
JUST LISTED IN AURORA!

Wonderful spacious family home in a perfect neighbourhood 
w/parks, schools, transit & ravine/conservation area 
almost beside the house!  Lovely open concept design, 
ample foyer & lovely neutral decor! Sunny south facing 
fenced yard & newer deck w/glass inserts! Huge master 
suite w/ lovely 4 pc. ensuite bath & large walk in closet! 

$1,159,000

CALLING ALL INVESTORS – RARE 5 PLEX!!

Opportunity knocks!  5 completely self contained apartments 
on a huge oversized 90 x 140 foot lot with plenty of parking 
in prime Newmarket!  Each unit has separate meters for 
electricity & house has 1 meter for water.  Walk to Fairy Lake, 
Main Street Shops & restaurants!  Transit also available.  
Minutes to Yonge Street shopping & Upper Canada Mall.

$1,100,000

HUGE PIE SHAPED LOT & IN-LAW APT!.

Gorgeous home & property in Newmarket, Incredible HUGE 
fenced pie shaped lot!!  $$$ Thousands spent in upgrades 
& fi ne fi nishes T/out!  Custom high end hardwood fl oors, 
3200 sq. ft ++ fabulous fi n. bsmt w/in-law apt. & custom 
fi replace!   California shutters, stunning baths w/granite, 
awesome fam. size kitchen w/granite & s/s appl’s!  

$1,298,000

LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT

TITAN
AWARD

CHAIRMAN’S
AWARD

PLATINUM 
AWARD

HALL OF 
FAME

Realtron Realty Inc., 
Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operatedt:905.898.1211   c:416.520.3651
akotsovos@trebnet.com

www.AnitaKotsovos.com

Over 30 years of award-winning 
real estate experience!

ANITA KOTSOVOS
R E A L  E S TAT E  S A L E S  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E

www.DPScountertops.ca

Showroom: 
16650 Jane Street, King 

905-503-2222

StoneS from all 
over the world

DPS
g r a n i t e  .  q u a r t z  .  p o r c e l a i n

countertops.ca

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

239 Main St., Schomberg 
155 Edward St., Aurora

SUMMER MARKET 
IS HEATING UP...

CALL TODAY!

Ltd., Brokerage

416-706-0419
HORIZONREALTY.CA

Service that MOVES You! 
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Laceby Real Estate  
Brokerage is pleased to 
welcome their newest  
Sales Representative, 
Ian Hastings to the team. 
Bringing nearly 5 years of 
experience selling real estate 
across the GTA, Ian brings 
a fresh perspective and 
passion that goes a long  
way for his clients. 

Continuted on page 4

King  
Township’s 
Laceby 
Real Estate 
Continues 
To Grow
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Photo spreads in home design maga-
zines can be awe-inspiring. Quite often 
homeowners wish they could lift the 
looks right off the pages of magazines 
and transform their own homes into 
picture-perfect retreats. 

It takes an eye for design to pull a room together 
— even with inspiration — and make it both func-
tional and attractive. While hiring an interior de-
signer is one way to go, homeowners can use some 
of the tricks and techniques the designers employ 
to do a remarkably good job of improving the inte-
riors of their homes without such help.

Embrace texture
The colourss used in a home can add impact, 

but designers often utilize various textures to cre-
ate aesthetic appeal. A single colours scheme can 
be enhanced by various fabrics. Consider a leather 
sofa made more cozy with chenille pillows next to 
a rustic side table. Figure out ways to incorporate 
a few different textures to add depth to the room.

Be careful with colours
Many high-end homes showcase neutral shades 

that are enhanced by pops of colours. If you like a 
rich, royal purple, leave room for other colourss as 
well. Add touches of purple in vases, throw pillows 
and other accessories.

Also, many designers work in shades of three for 
room colourss. There may be one main colours for 
walls, another colours for larger accents, such as 
couches and chairs, and then a third colours that 
pops in accessories such as flowers, pillows and col-
lectibles. These can be any colourss, but the most 
muted tends to be the more abundant shade.

 
Add a bit of bling

Glittery items and metallics can add a touch of 
luxury feel to any space. A shiny table lamp, mir-
rors, a sparkling chandelier, and the like are easy 
ways to produce a high-end feel. Reflective surfaces 
also will cast light around the room, giving the illu-
sion of a larger space.

Choose a big statement piece
Many homeowners make the mistake of fill-

ing a room with several small pieces of furniture 
that only contribute to clutter. Instead, look for a 
statement piece, which can be a cabinet, armoire or 
chaise. Mix and match large and small elements for 
a sense of balance.

Accessorize
Finish the room with accessories and flowers. 

When placing and hanging knickknacks and wall 
art, odd-numbered groupings often look the most 
cohesive and interesting. Experiment with different 
scales and heights for even more dimension.

When inspiration hits, take some cues from in-
terior design pros to make spaces look like they 
belong on the pages of your favourite magazines.

Hottest month in temperatures in Aurora in 
years and the real estate market kicked up 
as well from 80 sales of all home types last 

year to 55% more action this year with 124 sales.  
In terms of affordability those selling detached 

homes accepted offers as low as $685,000 to as 
high as $2,470,000.  The least amount of action was 
taken from Buyers spending over two million dollars 
and only three detached homes sold in this price 
range.  While there’s been talk about the possibility 
of lending guidelines easing up to help Buyer’s with 
affording their next move consulting more than one 
lender may be the wise choice as offerings vary be-
tween the banks and the mortgage brokers.  

Townhome sellers accepted pricing in the range 
of $635,000 - $890,000 while semi-detached home 
owners accepted between $660,000 - $890,000 for 
their homes.  There were thirty total sales between 
condo apartments at sold pricing ranging from 
$415,000 - $790,000 and condo townhomes gain-

ing between $350,000 - $1,250,000.  
At the time of publishing the complete market report 

had not been published yet it’s great to see that while 
asking prices have decreased year over year the proof 
is Buyers make purchases twelve months of the year 
in fact sales are 23 per cent better than in June. 

Planning to make a move in or out of Aurora call 
a REALTOR® today to discuss the details on how 
to start the process. 

