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New Year
brings new

market,
says top
Broker BE =

Rocco Racioppo, a top

Remax agent with 40 years

of experience, believes we are
at a turning point. “Properties
will rise over the next 2-5 years
as the GTA s still a very
desirable destination for foreign
buyers and investors. Prices

in Toronto and surrounding
areas are still low as compared
to other world class cities
around the world,” he points out.
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HOT NEW EXCLUSIVE LISTING!! BRAND NEW CUSTOM BUNGALOW ON 2 ACRES! HOT NEW EXCLUSIVE LISTING!!
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Check out the special features of this gorgeous 4 bedroom/4
bathroom home in prime Stonehaven! 3 car garage, huge

60 x 174 foot lot, approx. 3500 sq. ft, and beautiful stucco/
stone/brick exterior! Gourmet chef’s kitchen w/s/s appliances,
granite counters & open to huge family room o/looking awe-
some deck/pergolas/outdoor kitchen & hot tub - WOW! iewing!

Located on quiet court in an enclave of new homes, this
spectacular brand new appx. 2300 sq. ft. bungalow w/
luxurious finishes Plus finished basement is just minutes

to the local town amenities!! Kids walk to school, lot backs
onto forest & the house is just stunning! Quality construc-
tion / high end finishes throughout — a must see property!!!!

Don’t miss this amazing 10 acre property in Sharon! Gorgeous
& ultra spacious 4 bedroom home PLUS self contained basement
apartment PLUS approx. 2300 sq. ft. separate heated 4 bay
workshop w/high ceilings PLUS 2 Stall Horse Barn!!! Qutstanding
renovations - H-U-G-E Gourmet Chef’s kitchen, Stunning Master
Ensuite, awesome great room ++ More! Call Anita today.

905.898.121

anitakotsovos@gmail.com

Realtron Realty Inc.,

Brokerage

416.520.3651 o
220.
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What began as a utilitarian space

for personal sanitation has, in modern
times, transformed into one of

the most coveted rooms in the house.
Bathrooms have become a place

to relax and unwind, and new
bathrooms are on the tops of

many homeowners’ wishlists.

Wish lists can include everything from

luxurious soaking tubs to rainfall shower-
heads to chaise lounges to televisions or home
entertainment systems contained in the space.
Those contemplating their own bathroom
renovations may draw inspiration from the
following features.

B athrooms can be as lavish as budgets allow.

HOT WATER RECIRCULATION SYSTEM
Few things can be as disappointing as desiring
a hot bath or shower only to find that the hot

water tank has been drained. The home remod-
eling company Normandy Remodeling says that
water recirculation systems provide on-demand
hot water. In such systems, hot water may contin-
uously run through the pipes or there may be a
pump underneath a sink. Either way, one needn’t
wait for the water to warm up any longer.

DOUBLE UNDERMOUNT SINKS

Bathroom time is at a premium, especially when
people must prepare and leave the house together.
Rather than jockeying for position around a sin-
gle sink, dual sinks enable more breathing room
and time efficiency. Undermount sinks are easy
to clean because there is no lip around where the
sink meets the vanity, preventing the accumula-
tion of grime and gunk.

GLASS-FREE SHOWER

Soap scum and water deposits can form on show-
er doors, even for homeowners who are diligent
with cleaning. A sizable shower prevents water
spray and affords the ability to forgo glass doors
or curtains, thereby cutting down on cleaning and
making the room feel more modern.
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ESSENTIALS FOR

bathroom
jj /remodel

MULTIHEAD SHOWER

When redoing the shower, account for various
shower heads so that the water can cascade across
the body more completely. This provides a spa
experience at home.

TOUCHLESS FAUCETS AND SOAP DISPENSERS
These aren’t just for public bathrooms anymore.
Touchless faucets and dispensers are more sani-
tary and convenient.

SEPARATE TOILET ROOM

A shared bath almost necessitates this type of set-
up. The toilet is housed inside its own small space
and closed away from the rest of the bathroom. It’s
more private and convenient this way.

HEATED FLOORING
You need not worry about stepping out of a warm
shower onto a cold floor when heated flooring is
part of the equation. This option is available in
various flooring materials as well.

Remodeling a bathroom boils down to certain
coveted features that can really set a space apart.

Benefits of
freestanding tubs

FEW HOME DESIGN elements provide the instant wow
factor of freestanding tubs. Freestanding tubs have an
air of luxury that can help current homeowners relax, and
impress buyers when homes go on the market.

Freestanding tubs are typically made of cast iron
or porcelain. The home improvement website Ho-
meAdvisor notes that cast iron is durable and solid
and retains heat well, which is great for those who
want to spend more than a little time relaxing in a free-
standing tub. However, because cast iron is so heavy,
installing a cast iron tub may require structural rein-
forcement of the flooring, which will add to the overall
cost of the project.

According to HomeAdvisor, the average cost to in-
stall a tub varies widely depending on the type of tub,
the materials its made of and other factors, including
plumbing and piping. For example, the cost to install a
freestanding tub will rise considerably if new plumbing
and piping are necessary.

Before purchasing a freestanding tub, homeown-
ers should seek estimates regarding installation,
making sure to get them in writing. Contractors will
determine if structural reinforcement is necessary
and include such costs in their estimates. In addition,
make sure to ask contractors to investigate piping
and plumbing so no surprises pop up after the tub has
been purchased and work has begun.

