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One of the most common
misconceptions when a
client visits our factory direct
showroom is that they are
under the impression granite
countertops are difficult to
clean and require constant
sealing and maintenance.
This is partially true yet alot
easier than made out to be.

Granite is natural, therefore porous by nature
and can absorb liquids if not sealed. The rule
of thumb is the darker the stone the denser
the actual stone is. Black or darker granites
are sometimes so dense that they will not
absorb the natural stone sealer. With that
being said, if the stone is not able to absorb
a sealer it will not absorb the liquids that
can leave unsightly stains. Rare, yet the
most common service call we receive at
DPS Countertops are of stains caused by
red wine or fruit juice on a beige or white
countertop. By simply applying a natural
stone sealer made purposely for granite
countertops can save you time and money.
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RAVINE LOT IN EXECUTIVE KING NEIGHBOURHOOD

Very spacious & beautifully updated/reno’d 4 bedroom/
4 bathroom home on a quiet court !! Spectacular park
like ravine lot w/ mature trees & landscaping! Bright
& sun filled w/many reno’s incl. large eat-in kitchen
which walks out to deck, hardwood floors, extra large
rec room has w/o to deck!! Prime King Location!!

ONE OF A KIND CUSTOM HOME!!

Approx. 5000 Sq Ft Of Luxurious Finished Living
Space. Professionally Designed W/High End Cabinetry,
Quartz Counters, 4 + 1 Bedrms, 4 1/2 Washrooms,
High Ceilings, Stunning Decor T/0, Finished

Basement & More! Super Location - Beside Golf
Course & Minutes To Newmarket Shops & Hwy 404!!
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2 units for sale - 1 + 1 Bedroom w/1 bath for
and 2 bedroom w/2 full baths for
Both have 2 parking spots each + locker. Building is
only 6 years old, w/many luxury amenities: indoor pool,
rec centre, party room & more! Both units #302 & #516
are show stoppers !!
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Independenty Owned and Operated

905.898.1211 - 416.520.3651

akotsovos@trebnet.com




With the rise of the “staycation,”
more and more homeowners
are turning their backyards

into their own private oases.
The centrepiece of many such
retreats is a refreshing and
inviting pool.

Whether above-ground or in-ground models,
pools make for welcoming spots to enjoy warm days
and nights. A new pool can quickly turn a yard into
the “it” spot to spend vacations or cool off at the end
hot summer days. While pools are often the focal
point of a backyard, many homeowners want their
pools to blend seamlessly with the rest of their yards.
When transforming a backyard that includes a pool,
homeowners should consider a few factors to ensure
each afternoon spent poolside is as safe as it is fun.

SAFETY FIRST
Although the goal may be to soften the lines of the
pool and/or create sight barriers that will provide
some measure of privacy for swimmers, home-
owners must put safety above all else. Before any
decorative touches are added, it is important to sur-
round a pool with a slip-resistant surface and fenc-

ing (many communities require fences be erected
- o AT

around pools). Consult with a landscaping con-
tractor, who should be knowledgeable about safety
codes, or speak to the permit-issuing department
at town hall. There should be a list of requirements
to ensure pool placement as well as any surround-
ing touches are legal and within code.

NONSLIP SURFACES
Concrete, brick and pavers and decking are pop-
ular materials used to surround a pool. Installers
can make recommendations on materials and
finishes, but one suggestion is to choose a rough
finish. Pool water can make surfaces slippery.
Concrete that is stamped or scarred provides ex-
tra traction than a smooth surface. The same can
be said for brick patios and pavers. Avoid smooth
stones or pavers with shiny surfaces, as these may
only increase the risk of falls.

Homeowners who have chosen wood or compos-
ite decking to surround a pool should talk to their
contractor about nonslip protective coatings. Such
coatings typically are acrylic-based liquids applied
like a paint or sealer. Some composite decks may be
crafted with texture or a built-in coating to reduce
slipping. In addition, use nonstick mats on decks
and patios to provide a little extra footing where
people enter and exit the pool.