– Written by Connie Power 

Connie Power is an Assistant Manager/ Real Estate  
Sales Representative CNE® SRS® ABR® SRES® for RE/MAX Hall-

mark York Group Realty Ltd.,  Brokerage serving York region  
and beyond in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA). 

Empowering you in Real Estate, Call Connie today to make an 
appointment to discuss your next move at (905) 726-0856.

*The statistics provided herein were obtained from the Toronto Real 
Estate Board; Regional Housing Market Tables; York Region, Aurora 
for June of 2018, 2019 and the Summary of Existing Home Transactions 

of all home types, June 2018, 2019 for all TREB Areas.

Real Estate Market Update – Aurora

Active Summer 
Buyers Commit

Secrets to making  
your home look like you 
hired a design pro

Homeowners are increasingly realizing the benefits of 
improving the exteriors of their home, which can be just 
as valuable as improving the interior spaces. As individ-
uals design picturesque garden beds and cultivate lavish 
lawns or revamp exteriors with architectural features, they 
probably want to spotlight these improvements. This is 
where exterior lighting can be put to great use.

Exterior illumination can cast a glow on various features, 
but there are many other reasons to increase lighting 
around the exterior of a home.

• Safety: Trips and falls can occur at night when trying to 
traverse walkways and landscapes in the dark, as it can be 
difficult to see rocks, stairs and uneven pavement. Outdoor 
lighting can illuminate pathways, entryways and other areas 
for safer access for homeowners and their guests.

• Extend outdoor entertaining: Ample lighting 
can increase the amount of time one can use outdoor 
spaces and make them the perfect gathering spot. As 
autumn arrives, days become shorter. However, patios, 
porches and more can get extended use with lighting.

• Safeguard security: A well-lit home may be less 
likely to be targeted by burglars than one swathed in dark-
ness and shadows. Lights can remain on all evening or be 
motion-triggered. Setting lights on timers also ensures that 
the home is illuminated whether residents are home or not.

• Create drama: Landscape lighting designers can  
establish focal points around the landscape and  
highlight the best features of a property. Uplighting in 
trees, silhouetting techniques to showcase plants and 
spotlights to show off architectural features are all options 
for homeowners to consider.

• Add value: The experts at Parker Homescape, a 
landscape design service, say that exterior lighting can 
add roughly 30 percent to the value of a home. They also 
indicate that 50 percent of all home buyers say that out-
door lighting is important when buying a home. If current 
residents are thinking about selling, now may be the time 
to invest in exterior lighting.

Improving a home’s exterior may be as simple as adding 
more lighting to improve functionality and beauty.

Why homeowners 
should add more  
exterior light to  
their properties 
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78 Western Ave, Schomberg

Rare Find! This Beautiful 2500 Sq Ft Custom Designed Executive Home And Its Unique 
Layout Maximizes The Spectacular Rural Scenery And Sunsets From Its 0.64 Acres . Located 
On The Most Desired Street In The Historic Village Of Schomberg. A Family Home On An 
Amazing Lot. Natural Sunlight Abounds From Several Walkouts & Large Windows Of This 
Backsplit. Walk To Main St., Parks/Playgrounds In This Unique Village Setting With Easy 
Access To Urban Amenities. Filled With Upgrades. 
Lynda Laceby* & Amanda Vizziello*         $ 1,268,000

6480 Lloydtown-Aurora Road, King

Lovely Raised Bungalow With Spectacular Vistas From Every Window. Wonderful Home With In Ground 
Pool Set Privately Behind The House. Many Walkouts To Decks And Patios. Stunning New Kitchen With 
Granite Counters, Centre Island And Large Breakfast Area That Walks Out To Deck That Overlooks  
The Pool Area. Family Room With Vaulted Ceilings And Floor To Ceiling Stone Fireplace. Large , Private 
2.49 Acres With Views Over Neighbours Large Pond.No Need For A Cottage With This Property. Great 
Entertaining Areas, Inside And Out With A Convenient Large 2 Car Garage With Entry To Lower Level 
Mud Room. Finished Lower Level ,Rec Room, Exercise Room ,Laundry Room,4th Bdrm ,3Pc Bath.
Lynda Laceby* & Cinda Brown*          $ 1,548,000

17422 Bathurst St, King

Picturesque Farm Fronting On 2 Roads (Highway 9 & Bathurst St). 16.42 Acres Situated 
Directly Across From Existing Residential Development. Century (No Status) Home On 
Beautiful Mature Treed Acreage Some Reno’s Completed. Lovely Patio & Perennial Gardens. 
Minutes To All Amenities Of Newmarket, Aurora And King As Well As 400 Series Highways. 
Extensive Treed Drive Leads To Renovated Bank Barn And 36,000 Sq.Ft. 3-Storey Barn With 
Equipment Shed. Viewings By Appointment Only

Jeff Laceby*** & Cinda Brown*           $ 6,499,000

6 Houdini Way, Aurora

Amazing 2.5 Acre Property With Stunning Views In The Heart Of Aurora On Cul-De-Sac. 
Steven Mccasey Designed Home. 5+2 Bedrooms. Featuring: Self Contained 2 Bedroom Wing 
On Main Level With 5 Pc En-Suite. Renovated Kitchen & Baths. Lower Level Features: Great 
Rm, Study W/Walk-Out, Screening Rm, Den, & Storage.L. 20’X44’ Inground Pool. 30’X10’ 
Covered Patio O/L Pool. Perennial Gardens, Mature Trees &Total Privacy. 6 W/O, 5 Frpls/
Soaring Ceilings.2 Hi Eff Furn (2016) & 2 A/C’s (2017), Pool Heater (2012). 3 Gar Dr Opnrs. 