If estimates from contractors aren’t budget busting,
homeowners can consider these benefits of freestand-
ing tubs before making their final decisions.

* CLEANING: Because they're detached from other
bathroom fixtures and not flush against the wall, free-
standing tubs tend to be easier to clean than built-in
bathtubs. Freestanding tubs are accessible from all
sides, making it easy to reach all those nooks and
crannies where grime can build up.

*RETURN ON INVESTMENT: Inits 2018 “Cost vs. Val-
ue” report, Remodeling magazine noted that upscale
bathroom remodels recouped 56.2 percent of their cost
at resale. That was a better return on investment than
an upscale kitchen remodel (53.5 percent) and an up-
scale master suite addition (48.3 percent). The thought
of a sizable return on investment can make relaxing in
a freestanding tub that much more enjoyable.

* WARMTH: Even freestanding tubs made of mate-
rials other than cast iron offer great heat retention.
Stone resin bathtubs, for example, provide excellent
insulation on cold nights. That's ideal for people who
want to unwind in the tub without having to exit early
because the water has become cold.

Freestanding tubs can transform regular bathrooms
into luxurious oases.
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Kleinburg - Exclusive Hill Top Community Hosting 12 Estates Lots. Set Within Tranquil Surroundings With Access To
Klms. Of Walking Trails Just Out The Front Door. 3 +1 Bdrm Bungalow.Spacious Main Floor Living With Field-Stone
Fireplace And Dining Rooms, Family Sized Updated Kitchen. Walkout, Finished Basement With Field-Stone Fireplace.
Amazing Heated 6 Car Garage With Hoist. Amazing Lot, Just Under Tivo Acres. Minutes To All Amenities And Kleinburg
Core.Newer Windows And Eaves, Wrap Around Pressure Treated Wood Decking. Lot Not Located In The Green Belt Or
In The Heritage District. Include All EIf’s, All Window Coverings, All Appliances, Car Hoist. Over 350 Ft. Of Frontage.

Lynda Laceby* & Cinda Brown* $ 2,489,000

14405 8th Concession, King

King City Aurora
2169 King Road 15228 Yonge St.

905-833-0033 905-841-9090
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‘This Charming Designer’s Bungalow Is The Quintessential Modern Farmhouse, Set On A Scenic Acre In The Heart Of King’s
Equestrian Community. Fully Remodelled, This Bright And Cheery Home Is An Inviting Blend Of Rustic Farmhouse Elements
And Clean Modern Finishes. Soaring 16" Vaulted Ceilings, Exposed Authentic Barn Beams, Open Concept Living, Dining
Room And Gourmet Kitchen. Luxurious Spa-Like Bathrooms, Lovely Country Views From Every Window. Bertazzoni Double
Oven/6 Burner Range, Massive 10° Island, Walk-In Pantry, Large Mudroom, 3 Frpl, Retracta-Vac, Oversized Garage, New Well
& Septic, New Driveway, Roof, Doors/Windows, Charming Workshop/Hobby Shed, Barn, Alarm System.

Lynda Laceby* & Mike Laceby* $ 2,389,000

residential ® country estates ® farms ® commercial * land

Cookstown

11 Queen Street
705-458-8600

Excellent investment property! Conveniently situated close to the newly completed 404 extension and New-
market. This idyllic country setting consists of over 46 acres on gently rolling hills offering beautiful pastoral
views with acres of private riding/walking trails. Renovated 5 bedroom farm house with outbuildings, large
principal rooms, 9” ceilings, slate and hardwood floors. Great potential for an equestrian / farm / investment
property with long (1 klm) treelined drive. Situated among century maples, towering pines with stream and

ponds offering a serene and tranquil setting. 30’ X 40’ garage, sauna and covered porches. Endless possibilities!

Jeff Laceby*** & Cinda Brown* $ 2,095,000

-

Build Your Dream Home Here. Most Of The Land Has Been Cleared, Fenced And Tiled For Drainage
Purposes. Small Forested Area On North West Side . Superb Building Sites On The Property With Stun-
ning Views. Set Of Building Plans Available For A New House. Environmental Assessment Already Done.
Rare Offering Of An Almost Square 107 Acres Of Land. Create Your Own Country Retreat. Small Stream
Running Through The Valley. Great Opportunity To Own A Large Tract Of Unspoiled Land, Do Not Walk
‘The Property Without An Appointment, Some Cattle In Fields. Peace And Quiet Abound . Good Value!

Lynda Laceby* $ 1,995,000

5750 Third Line, New Tecumseth

Rare Find In King Township. 25 Vacant Acres With A Variety Of Topography , Trees, Streams, On
Which To Build Your Dream Home. Great Location On Paved Road With Easy Access To Highway
400. Close To Aurora/Newmarket , Private Schools And An Easy Drive To The Airport This Unique
Parcel Is Looking For The Creative Buyer Who Can See The Potential And Thinks “Outside The Box™!
‘There Is No Entry To This Land From Highway 9. Book An Appointment To Walk The Property. There
Is A Mix Of Table Land And Trees

Lynda Laceby* $ 1,125,000

46 Mumberson St, Cookstown

Stunning Brand New Home Located In The Heart Of Cookstown. Enjoy A
Touch Of Elegance & Class In This Spacious 3500 Sq Ft House With Upgrades
Throughout, Including Hardwood And Tile Flooring, Large Windows, Quartz
Countertops, Soaring High Ceilings In Great Room, Pot Lights, Large Staircase
And Moulded Ceilings.

