
HOT NEW LISTING IN KING!!

Fabulous & spacious Executive home on quiet court amongst $$$ 
Million dollar homes in the heart of King City!.  Spectacular 2/3rds 
of an acre park like ravine lot w/mature trees & landscaping!!  
Bright sun fi lled family home w/reno’s throughout!  Large modern 
kitchen has w/o to deck; 4 spacious bedrooms & bathrooms, 
oversize family room w/fi replace & huge rec room too!!

$1,575,000

EXCITING NEW SHARON SEMI!!

Ravine Oasis!  $80k landscape package W/Custom Design 6’ Fence.  Deck w/
lighted stairs leads to stone patio & outdoor 6’ long gas fi replace - view rear forest 
& sunsets w/amazing west exposure! Front interlock patio w/large Armor stones 
- amazing curb appeal.  20’ colomer trees for privacy & hook-ups for hot tub! 
Over $100k spent on upgrades & custom cabinetry, built-in desk & table, stunning 
fi replace & awesome upgraded kitchen w/island, hardwood & more! Wow!

$798,900

JUST LISTED IN SHARON!!

Rare & gorgeous 5 bedroom/4 bathroom Executive Reno’d home w/
amazing separate in-law loft apartment over 3 car garage! Awesome 
reno’d kitchen w/granite, S/S appliances, b/i desk & huge eat-in area 
o’looking backyard oasis w/saltwater inground pool & outdoor stone 
fi replace!  Main fl oor offi ce, open concept LR/DR & hardwood fl rs!  
Extra large master suite w/stunning reno’d ensuite & WICC!    

$1,588,000
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AWARD

HALL OF 
FAME

Realtron Realty Inc., 
Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operatedt:905.898.1211   c:416.520.3651
anitakotsovos@gmail.com
www.AnitaKotsovos.com

Over 30 years of award-winning 
real estate experience!

ANITA KOTSOVOS
R E A L  E S TAT E  S A L E S  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E

14799 Yonge Street
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1N1

14799 Yonge Street
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1N1

Sales Representative

#1 Individual in Aurora* 

#7  Individual in Canada**

Top 1% in Canada**

14799 Yonge Street
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1N1

Dir: 416-618-1714  
www.monicastohr.com

*base on GCI for Royal Lepage YCR 2018 GCI
**based on GCI for Royal LePage Canada 2018

2017-2019

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

239 Main St., Schomberg

FIND OUT WHAT 
YOUR HOME IS WORTH - 

CALL TODAY!

Ltd., Brokerage

416-706-0419
HORIZONREALTY.CA

� inking of 
Buying or Selling 

Your Home?
For Insider Tips Visit: 

HelenAvraamNeo.com  

Call Direct: 416-587-3415
Email: HelenAvraamNeo@RoyalLePage.ca

Helen
(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES

Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

(Elena) Avraam Neophytou,
Sales Representative, SRES

Helen
(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES

Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

ROYAL LEPAGE CONNECT REALTY, BROKERAGE  

•  www.theauroran.com
•  www.kingsentinel.com Published By:

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

 AurorA/King 

features   Volume 8, ISSue 3
Decor ideas to give homes a fresh look this spring ...................................................................... 2
market update .................................................................................................................................... 2
What is a standby generator? .......................................................................................................... 5
How to design your dream custom-built home .............................................................................. 6
exterior renovations that can improve home value ....................................................................... 7
5 outdoor projects that add value .................................................................................................... 7 
Ask Big Tuna, The Renovating Realtor ........................................................................................... 9
Why is my house so dusty and what can I do? .............................................................................. 9
Ask a Realtor .................................................................................................................................... 11

Water can be a homeowner’s 
worst nightmare. few things  
have the potential to damage a 
home as much as water. from 
leaks to flooding to moisture  
problems like mold, water can 
wreak havoc on a home. 
Basements or crawl spaces are areas of a home 
where water can do the most damage. Base-
ments and crawl spaces tend to be the low-
est-lying spots in a home, and therefore prime 
spots for water to enter. Water problems in 
these areas can contribute to the demise of the 
structural integrity of the foundation. 

Continuted on page 4

Tips for  
waterproofing 
a basement  
or crawl space
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Real estate market update – Aurora

Consumer confidence peaked in february 2020 
as 94 sales traded hands of all types of homes 
across aurora an astounding increase of 88 per 

cent from prior year.  the median price of a home, if 
removing the highest and lowest sale in the area was 
$894,500 an increase of 13 per cent.  there have been 
40 per cent more sales year to date compared to 2019 
and this strength through the coldest month of the year 
is a welcome shift for sellers as demand is fuelled.  

In the month of february 160 homes were placed 
for sale with 162 remaining for sale at month end and 
seller’s yielding on average 102 per cent of their ask-
ing price, selling on average within 21 days.  Invento-
ry remains low indicating a strong seller’s market and 
at this rate of consumer supply and demand it would 
take 3 months to sell through the current amount of 
homes for sale.  

five detached, 2-storey homes sold for above  
$1.4 million and one for $2.75 million.  It’s the high-
er priced homes that have had less Buyer demand 
and that’s been partially because of finance stress 
test guidelines.  With the recent Bank of Canada rate 
decrease topping the headlines this half a per cent 
drop will improve affordability for some Buyers while 
placing more pressure on inventory supply. 

throughout York region which includes aurora, New-
market, east Gwillimbury, markham, Georgina, rich-
mond Hill, Vaughan and Whitchurch-stouffville there 
was 61 per cent greater activity in february and 46. 8 
per cent more deals trading hands across the region 
compared to 2019 which is incredible.  the average 
price in York region rose by $100,000 to $1,015,558.

speak to a realtor® today who has an accred-
ited Buyer representation designation to review the 
best strategies possible before making a purchase in 
this competitive environment.