Andrea Pinska* & Lynda Laceby*           $ 2,949,000

60 Dale Crescent, Bradford

A Show Piece Residence! 4+1 Bdrm, 5 Bthrm Bungaloft Situated On A 1.30 Acre Lot, Backing Onto Protect-
ed Green Space & In An Executive Enclave. 6700 Sq.Ft Of Pristine Living Space W/Lrg Principal & Formal 
Rooms All W/Unique & Elegant Vaulted Coffered Ceilings & Hardwood Flooring. Open Concept Kitchen W/
Imported Granite, Center Island & Breakfast Area W/Panoramic Views Of New Professionally Finished Lower 
Level W/5th Bdrm, 3Pc Bath, Quality Laminate Floors & 2 Cold Rms. Outdoor Pot Lights. 3 Gas Fireplaces. 
S.S Kitchen Appliances. Front Loading Washer/Dryer. Garage Dr Opener W/Remotes. Central Vac. Hwt (R)

Stephanie Sinclair**         

12570 Concession 10, Nobleton

Opportunity Awaits To Own A Custom-Built, 3 Bedroom Bungalow On A 2.4 Acre 
Lot. This Well-Kept Home Has Hardwood Floors Throughout, Cathedral Ceilings 
& Several Walk-Outs. Private Backyard Oasis, Backing Onto Conservation, Beautiful 
Landscape & Gardens. Enjoy Serenity & Picturesque Views All Around. A Must See 
Home!Large Double-Car Garage/Workshop With 200 Amp Service. 

Lynda Laceby* & Amanda Vizziello*

SOLD SOLD

REALTOR

5626 Third Line, New Tecumseth

Superb Working Farm With Updated Century Farm House, New 2 Car Separate 
Garage With Loft, Several New Outbuildings Including A 140 X 70 Foot Barn, 
40 X 70 Foot Equipment Shed, 50 X 140 Foot Britespan Building.Covered Ma-
nure Facility. Drilled Well. 80 Kw New Generator. Updated Electrical System. 
Driveway To Be Paved. Updated Kitchen And Bathrooms .

Lynda Laceby* & Jeff Laceby***           $ 3,695,000

8465 Nineteenth Sideroad, King

Unique Custom Built Contemporary Home At The End Of A Winding Paved Driveway Through  
A Beautiful Hardwood Forest. This 18 Acre Property Offers Privacy, Tranquility And Peace Yet Is  
30 Minutes To Pearson Airport And Minutes To The Amenities Of Schomberg, And Private 
Schools In King. Soaring Ceilings, Skylights, Stunning Views From All Windows. Upper Loft 
Overlooks Main Level. Heated And Cooled With Efficient Geothermal, Passive Solar System. 
Wonderful Entertainment Area With Walk Out To Expansive Patios Surrounded By Gardens.

Lynda Laceby* & Cinda Brown*          $ 2,395,000

180 Hedge Road, Georgina

Cherished 4-Season Cottage/Home, Rich In History & Lovingly Maintained. 6 Bdrm, 3 Bthrm 
Traditional Property With Knotty Pine Walls And Floors Create A Cozy Feel With Rustic 
Charm. Oversized Windows. Nestled Between Natural Outcroppings, Lush Landscaping And 
Unobstructed Shoreline On Lake Simcoe. A Vast Decking System Leads One Gently To The 
Water’s Edge Of A Mix Of Rock Shelf Shoreline & Sandy Beach. Breathtaking Sunsets And 
Views Of Lake Simcoe.Year Round Access.Conveniently Situated Close To All Desirable Ameni-
ties-Shopping, Dining, Golf (Briar’s Resort) & More. 

Mike Laceby* & Cinda Brown*           $ 1,775,000
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OUR #1 GOAL IS SATISFIED CLIENTS – CALL US TODAY FOR RESULTS

RUSTIC RETREAT IN
WASAGA BEACH

VACATION RENTAL

AVAILABLE LABOUR DAY WEEKEND 

•   Steps to Beach 2 & Park Short
Walk to Beach 1 Boardwalk

• Spacious 4 Bedroom Cottage, Sleeps 10
•  Call for Monthly, Weekly or 

Weekend Rentals
• Available from May to October

14924 YONGE STREET, AURORA
$389,000

• Fantastic Condo on Yonge Street
• Prestigious Highlands Golf Course Area
• Immaculate 1 Bedroom, 1 Bathroom
• Freshly Painted 
• New Flooring
• Excellent Facilities
• Walk to Shops & Restaurants

West Realty Inc., Brokerage
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

Susan, Dave & 
Stephanie Zacchigna 
Sales Representatives

Tel: 416-399-1050 Direct
       905-857-7653 Bolton
       905-607-2000 Kleinburg

www.TeamGTA.com

@Zacchigna Team GTA

OUR #1 GOAL IS SATISFIED CLIENTS – CALL US TODAY FOR RESULTS
THE ZACCHIGNA TEAM NOW INCLUDES:

No Job Too Small!

416-859-1050
Nobleton, Ontario

HandyAndyz.ca
HandyAndyz@outlook.com

Carolyn Tuer
519-703-care (2273)

MISSISSAUGA

SOLD

KESWICK

SOLD

Having previously been a part of one of the top 
producing teams in Canada, his core markets in-
clude Downtown Toronto and York Region. While 
growing up in Newmarket, Ian established a strong 
understanding of the market and has watched it 
evolve over time to become one of the most de-
sirable areas for buyers and investors. Likewise, 
having previously lived in Toronto for the better 

part of 10 years, he has helped his clients navigate 
a fast-paced market dealing in both residential and 
condo re-sale. 

With his focus now primarily based in York 
Region and surrounding area, Ian joined Laceby 
because of their core values. Laceby Real Estate 
is a brokerage that prides itself on its community 
involvement, and the longevity of the brokerage 
stands as a testament to that commitment. With 
over 40 years of combined experience in the real 
estate industry, the Laceby family established a 
strong footing in York Region and have inde-
pendently owned and operated their firm since 
2002. Laceby brings a sense of family that reso-
nates beyond business and the transactional sale 
or purchase of a property. Ultimately, it was the 
commitment of service to the client which reso-
nated most with Ian, as he believes that strong re-
lationships are an important part of this business. 

Ian’s approach with his clients is to guide them 
through the sales process, providing insight and 

guidance on value-add opportunities in order to 
achieve better net results. His goal is to ensure his 
clients are properly informed about the market and 
understand the pros and cons of properties and ar-
eas of interest. In his approach, Ian takes into con-
sideration what the future will hold for his clients, 
including their growing families and their largest 
capital asset, their home. Ian strongly believes that 
it is important to not only consider what the cur-
rent move looks like but what the future one might 
look like. Life changes, and being able to keep that 
change in mind when buying or selling a home has 
become part of Ian’s process. He provides honest 
feedback and market analysis, and helps his clients 
understand current and future value, which con-
tributes to building a trusting relationship between 
client and agent. 