Amanda Vizziello* & Sean Black* $ 1,150,000

116 High St, Sutt

33 Lindell Rd, P

Legal Conforming 4-Plex. Mixed Use Investment Property, 1 Commercial Unit & 3 Residential Units
(Consisting Of A Bachelor Apartment,1 Bdrm Apartment And 2 Bdrm Apartment). Located In The
Sutton Core On High Street. Hydro To Units Separately Metered. 50" Of Waterfront On The Black
River. Several Recent Improvements Made 2017 & 2018 Incl: Rubberized Flat Roof Over Commercial
Unit (‘15), Furnace, Decking, Foundation (Rear Bldg), Fencing, New Dock System, Etc. Fully Tenanted.
Great Income Producing Property. Legal Conforming 4-Plex. Potential Live-Work Scenari

Cinda Brown* & Chris Bresser* $ 749,000

Cozy custom home in Pefferlaw, you can see Lake Simcoe from the door. New Kitchen W/
Granite Countertops, Formal Dining W/French Doors, Inviting Living room W/Gas F/P. Spa-
cious Master W/Semi-Ensuite. Exposed Brick, Wood Beams, Decorative Columns & Many
Built-Ins. Central Air; 2 Gas Fireplaces; Existing Fridge, Stove, B/I D/W, W & D; Garden
Shed; Water Softener (Owned); Hwt(Owned). Recent Updates Incl: Steel Roof, Gas Furnace,

Kitchen Reno, Central Air
Chris Bresser* & Cinda Brown* $539,900

Forde Crescent,

Great Starter Home With Finished Basement. Clean, Well Maintained Bungalow
With Attached Double Garage. Large Fenced Back Yard In Desirable Older Neighborhood
In King City.

Lynda Laceby*

David Nattress**

Mike.Laceby*

Stephanie Sinclair**
*Sales Representative **Broker ***Broker of Record

Pamela McIntyre**

Amanda Vizziello*  Anita Parliament*

Diana Dunlap*
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Danny Kanyo*

Jeff Laceby***

Andrea Pinska*
LACEBY REAL ESTATE LIMITED, BROKERAGE [Bm

Glenn M. Hant** Sean Black*
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Ian Hastings*

Cinda Brown*
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Continued from the cover

Rocco has sold real estate since September
1980 and specialises in selling high-end homes
and country estates in York Region. His in-depth
knowledge of the market puts him at a vantage
point from where he can observe trends. “There
is a lot of optimism regarding the real estate mar-
ket for 2020. Is it a good time to buy? Is it a good
time to sell? Entering 2020, the listing inventory
is lower than any time since the boom market of
early 2017, he explained, adding, “In 2016 and
the first quarter of 2017, we experienced an ex-
treme ‘sellers’ market” Very low inventory for
the large pool of buyers. Since May 2017, we
moved into an extreme ‘buyers’ market” with a
high inventory of homes and fewer motivated or
qualified buyers in the marketplace. The imple-
mentation of the 15 per cent Foreign Buyers tax,
combined with the Stress Test for mortgages for
home buyers (where buyers have to qualify for
mortgages at a rate two per cent higher than the

Rocco Racioppo

“Now is the time for buyers
to buy their first home or
upgrade to a larger home
as the market has already
adjusted 30-40 per cent”

lender’s posted rates) caused this market to be an
extreme buyers’ market”

Having built a reputation for getting top dollar
for his listings through specialised knowledge of
the high-end niche of the market, Rocco employs
unique marketing strategies and has sharp nego-
tiation skills. As a broker with Remax Realtron
Realty Inc., Rocco expects that prices will rise

moderately by 3-6 per cent. “We are moving to-
wards a more balanced market. Homes should
sell faster than they had between May 1, 2017
and December 31, 2019. This should encourage
home sellers. Now is the time for buyers to buy
their first home or upgrade to a larger home as
the market has already adjusted 30-40 per cent
depending on the exact neighbourhood”

Rocco’s believes York Region is a preferred des-
tination because it is close enough to Toronto and
offers a great lifestyle, especially for people who
are raising families.

Now is the right time to contact Rocco Ra-
cioppo, Broker with Remax Realtron Realty Inc.
regarding your real estate plans for the year 2020
and beyond. There is no obligation to have Rocco
evaluate your current home and to offer his sug-
gestions on the best strategies for making your
move. Contact him directly at 905-841-4787 or
send an email to rracioppo@gmail.com

REMBEX

REALTRON REALTY INC.

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED BROKERAGE

Serving Aurora, Newmarket, East Gwillimbury, King, Stouffville, Richmond Hill & Surrounding Areas

905-841-4787  www.roccoracioppo.com

List with one of Canada’s Top Producers,
ranked # 72 in Canada out of approx. 21,000 RE/MAX Agents in 2017.

|
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Homes are getting bigger, but it seems
like people are still lamenting a lack of
storage space.