– Written by Connie Power 

Connie Power is an Assistant manager and Sales Representative 
CNe® SRS® ABR® SReS®,  for Re/mAX Hallmark York Group Realty 

ltd.,  Brokerage serving York region and beyond  
in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA). 

empowering you in Real estate, Call Connie today to make an 
appointment to discuss your next move at (905) 726-0856.

*The statistics provided herein were obtained from the Toronto Real 
estate Board; Regional Housing market Tables; York Region,  

Aurora for February of 2019, 2020 and the Summary of existing Home 
Transactions of all home types, February. 2019 and 2020 for all  

TReB Areas and Property Days on market report for February 2020.

***Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract.

Amplified Aurora Home Sales

spring is a season of rejuvenation,  
and that spirit of renewal can take  
hold inside a home. 

arm weather and longer hours of 
daylight make spring a perfect 
time to imagine a home’s interior 

design in a new light. The following are a handful 
of decor ideas that may inspire homeowners to 
give their homes an entirely new look this spring.

WAllPAPeR: Wallpaper fell out of favour years 
ago, but new styles that aren’t so heavily patterned 
can make for wonderful additions to any room. 
Large-scale prints can give a room a whole new 
feel without giving homeowners or their guests 
the impression that they have stepped back in 
time. A simple, mural-style floral wallpaper on 
the walls surrounding a table in a breakfast nook 
can bring nature inside.

PASTel ColouRS: Nothing embodies the  
spring quite like pastel colours. If colourful, 
bright flowers dot the garden in the backyard, 
homeowners can bring those uplifting pastels 
inside by painting an accent wall or even adding 
some brightly coloured accent furniture to rooms 
that could use a lift.

DeCluTTeR: Clutter is often conquered during 
spring cleaning sessions, but homeowners who 
want to create more free-flowing interior spac-
es can downsize their furniture and/or look for  

multipurpose features that make it hard for  
clutter to take over a room. Create more open 
space in entertaining areas by mounting the  
television and getting rid of a bulky entertainment  
centre. Create even more space by replacing rare-
ly used end tables with a storage ottoman where 
books and magazines can be stored to give a room 
a fresh, clean look.

ACCeNT FeATuReS: Sometimes the smallest 
changes to an interior space make the biggest 
impression. Replace dated accents like vases  
and table lamps with newer items that reflect  
the latest styles and trends. Such adjustments 
won’t break the bank, and they can give rooms a 
whole new feel.

Spring is a great time to reconsider home  
interiors. This spring homeowners can embrace 
various strategies, both big and small, to give  
their homes a whole new feel. interiors. This 
spring homeowners can embrace various  
strategies, both big and small, to give their homes 
a whole new feel.

W

Decor ideas to give homes a fresh look 
 this

 spring
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Danny Kanyo* Diana Dunlap*Cinda Brown*

Stephanie Sinclair* *

David  Nattress**

Jeff Laceby***

Lynda Laceby* Anita Parliament*

Amanda Vizziello*Andrea Pinska* Ian Hastings*

Chris Bresser*

Glenn M. Hant**
REALTOR

16130 Bathurst St, King

Privacy And Convenience! 10+ Acres Located On The Edge Of Aurora Within King Township. Country Living At Its Finest. 
This Level Lot Presents An Excellent Building Or Renovation Opportunity. Lots Of Trees For That Private Setting With 
Wildlife Outside Your Door. Nothing More Peaceful Than Living In The Country Yet Situated Only Minutes To All Ameni-
ties. Located In Lsca Jurisdiction With No Regulations, Orm-Countryside.Do Not Walk Property Without An Appt.Quiet 
Country Setting W/ Renovated, Bright 3+2 Bdrm Brick Bungalow. Fully Finished Lower Lvl. Lrg Windows, New Flooring, 
Updated Kitchen.Separate 1,000+Sq.Ft. Bldg W/ 2 Drive-In Overhead Doors. All Structures Being Sold In As Is Condition

Jeff Laceby***& Cinda Brown*           $ 2,550,000

35 Kleins Ridge, Kleinburg

Kleinburg - Exclusive Hill Top Community Hosting 12 Estates Lots. Set Within Tranquil Surroundings With Access To 
Klms. Of Walking Trails Just Out The Front Door. 3 +1 Bdrm Bungalow.Spacious Main Floor Living With Field-Stone 
Fireplace And Dining Rooms, Family Sized Updated Kitchen. Walkout, Finished Basement With Field-Stone Fireplace. 
Amazing Heated 6 Car Garage With Hoist.Amazing Lot, Just Under Two Acres. Minutes To All Amenities And Kleinburg 
Core.Newer Windows And Eaves, Wrap Around Pressure Treated Wood Decking. Lot Not Located In The Green Belt Or 
In The Heritage District. Include All Elf ’s, All Window Coverings, All Appliances, Car Hoist. Over 350 Ft. Of Frontage.

Lynda Laceby* & Cinda Brown*           $2,149,000

17102 Warden Ave, Whitchurch- Stouffville 

Excellent investment property! Conveniently situated close to the newly completed 404 extension and New-
market. This idyllic country setting consists of over 46 acres on gently rolling hills offering beautiful pastoral 
views with acres of private riding/walking trails. Renovated 5 bedroom farm house with outbuildings, large 
principal rooms, 9’ ceilings, slate and hardwood floors. Great potential for an equestrian / farm / investment 
property with long (1 klm) treelined drive. Situated among century maples, towering pines with stream and 
ponds offering a serene and tranquil setting. 30’ X 40’ garage, sauna and covered porches. Endless possibilities!