As the market has become fast-paced there can 
be many unknowns and challenging situations 
that can be stressful for sellers and buyers. As Ian 
believes, having the confidence to guide your cli-
ents through the sales process is made easier when 
you have an amazing support system behind you. 
It is re-assuring for clients to know that they have 
decades of support on their side and behind the 
scenes from start to finish with Ian and the La-
ceby Real Estate team. To learn more about how 
Ian Hastings and Laceby Real Estate can help with 
your needs go to www.lacebyrealestate.com

Continued from the cover

...Laceby Real Estate is a  
brokerage that prides itself on 
its community involvement...

Ian Hastings
Sales Representative
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1079 BROOK GARDENS MARSH, NEWMARKET

117 COON’S ROAD, RICHMOND HILL
$1,798,000

63 LEWIS AVENUE, BRADFORD

43 COUSINS DRIVE, AURORA
$999,000

99 BROOKEVIEW DRIVE, AURORA
$1,159,000

134 BATSON DRIVE, AURORA
$765,000

14 ALBERY CRESCENT, AURORA
COMING SOON TO MLS

514 BRITANNIA AVENUE, BRADFORD
$589,900

27 GLENVIEW DRIVE, AURORA
COMING SOON TO MLS

35 BAKER HILL BOULEVARD #216, STOUFFVILLE
$669,000

194 CORNER RIDE ROAD, AURORA
COMING SOON TO MLS

2646 FARMCREST AVENUE, PETERBOROUGH
$479,900

38 GRAND MAGAZINE STREET #1930, TORONTO 
$2,450/MONTH

32 ATTRIDGE DRIVE, AURORA

Sales Representative
LORRAINE MACDONALD

Sales Representative
SHREEMA TALSANIA

Sales Representative 
MARISSA WHITE

Sales Representative
LINDSAY STROM

Operarations Manager
KERRI FILLIER

905.836.1212 | info@KeyAdvantage.ca | www.KeyAdvantage.ca

Wonder What YOUR Home is Worth?
TOGETHER TO SERVE YOU BETTER

Sales Representative

SUSIE STROM

Operarations Manager

Broker

CAROLINE BAILE

16 ARDILL CRESCENT, AURORA
$1,159,000

SOLD

23 DAWSON CRESCENT, AURORA

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

Many homeowners wish for expansive kitchens. 
Modernized kitchens that include sought after features 
and showcase the latest trends go a long way to improv-
ing the overall value of a home. 
As desirable as such kitchens may be, some homes 
simply don’t have enough space for a centerfold-worthy 
kitchen featuring an island, wine refrigerator and walk-in 
pantry. However, homeowners with small kitchens can 
still improve the form and function of their existing spaces.
Reconfigure and revamp cabinetry
Homeowners whose kitchens are small often lament their 
lack of storage. Redesigning the layout of cabinets, and 
possibly adding some more cabinetry, may take care of 
certain storage issues. The experts at Merit Kitchens sug-
gest utilizing corner space with LeMans units, lazy susans 
and other gadgets to make access to these areas easier. 
Going vertical with wall cabinets that extend to the ceiling 
also can add more storage, as can roll-in work carts.
Work with the walls
Small kitchens require clever usage of vertical space. Ver-
tical storage units, hooks, shelving, and more can move 
items out of drawers and off of counters. Consider an 
under-the-cabinet toaster oven and microwave to create 
more counter space.
Use scaled-down appliances
Shop with size in mind when looking at new appliances 
if you have a small kitchen. Compact versions won’t take 
up as much space as larger alternatives. Homeowners 
should consider the ultimate function of the kitchen and 
then think about which appliances will serve them well. 
Homeowners with small kitchens may not need a large 
stand mixer or an oversized commercial stove.
Add some glass
The DIY Network recommends incorporating glass to im-
prove the perception of space in small kitchens. Glass lets 
you see through the objects, thereby enhancing the feeling 
of spaciousness or what designers call “negative space.” 
Glass also can be reflective, visually expanding the space.
Embrace high-end materials
It costs less to renovate small spaces than bigger areas, so 
homeowners may be able to afford high-end materials that 
really add personality to a kitchen. Flooring, counter mate-
rials and quality fixtures can really set small kitchens apart.
Small kitchens can be culinary havens with the right  
improvements to maximize the space.

Small kitchen  
improvements that 
maximize functionality
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Service that MOVES You! 

51 BATSON DRIVE, AURORA  

www.51Batson.ca  
Magni� cently Renovated 4+1 Bdrm Family Home 
conveniently situated in the heart of Aurora o� ers 
2500 sq �  of high-end � nishes & upgrades! $$$ 
Spent on Reno’d Kitchen and Baths w Heated Floors, 
Stunning main � r Laundry, Built-in Cabinetry, Cus-
tom Millwork, Prof. Landscaping & More! W/O 
to Backyard From Family Rm. Bright Rec Rm & 
5th Bdrm/O�  ce with Above-Grade Windows. Fabulous 
Layout, Basement Workshop & Tons of Storage! Steps to 
Engl/French Schools, Parks, GO Transit and Amenities! 
Visit: www.51Batson.ca  

Call for... Service that MOVES You!

$97
0,0

00

IDEALLY LOCATED with convenient access  
to the Go, Hwy's 400/9/11, Bradford &  
Newmarket this 3 bdrm home features  
a 50'x298' lot, double car garage, eat-in 
kitchen, walkout to deck with farm field  
& sunset views. MLS# N4465212 Offered  
at $495,000 

705.435.3000 or 866.772.5368
cell: 705.321.7295

kmccague@royallepage.ca

www.kellymccague.com

496 Albert Street East, Alliston 8118 15th Sideroad Adjala-Tosorontio Township 

Ken Pratt CSP 
Salesperson

Office: 905-936-2121 Direct: 705-796-6753
kenpratt@century21.ca • www.century21.ca/KenPratt

Large 4 level side split all brick 
home on rare find large
100”x 150” lot. Separate entrance 
gives potential for second suite.
Open green space park across the 
street. Look at trees not houses
from your enclosed front porch.
MLS # 4455942

Ken Pratt“Working for 
you is what I do, I just 
don’t list, I listen too.”