MULCH AND STONE
Homeowners often prefer some combination of
mulch or stone to serve as a transition between the

B Homeowners:have many options with regard to landscaping

thesareas surrounding their pools:
o
W
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pool, concrete or paver hardscape and the lawn.
Stone may be more practical for those with in-
ground pools because it will not easily blow onto the
water surface. With an above-ground pool, mulch
or stone can do the trick, serving as a barrier so that
pool water does not overly drench the surrounding
lawn or damage grass after exposure to pool chem-
icals. Mulch and stone also will provide drainage
from water runoff from the pool and rain.

Another advantage of having an additional barri-
er between the pool and lawn is that lawn clippings
will not be shot into the pool when mowing. Stone
and mulch can be dressed up with statues, lawn or-
naments and tolerant plants.

FINISHING TOUCHES
Plants can provide the finishing touches for a
poolside landscape. Homeowners should keep
in mind that pools are not often shaded from the
sun, so plants placed around the pool will need
to be sun- and drought-tolerant. Succulents, such
as aloe and jade, may work, as can the perennial
shrub yucca. Moderately growing grasses will of-
fer a privacy barrier.

Keep trees and flowering plants far enough away
from the pools edge so they do not contribute to
debris that falls into the pool, which can complicate
maintenance. Also, flowering plants may attract in-
sects and other wildlife that may interfere with your
enjoyment of the pool. It’s better to create a friendly
environment for wildlife further away from the pool.

Homeowners who need some advice planning
the landscaping around their pools can rely on the
expertise of landscape architects as well as employ-
ees at lawn and garden centres. Pool companies may
work with landscapers and offer recommendations
to people unaccustomed to working around pools.

Water feature
design & maintenance

Homeowners can employ many different design techniques
to create one-of-a+kind properties. Adding a water feature
to a landscape is one such technique.

Water gardens, koi ponds or fountains have been home
landscaping trends for the past several years. Although
water features can add an element of relaxation to
landscapes, such features require maintenance to keep
them attractive and running properly.

THE RIGHT DESIGN

Homeowners should create a water feature design that is
fitting with the scale and style of their homes while also
keeping their lifestyles in mind. Ponds are popular water
features and, like pools, come in both in-ground and
above-ground styles. Above-ground ponds are easier and
faster to build than in-ground ponds and may be safer
options for parents of young children. Streams and waterfalls
also are popular and can make use of natural variations in
property grading. Fountains can be freestanding structures
or a component of a pond or another body of water.

Recognize that the location of the water feature can impact
its maintenance. For example, a fountain or pond located
directly under deciduous trees will require more frequent
cleaning to remove leaf and tree debris. Ponds that receive
direct sunlight may have more pronounced algae growth.
Homeowners should work with a skilled water garden expert
in planning the feature’s design and location with safety and
upkeep in mind.

MAINTAIN PUMPS

Wiater features require the constant flow of water to prevent
stagnation and proliferation of mosquito and other insect
larvae. That requires a pump to push the water around.
According to Grounds Maintenance, a green industry
professionals resource, the pump should be securely
situated on level ground so that vibrations will not cause the
pump to move around and eventually loosen fittings.

Even pumps protected by an intake filter or screen can
become clogged with debris. It's necessary to routinely
inspect the screen and the pump filter and remove any
obstructions. Otherwise, the pump motor can overheat
and malfunction. Keep in mind that debris also may include
animal life, such as frogs, snakes, turtles — anything that
may be drawn to the water feature.

FINDING BALANCE
The wrong balance of conditions in the water can cause
problems. According to the experts at This Old House,
which offers ideas and advice for old house enthusiasts,
algae can be the root of all evil in garden features. Controlling
nutrients, which may involve watching the levels of nitrogen
compounds and phosphorous, will help control the algae.

Avoid locating the water feature where lawn and garden
runoff will find its way into the water. Filtration and routine
testing of water levels also can help. Water features that are
not meant to become wildlife habitats may benefit from a mild
sanitizer to keep algae at bay. A thorough cleaning of liners
at the end of the season to eliminate materials that build up
on the bottom can help, too.
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95 Acres Of Vacant Land Abutting The Growing Town Of Tottenham,
Immediately To The West And North. Good Location For Commuting
To The Gta , Pearson Airport Or Cottage Country To The North. Income
Generating Property. Original House Is Tenanted And Barns Are Not In Use.
Land Is Rented.