Jeff Laceby*** & Cinda Brown*           $ 2,095,000

14405 8th Concession, King

This Charming Designer’s Bungalow Is The Quintessential Modern Farmhouse, Set On A Scenic Acre In The Heart Of King’s 
Equestrian Community. Fully Remodelled, This Bright And Cheery Home Is An Inviting Blend Of Rustic Farmhouse Elements 
And Clean Modern Finishes. Soaring 16’ Vaulted Ceilings, Exposed Authentic Barn Beams, Open Concept Living, Dining 
Room And Gourmet Kitchen. Luxurious Spa-Like Bathrooms, Lovely Country Views From Every Window. Bertazzoni Double 
Oven/6 Burner Range, Massive 10’ Island, Walk-In Pantry, Large Mudroom, 3 Frpl, Retracta-Vac, Oversized Garage, New Well 
& Septic, New Driveway, Roof, Doors/Windows, Charming Workshop/Hobby Shed, Barn, Alarm System.

Lynda Laceby* & Mike Laceby*           $ 2,389,000

2385 Davis Drive, King

Rare Find In King Township. 25 Vacant Acres With A Variety Of Topography , Trees, Streams, On 
Which To Build Your Dream Home. Great Location On Paved Road With Easy Access To Highway 
400. Close To Aurora/Newmarket , Private Schools And An Easy Drive To The Airport This Unique 
Parcel Is Looking For The Creative Buyer Who Can See The Potential And Thinks “Outside The Box”! 
There Is No Entry To This Land From Highway 9. Book An Appointment To Walk The Property. There 
Is A Mix Of Table Land And Trees

Lynda Laceby*              $ 1,125,000

39 Walker Blvd, Alliston 

Spacious 2200 Sq Ft Freehold Townhouse, With A Touch Of Elegance & Class Throughout, 
Including Open-Concept Entrance, Hardwood Floors, 9 Ft Ceilings, Cozy Sitting Area With 
Gas Fireplace, Upgraded Washrooms, New Patio Deck, & Natural Lighting Throughout. 
Kitchen Includes Quartz Countertop, Stainless Steel Appliances, Gas Stove & Walk-Out To 
Patio. Located In A Great Family Neighborhood, Close To Schools, Amenities, Hospital & 
Parks. Fully Fenced Backyard. A Must See Home!

Amanda Vizziello* & Lynda Laceby*                      

SOLD

32 Marlynn Court, Schomberg

Prime Location In Mature Subdivision In Schomberg. Large, Pool Sized 
Lot For Your Dream Home.Great Family Neighbourhood , Close To All  
Amenities In Schomberg. Walking Distance To Schools, Library , Town  
Plaza. 30 Minutes To Pearson Airport If You Travel. Enjoy Small Town  
Living At Its Best In This Wonderful Rural Area Of The Gta.
Lynda Laceby* & Mike Laceby*              $850,000

7469 Concession 4, Uxbridge

This Property Is An Exceptional 10 Acre Parcel Of Land On Concession 4 Just South 
Of Davis Drive And An Easy Commute To 404 And Uxbridge. Ideal For, A Weekend 
Getaway, Developing A Country Estate Or Fulfilling Your Dreams In A Rural Setting. 
Original Farm Farmstead, Including House, Large Bank Barn And Drive Shed Need 
To Be Updated Or Replaced. Large Open And Level Parcel Of Land Is Currently 
Farmed For Hay.

David Nattress**

SOLD

 NEW LiStiNg!

46 Mumberson St, Cookstown

Stunning Brand New Home Located In The Heart Of Cookstown. Enjoy A 
Touch Of Elegance & Class In This Spacious 3500 Sq Ft House With Upgrades 
Throughout, Including Hardwood And Tile Flooring, Large Windows, Quartz 
Countertops, Soaring High Ceilings In Great Room, Pot Lights, Large Staircase 
And Moulded Ceilings.

Amanda Vizziello*             

SOLD
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Water can enter homes in numerous 
ways. many building materials, 
including concrete, that seem solid at 
first glance actually are quite porous. 
as ground water collects around 
these materials, the weight of the 
accumulated water, called hydrostatic 
pressure, can weaken the materials, 
causing cracks where water can  
seep through. 

Water also can enter subterranean spaces through 
basement windows and gaps between footings and 
concrete slabs, or push up through foundation floors 
when homes are in areas with high water tables.

Remedying water issues in a home generally 
breaks down into two methodologies: exterior wa-
terproofing and interior waterproofing. Depending 
on the cause and severity of the water issue, one or 
the other, or even both, may be recommended.

eXTeRIoR WATeRPRooFING
Exterior waterproofing aims to keep water away 

from and out of the home. The home improvement 
information resource DoItYourself.com says that 
exterior waterproofing generally includes the ap-
plication of a waterproofing agent to the concrete 
foundation. In addition, exterior waterproofing also 
could include excavation so a drainage system can 
be installed around the entire footing of the home. 
Regrading a property and properly relocating gutters 
and downspouts can help with many water issues.

INTeRIoR WATeRPRooFING
When water in a basement or crawl space needs 

to be remediated indoors, a system to collect, drain 
and remove water may be necessary. This can 
include sump pumps, drains, gravity discharge 
systems, and more. Moisture barriers, which can 
include special paints or products applied to the 
foundation walls and floor, also can help keep water 
from entering the space.

moISTuRe SoluTIoNS
Keeping water out is only one part of the equa-

tion. Homeowners also need to manage moisture, 
like excessive humidity. A marriage of HVAC and 
waterproofing techniques may be necessary to im-
prove air flow and remove humidity in the air.

