
PROFESSIONAL RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES

LET US KNOW WHAT YOU NEED!! CALL TODAY!!239 Main St., Schomberg

H.R. HORIZON REALTY LTD.,
BROKERAGE

Independently Owned & Operated

416-706-0419
HORIZONREALTY.CALtd., Brokerage

SCHOMBERG
$1,998,000 Completely Updated Quality Built Normerica Post & Beam Home On 
Beautifully Treed Private 2.5 Acres W/View Of Neighboring Pond. Features: Cstm.
Cabinetry, Spacious Leathered Granite Centre Island Kitchen W/Walkout To Covered 
Wrap Around Porch & Patio, Top Of The Line Stainless Appliances, 3 Fireplaces, Natural 
Pine Floors & Beamed Ceilings, 3 Bdrms. W/Vaulted Ceilings & Double Closets. Bright 
Custom 4Pce. Washroom W/Walk-In Rain Shower Overlooking Backyard!  

For Insider Tips Visit: 
HelenAvraamNeo.com  

� inking of Buying 
or Selling Your Home?

Call Direct: 416-587-3415
Email: HelenAvraamNeo@RoyalLePage.ca

Helen
(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES

Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

(Elena) Avraam Neophytou,
Sales Representative, SRES

Helen
(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES

Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

ROYAL LEPAGE CONNECT REALTY, BROKERAGE  

NANCY FAGAN
Sales Representative

CELL: (905) 626-1359  |  OFFICE: (905) 907-5464

www.nancyfagan.ca
Email: sold@nancyfagan.ca

9050 Yonge St., Suite 100, Richmond Hill, ON  L4C 9S6

6074 Hwy 9, Caledon $2,278,000 15370 11th Concession, King $2,795,000*The Daryl King Team consists of 43 registered Sales Representatives. 
Not intended to solicit clients currently under contract with another Brokerage.

SOLD

•  www.theauroran.com
•  www.kingsentinel.com
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Poinsettias are synonymous with the holiday  
season. These colourful plants brighten up homes 
with their vibrant hues in variations of red, white and 
pink, making them a holiday decoration many people 
cannot live without.

While they’re most visible during the often chilly 
holiday season, poinsettias prefer warm weather. 
Poinsettias are native to Central America and originally 
flourished in an area of southern Mexico. The Aztecs 
used the plant for decorative and medicinal purposes. 

The poinsettia may have remained a regional plant 
if not for the efforts of Joel Roberts Poinsett, who  
was the first United States Ambassador to Mexico  
under President James Madison. Poinsett, who 
would later found the Smithsonian Institution, had 
a love of botany and became enamoured with the  
brilliant red plants he saw in Mexico. Eventually, 
Poinsett began growing the plants at home in South 
Carolina, and friends and others soon coveted them. 

Poinsettias are beautiful and the bracts (modified  
leaves) can be vibrantly coloured. That signature  
vibrancy is why many people would like to preserve 
their poinsettias to last beyond the New Year, which 
is possible with the right care. The following are some 
tips, courtesy of Mother Natures Network, Habersham 
Gardens, Oregon Live, and Phoenix Flower Shops,  
to keep poinsettias thriving past the holiday season.

Start with healthy plants that have full leaves, 
bracts and deep colours. 

Poinsettias do best when the temperature is  
between 18 and 24 C. Temperatures below that or 
drafts from cold windows can cause leaves to drop.

Position the plant in a room that gets indirect  
sunlight for at least six hours per day. If direct sunlight 
can’t be avoided, diffuse the light with a sheer curtain.

Poinsettias need well-drained soil. Overwatering or 
allowing roots to sit in wet soil can cause the leaves 
to fall off prematurely. Water thoroughly only when the 
pot looks dry. In households with temperatures around 
21 C, the plant should be watered about once a week.

Fertilize the plant after the blooming season with a 
balanced, all-purpose fertilizer.

Try placing poinsettias in or near a bathroom,  
as they prefer high humidity.

It may be possible to get poinsettias to rebloom 
next season. Allow the poinsettias to dry out a little 
more in the spring. In May, cut about four inches from 
each stem to produce a lush, full plant during the 
winter. The plants can be moved outside in June and 
during the summer, but keep them away from direct 
sunlight. Return the poinsettias indoors beginning 
around October. Make sure the plants get at least  
12 hours of darkness per day for around eight 
weeks in October and November. This will help them  
develop a deep hue and bloom on time for Christmas. 

AS WE ALL KNOW, this has been a very hard year 
in so many ways.  Unfortunately, some have felt the 
impact of the pandemic more than others.  The end 
of each year gives us time to reflect and hope for a 
better New Year.  There is definitely a lot that could 
get better!  That said, many positive things came 
from 2020.

Remarkably, the real estate market has stayed 
very strong and resilient.  Sellers are getting some 
of the highest prices for their homes.  Low-interest 
rates continue to fuel and support the buying and 
selling of residential properties.  