Jeff Laceby*** & Lynda Laceby* $ 6,300,000

6370 4th Line, Tottenham

King City Aurora
2169 King Road 15228 Yonge St.

905-833-0033

905-841-9090

‘These Twvo Properties Are Being Sold Together With A Total Of 214 Acres. The Residence And Barns Are Located On
5626 And The Property At 5750 Is Vacant Land. There Are Several Newer Barns/Outbuildings Etc And The Listing
Agent Has A Complete List Of Improvements And Inclusions. There Is Also A Set Of House Plans Available For A
New House That Could Be Built On The Vacant Parcel To The West.Include All Appliances, All Window Coverings,
Electric Light Fixtures, Garage Door Openers. Seller Is Willing To Rent Back The Farm Land And All Farm Buildings

Including The Farm House And Garage For A Period Of 5 Years At $50,000.Per Year.

Lynda Laceby* & Jeff Laceby***

$ 5,995,000

6 Houdini Way, Aurora

residential ® country estates ® farms ® commercial ¢ land

Cookstown

11 Queen Street
705-458-8600

Amazing 2.5 Acre Property With Stunning Views In The Heart Of Aurora On Cul-De-Sac. Steven Mccasey Designed
Home. 5+2 Bedrooms. Featuring: Self Contained 2 Bedroom Wing On Main Level With 5 Pc En-Suite. Renovated Kitchen
& Baths. Lower Level Features: Great Rm, Study W/Walk-Out, Screening Rm, Den, & Storage.L. 20"X44’ Inground Pool.
30°X10" Covered Patio O/L Pool. Perennial Gardens, Mature Trees &Total Privacy. 6 W/O, 5 Frpls/Soaring Ceilings.2
Hi Eff Furn (2016) & 2 A/C’s (2017), Pool Heater (2012). 3 Gar Dr Opnrs. Include: Water Softener, Uv Filter, Reverse

Osmosis At The Kitchen Island Sink, All Window Coverings, All Appl, Elfs, Alarm System, Robotic Pool Cleaner & Cover.

Andrea Pinska* & Lynda Laceby* $ 2,949,000

Cherished 4-Season Cottage/Home, Rich In History & Lovingly Maintained. 6 Bdrm, 3 Bthrm
‘Traditional Property With Knotty Pine Walls And Floors Create A Cozy Feel With Rustic
Charm. Oversized Windows. Nestled Between Natural Outcroppings, Lush Landscaping And
Unobstructed Shoreline On Lake Simcoe. A Vast Decking System Leads One Gently To The
Waters Edge Of A Mix Of Rock Shelf Shoreline & Sandy Beach. Breathtaking Sunsets And
Views Of Lake Simcoe.Year Round Access.Conveniently Situated Close To All Desirable Ameni-
ties-Shopping, Dining, Golf (Briar’s Resort) & More.

$ 1,775,000

Mike Laceby* & Cinda Brown*

80 Hedge Road, Georgina

Lovely Raised Bungalow With Spectacular Vistas From Every Window. Wonderful Home With In Ground Pool Set Private-
ly Behind The House. Many Walkouts To Decks And Patios. Stunning New Kitchen With Granite Counters, Centre Island
And Large Breakfast Area That Walks Out To Deck That Overlooks The Pool Area. Family Room With Vaulted Ceilings
And Floor To Ceiling Stone Fireplace. Large , Private 2.49 Acres With Views Over Neighbours Large Pond. No Need For
A Cottage With This Property. Great Entertaining Areas, Inside And Out With A Convenient Large 2 Car Garage With
Entry To Lower Level Mud Room. Finished Lower Level ,Rec Room, Exercise Room ,Laundry Room,4th Bdrm ,3Pc Bath.