While many homeowners have attempted to ad-
dress water issues on their own, many times it is a 
job best left to the professionals. Because water pen-
etration can have multifaceted causes, a professional 
can best assess the situation and create solutions that 
fit with homeowners’ budgets and needs. The re-
view and advice site Angie’s List suggests finding at 
least three waterproofing companies that offer both 
interior and exterior waterproofing services that can 
provide the best ideas for fixing the issue.

www.DPScountertops.ca

Showroom: 
16650 Jane Street, King 
905-503-2222

DPS
g r a n i t e  .  q u a r t z  .  p o r c e l a i n

countertops.ca

Direct 289.221.1481 Office 905.727.3154 kellyburt@royallepage.ca

A Stunning Renovated King City 
Home on 1/2 Pool-Sized Lot in  
Prestigious Spring Hill Gardens.  
Gorgeous Custom Kitchen  
with High End Appliances -  
An Entertainer’s Delight, Large 
Island, Granite Countertops,  
Bright Sunroom Overlooking a  
Backyard Oasis with 18’x14’ Gazebo 
& Outdoor Dining Area.

Sold!
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127 JOHN WEST WAY, AURORA
COMING SOON

35 FINCH AVE., TORONTO446 DONALD CRT, NEWMARKET 
COMING SOON

712-15277 YONGE ST., AURORA
$749,000

324 PETHERAM PLACE, NEWMARKET
COMING SOON $999,000

10 MCGEE CRESCENT, AURORA

SOLD

125 LOWE BLVD., NEWMARKET 

SOLD
LEASED

47 BEECHBROOKE WAY, AURORA
$999,000

COMING SOON

COMING SOON

COMING SOON

905.836.1212 | info@KeyAdvantage.ca | www.KeyAdvantage.ca

Sales Representative

SUSIE STROM
Broker

CAROLINE BAILE

Sales Representative
LORRAINE MACDONALD

Sales Representative
SHREEMA TALSANIA

Sales Representative 
MARISSA WHITE

Client Care Coordinator
LAUREN ROBINSON

Sales Representative
LINDSAY STROM

Operarations Manager
KERRI FILLIER

Wonder What YOUR Home is Worth?
TOGETHER TO SERVE YOU BETTER

756 HARRY DOUGLAS ST., NEWMARKET
$1,799,000 

•  Desired Location in Sought After
Newmarket

• Over 4600 Square Feet Above Grade

• 4 Bedrooms, Main Floor Offi ce

• Large Yard

• Custom Finishes

No one wants to imagine  
losing power in their homes.  
But homeowners and renters  
face such situations every day. 
For those who aren’t prepared to confront  
power outages, doing so can be a nuisance in the best 
of situations, and potentially very dangerous, if not 
fatal, in the most dire instances.

Thankfully, no one has to go long without power.  
Standby generators are backup electrical systems 
that operate automatically. Once the generator  
senses a power loss, which can occur within seconds 
of a utility outage, its automatic transfer switch essen-
tially gives the generator a wakeup call, commanding 
it to begin supplying power to the circuits in a home.

Some transfer switches may be automated,  
requiring no effort on the part of homeowners when 
the power goes out. Others may need to be flipped 
on like one might flip a light switch. Seniors and/or 
people with mobility issues may benefit from standby 
generators with automated transfer switches, as they 
may find it difficult to manually turn the switches 
themselves. That’s especially true if the power goes 
out overnight, when visibility inside a home with no 
power is compromised.

Standby generators are typically connected to the 
circuits throughout a home, which means they can 
kick in and run HVAC systems, refrigerators and 
security systems, among other devices. That helps 
people stay comfortable and sleep well during power 
outages, while also ensuring they won’t have to throw 
away any groceries or spend times in their homes 
without functioning security systems.

Standby generators can help people prepare for 
and overcome storms and natural disasters, making 
them an invaluable addition to any home.

What is  
a standby  
generator? 
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Barristers & Solicitors
Margaret Black    Professional Corporation

Experience and Integrity
You Can Trust

King City, Vaughan, and
New Tecumseth, Ontario

Tel: 905-833-9090
Fax: 905-833-9091

Email: info@blacklawof�ice.ca

Real Estate Transactions
Corporate ❖ Wills ❖ Estates

Probate ❖ Family ❖ Immigration

www.blacklawoffi ce.ca

royal lepage rCr realty,  
Key advantage team had a wonderful 
client appreciation evening held on 
march 3rd. a sincere thank you to  
Jana Gobbo for hosting our event  
in her amazing store at Gray House  
& Co. Home store located at  
15240 Yonge street in aurora.  
We were pleased to present the  
Yellow Brick House with a cheque in 
the amount of $6, 240.00 which was 
made possible through the Key  
advantage team clients support.

tHere are maNY aDVaNtaGes to designing  
your own home. Gone are the builder-basic 
styles, layouts that don’t work for your fami-
ly and exteriors you can’t tell apart from your 
neighbours’. To help with your planning, check 
out these tips.   

Find the right property. There are no limits  
to what you can create with a custom-built home, 
but the size and quality of your lot do impose  
restrictions. While you don’t need to have  
everything decided when you purchase the  
property, make sure you have a general idea of 
what you need — your architect can help with 
this. Also, double check zoning laws, so you 
don’t wind up not being able to build your dream 
three-story home on a residential street that  
only allows bungalows.  

Consider your lifestyle. What kind of lifestyle 
do you want to live? What’s important to you? 
From bigger elements like smart home automa-
tion and sustainability to smaller considerations 
like storage and organization, think of these 
things when designing the layout and built-in 
elements. For example, if you hate shovelling, 
now is the opportunity to make sure you have 
the shortest driveway possible. 