National Public Radio says the average American
home has nearly tripled in size during the last 50 years.
Despite that, 10 percent of Americans still need to
rent off-site storage, according to a report in the New
York Times Magazine. Self-storage facilities are one of
the fastest-growing commercial real estate segments,
and the Self Storage Association says there are
more than 50,000 storage facilities in the U.S. alone.
The commercial real estate company CBRE, Ltd.,
says there are roughly 3,000 self-storage facilities
across Canada, and 65 to 85 percent of self-storage
tenants are residential users.

Improving storage at home can be a cost-effective
alternative to renting storage space. With these easy
tips, homeowners can maximize space immediately.

UTILIZE TRACK STORAGE SYSTEMS

Closets may be plentiful, but if not efficiently utilized,
space may still seem lacking. Track closet storage sys-
tems often make greater use of closet space than tra-
ditional shelf and hanging rod systems. Customizing
closets using track systems or other modifications can
improve utility of all closets in the house.

INVEST IN STORAGE BEDS
Storage beds typically feature cubbies or drawers within

Senior Account Executive
ZACH SHOUB
zach@auroran.com

Senior Account Executive
DOUG SHERRITT
doug@Ipcmedia.ca

Senior Account Executive
DIANE BUCHANAN
diane@auroran.com

Art Director
SARAH DIDYCZ

Published By:

LP

LONDON
PUBLISHING corp.

155;% Improve storage at home

a platform-style bed frame. It's a practical home storage
solution, and does not require any building.

THINK VERTICALLY

Maximize spaces by looking up and down for storage
possibilities. Items that are not used frequently, such as
seasonal decorations or travel suitcases, can be stored
in high spaces. Shelving on walls can go as high as nec-
essary and be put to use in awkward wall areas, such as
in corners or under eaves.

INVEST IN STORAGE BENCHES/OTTOMANS
Astopping area inside the front door replete with a storage
bench can house shoes, umbrellas, hats, backpacks, and
other items, keeping them tidy and out of sight. In living
rooms, look for chests or ottomans that are decorative and
functional. Store throw blankets or board games inside.

RECESS DRAWERS OR SHELVES

Gain more storage by recessing a chest of drawers into
what is called the “knee wall” of homes that have sloped
ceilings in attics and upstairs bedrooms. Utilize these
short walls in an efficient manner by sinking drawers or
shelves into them, without taking up floor space.

RAFTER SHELVING
While in the attic (or a garage), add hanging shelves to raf-
ters or exposed beams to create off-the-floor storage as well.

These are just a few of the handy ways to improve the
interior storage space in a home.



Copper plumbing long has been a
standard in home construction.

Anyone who has a home with copper pipes should
have an understanding of how to make repairs in the
case of a leak or if modifications need to be made.
“Sweating pipes” is one term homeowners may hear
when maintaining their pipes.

Sweating a pipe refers to soldering a pipe or the
joint. Sweating seals a new joint or mends a fault.
When sweating a pipe, it is important to do the job
correctly so that a soldered pipe can last for years
and years.

PlanItDIY, a source for how-to advice, says that
sweating pipes involves some key steps.

« Cut the pipes to the right length using a copper
tube cutter or hacksaw.

« Use a file or wire brush to remove burs and
smooth down the ends.

« Clean the end of the copper pipe with a cleaning
brush until the surface is bright all around. In ad-
dition, clean the inside of all fittings.

« Brush plumbing flux on the brushed surfaces and
assemble the joint. The how-to resource Hunker
says flux is an acidic paste applied to all of the
pieces of copper that you want to connect togeth-
er. The flux paste will draw in the solder after the
pipe is heated using a blow torch. The acid in the
flux attracts the solder into the seam between the
two copper pieces and fills the gap while creating
a semi-permanent bond between the pieces.

« To create the seal, move the flame around the
joint to heat it evenly. The copper will get shiny,
and the flux will melt. When the pipe begins to
dull and the flux sizzles and smokes, it is time to
apply solder. Touch lead-free plumbing solder to
the joint and apply more heat.

« The sweating process is finished when the solder
bubbles out of the end of the seam. Let cool and
the joint should now be water-tight.

Sweating pipes gets easier with practice. DIYers
who are nervous about plumbing projects that in-
volve sweating can be reassured there are connection
products available that are used in lieu of flux and sol-
der. These push-to-connect fittings seal joints as well.

Individuals can speak with experts at hardware
and home improvement stores to find the best
products for their needs and skill levels.

1178 WELLINGTON STREET EAST, AURORA

159 PATTERSON STREET, NEWMARKET
COMING SOON TO MLS

648 SOCIETY CRESCENT, NEWMARKET
COMING SOON TO MLS

$999,000 $879,000

184 DELAYNE DRIVE, AURORA 87 OCTOBER LANE, AURORA

15 KENNEDY STREET EAST, AURORA 317 MURRAY BOULEVARD, INNISFIL

A huge THANK YOU to our clients for another amazing year!

We are honoured to rank in the
TOP 1% of Realtors Nationally for the 5th consecutive year.

Wonder What YOUR Home is Worth?