Many have stepped up to the plate in their  
workplaces and helped our community in more 
ways than what was ever originally expected of 
them.  Many have learned new hobbies or rekindled 
past passions. Additionally, we have heard of so 

many great stories of those in our community who 
are giving back and helping out those who need it 
most in this difficult time. A lot of us are getting to 
spend much more time with our families. We have 
also learned how important small and local busi-
nesses are to the quality of our communities.  The 
emphasis on shopping local is at an all-time high.

Finally, and probably the best news of all.  When 
we can finally mingle at holiday parties and gath-
erings again, those who are not a fan of small talk 
now have a plethora of things to discuss when we 
are feeling awkward at socials.  No need to discuss 
the weather anymore!  

Once we get to looking back at 2020 and COV-
ID-19, we will all have lots of stories to share about 
the challenges we faced and how we overcame them!  

Stay strong, everyone!  I wish all my readers, 

neighbours, friends, and family a happy holiday 
season and a joyous, prosperous and healthy 2021.

 Julien Laurion AKA Big Tuna is a local 
Real Estate Sale Representative with 

Royal LePage Your Community Realty in Aurora. 
I am a real estate agent who has expertise in both 

Real Estate and Renovations and has been 
involved in this community for over 20 years. 

If you have a question for my monthly article or 
if you are considering buying, selling or leasing a 
home please feel free to call or email me directly 

at (416) 402-5530 or julien@bigtuna.ca or by 
alternatively visiting my website www.bigtuna.ca 

or Facebook page @bigtunarealty

By Julien Laurion 
The Big Tuna of Real Estate 

Help make your  
poinsettias last longer 

We are finally  
at the end of 2020.

We made it!We made it!
What a crazy year!



Schomberg
Home hardware

Aurora
Home hardware

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How. 

Aurora and Schomberg Home Hardware Serving York Region and Surrounding Areas

Schomberg
Home hardware

17250 Hwy 27, Unit 1
(in the Beer & Liquor Store plaza)

905-939-HOME (4663)
Aurora
Home hardware

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora
905-727-4751

As well as...
Housewares, Hand & Power Tools, Plumbing & Electrical 
Supplies, Vanities and Toilets, Paint & Painting Supplies, 
Automotive Supplies, Screen & Glass Repair. 
We also feature Giftware & Seasonal items, 
including Lawn & Garden Supplies.
We also sell lumber and provide next day delivery.

Your Community Hardware Store

JAVA, MIDNIGHT BLUE,
BERMUDA WHITE &
LONDON FOG
CLASSIC BRANDS ALSO HAS A 
WIDE SELECTION OF QUARTZ 
VANITY TOPS & MIRRORS.
24” to 72” sizes available

Come and see 
the difference

BUY NOW
AND SAVE

CLASSIC BRANDS VANITIES 
AVAILABLEBRAND

NEW
JAVA,

MIDNIGHT BLUE,
BERMUDA WHITE
& LONDON FOG

COLOURS

BRAND NEW COLOURS

We Offer Windows and Doors with Installation 
CLASSIC BRANDS HANDLES & KNOBS INCLUDED *Faucet extra

Pictured here 
New Bermuda White Colour 

Direct 289.221.1481 Offi ce 905.727.3154 kellyburt@royallepage.ca

Happy
 Holidays

Keep family  
traditions alive

Keep family  
traditions alive

Many of our customs are centred around food – 
whether it’s mom’s decadent chocolate yule log, 
nana’s savoury sausage rolls, or nonna’s famous  
cappelletti soup, you don’t have to miss out on those 
special treats just because our celebrations might 
need to change.

Let’s go virtual.
If you’re unable to gather with friends and family,  
take your traditions online. Prepare for your  
virtual get-together by hanging your stockings  
and decorating your tree. Organize an epic gift  
exchange and traditional potluck. You can make 
a few porch drops ahead of jumping online with  
your crew for some festive cheer. Or you can share 
your favourite recipes ahead of time so that everyone 
is able to enjoy the same dishes.

Secret’s out of the bag.
Secret family recipes are a seasonal staple, but at 
some point all recipes need to be passed down to the 
next generation so the traditions can live on. This 
year, have the keeper of those precious family recipes  
host a virtual cooking class to walk close fam-
ily members through the steps so that everyone can  
still enjoy the coveted dish this year.

Keep active.
Holidaytime can be stressful and we may be eating 
a little more than normal, so it’s important to try  
to maintain regular physical activity. Spending  
time outside with family can do you a world of  
good, so go build that snowman or organize a  
snowball fight – two great socially distanced  
activities. You can also bundle up for a walk around 
your neighbourhood to see all the twinkling lights  
or go skating at a local outdoor rink.

Sip smart.
With multiple virtual events planned you’re likely 
going to find yourself enjoying foods and beverages 
with higher sugar content. Eggnog and other festive 
drinks contain more sugar than you may realize. 
Enjoy them, but in moderation. Have one of  
your favourite cocktails, then switch to sparkling  
water flavoured with fresh fruit and herbs, such as  
cranberries and rosemary for a festive touch.