Build for the future. Your needs and wants 
right now are at the top of your mind, but a  
custom home is a significant investment in 
time, money and energy. It’s also likely you want  
this to be your forever home, so it’s a smart  
idea to build for tomorrow. Think about how  
your family will evolve and what your future 
needs will be. Consider building materials that  
are designed to stand the test of time, like  
insulated concrete forms (ICFs) from Nudura.  
This alternative to wood framing is a greener  
option and offers disaster resilience against  
high winds and fire. The superior insulation  
also means more comfortable, uniform indoor 

temperatures and less money spent on heating 
and cooling your home. 

Avoid the fantasy trap. This is your dream 
home, so it’s okay to indulge on that outdoor  
fireplace or luxury bathroom tiles that you’ve 
been envisioning. But to keep your budget in 
check, focus on the priorities and items that will 
give you the best value for your dollar. Invest in 
features that will improve your everyday living  
and boost your property value, like energy- 
efficient construction or a finished basement.  

Find more information about designing  
your new home with insulated concrete forms  
at nudura.com.

How to design  
your dream  
custom-built home

royal lepage rCr  
Key advantages  
Client appreciation Night
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enovating a home to improve 
its value can be a smart invest-
ment. Interior improvements, 
such as updating kitchens and 

baths, offer good return on investment, but  
there are plenty of exterior renovations that  
can add value to a home and give it that coveted 
“wow” factor.

laNDsCaPING
Abundant and well-planned landscaping can 
instantly boost curb appeal. According to the 
landscaping company Lawn Starter, 71 percent of 
prospective home buyers say a home’s curb appeal 
is an important factor in their buying decisions. 
As buyers use the internet to look for their dream 
homes, there’s no denying a beautifully land-
scaped, nicely photographed property can entice 
buyers to click and read more about a house.

aDDress INseCts aND mINor rePaIrs
Improving home value may come down to fix-
ing areas of the home that can negatively affect 
its appeal to buyers. Hire an inspector to look at 
key components of the house and recommend 
what needs to be fixed. This way it is discovered 

before home buyers come in and do their own 
inspections. Termite infestations, deteriorating 
roofs and hidden water leaks are some things that 
might need fixing. 

ImProVe tHe eNtrYWaY
The front door is the focal point of a home’s ex-
terior. Invest in a new door or paint it a striking 
color to add appeal.  Remodelling magazine’s 
“Cost vs. Value Report 2019” indicates changing 
an entry door to a steel replacement can offer 74.9 
percent ROI. Such a door provides visual appeal 
and added security — things buyers look for. In 
addition to the front door, make sure that the en-
tryway has a level walkway, steps that are in good 
repair, accents that are free from rust or tarnish, 
and decorative plants.

outDoor lIGHtING
Outdoor lighting can add to the ambiance of  
a property and serve as a security feature.  
Utilize different lights, such as a bright light by the 
entry, uplighting in trees and shrubs for drama,  
a light-lined path to the door to improve visibil-
ity, and motion-detection lights to improve the  
security of the property.

rePaINt (or resIDe) tHe exterIor
A fresh coat of paint or new (or cleaned) siding 
can instantly give homes a facelift. Neutral, warm 
and inviting colours tend to have the widest ap-
peal. Adding manufactured stone veneer to the 
home can offer a 94.9 percent ROI, says Remod-
elling. And after doing the front door and siding, 
investing in a garage door replacement offers the 
highest ROI of all exterior projects listed on the 
“Cost vs. Value Report 2019.” This improvement 
returns 97.5 percent when selling.
Knowing which improvements add value to a 
home can help homeowners tailor their efforts to 
those that are most financially beneficial.

exterior renovations can  
enhance the appearance of  
a property and make it more  
enjoyable for homeowners. 
Certain renovations have the potential to add value 
to a home, while others may do the opposite. learn-
ing which one have the largest return on investment 
can help homeowners select features that will have 
the most positive impact.

Curb appeal goes a long way toward attracting po-
tential buyers. according to the National association 
of realtors, first impressions of a property have a 
strong influence on buyers. landscaping and ex-
ternal features can do much to influence such im-
pressions. .

lAWN CARe PRoGRAm: Investing in a lawn 
care program that consists of fertilizer and weed 
control application and can be transferred over to a  
subsequent home owner is an attractive feature. 
 Nar says such a care program can recover  
$1,000 in value of the $330 average cost, or a  
303 percent roI.

loW-mAINTeNANCe lIFeSTYle: When choos-
ing materials for projects, those that offer low-main-
tenance benefits can be preferential. these include 
low-maintenance patio materials, composite deck-
ing, vinyl fencing, and inorganic mulched beds.

FIRe PIT: a fire pit can be used for much of the 
year. In the spring and summer, the fire-pit is a 
great place to congregate to roast marshmallows 
or sip wine and gaze into the fire. In the fall, the fire 
pit can make for a cozy retreat. a fire pit that has 
a gas burner is low-maintenance, and the National  
association of landscape Professionals says that 
most can recoup about $4,000 of their $6,000  
average price tag.

SoFTSCAPING: Hardscaping refers to structures 
like outdoor kitchens or decks. softscaping involves 
the living elements of the landscape. Hiring a land-
scape designer to install trees, shrubs, natural 
edging, and rock elements can do wonders toward 
improving the look and value of a home.

Pool oR WATeR FeATuRe: In certain mar-
kets, particularly hot climates, a pool or another 
water feature is a must-have. However, in other 
areas where outdoor time is limited, a pool or wa-
ter feature can actually lower the value of a home. 
speaking with a real estate professional can give 
homeowners an idea of how a pool will fare in a 
given neighbourhood.

outdoor improvements can improve the  
marketability of a home, as well as enhance its  
appearance and function.