Lynda Laceby* & Cinda Brown* $ 1,589,000

2385 Davis King

Rare Find In King Township. 25 Vacant Acres With A Variety Of Topography , Trees, Streams, On Which
To Build Your Dream Home. Great Location On Paved Road With Easy Access To Highway 400. Close
To Aurora/Newmarket , Private Schools And An Easy Drive To The Airport This Unique Parcel Is Looking
For The Creative Buyer Who Can See The Potential And Thinks “Outside The Box”! There Is No Entry
To This Land From Highway 9. Book An Appointment To Walk The Property. There Is A Mix Of Table
Land And Trees

Lynda Laceby* $ 1,125,000

Charming family home on large, treed lot in the heart of Schomberg.
Quiet street, 3 bdrm, 2 bathroom bungalow with large , carpeted rec room
in lower level. New two tiered decking overlooking private back yard.
Walk to parks, Main Street amenities.

Lynda Laceby* & Mike Laceby* $ 819,000

14 Elmwood Ave, Schomberg

Location, Location, Location. Grand Palace Condominium In High Demand Area. City View! Beautiful, Bright
Open Concept 1+1 Bedroom (With Den). Floor To Ceiling Windows. 9Ft Ceilings. Full Width Spacious Balco-
ny With Unobstructed View. Stainless Steel Appliances Plus Stackable Front Load Washer And Dryer.One Parking
Spot That Is Owned With Locker. Steps To Amenities-Hillcrest Mall, Transit, Restaurants And Shopping. Amenities
Include: 24 Hr. Concierge, Indoor Pool, His/Her Sauna, Gym, Party Room With Outdoor Terrace And Bbq +

Mike Laceby *& Lynda Laceby*

9600 Yonge St, Suite 712 B Richmond Hill

21786 Leslie St, East Gwillimbury

SOLD

e ——— Lo

Excellent Opportunity To Own A 192+ Acre Farm, Located In East Gwillimbury (Just Outside Of Newmarket).
Close Vicinity To All Amenities And 404. Unique Century Farmhouse (C. 1870) With Majestic Presence. 3 Bed-
rooms, 2 Bathrooms.If You Love Nature, Quiet Living & Privacy Then You'll Love This Opportunity. Prime Agricul-
tural Land Within In The Greenbelt Protected Countryside And Governed By Lsca. Approx. 142 Acres Currently Be-
ing Farmed. Presently Used As A Sod Farm. Being Sold In “As Is” Condition With No Representations Or Warranties.

Jeff Laceby*** & Cinda Brown*

S

Stephanie Sinclair**
*Sales Representative  **Broker ***Broker of Record

Tristan Fairbarn*

Guest Suites.

LACEBY REAL ESTATE LIMITED, BROKERAGE [R

Chris Bresser* Amanda Vizziello* Cinda Brown* Diana Dunlap* David Nattress™
- - : - - ‘ i :
Mike Laceby* Anita Parliament*  Pamela McIntyre** ~ Danny Kanyo* Andrea Pinska*
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Continued from the cover

Every manufacture has its own
instructions on how to apply a natural
stone sealer but generally the process
consists of 9 simple steps. First off you
will have to set aside about 30min
every 1-2 years. That's right.... 30min.

SIS Remove all the contents from your

countertop.

SlIAA Give your countertops a good wipe
using warm water and a light dish soap.

CLIEE Allow the countertops to FULLY dry.

Your natural stone sealer will come in
the form of a liquid and typically in a spray bottle.
Spray the sealer evenly and generously across all
surfaces.

Use a plastic bag to spread the sealer
across all surfaces to ensure a relatively even coat. Be
sure not to let the sealer dry. If you find the sealer is
drying in some spots and not so much in other spots
be sure to apply more sealer. (Note: the sealer is in
fact not drying but being absorbed by the stone.)

SN Allow the sealer to sit on your
countertops until your granite doesn’t appear to be
absorbing any more.

CLIEYAN Use a dry rag or dish cloth to wipe up

the access.

CLLIEE I Wipe your countertops with warm water
and light dish soap.

S1LE B Enjoy!

In 2008 DPS Countertops began business as
fabricators and installers of Granite, Quartz and
Porcelain Countertops. Since then have grown to
become one of the most reputable fabricators in
Southern Ontario. If you have any questions about
design or installation give us a call at (905) 503-2222
or email sales@dpscountertops.com

DPS countertaps

GRANITE . QUARTZ . PORCELAIN

www.DPScountertops.ca
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Gorgeous 3+1 Br Bungalow $1,138,000

148 Sierra Court, Maple $1,198,000

RE/MBX

PREMIER

INC
BROKERAGE, INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Office: 416.987.8000
9100 JANE STREET

“Chiamatemi, Parlo Italiano!”