Quality custom built home with 4 bdrms,  
2 kitchens on a 180’x180’ level, tree lined 
lot. Traditional floor design encourages  
family moments in the kitchen, entertaining 
in the dining room, relaxing gatherings in 
the living room with privacy in the bdrms. 
Large mudroom connects the house to the  
garage, outdoors and basement. Extra-large 
single garage with 8x10’ door is truck size 
plus storage/work area. The basement with 
a second kitchen, large family room with 
propane fireplace and games room are 
perfect for kicking-back. Nature at your 
back door, urban convenience a short drive 
away, Aluminium Tile aluminium lifetime roof 
and newer windows, radiant ceiling heating, 
two new propane fireplace inserts. A gem  
of a property. 

Yes, a REALTOR® can help make an 
offer right away however due dili-
gence and care should be a priority 

even in a short span of time.  
Greater than 90 per cent of home searches start 

online driven by Buyers wants and needs and curios-
ity.   Photos, videos, floor plans and descriptions are 
as detailed as possible and in many cases draw the 
consumers interest to peak heights.  Buying a home 
these days could feel as easy as a simple text request 
away.  Isn’t the process as simple as they show on tele-
vision?  Once Buyers see what they like online and 
have been pre-approved so they are looking at what 
they can afford according to their lender, it’s highly 
recommended to investigate further before making a 
commitment to spend on a home.   Develop a strategy 
before saying yes to the home and part of the strategy 
involves the three S’s.

The site of the home ideally should be experienced 
in person.  Take a closer look indoors and out beyond 
the street to include the neighbourhood.  How does 
the vibe of the neighbourhood also blend with the 
home; additionally consider the lifestyle you want to 
adopt or maintain with the home purchase and is it 
possible to do this in the location of the home?  Many 
go as far as entering the home address on housecreep.
ca  to see if there are any reported incidences that 
could additionally be of concern. 

Often REALTORS® find homes or they are asked to 
show homes and there’s one variable that’s rarely not-
ed on MLS® or in marketing materials and that is con-
cerning the smell of the home.  If the home is beauti-
ful and fits all criteria but has the smell of dampness, 
mold, cat urine or other offensive pet smells includ-
ing fake perfume scents made of chemicals, smoke 

odours, dirt and grime or intense cooking smells this 
alone can send Buyers running out the door away 
from the purchase.  The smell debate is a gamble even 
if the home hasn’t been renovated, staged or is in as 
is condition.  A clean and fresh smell will afford the 
Buyers to stay in the space longer when looking to 
imagine the house for sale as their home.

Before Buyers make a sound and educated choice 
to purchase a great consideration is the sound around 
the home in question.  When Buyers find a home that 
seems to fit the bill, upon seeing the home in person 
they may realize there may be additional noises from 
street traffic, trains, planes, industry, recreation facili-
ties or restaurants and bars to name a few.  The buy-
ers will have to weigh whether they can live with the 
noise, decide what proactive measures they can take 
or that may have already been taken in the home to 
dampen the sounds.  The Buyers may decide to add 
water features to counter the sounds outdoors or 
privacy construction to limit the transfer of sound.  
If solutions are presented in advance by Sellers and 
answers to how often trains are heard etc. it may  
be easier for Buyers to have less hesitation before  
taking action. 

Ask your Accredited Buyer’s Representative (ABR) 
to additionally share with you recent sales, develop-
ment plans for the area and review market conditions 
in the neighbourhood, town or city in consideration.

– Written by Connie Power
Connie Power is the Assistant Manager, Sales Representative 
CNE® SRS® ABR® SRES® for RE/MAX Hallmark York Group 

Realty Ltd.,  Brokerage serving York region and beyond in the 
Greater Toronto Area (GTA). 

Empowering you in Real Estate, Call Connie today to make an 
appointment to discuss your next move at (905) 726-0856.

***Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract.

Ask A Realtor®

We’re ready to make an offer,  
we saw something online;  
can you help?
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Call Me Today.... Your King City Mortgage Professional!!
Tel: 416-892-6565

MORTGAGES
MADE EASY!
JOE MANDARINO Mortgage Agent
jmandarino@sherwoodmortgagegroup.com

1700 King Road, Unit 22, King City   905-539-9511   info@foresthillelite.com   |   www.foresthillelite.com

Anna Badanjek
Sales Representative 

416-562-4588

Sylvia Smith
Sales Representative 

647-622-7869

Sandra Sch�  e
Sales Representative 

416-684-8000

Glenn M. Hant
Broker

416-803-2887

Kath� ine Kl� ic
Sales Representative

647-984-4141

Michael Maniaci
Sales Representative

416-896-4663

Ray Hayd� 
Sales Representative

416-839-3054

SOLD
3 Bedroom, 3 Bathroom Detached Home in One 
of Maples Most Sought A� er Neighbourhoods!

Manuela Palermo 416-802-1066

FOR SALE IN THE UPPER FOREST HILL VILLAGE
Stunning, Professionally Landscaped Home with a 

Dream Kitchen and Entertainers Backyard. 
Anna Badanjek 416-562-4588

RETIRE TO PETERBOROUGH
Stunning 3+1 Bedroom Bungalo�   - 

Westview Village, Peterborough.
Glenn Hant 416-803-2887

WHAT IS YOUR HOME WORTH?
Scan with your phone’s camera 

app to fi nd out! 
Michael Maniaci 416-896-4663 

FOR SALE
Premium Lot, End Unit Property with Many Upgrades 

and a Luxury Kitchen in The Lake Wilcox Area.
Al Desimone at 416-799-800

IMPERIAL LOFTS! FABULOUS 
AUTHENTIC FACTORY CONVERSION! 