5 ouTDooR  
PRojeCTS THAT 
ADD VAlue

R
home valueexterior renovations that can improve 
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Call for a FREE Market Evaluation! 905-841-4787 
You Get The “Right Results” With Rocco.

Serving Aurora, Newmarket, East Gwillimbury, King, Stouffville, Richmond Hill & Surrounding Areas

905-841-4787 • www.roccoracioppo.com
List with one of Canada’s Top Producers, 

ranked # 72 in Canada out of approx. 21,000 RE/MAX Agents in 2017.

Rocco Racioppo
BROKER

Rocco Racioppo
REALTRON REALTY INC.
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED BROKERAGE
REALTRON REALTY INC.

Hot Off The Press! $1,538,000 Approx. 2 yr Old. Modern 
Open Concept Home 3,500 sq ft, Walkout, Basement Backing 
Onto Ravine, Loaded With Extra Upgrades. Call Rocco Today

In Town Paradise! Over 5,000 Sq Ft 
Custom 2 Storey Home With 

Amazing Backyard Oasis! $2,250,000

Rocco RacioppoRocco Racioppo

Backs onto Forest! $1,898,000
Open Comcept Bungalow With Finished Basement 

On 3/4 Acre Lot Oversize 3 car Garage.

Executive Home! $1,838,000 Located In Demand Area 
On Private South Facing Treed Lot, Aprox. 6,000 Sqft 

Of Luxurious Living Space. Call Rocco Today!

Open Concept Plan! $1,598,000 Amazing 2 Storey 
Great Room Open To Above, 3,600 Sqft. 

Hardwood Floors Throughout. Call Rocco Today!

Privacy! Privacy! Privacy! $1,998,000
Approx. 25 Aero Estate With Trees & Stream 

And 6,000 sqft Of Living Space

Prestigious Trail Of The Woods! 7,500 Sq Ft 
Of Luxury On 1.25 Acres 

Builders Own Home $ 2,250,000

Luxury Bungalow! $3,388,000 Aprox. 5500 Sqft., Aprox. 
2Yrs Old, With Open Concept Plan, High Ceilings (Aprox. 

12Ft) Situated On Private One Acre Lot. Call Rocco Today!

Modern Bungalow! $1,548,000 Situated 
On Quiet Court On Approx.13.5 Acres, Oversized Garage, 

Finished Walkout Basement

Hot Exclusive Listing! $1,498,000 South Aurora Location. 
Totally Renovated Bungalow, Top To Bottom With Finished 

Walkout Basement. Open Kitchen/Family room.

Peaceful Tranquility! $1,498,000 Minutes To 404, 
Aprox. 7.18 Acre Treed Lot With Large Pond. 

Call Rocco Today!

Great Value In Stonehaven! $1,428,000
2 Storey Home On Aprox. 70X170ft. Lot. 3 Car Garage, 

9Ft Ceilings On Main Floor. Call Rocco Today!

Backyard Oasis! $1,388,000 Covered Patio Area, 
Inground Salewar Pool, Pool Cabana. Call Rocco Today!

Shows Like A Model Home! $1,338,000 For The Most Discrimi-
nating Buyers. This Open Concept Home With Maintenance Free 

Lifestyle Backyard, Seeing Is Beliveing! Call Rocco Today!

Exclusive Listing! $980,000 Premium Tree Pie-Shaped Lot 
With In-Ground Pool Situated On A Quiet Court Steps 

To All Amenities. Call Rocco Today!

Backs Onto Ravine. $829,900 Aprox. One Quarter Acre Treed Lot 
Situated At The End Of A Court. Call Rocco Today!
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Why is my house so dusty and what can I do?

HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD.

Direct: 416-418-6683
Office: 905-727-1941

JulianneBoileau@hotmail.com
Time2Buy-Sell.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Julianne Boileau My clients are so happy  

to call this their new home in King!
I have several qualified buyers 

searching for the perfect bungalow, 
please call me direct if you’d  

like to sell yours!

SOLD THROUGH JULIANNE BOILEAU 

I HAVE QUALIFIED BUYERS FOR PROPERTIES IN KING! 

SPRING IS A SeASoN of rebirth and renewal. as trees 
and flowers bloom anew, many people get renewed 
vigor to tackle projects in and around the house. 

spring cleaning projects can take on many forms, 
from garage overhauls to washing the interiors and 
exteriors of windows. according to the 2019 american 
Cleaning Institute National Cleaning survey conduct-
ed by Wakefield research, 77 percent of households 
surveyed commit to spring clean projects every year. 

Dust is a formidable foe during spring cleaning 
projects. Dust is unsightly and dust mites can trigger 
allergic reactions. But many homeowners lament that, 
once they dust, dust returns in a flash. Dust may seem 
like a never-ending nuisance, but there are some 
ways to mitigate dust for more than just a few hours.

INVeST IN A BeTTeR VACuum CleANeR
Vacuuming carpets can release and resuspend 

dust and allergens that were trapped in carpeting 
and throw rugs, advises the Queensland university of 
technology. traditional vacuums may toss that dust 
into the air rather than remove it. However, vacuums 
with HePa (high efficiency particulate air) filters can 
catch particles at .3 microns in size or larger at an 
efficiency rating of 99.97 percent. another solution is 
to switch to hard-surface flooring, which is less likely 
to trap dust.

CHANGe THe AC uNIT FIlTeR
according to Kadi Dulude, owner of the New York-

based Wizard of Homes cleaning service, HVaC filters 

are supposed to trap particles that flow through the air 
and the heating and cooling system. Inadequate or dirty 
filters cannot do that job as thoroughly as new filters. 
Check the filters in both window and whole-house aC 
or heating units and replace according to the recom-
mended schedule. Consider filters with a higher merV 
rating, which can catch smaller particles, suggests 
ragsdale Heating, air & Plumbing company.

uSe leSS CloTH AND lINeN
the cleaning service maid to shine Cleaners sug-

gests that textiles trap more dust, particularly syn-
thetic fabrics. replacing items around the house with 
leather or wooden furniture may alleviate some of the 
dust problem.