If you’re looking for more tips and simple ways to 
boost nutrition, Loblaws registered dietitians are 
here to help. To book a session to learn how to eat 
healthier during the holiday season and into the new 
year visit loblaws.ca/dietitians.

www.newscanada.com

(NC) The holidays are here  
and while this year may feel  
a bit different, it’s important to 
keep our family traditions alive.

Every family has their own  
set of traditions that has been 
passed down from generation  
to generation, as well as new 
ones created each year.

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

from all  
the staff at 

    Season’s 
Greetings



905.836.1212 | info@KeyAdvantage.ca | www.KeyAdvantage.ca

Sales Representative

SUSIE STROM
Broker

CAROLINE BAILE

Sales Representative
LORRAINE MACDONALD

Sales Representative
SHREEMA TALSANIA

Sales Representative 
MARISSA WHITE

Client Care Coordinator
LESLIE JENNINGS

Sales Representative
LINDSAY STROM

Operarations Manager
KERRI FILLIER

Wonder What YOUR Home is Worth?
TOGETHER TO SERVE YOU BETTER

TO OUR CLIENTS FOR YOUR TRUST IN OUR ABILITY TO MAKE ALL YOUR 
REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS SUCCESSFUL AND ENJOYABLE. 

SENDING WARM WISHES TO YOU AND YOUR LOVED ONES FOR A 
WONDERFUL HOLIDAY SEASON AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

TO OUR CLIENTS FOR YOUR TRUST IN OUR ABILITY TO MAKE ALL YOUR 

Thank You
WONDERFUL HOLIDAY SEASON AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays!

1341 LORMEL GATE AVE., INNISFIL 
$764,900

577 MT PLEASANT RD., TORONTO
LEASE $2,800

149 KENNEDY ST. W., AURORA
$2,375,000 

27 ASPEN LEAF CRT., AURORA 
$1,799,000 

83 TREEGROVE CIRCLE, AURORA 11 FIELDING DR. AURORA

SOLD
SOLD

I HAVE QUALIFIED BUYERS FOR PROPERTIES IN KING! 

Direct: 416-418-6683      Office: 905-727-1941
JulianneBoileau@hotmail.com

Time2Buy-Sell.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Julianne BoileauJulianne Boileau

HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD. 154 Maple

SOLD

4072 2nd Line

SOLD

326 Major Mackenzie

SOLD

409 Timothy

SOLD

446 Lake Drive

SOLD

212 Hill Farm

SOLD
My buyers 
can’t wait 

to call  
this home

JUST 
LISTED

JUST 
LISTED
25 Waterlily Trail 

Schomberg
6 Church Street 

Schomberg

(NC) With colder weather fast  
approaching, it’s time to get your 
home prepped and ready for the 
upcoming season. Need some 
tips on how to properly prepare 
your property? Here are a few 
easy ways to winter-proof your 
house without breaking the bank.
Inspect your roof for any needed repairs. 
Your roof is an integral part of your home’s structure, 
so make sure it is intact to avoid issues such as mould or  
water damage. While thoroughly cleaning your 
eavestroughs of any dirt and debris, make sure to 

conduct a roof inspection for damaged, loose or 
missing shingles. Also, check your attic to confirm it 
has sufficient insulation to help reduce heat transfer. 
Finally, ensure your roof vents are not blocked so you 
can prevent moisture buildup in the attic that could 
damage the roof structure.

Check your furnace. Conduct routine main-
tenance checks on your furnace and have it profes-
sionally serviced ahead of the winter months to avoid 
malfunctions or problems when you need it the most.

Unexpected heating issues can easily be avoided 
through filter and wire inspections and routine 
checks, which ensure proper air flow and energy ef-
ficiency, ultimately saving you time on inconvenient 
breakdowns.

Shut down outdoor water systems.  
After a long summer of tending to the outdoor garden,  
it’s time to disconnect your garden hose and properly  

drain any remaining water. Turn off all outdoor 
faucets to prevent fixtures from freezing or causing 
long-term damage to your plumbing system. If you’re 
closing your hot tub or pool for the winter, make sure 
to follow the owner’s manual for proper procedure. 
Consider using antifreeze to help prevent broken 
pipes and expensive damage come springtime.

Cover your needs. Make sure you always  
have the best insurance coverage, as choosing  
appropriately is an important task of homeowner-
ship. Find the right insurance for your needs by  
comparing providers to find the best rate and  
coverage. When taking into account the coverage  
you need, remember to consider the value of  
your home in addition to its contents, and  
the threat of any potential risks such as theft or  
weather damage. For more information, check out  
PC Insurance at pcinsurance.ca.

www.newscanada.com

Tips for getting your home ready for winter

Holiday decor is as much about the sights and 
sounds as it is about the scents of the season. 