10” + Ceilings, Post and Beam Design, Exposed Brick Walls.
Al Desimone at 416-799-800

NEW RELEASE - TOP FLOOR’S
Condo’s starting from the low $300,000s

Half the price of Toronto Condo’s
Katherine Klaric 647-984-4141

Leading Luxury Specialists

Alessandro Desim� e
Sales Representative

416-799-8000

Manuela Pal� mo
Broker, Owner
416-802-1066

FOR SALE
Gorgeous 4 bed room home in 

King City with fi nished basement
Manuela Palermo 416-802-1066

SOLD!!
VAUGHANS NEWEST COMMUNITY SXSW

Condominiums and Townhouses 
from the 400s!

Katherine Klaric 647-984-4141
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Call for a FREE Market Evaluation! 905-841-4787 
You Get The “Right Results” With Rocco.

Serving Aurora, Newmarket, East Gwillimbury, King, Stouffville, Richmond Hill & Surrounding Areas

905-841-4787 • www.roccoracioppo.com
List with one of Canada’s Top Producers, 

ranked # 72 in Canada out of approx. 21,000 RE/MAX Agents in 2017.

Rocco Racioppo
BROKER

Rocco Racioppo
REALTRON REALTY INC.
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED BROKERAGE
REALTRON REALTY INC.

Almost 5 Acres In Town Of 
Potential Development Land $3,850,000

Privacy! Privacy! Privacy! $1,998,000
Approx. 25 Aero Estate With Trees & Stream 

And 6,000 sqft Of Living Space

Half Acre In Town Aurora 
Totally Renovated $2,750,900

Trail Of The Woods! 7,500 Sq Ft 
Of Luxury On 1.26 Acres $ 2,898,000

Minutes To Upper Canada Mall! Over 5,000 Sq Ft 
With Amazing Backyard Oasis! $2,350,000

2.77 Acres in Richmond Hill $2,698,000 
Approx. 6,000 sqft Of Living Space Including 

Walkout Basement, 3 Car Garage

Vivian Forest Area! $1,898,000 Over 5 Acre 
Private Estate Many Reno’s, Backyard Oasis

SOLD

SOLD

Rocco RacioppoRocco Racioppo

This One’s Loaded! $2,099,000 
Premium Lot, Demand Location! 
Thousands In Extras & Upgrades

Backs to Forest! $1,898,000 Open Concept 
Bungalow With Finished Walkout Basement 
On 3/4 Acre Lot Oversized Three Car Garage.

10 Acre Estate! $1,998,000 Large Workshop 
& Barn, Minutes To Higway 404 $1,898,000

Backyard Setting To Die For $1,998,000
Over $250,000 Spent On This Backyard

Privacy Plus! $1,798,000 
25 Acre Treed Estate With Pond

Treed Lot! $1,288,000 Custom Built Home 
Loaded With Extras Upgrades On 50x150 ft. 

Sunny West Facing Lot.

Modern Bungalow! $1,698,000 Situated On 
Quiet Court On 13 Acres. Oversized Garage, 

Finished Walkout Basement

Prestigious Stonehaven! $1,398,000 
Contempory Home With 

Thousands In Extras & Upgrades

Bungalow In Demand Area $1,218,000 
9ft Ceilings On Main Floor, 

Finished Walkout Basement

Waterfront Property $938,000 
Bungalow With Finished Walkout Basement. 

Over 1 Acre Lot, 3 Car Garage

Raised Bungalow $979,900 
Situated On Private 1.86 Acre Estate. 

3 Separate Garages, Totaling 5 Car Garage

Backs Onto River! $918,000
Recently Renovated 2 Storey Home 

On 1.87 Acre Lot

Premium Lot In Newmarket! $828,000
Approx. 1/3 Of An Acre Lot On 

Quiet Cul-de-Sac Minutes to All Amenities
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HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD.

Direct: 416-418-6683
Office: 905-727-1941

JulianneBoileau@hotmail.com
Time2Buy-Sell.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Julianne Boileau JUST LISTED

151 AurorA HeigHts
Renovated Bungalow 

MUST BE SEEN!
85ft. x 110 lot

111 CiviC squAre
2 Bdrm + Den 2 Bath

Huge Terrace, BBQ hook up
SHOWSTOPPER!

JUST LISTED

eXCLusive
100 townsend BrAdford!

Under $600,000!

JUST LISTED

I HAVE QUALIFIED BUYERS FOR PROPERTIES IN KING! 

No homeowner wants to look at the exterior of his or 
her home and see roof damage. Such damage may lead 
homeowners to think they need a new roof, a potentially 
costly expense that can quickly throw household budgets 
into a state of disarray.

According to the HomeAdvisor, the average home-
owner spends a little more than $7,600 installing a new 
roof. Various factors, including the size of a home and 
the type of roof homeowners prefer, will affect the cost 
of a roof replacement. In addition, homeowners who see 
roof damage can rest assured that not all roof problems 
will necessarily require a replacement roof to be installed.

Curled shingles are a problem many homeowners 
have encountered. This particular problem is not always 
indicative that a roof is on its way out. In fact, the home 

improvement resource This Old House notes that, as 
asphalt shingles age, their corners often begin to curl 
downward or upward. Homeowners who notice this early 
enough can glue down the curled section of each shingle 
that’s beginning to curl. 

Some shingles may be curling because they’re de-
fective. Fortified Roofing, a New Jersey-based roofing 
company that specializes in the repairing and replacing 
of various roofing configurations, advises homeowners 
to contact a local roofing professional to diagnose the 
cause of the curling. Doing so quickly can prevent curled 
shingles from contributing to more widespread damage.

Moisture and poor ventilation may be contributing to 
curled shingles as well. Homeowners with attics in their 
home may see curled shingles on their roofs because 

moisture is building up in their poorly ventilated attics. In 
addition to causing damage such as curled shingles, a 
poorly ventilated attic allows moisture to build up, poten-
tially contributing to mold growth. Mold presents a host of 
additional problems, including some that can adversely 
affect the health of a home’s inhabitants.

Improper roof installation also may be the culprit be-
hind curled shingles. When a roof is not installed correct-

ly, shingles may not be aligned or nailed down in the right 
way. This might be what’s causing shingles to curl on 
recently installed roofs.