TAke oFF SHoeS
Dirt and debris from outside can contribute to dust 

in the house. remove shoes when entering the house 
to reduce the accumulation of dust.

keeP PeTS BRuSHeD AND GRoomeD
Pets bring many positive things to a home, but no 

matter how short their coats, pet dander can be part 
of the dust problem. Washing and grooming pets reg-
ularly may put a dent in the dust situation.

In addition to these suggestions, getting a whole-
house filtration system, increasing wet dusting and 
checking for leaky ducts that can be sucking dust from 
attics, basements or garages are some other ways to 
reduce dust in a home. 

the spring market is just around 
the corner and I can see that 
some panic is starting to set in 
since the supply of homes for 
sale is lower than usual.  

While panic is never a good reaction, there 
are things you can do to put yourself in the best  
position possible to snag that home. 

Quality homes in Aurora and King City are  
selling quickly for either asking price or over  
asking. We have not seen this trend in our area  
in a couple of years. There are lots of buyers out 

there but not much supply, which creates a lot  
more interest in any property that is for sale. It is 
important that you stay focused on what you are 
looking for and what you can afford. In this type 
of market, buyers can lose sight of their criteria 
and try to buy anything they can. Markets always 
swing back and forth so something that easily  
sold in a hot market, may not be able to move in 
slower markets.  

If you think back to the hot market in 2017,  
I am sure we all have friend or a friend of a friend 
who paid way too much for their home, then once 
the market cooled, they were a little bit underwater. 
You don’t want to be that home owner!  

It is very easy for us to get emotional and  
forget about our bottom lines. Sometimes it seems 
so simple to agree to another ten thousand and 
dropping conditions. Doing this, without having 
secured the financing ahead of time may result 
in your not being able to close on the deal. If you 
waived the conditions and cannot get financing, 
you just agreed to buy a house you don’t have  
money to buy. You will likely lose the deposit you 
gave when you made the offer.

If you are in the market for a home, you need  
to be prepared! It is VERY important to secure 
financing before you start your search. This will 
help you understand exactly what it is you can  
afford and what you cannot. Should you end up in 
a bidding war you will know exactly how high you 

can go and if you can drop conditions and make it 
a firm offer. On occasion, it happens that a client 
believes they can afford a million-dollar home but 
in actuality It is more like 800k. The typical deposit 
on this level of home is 5% or $50,000 on 1 mil-
lion.  This deposit will be forfeited if the purchaser  
cannot close on the deal.

Finally, working with a Realtor who understands 
your needs and your finical situation is critical.  You 
need to find someone you feel is working for you 
and looking out for your best interests.  

The market may get crazy and some buyers 
around you may panic, however, keep calm and have 
your ducks in a row and you will not only secure a 
house of your dreams, you will feel good about it!

Who is Big Tuna,  
The Renovating Realtor?

 julien laurion AkA Big Tuna, is a local  
Real estate Sale Representative with  

Royal lePage Your Community Realty in Aurora.  
I am a real estate agent who has expertise in both 

Real estate and Renovations and have been  
involved in this community for over 20 years.  

If you have a question for my monthly article or  
if you are considering buying, selling or leasing a 
home please feel free to call or email me directly  

at (416) 402-5530 or julien@bigtuna.ca or by  
alternatively visiting my website www.bigtuna.ca  

or Facebook page @bigtunarealty

Ask Big Tuna, The Renovating Realtor

By julien laurion 
the Big tuna of real estate 
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*Faucet extra

JAVA
CLASSIC BRANDS ALSO 
HAS A WIDE SELECTION 
OF QUARTZ VANITY TOPS 
& MIRRORS.

24” to 72” sizes available 

905-727-4751
289 Wellington St. E., Aurora

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How. 

GREAT SAVINGS
at Aurora Home Hardware

Come and see 
the difference

BUY NOW
AND SAVE

CLASSIC BRANDS HANDLES & KNOBS INCLUDED

CLASSIC BRANDS VANITIES 
AVAILABLEBRAND

NEW JAVA
COLOUR

BRAND NEW COLOUR
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A name you know... people you trust!

Charming One-Of-A-Kind 
Home In Fantastic Old Aurora! 
Relax On Porch, Walk To Shops, 
Restaurants, GO, Parks, New 
Armoury, & Upcoming Library 
Square! Stunning Mature & Lrg 
Private Lot Features Gorgeous 
Gardens, Salt Water Pool, 
Extensive Patterned Concrete 
Patio. Kitchen Has Bkfst Bar, 
Bar Sink, Gas F/P!

$899,000

STU
NN

ING
 LO

T W
ITH

 PO
OL

 – O
LD

 AU
RO

RA

Stunning Backyard Oasis Offers 
Pool With Waterfall & Slide, Hot 
Tub, Cabana, Extensive Patios, 
Outdoor Bar With BBQ & More! 
Custom Maple Kitchen, Master 
Suite With Sitting Area, Gas F/P, 
Dressing Room, 6Pc Ensuite. 
Incredible Finished Bsmt With 
Custom Tables, Cabinets, Wet 
Bar, Gas F/P, Sauna & More.