Few things evoke the holiday spirit as much as the 
aroma of fresh evergreen or spicy cinnamon and 
cloves. Incorporating inviting aromas into holiday  
decor can make homes feel even more special.

Filling a home with fragrant decor takes a little ingenuity 
and planning. Here are some ideas to incorporate the 
scents of the holiday season into your decor.

• Use a real Christmas tree. An easy way to  
create a pine-like scent indoors is to select a real 
Christmas tree. Ask the tree farm which varieties are 
the most fragrant. If a fresh tree is not possible, fill 
a decorative basket with pine cones and evergreen 
boughs for that woodsy appeal.

• Create a seasonal scented simmer. Take to 
the stove to make a homemade air infusion from  
ingredients in and around the house. Simmer pine 
branches, citrus peels, vanilla, nutmeg, cinnamon, and 
whatever else can be placed in a pot or slow cooker 
with water. The scents will permeate the house for 
hours if enough water is added to the mixture.

• Make holiday sachets. Some of the same  
ingredients for the holiday simmer can be dried and 
sewn into sachets. Add ribbon and hang on real 
or artificial trees. Or tuck the pouches into various  
areas around the house.

• Experiment with scented candles. Scented 
candles can be found at various stores during  
the holiday season. Select among popular holiday 
aromas like pine, cinnamon, apples, and Christmas 
cookie varieties. 

• Utilize essential oils. Natural food stores and 
other retailers may sell essential oils, which can  
be diluted and sprayed on surfaces or into the air. 
Exercise caution around upholstery, or test for  
staining before use. 

• Spend more time in the kitchen. Add delicious  
scents to the home by way of freshly baked  
goods or holiday meals. Nothing beats the smell of 
cookies right out of the oven, and the scents can  
linger for hours.

• Make beeswax ornaments. Add scented oils to 
melted beeswax and pour into molds. Hang these 
creations as ornaments on trees or in other areas  
of the home.

• Craft some “gingerbread” ornaments. A mixture 
of cinnamon, applesauce and glue can be used  
to make ornaments or gift tags that resemble  
gingerbread cookies, and these ornaments have 
more staying power than actual cookies.

• Design a pretty pomander. Stud an orange with 
cloves. Cut off the top of the orange and hollow out 
a place for a small tea light. The warmth of the flame 
will produce more scent.

Rich and inviting aromas can fill a home with the  
holiday spirit.
www.newscanada.com

Decorate with a  
nose toward inviting  

holiday aromas

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S



In 2020, there were many who felt real estate 
sales would halt and instead, there was a 
steady rise in transactions after a quieter 

spring due to initial lockdowns and uncertainty 
about COVID- 19. Interest rates remain incredibly 
low, and demand outweighed the number of homes 
for sale, causing home values to increase to the  
delight of many Sellers.   

What an incredible year it’s been in real estate 
across the Greater Toronto area. In uncertain times 
one thing is for certain that many need to buy  
and sell homes of all descriptions for a variety of 
reasons in any given month.  First-time homebuyers  
still wanted to own real estate, those needing to 
downsize pushed that priority forward, investors  
continued to do so, and some took the leap to  
purchase their dream estate home.  

Real estate professionals had to learn to become 
more tech-savvy if they weren’t already and much 
more business takes place virtually. REALTORS® 
started adopting communication tools like Zoom, 

Google Meets and more to meet with clients and 
share homes for sale and review documents. Live 
video showings bridged the gap for some shoppers 
unable to experience homes in person due to health 
and safety concerns or showing restrictions. I-Guide 
and Matterport technology, digital floor plans 
and professional video walk-throughs have been 
ideal visual aids to elevate the Buyers experience.  
Virtually staging properties has become another 
safer solution for some, and digital brochures have 
been replacing paper-based brochures to reduce 
touch in homes for sale experienced in person.  Face 
to face open houses became restricted, and registrants 
have adapted by hosting virtual open houses.  

The latest real estate accessories have become 
personal protective equipment consisting of gloves, 
mask, hand sanitizer, booties and COVID-19  
pre-screening declarations before appointments.  

Buyer criteria have shifted in many cases, 
with more people being able to work from home,  
making the suburbs more appealing. Travel bans 

have caused others to consider cottage life across 
Ontario as a solution for weekend getaways and 
remote working settings. Many homeowners  
renovated their homes to love them before selling 
if they planned on deferring the sale to the future.

Toronto Regional Real Estate Board registrants 
have been meeting clients virtually and physically 
distanced, staying as safe as possible while learning 
buyer’s and seller’s needs and wants to help them 
realize their real estate dreams. Happy holidays to 
all, and stay safe and attentive to personal safety  
recommendations. Call a REALTOR® today to book 
a virtual consultation to discuss 2021 goals in real 
estate and to design an action plan custom suited 
to your needs.

– Written by Connie Power
Connie Power is Manager,  Real Estate Sales Representative 
CNE® SRS® ABR® SRES® for RE/MAX Hallmark York Group 

Realty Ltd.,  Brokerage serving York region and beyond.   
Empowering you in real estate!

**Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract

JUDY KENDALL 
Sales Representative

Heritage group Ltd.
Brokerage*

416-258-9579
century21.ca/judykendall

11160 Yonge St, Richmond Hill, ON L4S5H1

Wishing you and your family a wonderful  
Holiday Season and a New Year  
filled with peace and happiness!

    Warmest 
Holiday Greetings

3% DISCOUNT
fOr Early PUrChaSErS

400 Wil l iam Graham Drive at Lesl ie Street,  Aurora

905 503 5560 • sales@tmoa.ca 

themeadowsofaurora.com

MORE THAN A HOME. A COMMUNITY.

By appointment only. Please call 905 503 5560
Monday to Friday: 10:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday: 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

aUrOra’S NEWEST rETIrEmENT rESIDENCE 
fOr INDEPENDENT lIvINg

 

Consider our “Continuum of Living” approach to  
retirement living, the full range of amenities available, along 

with our caring Christian community and our park-like setting.
 

Sales are happening now and feature both  
pre-construction pricing and a 3%  

“Early Purchaser’s Discount” that could translate  
up to $32,900 in savings for you.

PARK 
TOWER  

RETIREMENT RESIDENCES

AT THE MEADOWS

Real Estate Market Update – Aurora

An incredible flurry of home buying activity  
continued into November with 102 home 
sales of all home types in Aurora, 60 percent  

more homes than the prior year. There were 114 homes 
placed for sale in November, 142 in all of Aurora were 
available to purchase on December 1st. Home average 
pricing increased by more than 20 percent year over 
year at $1,120,122. At this rate of purchasing, compared 
to homes available for sale, there are only two months  
of inventory available for purchase, and this demand  
tends to drive home values higher for the benefit of the 
Seller(s). Sellers continue to yield on average 98 percent 
of their asking price, and it often takes about 32 days for 
homes to sell. 

When comparing the sales year to date, there have 
been 1052 compared to 914 last year at this time. If we 
take the highest and lowest sale from the equation of  
every month this year, we are left with a median home 
value of $940,000, which is 13 percent stronger than  
last November’s year-to-date calculation. 

As interest rates remain low and COVID-19 safety  
precautions are followed, December home sales are likely  
to finish ahead of the prior year as well. Wishing all  
happy holiday wishes for safe, healthy, happy and  
memorable times with loved ones, whether in person or  
virtually gathered.  

– Written by Connie Power 

Connie Power is the Manager, Real Estate Sales Representative  
CNE® SRS® ABR® SRES®,  for RE/MAX Hallmark York Group Realty Ltd.,  

Brokerage serving York region and beyond  
in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA). 

Empowering you in Real Estate, Call Connie today to make an  
appointment to discuss your next move at (905) 726-0856.

*The statistics provided herein were obtained from the Toronto Regional 
Real Estate Board; Summary of Existing home Transactions for all home 

types for November of 2019, 2020 and the Regional Housing Market Tables 
for York region, Aurora November 2019, 2020

***Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract.

Barristers & Solicitors
Margaret Black    Professional Corporation

Experience and Integrity
You Can Trust

King City, Vaughan, and
New Tecumseth, Ontario

Tel: 905-833-9090
Fax: 905-833-9091

Email: info@blacklawof�ice.ca

Real Estate Transactions
Corporate ❖ Wills ❖ Estates

Probate ❖ Family ❖ Immigration

www.blacklawoffi ce.ca

No letting up  
in seller’s market
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Ask A Realtor® Did you ever imagine  
we’d have so much  
interest and sell so  
quickly so late in 2020?



Call for a FREE Market Evaluation! 905-841-4787 
You Get The “Right Results” With Rocco.

Serving Aurora, Newmarket, East Gwillimbury, King, Stouffville, Richmond Hill & Surrounding Areas

905-841-4787 • www.roccoracioppo.com
List with one of Canada’s Top Producers, 

ranked # 72 in Canada out of approx. 21,000 RE/MAX Agents in 2017.

Rocco Racioppo
BROKER

Rocco Racioppo
REALTRON REALTY INC.
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED BROKERAGE
REALTRON REALTY INC.

Rocco RacioppoRocco Racioppo

LUXURIOUS 20 ACRE TREED ESTATE $12,950,000
Approx. 20 acres on a magnifi cent private tree estate with 4-acre pond. Two homes both 
with private pools. Bungaloft is approx. 11,000 sq. ft with large terrace overlooking pond. 

Second home is approx. 1,900 sq. ft bungalow. Property secured with gated entrance!

TOTALLY RENOVATED HOME IN PRESTIGIOUS STONEHAVEN! $1,699,900
Approx. 4,000 sq ft totally renovated home in Stonehaven with 3 car tandem garage. 