Curled shingles are unsightly and can pose a signifi-
cant threat to a home if not addressed promptly. Home-
owners can protect themselves and their roofs by work-
ing with skilled roofing professionals, who can diagnose 
issues like curled shingles and offer the right solutions.

What causes curled shingles?

By Julien Laurion 
The Big Tuna of Real Estate 

Hi Julien, I am a long-time reader and I very much 
enjoy your articles and social media!  Julien, I am a 
renter and I am starting to look into buying a home.  
I’ve noticed some listings will say things like ‘new 
composite decking’ or ‘new 25 year shingles’.  
Are these important to consider?   
Thank you in advance, Clara.

Hi Clara, congratulations on starting 
your home search!  It can be 

both overwhelming and exciting.
Upgrades can be tricky and are subjective. They 

require consideration for both the seller and the  
potential buyer.  It is no secret that certain upgrades, 
like updated kitchens and bathrooms typically do 
add value to a home. However, some upgrades  
may actually decrease the value of the home and 
others just justify the asking price.  

For example, as a long-time reader, you probably  
read my article about the shower beer fridge.  
This is a rather unique item that may not have a 
lot of appeal to other homeowners so it would not  
likely increase the value of the home.  In addition, 
if this shower fridge was not properly installed, or if 

it is difficult to remove, it could potentially decrease 
the value of the home.  Pools are a great example 
of an improvement that does not increase the value  
of a home.  Some buyers will be pleased to have 
a pool in the back yard and won’t be put off by it.  
However, some buyers are turned off by a house 
that has a pool and find pools a burden and an extra  
expense they do not want to take on. In fact, I have 
a close family member who bought a house because 
of its great location, and then had the pool filled in!

In your question you mentioned composite  
decking.  This is often a positive upgrade for a home.  

When I see composite decking in a home, it tells 
me that the current owner cares for the home and 
has invested in it.  Composite decking is expensive 
compared to wood alternatives. This is a feature I 

would point out to my clients as we are assessing 
the total package offered in the home if we were to 
extend an offer to buy it. But like everything, there 
is not a single perspective.  One of the down sides  
to composite decking is that it tends to be warmer 
on the feet in the summer months. I recently had a 
client who stated that they did not like this feature.  

Clara, it is pretty simple.  If you walk into an  
unkempt home that has not been updated, the 
price you pay should reflect this.  Typically, a home  
that needs a lot of improvements is going to sell  
at a lower price than a fully renovated home. 
However, if the home is clean and cared for with 
thoughtful upgrades, then it may make sense  
for you to pay close to the listing price.  As I said,  
upgrades are tricky and subjective so it is best to 

work with a Realtor like myself to help navigate 
those waters.  Happy house hunting!

Who is Big Tuna,  
The Renovating Realtor?

 Julien Laurion AKA Big Tuna, is a local Real  
Estate Sale Representative with RE/MAX Hallmark 

York Group Realty in Aurora. I am a real estate agent 
who has expertise in both Real Estate and  

Renovations and have been involved in this  
community for over 20 years. If you have a question 

for my monthly article or if you are considering  
buying, selling or leasing a home please feel free  

to call or email me directly at (416) 402-5530  
or julien@bigtuna.ca or by alternatively  

visiting my website www.bigtuna.ca  
or Facebook page @bigtunarealty

Ask Big Tuna, The Renovating Realtor
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Aurora
Home hardware  
Building Centre

Aurora Home Hardware is proud to announce 50 Years of Serving Aurora and surrounding area with award winning customer service.
The Barfitt family extends a Thank You to all who have continued to support our Aurora and Schomberg locations.

Years
1 9 6 9  -  2 0 1 9

Aurora Home Hardware

50celebrating

Your Community Hardware Store

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How. 

Aurora and Schomberg Home Hardware Serving York Region and Surrounding Areas

Schomberg
Home hardware

17250 Hwy 27, Unit 1
(in the Beer & Liquor Store plaza)

905-939-HOME (4663)

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora

905-727-4751

Aurora
Home hardware  
Building Centre
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A name you know... people you trust!

Excellent Value! One Of Aurora’s 
Most Desirable Streets! 9’ Ceil-
ings On Main, Beautiful Reno’d 
Kitchen Open To Family Rm W/
Cathedral Ceiling. Mstr Bdrm 
Features Reno’d Ensuite. Fin 
Bsmt Has Open Concept Rec 
Rm W/Wet Bar, 5th Bdrm. Fab 
Yard Has 2 Lvl Deck W/Glass 
Railing, Pool, Gazebo, & Large 
Grass Play Area.

$1,600,000

ST.
 AN

DR
EW

’S 
ON

 TH
E H

ILL
 – 

AU
RO

RA

Custom-Build On One Of Auro-
ra’s Most Desirable Streets! Stun-
ning 1/2 Acre Ravine Lot - Total 
Privacy! Incredible Backyard 
Oasis With Unique Lagoon-Style 
Pool, Water Fall, Bridge! Home 
Measures Approx. 3900Sf + Fin-
ished Walk-Out Bsmt! All Bdrms 
With Full Or Shared Ensuites. 
Miles Of Trails In The Area!

$2,150,000

1/
2 A

CR
E R

AV
IN

E L
OT

 – 
AU

RO
RA

Fabulous Bungalow! Great Rm 
With Cathedral Ceiling Open 
To Kitchen. Fin W/O Bsmt Has 
Rec/Games Rm With Full Wet 
Bar, 2 Bdrms, 2 Full Baths, 
Plus Sep Ent From Grg & 
R/In For Additional Kitchen & 
Laundry. Stunning Yard - 
Pool, Patio, Deck Off Kitchen, 
Cabana With Walk-Up Bar, 
Shed, Extensive Landscaping!

$1,550,000BR
EN

TW
OO

D 
ES

TA
TE

S 
– A

UR
OR

A

Private 1/2 Acre Lot! Fin Bsmt 
& Separately Fenced Pool. 
One Of Kind Layout - 9’ Ceil, 5 
Bdrms Up - All With Ensuites! 
5th Bdrm Could Be Nanny/
In-Law Suite! Lrg Master Has 
2-Way F/P To Sitting Rm & 
Juliet Balcony To Yard. Kitchen 
Open To Fam Rm. Multiple 
Fireplaces. Oversized 3 Car 
Grg. Extensive Landscaping!