TOGETHER TO SERVE YOU BETTER

@

LINDSAY STROM

Sales Representative

KERRI FILLIER

Operarations Manager

Sales Representative

[
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SUSIE STROM CAROLINE BAILE

Sales Representative Broker

905.836.1212 | info@KeyAdvantage.ca | www.KeyAdvantage.ca
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based on the 46 homes that sold in the month
of December of 2019. If we take a more impar-
tial view of the numbers by removing the highest and
lowest sale that happened in December the median
price was $844,225 compared to $806,500 from a
year ago. At the current rate of home purchasing de-
mand in Aurora, it could take 3.3 months to go through
the current supply of all home types for sale. There
is 37 per cent less selection available on the market
year over year making it a Seller's market. As of Jan-
uary 1st, 2020 there were 122 homes of all types for
sale. The average days it took to sell a property in
Aurora in December was 46 taking into consideration
that some properties are taken on and off the market
in a given month. Sellers typically received 98 per
cent of their asking price
Sales above $2,000,000 continue to be slower
as lending qualification guidelines have remained
stricter. In all of 2019 there were 19 sales above
$2M in Aurora which is 1 more than in 2018. In King
45 homes sold above $2,000,000, 138 in Richmond

H ome values rose by nearly 5 per cent in Aurora

Hill, 72 in Markham, 94 in Vaughan, 27 in Stouffville
and a total of 5 across Newmarket, East Gwillimbury
and Georgina combined. There was an 11.5 per
cent increase in home sales year over year while
average pricing came out marginally higher in 2019
at $906,316.

Call a REALTOR® today to discuss the value of
homes in the neighbourhood and to provide the
valuable information contained in a home Seller’s or
Buyer’s guide.

- Written by Connie Power

Connie Power Assistant Manager - Sales Representative
CNE® SRS® ABR® SRES®, for RE/MAX Hallmark York Group
Realty Ltd., Brokerage serving York region and

beyond in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA).

Empowering you in Real Estate, Call Connie today to make an
appointment to discuss your next move at (905) 726-0856.

*The statistics provided herein were obtained from the Toronto Real
Estate Board; Regional Housing Market Tables; York Region, Aurora

for December 2018, 2019 and the December Summary of Existing
Home Transactions of all home types 2018, 2019 for all TREB Areas.

**Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract.
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How to choose the right
window treatments for your home

Plantation shutters? Mini-blinds?
Cafe curtains? Formal draperies?
Homeowners’ options in regard to
window treatments for their homes
are extensive, which can make
outfitting home interiors challenging
for novice decorators.

Some people do not pay a lot of attention to win-
dow treatments, failing to realize just how great an
impact the right window treatments can have on a
space. According to the design experts at Hunter
Douglas, window treatments are often an after-
thought because residents may not consider them
necessities. As a result, homeowners may install
whatever is on hand or accept window treatments
that came with a house or apartment. But ignoring
window treatments, especially when they can fulfill
certain needs, is a missed design opportunity.

One of the first steps to choosing window treat-
ments is determining your end goal. Is privacy your
main goal? Are you seeking more natural light in a
room? Is there too much light and you need to dark-
en the room? Window treatments can serve multiple
functions, and some treatments may make better fits
depending on homeowners’ ultimate goals.

SEMI-SHEER WINDOW TREATMENTS

Semi-sheer window treatments are often fabric
and can help brighten rooms with natural light
but offer little privacy. They’re usually appropri-
ate for spaces where people gather, such as living
rooms, dens or dining rooms. Semi-sheer curtains
may be paired with another complementary win-
dow treatment so privacy can be customized as
needed. For example, sheer curtains let light into
a bedroom, but shades can be drawn at night.

MAXIMUM PRIVACY

Bedrooms, work spaces or bathrooms can
benefit from extra privacy. While some people
may think that privacy comes at the cost of light,
that’s not always the case.

Functional curtain panels can be drawn closed
when privacy is desired and then opened to let in
light. The thickness of the fabric will also dictate
the amount of privacy the panels create.

Tiers are hung on a short rod-pocket panel and
usually cover the lower one-third of a window.
They’re popular choices to let light in from the
top, but obscure views from the bottom portion
of the window.

Cellular shades are another option that provide
privacy but still let light in. Cellular shades come
in hard and fabric varieties and their use depends
on the room. Many cellular shades are construct-
ed with a honeycomb design, offers the design
resource Houzz, so they can insulate as well as
decorate windows.

BLACKOUT SHADES/SHUTTERS

Perfect for rooms where babies nap, shift
workers rest during daylight hours or external
lights, such as that from a street lamp, need to be
blocked out, blackout shades do just what their
name implies. A dense fabric lining helps keep
light out entirely.

Shutters also can block out light but add to
the character of the room. They can be painted
a bright color to make a statement or match wall
colors to blend in seamlessly.

When selecting window treatments, shoppers can
choose retail options or custom treatments. Many
designers recommend custom window treatments
because they are measured, manufacturered and
installed specifically for homeowners windows.
However, there are many DIY options available at
budget-friendly retailers.
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Leading Luxury Specialists

Gorgeous 4 + 2 bed and 4 bathroom
home located on a private 4.5 acre lot!
Sandra Scherre 416-684-8000

Beautiful Semi-Detached Home With Stone &
Brick Exterior, Located In Vellore Village Community!
3 Spacious Bedrooms And 3 Bathrooms!
Manuela Palermo 416-802-1066

Spectacular 3 Bed, 4 bath Bright Semi-Detached
Corner Lot in the Heart of Vaughan!
Katherine Klaric 647 984 4141

Located in a sought after neighbourhood, minutes
from major commuter routes and all amenities
Sandra Scherre 416-684-8000

Beautiful one year old townhome offering 3
bed/3wash close to everything Arthur has to offer!
Sandra Scherre 416-684-8000

Timeless, luxurious condos designed to be a
modern classic located at Jane and Rutherford!
Sylvia Smith 647 622 7869

Fully upgraded 1 bedroom unit in North Richmond Hill.