Improvements include new roof shingle, garage doors, new marble fl oor, hardwood on main fl oor, 
new bathrooms with heated fl oors on 2nd fl oors, new stucco exterior on front, new furnace & Cac!

TOTALLY PROFESSIONALLY RENOVATED HOME! $1099,000
Rare opportunity to own a modern, totally renovated home (never lived in). Over 3,600 sq ft 

of living space. Modern kitchen with K.A Appliances, quartz counter & backsplash. 
Spacious fi nished basement with wide walk-up entrance. Convenient location!

94 ACRE HORSE FARM! $2,988,000
Approx. 94 Acre Equestrian Farm with farmhouse. Minutes from Newmarket And 
Hwy 404. Complete With indoor riding arena, 5 fenced in paddocks and 2 Barns 

with 18 stalls, tack room, lounge area, sanding riding area and 2 insulated shops!

2-YEAR-OLD HOME IN GLENWAY! $1,599,000
Premium Lot with over 3700 sq ft + 1500 sq ft of living space (2-bedroom basement apartment). The Main Floor 

Features Spacious Offi ce, Dining, Family and Eat in Kitchen* 2nd Floor: Sitting Area And 4 Large Bedrooms With 2 Ensuite, 
1 Semi-Ensuite and W/I Closets. The tenant pays $1500/month and is willing to stay. Very Convenient location!

PRIVATE BACKYARD WITH INGROUND POOL! $939,900
4 Level backsplit with 6 bedrooms in total. Hardwood on main and lower level. 

Private backyard with inground pool. Side entrance potential for in-law apartment. 
Steps to all amenities including go train, Southlake hospital and Upper Canada Mall!

RENOVATED 2 STOREY HOME ON 1.26 ACRE LOT!  $2,850,000
Renovated 2 storey home on 1.26-acre lot in prestigious Preston Lake 

community with access to private lake. Approximately 4,800 sq. ft home with 
2 storey dining room, large kitchen & family room with 2-sided gas fi replace!

PRESTIGIOUS STONEHAVEN HOME! $1,598,000
With 9Ft ceilings on main fl oor with 2 storey living room open 

to above, open kitchen and family room, four spacious bedrooms,
2 Full Ensuites and Recent Improvements!

IN-LAW APARTMENT $939,900
Approx.1/3 of an acre lot, 3,000 sq. ft of living space. Minutes to many 

amenities; Description: Highway 404, Southlake Hospital & Public Transit. 
Recent improvements, new roofs and garage doors!

CUSTOM BUNGALOW ON 1.01 ACRE LOT!  $2,738,000
5,500 sq. ft open concept bungalow with 12 ft ceilings 

on a private one acre, south facing lot. 9 ft ceilings in basement, 
walk-up to backyard & 4 car garage!

OPEN CONCEPT HOME IN PRESTIGIOUS STONEHAVEN! $1,468,000
Private lot with south exposure backing onto park. Open concept home with 9 ft 
ceilings, 2 staircases to basement, potential for in-law suite or nanny’s quarters. 

3 car garage. Many recent improvements including 2 outstanding new bathrooms!

YEAR-ROUND WATERFRONT COTTAGE! $850,000
Charming direct waterfront 4 season cottage. 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, eat-in kitchen and great room 
with large windows and gorgeous water views. Outdoor oasis boasts large rear deck, boathouse 
and dock perfect for summer entertaining. Close to town and all amenities, 20 min to Hwy 404!

108 MORTON AVE
SOLD FOR $1,700,000

Call Rocco today for a free Evaluation!

SOLD

740 VALLEY GREEN TRAIL
HEADLINE: SOLD FOR $1,360,000

Call Rocco today for a free market Evaluation!

SOLD

739 VALLEY GREEN TRAIL
SOLD FOR $1,270,000

Call Rocco today for a Free Market Evaluation! *(Represented the buyer)

SOLD

193 HAMPTON CRT
SOLD FOR $920,000

Call Rocco today for a Free Market Evaluation!

SOLD

Few people are able to walk into a home, like what they  
see and then pay for a house in cash. In the vast majority  
of home purchases, mortgages make the dream of home-
ownership a reality.  

Getting a mortgage requires research and some prepa-
ration on the part of borrowers if they hope to get the 
friendliest terms possible.

Homes are substantial, decades-long investments, so 
it’s smart to shop around to find the best rates and lend-
ers available. These tips can make the process of applying 
and getting a mortgage go smoothly, and may even help 
borrowers save some money. 

Learn your credit score. Your credit score will be a factor 
in determining just how much bargaining power you have 
for lower interest rates on mortgage loans, according to the 
financial resource NerdWallet. The higher the credit score, 
the better. Well before shopping for a mortgage, manage 
your debt, paying it off if possible, and fix any black marks 
or mistakes on your credit report. 