$2,100,000STU
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Stunning Curb Appeal At The 
End Of A Cul-De-Sac On Ma-
tured & Private 1/2 Acre Lot W/
Pond & Wtr Fall. Over 4100sf. 
Beautiful Gourmet Kitchen With 
W/O To Upper Deck & Gazebo. 
Master Has Stunning 7 Pc 
Ensuite. Fin Bsmt Offers Lrg 
Rec Rm, Kitchenette, 5th 
Bdrm, Exercise Rm. Close to 
Private Schools, Trails, Parks!

$2,289,000
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Call us today and experience the difference!
Direct: 905-727-1961  ⎜ info@susancowen.com

www.SusanCowen.com

SUSAN COWEN ANDREW COWEN

Continually Referred!
One of Aurora’s top Realtors

for over 25 years

Charming 3+2 Bdrm Bungalow 
With Private Lot On One Of Old 
Aurora Best Streets! Walk To 
GO Station, Farmer’s Market, 
Aurora Armoury, Upcoming 
Library Square! Large Addition 
Gives Modern Kitchen, Master 
With Walk-In Closet & Ensuite, 
Games & Rec Rms In Bsmt, 
Covered Porch Across Rear 
Overlooking Beautiful Yard!

$997,000FA
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SOLD!SOLD!

A name you know... people you trust!

knowing your limits when competing to  
purchase a home is a crucial.  Working with  
a REALTOR® who is an Accredited Buyer  

Representative specialist may offer the best  
competitive advantage in times of low inventory 
and high demand.  

Share with your real estate Sales Representative 
the needed price range limits necessary and the 
limitations of that budget as per the lender who’s 
issued the pre-qualification. It may be wise to seek 
a second opinion between lending institutions as 
their lending portfolios, guidelines, opportunities  
may be different. If this is a first time home  
purchase very often there must be a condition  
included for the lender to review the offer and 
make the final judgement that the loan is feasible.  
The lender may also require the home be appraised 
to verify the value of the home being financed.

As Buyer’s consider taking the plunge on a home 
purchase it’s not the time for career changes as this 
could affect qualifying for a mortgage. Substantial 
purchases like vehicles, furniture and applianc-
es, exotic vacations or adding large credit debt or 
late payments is not advisable. When applying 
for a loan lenders ask for all details regarding all 
liabilities and debts to minimize any surprise. It’s 
prudent to save money towards closing costs and 
it’s best to avoid the temptation to spend it. If  

considering making large account deposits review  
with a lender of choice first.  It’s also not the time 
to change bank accounts or co-sign loans for  
anyone.  Credit inquiries should not be generated 
at this crucial time.

A REALTOR® will provide current and historical  
sales in the region, town, neighbourhood and 
street of comparable homes prior to placing offers. 
Once more than one offer is placed on the home  
there is still an opportunity to negotiate but the 
details of the competing offer(s) are unknown  
and the same often goes regarding the Seller’s  
motivation to sell.  It’s best to place the offer within  
the comparative market range and this number 
changes as demand rises and falls in the area.  
Perseverance can be key and it may take more  
than one attempt to purchase a home.

Call a REALTOR® today for a copy of their  
complementary comprehensive Buyer’s guide.

– Written by Connie Power

Connie Power is the Assistant manager, Sales Representative 
CNe® SRS® ABR® SReS® for Re/mAX Hallmark York Group 

Realty ltd.,  Brokerage serving York region and  
beyond in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA). 

empowering you in Real estate, Call Connie today to make an 
appointment to discuss your next move at (905) 726-0856.

***Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract.

Ask A Realtor®

Interest Rates have dropped,  
do you think we should try  
again to get pre-approved  
for what we want?
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905-833-0111
www.trendsrealtyinc.com

WHAT’S YOUR HOME WORTH?
Call us for a complimentary
Market Value Assessment

KING LUXURY LIVING
Buy or Sell with

Re/Max Hallmark Trends Group Realty
Your Source for Everything King

Ana Pronio
Broker of Record
C.  416.528.0330
ana@trendsrealtyinc.com

Why Re/Max? Leading Brand Awareness & Global Presence 
International Referral Partners 
100,000 Agents  •  7,000 Offi  ces Worldwide

Your Listing Viewed In Over 100 Countries  •  6 Continents • 40 Languages  •  Countries Currency

SOLD FOR 99% OF ASKING PRICE
9 0 6  C r e s w e l l  R d . 
K a w a r t h a  L a k e s

Asking $720,000!! Who could imagine you could live on a one acre property in a spacious 
renovated 4 bedroom home for this price!!! It features a modern kitchen with stainless steel 
appliances, 6 burner gas stove, quartz counters, custom backsplash, oak staircase with iron 
pickets, hardwood � oors and main � oor laundry. Walkout to the spacious deck from the 
master bedroom & kitchen and enjoy entertainment in the � nished basement recreation/
games room with a convenient walk up to the rear yard. Contact Ana Pronio, Broker of Record for 
more information.

Asking $720,000!! Who could imagine you could live on a one acre property in a spacious 
ren
appliances, 6 burner gas stove, quartz counters, custom backsplash, oak staircase with iron 
pickets, hardwood � oors and main � oor laundry. Walkout to the spacious deck from the 
master bedroom & kitchen and enjoy entertainment in the � nished basement recreation/
games room with a convenient walk up to the rear yard. Contact Ana Pronio, Broker of Record for 
more information.

RATE DROP!
The Bank of Canada has announced an 

interest rate cut of half a point to 1.25%!!
What does this mean for residential mortgages?

It means the qualifying rate will likely drop as well, making a higher mortgage 
approval likely for Canadians looking to purchase or re� nance.

The spring market is already underway and lower interest rates 
will likely bring more buyers to the table.

Let us help you secure a home with an awesome mortgage rate 
through our mortgage partners or evaluate your current home. 

Contact the Trends Group at 905-833-0111.