REMI

Lifetime
Achieverment
Award

ughan $1,248,00

2011, 2012, 2013,
2014, 2015, 2016

l_, Quiet Court, Renovated, Resort Backyard! $1,098,000
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Lig};ting 1s a
key component
of curb appeal

Curb appeal can affect prospective buyers’
perception of a home. When addressing curb
appeal, homeowners may be inclined to focus on
features that are easily seen from the street during
the day. But what can a homeowner do to improve

on his or her home’s nighttime aesthetic?

Outdoor lighting is one aspect of curb appeal that is often
overlooked, advises the home improvement experts at The
Spruce. Homeowners may fail to recognize the importance
of how proper illumination can provide their homes with a
warm glow and make it look beautiful after the sun has set.
For example, think of how cozy and inviting neighborhoods
appear during the holiday season when homes are strung
with twinkling lights. Homeowners can replicate that look all
year long with lighting elements.

Lighting for evening hours also helps maintain a safe envi-
ronment for people who are visiting the property. llluminating
walkways and doorways provides a clearly visible and safe
path to and from the home.

The following are a few ways to improve outdoor lighting.

FOCUS ON ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES. Outdoor light-
ing can focus on the external features of the home’s architec-
tural style. Use light to draw attention to interesting gables,
dramatic roof lines, dormers, or curved entryways.

PLAY UP LANDSCAPING. Stylish lighting can highlight
trees, shrubs, pathways, gardens, and all of the elements of
softscapes and hardscapes on a property. The lighting ex-
perts at Vlernon Daniel Associates say that soft lighting can
make homes feel warm and cozy. Uplighting trees or other
elements can add a dramatic effect.

LIGHT UP ALL DOORS. Make sure that doors, both entry
and garage, are properly lit for ease of entry and egress from
the home. Safety.com, a home and personal security resource,
says a home burglary occurs every 15 seconds in the United
States. Installing motion-activated lights or lights on timers can
deter break-ins. Consider using home automation to control
porch lights and other outdoor lights remotely, if necessary.

CREATE ENTERTAINING AREAS. Outdoor lighting can be
used to extend the hours residents can spend outside. This
is great for entertaining and can be an excellent selling point.

Homeowners are urged not to overlook outdoor lighting as a
vital part of their plan to improve curb appeal.

8 ALHART STREET, RICHMOND HILL 22 ASHFORD COURT, AURORA
$2,800,000 $1,498,000 $1,425,000

37 JOHN STREET, KING CITY
$1,295,000

79 BENVILLE CRESCENT, AURORA
$1,040,000

1 ASHFORD COURT, AURORA
$1,275,000

144 TIMPSON DRIVE, AURORA
$1,148,000

= e Ra

18 CRANBERRY LANE, AURORA
$1,038,000

23 WAGNER CRESCENT, ANGUS
$510,000

1077 BROOK GARDENS MARSH, NEWMARKET
$590,000

$749,000

$429,000

oy
30 ROSS LINTON DRIVE, AURORA

-

58 ALEXANDER BOULEVARD, GEORGINA 101 BARR CRESCENT, AURORA

$399,000

Wender What YOUR Heme is

JOHN SPINELLO

Sales Representative

LORRAINE MACDONALD

Sales Representative

SHREEMA TALSANIA

Sales Representative

CAROLINE BAILE
Teoamv

Business Developement

Operarations Manager
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/(@) CHARMANS
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DIRECT: 416.788.2700 | BUS: 905.727.3154
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CAROLINE BAILE

CarolineBaile@me.com | www.CarolineBaile.com
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KELLY BURT

Sales Representative

Community
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I 1111111111110
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control common

Just when winter thaws out and
people are anxious to enjoy the
blooming flowers and luscious lawns
of spring, pesky pests can appear and
impact comfort levels and safety.