Investigate various lenders. The Federal Trade Com-
mission says to get information from various sources, 
whether they are commercial banks, mortgage compa-
nies, credit unions, or thrift institutions. Each is likely to 
quote different rates and prices, and the amount they’re 
willing to lend you may vary as well. Investigating various 
lenders can help you rest easy knowing you got the best 
rate for you. Lenders may charge additional fees that can 
drive up the overall costs associated with getting a mort-
gage. Compare these fees as well so you can be sure you 
get the best deal.

Consider a mortgage broker. Mortgage brokers will serve 
as the middle person in the transaction. A broker’s access to 
several different lenders can translate into a greater array of 
loan products and terms from which to choose.

Learn about rates. Become informed of the rate trends 
in your area. Lower rates translate into significant savings 
amounts per month and over the life of the loan. The rate 
may be fixed, though some are adjustable-rate mortgages 
(also called a variable or floating rate). Each has its advan-
tages and disadvantages, and a financial consultant can 
discuss what might be in your best interest.

Discuss points with your financial advisor and lender. 
Some lenders allow you to pay points in advance, which will 
lower the interest rate. Get points quoted in dollar amounts 
so they’ll be easier to compare. If you’re unfamiliar with 
points, discuss the concept with your financial advisor.

The vast majority of homeowners secured a mortgage 
to purchase their homes. Learning about the mortgage 
process can help new buyers navigate these sometimes 
tricky financial waters. 

Remote working has become popular in recent years, 
but the working-from-home economy bloomed 
exponentially as the world was forced to confront  
the COVID-19 pandemic. According to Stanford 
economist Nicholas Bloom, as of summer 2020, 42 
percent of the United States labour force was work-
ing from home full-time. 

The need for home office spaces has increased as 
more people work from home. Many people have 
retrofitted various spaces around their homes  
into areas to get work done. More organized home 
workspaces can increase productivity. Individuals  
can follow these guidelines to create effective,  
organized home offices. 

BEGIN WITH THE DESK
The desk is the primary spot where work will take 
place. The right desk accessories can provide visual 
appeal and also serve practical purposes. Have cups 
for holding pens and pencils, baskets and bins for 

larger items, and store whatever you can elsewhere 
so it does not lead to clutter on the desk. Store  
wireless printers in a cabinet or even on a bookshelf 
so it doesn't take up real estate on the desk.

CREATE A PRINTING STATION
While you're moving that wireless printer elsewhere, 
designate a space to serve as the central printing hub. 
This way children who need to print assignments  
for school will know where to go as well. Printer  
supplies like extra ink cartridges and printer paper 
can be kept in decorative storage boxes nearby.

INCREASE YOUR SHELVING
Shelving can help keep items organized and off the 
desk in home offices without closets or drawers. 
Look for shelves that blend in with decor but are 
sturdy enough to be functional.

ORGANIZE PAPERWORK
Figure out a system that works for you to help tidy up 
papers you choose to save. While some papers can be 

scanned and stored as digital files, colour-coded file 
folders can organize statements and other important 
documents. This makes it easy to find the folder you 
need when looking for certain documents.

ESTABLISH A CHARGING STATION
Repurpose certain items, such as a desk organizer, 
into an easily accessible electronics charging station 
where phones and tablets can charge at one time.

MAKE ESSENTIAL BINDERS
HGTV suggests making binders that can store  
the most important papers for easy access even  
in an emergency. Set up a binder for automotive  
paperwork, including repair receipts, a medical 
binder where key medical records are kept, a binder  
for manuals for devices in the home, and one to  
store financial planning documents.

These organizational tips can help remedy common 
problems around a home office. 
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Get the best mortgage  
financing deal 

6 steps 
to organize 
your home office 



14799 Yonge Street
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1N1

2017-2019

32 Award Winning Years
National Chairman’s Club
#1 Individual in Aurora*

Top 1% in Canada*

Monica Stohr

*As per gross closed commissions 2019 from Royal LePage Services Corp.

Direct: 416-618-1714  
www.monicastohr.com
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$478,800
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SOLD

SOLD

$2,899,000 SOLD
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RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

ideas for family 
game night

FAMILY GAME NIGHTS can be a great way  
for families to disconnect from their devices  
and spend quality time together. Much in  
the way that family dinners can facilitate  
conversation and closeness, game nights can 
spark companionship and hours of fun. 

Game nights are easy to organize and are  
particularly handy on those nights when there’s 
not much to do or when the weather makes  
outside activities impossible. 

To get started, use these game ideas as a  
catalyst for fun.

1  STICK TO THE CLASSICS. Certain games 
remain tried and true family favourites.  

These include Monopoly, Trouble, Risk, Clue 
and Scrabble. Adults who had a favourite game  
growing up can play it with their children and see 
who outsmarts who.

2  LEARN CARD GAMES. From War to 
Spades to Gin to Uno, many card games 

have withstood the test of time. This is a great  
way to bridge gaps between grandparents and 
grandchildren. The older generation can teach 
these familiar games to children, and everyone 
can join in the fun.