Close to all transportation and amenities. Perfect for
first timers, empty nesters and investors.
Michael Maniaci 416-896-4663

3 Bedroom Family Home within walking distance to
schools, shopping, parks and downtown!
Katherine Klaric 647-984-4141

Boutique Condos in Maple Located at Keele and
Rutherford Just Steps from the Go Station
Sylvia Smith 647- 622-7869

Great Investment Opportunity
Starting From The Low 300S
Katherine Klaric 647-984-4141

Manuela, Palermo
Broker, Owner
416-802-1066

Katherine Kanic
Sales Representative
647-984-4141

Ry e

Mickael Mariaci
Sales Representative
416-896-4663

Sales RepreSentative
416-839-3054

Alessandro De Simone
Sales Representative
416-799-8000

Anna B )
Sales Representative
416-562-4588

SaleS Representative
647-622-7869

Sales Representative
416-684-8000

1700 King Road, Unit 22, King City 905-539-9511 info@foresthillelite.com | www.foresthillelite.com f @
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Rocco Racioppo

.
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Hot Off The Press! $1,538,000 Approx. 2 yr Old. Modern
Open Concept Home 3,500 sq ft, Walkout, Basement Backing
Onto Ravine, Loaded With Exira Upgrades. Call Roco Today

Muskoka Style Backyard $1,850,000
Totally Renovated Home From Top To Bottom,
3 Car Garage

650 Stouffville Rd. Sold For 2.4 Million Within
2 Weeks! Call For A Free Market Evaluation.

725 Quantra Cres. Sold For $1,360,000
Call For A Free Market Evaluation.

REMBX

REALTRON REALTY INC.

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED BROKERAGE

Serving Aurora, Newmarket, East Gwillimbury, King, Stouffville, Richmond Hill & Surrounding Areas

905-841-4787 * www.roccoracioppo.com

List with one of Canada’s Top Producers,
ranked # 72 in Canada out of approx. 21,000 RE/MAX Agents in 2017.

Prestigious Trail Of The Woods! 7,500 Sq Ft
Of Luxury On 1.25 Acres
Builders Own Home $ 2,750,000

Modern Bungalow! $1,548,000 Situated
On Quiet Court On Approx.13.5 Acres, Oversized Garage,
Finished Walkout Basement

5 Spruce Tree Lane Listed & Sold By Rocco
For $1,800,000 Call For A Free Market Evaluation.

105 Pleasant View Dr. $1,250,000.
Call For A Free Market Evaluation.

In Town Paradise! Over 5,000 Sq Ft
Custom 2 Storey Home With
Amazing Backyard Oasis! $2,200,000

Hot Exclusive Listing! $1,498,000 South Aurora Location.
Totally Renovated Bungalow, Top To Bottom With Finished
Walkout Basement. Open Kitchen/Family room.

1043 Nellie Little Cres. Sold For Highest Sale Price
On Street Since 2017. Call For A Free Market Evaluation.

122 Roxborugh Rd. Sold For $1,180,000.
Call For A Free Market Evaluation.

Premium Lot, Demand Location!
Thousands In Extras & Upgrades

You’ll Love The Backyard! $1,238,000
Inground Salt Water Pool. Renovated 2 Storey Home With
Potential For In-Law Apartment.

1057 Vice Regent PI. Sold For Effective Price Of $1,302,500.
Call Today For A Free Market Evaluation.

113 Aubrey Court Sold Within One Week For $1,050,000.
Call For A Free Market Evaluation.

Call for a FREE Market Evaluation! 905-841-4787

You Get The “Right Results” With Rocco.
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Ask Big Tuna, The Renovatlng Realtor o
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By Juiien Laurion
The Big Tuna of Real Estate

Dear Julien, | may have to relocate
for my work and if | do, | cannot
afford to keep my property here in
Aurora and another in the new city.
This makes me kind of nervous
because if | have to list my property it
will not be in one of the ‘hot’ markets.
Could you provide some insight?
Thank you in advance,

Cookie Monster

Cookie Monster, are congratulations in order?
I hope that this potential relocation is something
you are looking forward to!

Yes, that is true, while listing your home in
January, February or March may not be the ‘hot’
time to buy and sell in cold climates, such as Aurora,
I would not be discouraged. Historically, and
logically, sellers prefer to list their homes during
the peak market time. For example the spring and
fall months. However, the market right now is quite
different than in the past. The demand for afford-
able homes is HIGH! Supply is dwindling all around
the GTA and in turn, this is driving home prices
up. Compared to 2018 the amount of properties
that were listed at this time is down by 18%. It was a
buyer’s market last year where supply exceeded
demand and we are now seeing a trend towards a

seller's market once again.

Properties that are priced right, well maintained
and are located in good neighbourhoods are selling
at strong prices regardless of when the home is list-
ed. Comparing December 2018 to 2019, the aver-
age home sale price grew by 11.9% and there were
17.4% more homes sold. These numbers should be
encouraging to you! While life does not always line
up perfectly to market trends, if you have to list in the
calmer time of the year, given the current trends, you
will get top dollar for your home.