$2,249,000

ST.
 AN
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’S 
ON
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ILL
 – 
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RO
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Experience Pays!  Call us today.
Direct: 905-727-1961  ⎜ info@susancowen.com

www.SusanCowen.com

Established and Experienced. 
Continually Referred!

One of Aurora’s top realtors 
for over 25 years Top 1% in Canada

SUSAN COWEN ANDREW COWEN

Aging men and women often take  
inventory of their lives in an effort to 
focus on activities or lifestyle changes 
that can ensure happy retirements. 

With the youngest of the boomers in their mid-
50s and the majority having already reached re-
tirement age, many boomers are trying to decide 
if it’s time to move out of their family homes and 
into smaller, more manageable abodes. 

Many older adults find they do not need the same 
amount of space as they did when they had children 
living at home. Retirees and those on the cusp of 
retirement may find that downsizing is a smart fi-
nancial move that frees up more time for recreation. 

However, it can be challenging to cut down on 
living space and then deal with figuring out how 
to make furniture, belongings and stored items fit 
in  more condensed areas. Moving can be stressful 
even without having to cut down on prized items. 
Taking an inventory of belongings can help the 
process go smoothly.

Before moving, men and women can go room by 
room, making piles of items that will be kept, do-
nated, sold, or discarded. This can be a tedious task, 
but it is necessary to avoid clutter in a new home.

People downsizing can attempt to sell items 
they do not need via newspaper classified sections 
or online classified sites. Appliances and furniture 

in excellent shape may fetch good prices. Any ex-
tra cash can be put toward buying new items that 
are size-appropriate for the smaller home.

Another way to clear out clutter is to sort du-
plicates from the stock of items. A person may no 
longer need multiple sets of dishes or silverware. 
If the move involves switching from a king-sized 
to a queen-sized bed, donate or trash bed linens 
that will no longer fit. Pay close attention to kitch-
en and bathroom items, which tend to accumulate 
over time but might not be discarded when clear-
ing a home of clutter.

People moving from a detached home to a 
condominium or a townhouse may learn that 
homeowner’s association fees cover everything 
from snow removal to lawn maintenance to pool 
upkeep. If so, it’s unnecessary to bring lawn and 
garden supplies.

Homeowners are advised to look at the floor 
plan of their new dwellings and pay attention 
to storage space. This can make it easier to plan 
ahead for what may fit, what will need to be pur-
chased new and which storage solutions may be 
needed. Having a plan in place can make unpack-
ing and settling in go smoothly. The organizing 
company Organize Me says that homeowners 
should consider how cabinets and closets will be 
used before moving in.

Downsizing can free up time and money. When 
done right, downsizing can make retirement easi-
er and create more leisure time for retirees.

downsize  
before a moveLe

ar
n 

to
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905-833-0111
www.trendsrealtyinc.com

WHAT’S YOUR HOME WORTH?
Call us for a complimentary
Market Value Assessment

KING LUXURY LIVING
Buy or Sell with

Re/Max Hallmark Trends Group Realty
Your Source for Everything King

Why Re/Max?
Leading Brand Awareness &Global Presence 

International Referral Partners
100,000 Agents  •  7,000 Offi  ces Worldwide

Your Listing Viewed In
Over 100 Countries  •  6 Continents

40 Languages  •  Countries Currency

24 Sim Hill Cres., King City
Over 250K In Upgrades! Custom Kitchen With Granite Counters, Stainless Steel Appliances & Double Oven. 4 Bedroom, 5 Bath, 3 W/In 
Closets, Elegant Master With 5Pc Bath, 10Ft Ceiling, Hardwood, Crown Molding, Extended Casing. Large Tiles, Wainscoting, Pots Through-
out. Ravine Lot, Upgraded Elevation, No Sidewalk, Quiet Crescent. Finished Walk-Out Basement With Separate Entrance! Contact Anthony 
Rotundo, Sales Representative

Your Source for Everything KingYour Source for Everything KingYour Source for Everything King

480 Warren Road, King City
Ranch Style Bungalow On A One Of A Kind 1/2 Acre Ravine Lot In Sought After Springhill Gardens.  Surrounded By Multi-Million $ Mansions. 
Approx. 5000 Sqft Of Living Space, Built-In S/S Appliances, Hardwood Floors, Finished W/O Basement, 3 Car Garage, 3 Season Sunroom & Inground 
Pool.  Close To Public/Private Schools, Exclusive Country Clubs, Equestrian Facilities, Trails, Museum, Fine Dining, Transportation And Amenities. 
Contact Maria Ongaro, Broker or Jasmine Smith, Sales Representative

157 Curtis Cres. King City
This Unique & Renovated, King Heights Bungalow Sits On A Private Half Acre Lot And O� ers A Functional Layout, Natural light,  3+1 Spacious Bed-
rooms & Master Ensuite Bath, B/I Bookcase In O�  ce, Kitchen Granite Countertops, Mudroom With Laundry, Crown Molding, Wainscotting, Finished 
Spacious Basement, Inground Pool, Deck, Landscaping & Private Front Yard. Contact Maria Ongaro, Broker or Jasmine Smith, Sales Representative.

87 Hollingsworth Drive, King City
This 3 Bedroom Bungalow Is Situated On A Family Friendly Dead End Street In The Heart Of King City, Complete With Inground Pool, And 
Beautiful Gardens To Enjoy Your Summer Days. Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To Park, Splash Pad, Tennis Courts, Schools & 
Many More Amenities. Contact Maria Ongaro, Broker or Jasmine Smith, Sales Representative

Your Source for Everything KingYour Source for Everything King

158 East Humber Drive, King City
A lot like no other! This serene 129x293ft ravine property o� ers you a 2 storey, 4 bedroom, 3 washroom home with amazing views 
of nature! Listed for 1.980mio, you must book your showing today to take a tour! 
Contact Maria Ongaro, Broker or Jasmine Smith, Sales Representative

Ana Pronio
Broker of Record
C.  416.528.0330
ana@trendsrealtyinc.com


