 2021,
and large windows naturally brighten homes while
making rooms appear bigger, helping people feel less
cramped. That's an especially beneficial characteristic
when spending more time indoors at home.

MINIMALISM

The anticipated popularity of minimalism in 2021
may also be connected to the pandemic. As profes-
sionals, we're forced to work from home and many
families spent more time together inside their homes
than ever before, they may have recognized a need
to cut back on clutter, including extra furniture.
A minimalist approach is both simple and clean,
which can make homes feel less claustrophobic.

MULTI-FUNCTIONAL SPACES

Homeowners asked a lot of their homes in 2020, as
rooms were transformed into multi-functional spaces
seemingly overnight. HGTV notes that spending
more time at home showed homeowners that it may
not make sense to dedicate entire rooms of a home
to a single purpose. Renovations that can help home-
owners transform rooms into multi-functional spaces
figure to be hot commodities in the years ahead.

Real Estate Market Update — Aurora

of February from snapping up 118 homes of all

descriptions across Aurora’s ten neighbourhoods
which was 47.5 percent more sales than in the prior
month. The average home price for all types of homes
rose to $1,238, 894 and upon further examination by
eliminating the highest and lowest sale the median
average price in February was $1,109,056.

The trend of competing offers continued and homes
sold swiftly within 14 days on the market for about
107 percent of the asking price in this strong Seller's
market. There were 196 homes placed for sale, and
by March 1st, 2021, only 124 remained for sale,
meaning at the current demand, it would take 1.8 months
to deplete the inventory currently available for sale.

Upon closer examination of the sales in February,
66 percent of the homes purchased were detached
homes at an average median price of $1.4 Million; that's
a $380,000 price increase year over year. Townhomes
rose to an average of $1,048,000 from $785,000;
Semi-detached homes rose to $990,000 from $800,000,

The cold didn't deter home Buyers in the month

Buyers Pushing into Aurora

condo townhomes rose to $745,000 from $446,750.
Condo apartments that sold had an average price
of $540,000 with just a $30,000 increase in value
compared to the remaining home types.

Low-interest rates persist, however with rising home
values some buyers may be temporarily priced out of
the town of Aurora depending on their buying criteria,
opting for the area further out of the Greater Toronto
Area. Contact a REALTOR® today to discuss your
motivation to buy or sell real estate.

- Written by Connie Power

Connie Power Manager / Sales Representative CNE® SRS® ABR® SRES®
for RE/MAX Hallmark York Group Realty Ltd., Brokerage

serving York region in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA).

Empowering you in Real Estate, Call Connie today to make an appoint-
ment to discuss your next move at (905) 726-0856.

*The statistics provided herein were obtained from the Toronto Regional
Real Estate Board; Regional Housing Market Tables; York Region, Aurora
for January, February 2021 and market Watch Summary of Existing Home

Transactions, All Home Types, for February 2021.

**Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract.

WOODLAND TOWERS

with its amazing amenities

Meadows

of Aurora

OPENS WITHIN WEEKS

A Christian Lifestyle Community

NOW SELLING: PARK TOWER

Park Tower features 125 superbly designed retirement residences in a wide and stunning range of design and suite options.
The 7-storey building will be located immediately adjacent and linked to Woodland Towers and is beautifully sited to
take full advantage of our amazing park-like setting and complement our green environment.

The Meadows invites you to consider our “Continuum of Living” approach to retirement living, the full range
of amenities available to you along with our caring Christian community.

Featuring pre-construction pricing.

PARKTOWER

RETIREMENT RESIDENCES
AT THE MEADOWS

MORETHAN A HOVE. A COMMUNITY.

400 William Graham Drive at Leslie Street, Aurora
905 503 5560 * sales@tmoa.ca * themeadowsofaurora.com

By appointment only. Please call 905 503 5560
Monday to Friday: 10:00 am to 5:00 pm Saturday: 10:00 am to 4:00 pm