If you need to sell, give me a call and we can
discuss all the options. You will have a lot of things
you will need to worry about with relocating and
you should work with a Realtor who can take the
stress out of selling your home. Let me do that
heavy lifting! Good luck.

g,
o

Who is Big Tuna,
The Renovating Realtor?

Julien Laurion AKA Big Tuna, is a local

Real Estate Sale Representative with RE/MAX
Hallmark York Group Realty in Aurora.

| am a real estate agent who has expertise in both
Real Estate and Renovations and have been
involved in this community for over 20 years.

If you have a question for my monthly article or

if you are considering buying, selling or leasing a
home please feel free to call or email me directly
at (416) 402-5530 or julien@bigtuna.ca or by
alternatively visiting my website www.bigtuna.ca
or Facebook page @bigtunarealty

cost homeowners more money.

Did you Know?.

According to the home improvement resource HomeAdvisor, adding square footage
to a home can cost homeowners anywhere from $7,000 to $100,000.

When adding square footage to a home, homeowners may need to knock down an interior wall or walls, the cost of which can vary widely
depending on the walls being knocked down. Load-bearing walls are needed to support the home, and while such walls can be removed,
homeowners may need to hire structural engineers at additional cost to orchestrate such removals. In addition, homeowners can expect to pay
more when knocking down walls that contain ducts or electrical wiring. It also can be costly for homeowners whose homes are old to knock down
walls. HomeAdvisor notes that the wall-removal process in old homes that contain lead paint or lath-and-plaster walls is more intricate and may

Sulianne

Boileauw

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

REMBX \0Z

R EJ’HAI
HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD.  HALL o= FAME

JULIANNEBOILEAU@HOTMAIL.COM

DIRECT: 416-418-6683
OFFICE: 905-727-1941

TIME2BUY-SELL.COM

GONDO, DESIGNEH 2 BEDROI)M 2 BATHROOM VAUGHAN
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GREAT SAVINGS AVAILABLE N\

at Aurora Home Hardware

[@ @ CLASSIC BRANDS VANITIES 4R
NEW

BRAND NEW COLOUR

JAVA

CLASSIC BRANDS ALSO
HAS A WIDE SELECTION
OF QUARTZ VANITY TOPS
& MIRRORS.

24 10 727 sizes available

BUYgNOW|
ANDISAVE

Come and see a0
the difference  CLASSIC BRANDS HANDLES & KNOBS INCLUDED

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How.
289 Wellington St. E, Aurora

building cent 005-727-4751
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We saw a house on MLS®
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for sale but it's above the
amount we are pre-qualified for,
should we still go see it?

Sellers to actually sell their home. When work-

ing with a set approved and preferred budget
from clients REALTORS® may expand the search
to include a selection of homes slightly above the
target budget. The reason is often because a home
may be priced a little higher than the market de-
mand to try the higher price first before the home
is priced at market value. Even if Buyers don't end
up viewing any homes above their budget, seeing
what’s available brings a level of consciousness to
the current inventory of homes and in the event of
a price reduction Buyers would likely take swifter
action to see those homes.

Prior to any offers being made a REALTOR®
would provide a comparative market analysis and
share broader statistics and features and bene-
fits regarding the location of the home as well as
drawbacks. Further investigation of the home it-
self, including upgrades, improvements, features
and size along with neighbourhood home analysis
will help Buyers agents’ share whether the home
appears to be priced below market value, at mar-
ket value or above market value.

The answer depends on the motivation of the

If there is a conclusion that the home is priced
above market value a REALTOR® may be able to
successfully negotiate the price lower to within
their Buyers approved budget. The benefit would
be that the Sellers may agree to the sale knowing
fully well that the selling price was a little high
based on similar market assessments.

Like the old saying goes, “you can't get what
you don’t ask for” Negotiation is not about wast-
ing anybody’s time but rather that all parties come
to a mutually agreed upon outcome and commu-
nicate together on the path towards a successful
transaction. Call an Accredited Buyer’s Specialist
(ABR®) today to create a comprehensive, cus-
tom Buyer’s Action Plan for 2020 today.

- Written by Connie Power

Connie Power Assistant Manager, Sales Representative
CNE® SRS® ABR® SRES® for RE/MAX Hallmark

York Group Realty Ltd., Brokerage serving York region and
beyond in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA).

Empowering you in Real Estate, Call Connie today to make an
appointment to discuss your next move at (905) 726-0856.

**Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract.

Aurora’s Best Value! Great Rm
With Cathedral Ceiling Open
To Kitchen. Fin W/O Bsmt Has
Rec/Games Rm With Full Wet
Bar, 2 Bdrms, 2 Full Baths,
Plus Sep Ent From Grg &

R/In For Additional Kitchen &
Laundry. Stunning Yard -

Pool, Patio, Deck Off Kitchen,
Cabana With Walk-Up Bar,
Shed, Extensive Landscaping!

$1,495,000

Stunning Builder’'s Own Cus-
tom Bungaloft On Quiet Court!
4650sf Plus Fully Fin W/O
Bsmt! Soaring Cathedral Ceil.
In Great Rm, Open To Chef’s
Kit W/Top-Of-Line Appl. Mn FIr
Master W/His'n’her Walk-In's,
6 Pc Ens W/Sunken Jacuzzi
Tub! 3 Bdrms Up - All With
Ensuites! Bsmt Has Open Rec
Rm, Kitchen, & More!