3 STRENGTHEN DRAMA SKILLS. Charades 
is a game in which teams must act out  

a word or phrase based on certain categories 
and have others on their side guess what is being  
mimed. Charades often lead to lots of laughs  
and stumped participants.

4  SHOP FOR NEW FUN. Take a family 
trip to a toy store or another retailer and 

browse the games aisle. Let each family member 
pick out a game that appeals to them and then 
include them in your family game night rotation.

Families can engage and converse over enter-
taining games that bridge generations. 
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FEATURED PROPERTY

This Spectacular Custom Home Is Like No Other. Everything In This 
Fully Upgraded House Is Completely Finished From Top To Bottom. The 
Execution From Design, Construction And Finishings Are Impeccable!! 
Fantastic Layout And Great Energy Flow Through This Masterpiece Sitting 
On A Picturesque 12.07 Acres. Peace, Tranquility, Serenity Surrounds Your 
Private Setting Here. Entertain Family, Friends With Your Private Custom 
Cabana, Pool, Pond. Fully Finished Basement Complete With 3 Bedrooms, 
3 Washrooms, Laundry Rm, Kitchen, Theatre Room! Also Your Own 4000 Sq 
Ft Separate Garage/Workshop!! Endless Opportunity Here. Make This Your 
Oasis!! It Awaits You!

4065 LLOYDTOWN-AURORA RD. 
$7,988,000

9 Wellar Ave. 
King

43 Humber Cres. 
King City

Are you ready to List?

Give me a call. Dir. 416-990-0832

GLAZED CRANBERRIES AND APPLES
2 cups apple cider
6 tablespoons light corn syrup
2 tablespoons light brown sugar
8 tablespoons unsalted butter, diced
3 Golden Delicious apples (about 1 1/4 lb), peeled, cored and cut into 1/2-inch cubes
2 cups fresh or frozen cranberries (see note 1)
1/2 cup granulated sugar, plus more if needed

EGGNOG FRENCH TOAST
1/2” thick (34-inch) bread slices, cut on a sharp diagonal from a day-old baguette (see note 2)
2 1/2 cups purchased eggnog (see cooking tip)
1/2 teaspoon freshly grated nutmeg
Pinch of ground cinnamon
3 tablespoons melted unsalted butter
Confectioners sugar

Food is a big part of the holiday season. Big meals  
are typically the focal point of holiday gatherings with  
family and friends. Seasonal beverages also have a  
special place at holiday dinner tables and parties. This holiday  
season, hosts can incorporate a beloved beverage into their 
holiday brunches by whipping up the following recipe for  
Baked Eggnog French Toast with Cranberries and Apples,  
courtesy of Betty Rosbottoms Sunday Brunch (Chronicle Books).

holiday 
 BRUNCH 

Incorporate 
eggnog  
into your

1 For the Glazed Cranberries and Apples: Whisk to-
gether the apple cider, corn syrup and brown sugar in 

a large, heavy saucepan over high heat. Boil until reduced 
to 1 cup, about 15 minutes. Whisk in 4 tablespoons of the 
butter until melted. Remove from the heat and set aside.

2 Melt the remaining 4 tablespoons of butter in 
a large, heavy frying pan over medium heat  

until hot. Add the apples stirring, for 2 minutes.  
Add the cranberries and granulated sugar, and stir 
until cranberries begin to pop about 2 minutes.  
Stir in the reduced cider mixture and cook until the 
mixture has reduced to a syrup-like consistency,  

about 6 minutes. Taste and stir in more sugar,  
if desired. (The cranberries and apples can be pre-
pared 1 day ahead; cool, cover and refrigerate.  
Reheat, stirring, over medium heat.)

3 For the Eggnog French Toast: Arrange the bread 
slices in a 9-by-13-inch shallow baking dish. 

Whisk together the eggnog, nutmeg and cinnamon 
in a medium bowl. Pour the mixture over the bread. 
Cover the pan with plastic wrap and refrigerate for  
6 hours, or overnight.

4 Arrange a rack at center position and preheat  
the oven to 450 F. Butter a large, rimmed baking  

sheet with some of the melted butter. Using a  
metal spatula, transfer the bread slices to the  
baking sheet. Brush the bread with the remaining  
melted butter.

5 Bake for 10 minutes, and then turn and  
bake until golden brown on the outside and  

still soft inside, 5 to 6 minutes more. Watch carefully so 
they do not burn. 

6 Arrange 2 slices on each of six dinner plates and 
mound the warm fruits on top. Dust generously with 

confectioners sugar and serve.

NOTE 1: If using frozen cranberries, defrost  
and pat dry.

NOTE 2: You also can use a good, crusty  
sourdough bread; cut 3/4-inch slices from it,  
and if they are large, cut them in half.

COOKING TIP: If eggnog is not available at  
the supermarket, whisk together 4 egg yolks,  
1/2 cup sugar and 2 cups light cream to blend. 
Then proceed with the recipe. 
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Baked Eggnog French Toast with Cranberries and Apples
Serves 6