$2,395,000

Y2 ACRE RAVINE LOT - AURORA

Custom-Built! Stunning 1/2
Acre Ravine Lot - Total Privacy!
Incredible Backyard Oasis
With Unique Lagoon-Style
Pool, Water Fall, Bridge! Miles
Of Walking/Biking Trails In The
Area. Home Measures Approx.
3900Sf + Fully Finished Walk-Out
Bsmt With Lrg Games/Rec
Rm, Oak Wet Bar, Hobby Rm!
Multiple Fireplaces!

$1,949,999

Not intended to solicit clients currently under contract. All Listings MLS® unless otherwise noted. Trademarks MLS®, REALTOR®, REALTORS® owned and controlled by the Canadian Real Estate Association.

HILLS OF ST. ANDREW’S - AURORA

Stunning Curb Appeal At The
End Of A Cul-De-Sac On Ma-
tured & Private 1/2 Acre Lot W/
Pond & Wir Fall. Over 4100sf.
Beautiful Gourmet Kitchen With
W/O To Upper Deck & Gazebo.
Master Has Stunning 7 Pc
Ensuite. Fin Bsmt Offers Lrg
Rec Rm, Kitchenette, 5th
Bdrm, Exercise Rm. Close to
Private Schools, Trails, Parks!

$2,289,000

SUSAN COWEN

'\.J\J\.J\.

C OWEN

Happy 2020!

Wishing you all the best
in the new year!
D) &)
Experience Pays! Call us today.

Direct: 905-727-1961 | info@susancowen.com
www.SusanCowen.com

ANDREW COWEN

RE/MAX

HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD.
............................. | RAISING THE BAR
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RE/MAX KING LUXURY LIVING
TRENDSW- By ar Sell with

Re/Max Hallmark Trends Group Realty

Ané Pronio

RE/MAX HALLMARK TRENDS GROUP REALTY . Broker of Record
Brokerage, Independently Owned and Operated Q/m W U C. 416.528.0330
ana@trendsrealtyinc.com

This Unique & Renovated, King Heights Bungalow Sits On A Pri- Y ETRR This Fandor Built Executive Home In The Prestigious Nobleton Grand Community Sits
vate Half Acre Lot And Offers A Functional Layout, Natural light, = ¥ Plow On A Premium 82x202 Ft Lot Surrounded By Multi-Million Dollar Estates Homes!

=

3+1 Spacious Bedrooms & Master Ensuite Bath, B/I Bookcase In - £ __""’:" s o I e It Boasts Gleaming Chandeliers & Coffered Ceiling. Luxurious Kitchen, Servery & Wine Cooler Thermador Appliances &
Office, Kitchen Granite Countertops, Mudroom With Laundry, i < 5 = = 6 Burner Range, Breakfast Area With Fireplace, Walkout To Covered Loggia. 2 Storey Family Room With Double Sided
Crown Molding, Wainscotting, Finished Spacious Basement, - - Fireplace. 10 Ft Main Floor, Grand Foyer & Luxury Finishes. Hunter Douglas Blinds & Custom Drapery, 7 Hand scraped
Inground Pool, Deck, Landscaping & Private Front Yard. Contact Hardwood & 8" Trim. Grand Master With Luxurious Spa Like En-Suite. Spacious Bedrooms With En-Suite Baths. Pool Size
Maria Ongaro, Broker or Jasmine Smith, Sales Representative. |8 ¥ Lot & 3 Car Garage. Security System & Cameras. Water Softener With Reverse Osmosis.

Leading Brand Awareness & Global Presence
e ax International Referral Partners
[ | 100,000 Agents - 7,000 Offices Worldwide

Your Listing Viewed In Over 100 Countries - 6 Continents - 40 Languages - Countries Currency

R F/ﬂ,
Ay

s
30 Dennison Street, King City

480 Warren Road, King City

Ranch Style Bungalow On A One Of A Kind 1/2 Acre Ravine
Lot In Sought After Springhill Gardens. Surrounded By
Multi-Million $ Mansions. Approx. 5000 Sqft Of Living Space,
Built-In S/S Appliances, Hardwood Floors, Finished W/0
Basement, 3 Car Garage, 3 Season Sunroom &Inground Pool.
Close To Public/Private Schools, Exclusive Country Clubs,
Equestrian Facilities, Trails, Museum, Fine Dining, Transpor-
tation And Amenities. Contact Maria Ongaro, Broker or
Jasmine Smith, Sales Representative

Magnificent family home with over 5300 sq.ft. of living
space and a chalet feeling right in the heart of King City!!!
Take in the soaing cathedral ceiling and floor to ceiling
stone gas fireplace, hand scraped hardwood & travertine
floors, gourmet kitchen with breakfast bar, granite
counters, pantry and stainless steel appliances. Custom
built to perfection, this home features a home office
with separate entrance, a spacious main floor master
bedroom with walk out to cozy deck overlooking the yard
and salt water pool. Love to entertain? The basement is
quite the party hub with a walkout to yard and pool, large
recreation room, bar, home gym and nannies quarters!!
Call Ana Pronio, Broker of Record for your private tour!!

WHAT’S YOUR HOME WORTH?

905-833-0111

www.trendsrealtyinc.com

Call us for a complimentary
Market Value Assessment
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