PESTS

MANY PESTS RESUME their levels of activity as
spring draws closer and temperatures warm up. The
presence of these insects and rodents may cause
problems in and around a home, which makes it essen-
tial to recognize them and avoid issues. The following
are some of the more common spring pests and how
to remedy infestations.

PAVEMENT ANTS
Pavement ants are some of the most common pests
residents encounter inside and outside of their homes.
These ants are light brown to black with appendages
that are lighter than the rest of their bodies. Small in
stature, pavement ants have parallel lines on their
heads and thorax, according to pest extermination
company Orkin.

Although pavement ants nest outdoors, they can
enter homes through small crevices in search of food
scraps. Their large colonies may not disappear until
treatment is introduced. Keep foods in tightly sealed
containers, clear counters and floors of crumbs, and
address water sources, such as leaks. Pesticides may
be needed in extreme conditions.

Spring cleaning is a ritual in many homes,
though some might be forgetting to address
an area of their homes that can be especially
vulnerable to insect infestations. According
to PestWorld.org, kitchen cabinets and pan-
tries used to store spices and baking items,
such as flour, can make for inviting hideouts
for various types of pests. These unwelcome
guests include beetles, Indian meal moths and
ants. To remedy this issue or prevent insects
from becoming an issue, discard stale spices
or dated baking items. Once such items have
been removed from the cabinets and pantry
and discarded, wipe down the interior of the
spaces before installing fresh shelf paper. If

know?

the critters didn’t make their presence known
in the cabinets, that doesn't mean they hav-
en’t made your kitchen home over the winter.
Some might have opted to spend their winters
behind appliances, including the stove and the
refrigerator. As a result, it’s best to pull these
appliances off the wall each spring, sweeping
or vacuuming the dust and crumbs you find
before mopping the floors.

6 RESALE HOMES COLLECTION [ APRIL 2019 AURORA/KING

FLEAS
Fleas are tiny, jumping, biting pests that must find a host
upon which to live. As ectoparasites, they feed on blood
while living on the body of living hosts. Pets can bring
fleas inside the yard and home in warm weather. Accord-
ing to the University of California Statewide Integrated
Pest Management Program, flea larvae develop more
quickly at higher temperatures. At normal room tempera-
tures, the entire life cycle of a flea is about 18 days.

Several flea control products are available to control
fleas on cats and dogs. There also may be powders
and sprays to alleviate flea infestations in the home.
Vacuuming is also very effective in killing larvae in the
carpet and at picking up adults.

WASPS
An errant wasp, hornet or yellow jacket may have sur-
vived winter and ridden out the colder temperatures
within a home. Once the weather warms, queens will
begin to look for places to lay eggs and establish colo-
nies. Treating areas where wasps are seen entering and
leaving the home is key. Seal holes as soon as possible.

Although wasps help control other insect populations,
their painful stings and potentially aggressive nature can
make them challenging to have around a home. If a nest
is found, hire a professional to remove it.

SPIDERS

Many spiders are not harmful enough to humans and
pets to be much of a problem. In fact, spiders can be
helpful to have around to control the populations of
other insects. Still, many homeowners would prefer
these web-slinging friends remain outdoors. Therefore,
sealing cracks in a home’s foundation and repairing
small openings around windows and doors can help
keep spiders out. Also, alleviating moisture issues in
basements, garages or attics may keep out other bugs
that would be prey to spiders.

Homeowners can take the steps necessary to cut
down on pests in and around their homes.

Early-blooming

The arrival of spring is a welcome occurrence for
many people. Budding flowers are among the har-
bingers of spring. Spring flowers can revitalize win-
ter-weary people just when they need it most — and
provide reassurance that brighter, warmer and longer
hours of sunlight are just around the corner.

Cold-tolerant flowers are hardy enough to start
blooming before the last frosts have dissipated. Oth-
er flowers will begin to fill in as days warm a little bit
more, according to Better Homes and Gardens. Home
gardeners looking to warm up their gardens with ear-
ly blooms can use these flowers in their early-season
containers, window boxes and planting beds.

Pansies prefer cool weather, which can make
them one of the best flowers to plant in early spring
and late fall. Pansies come in a variety of colors, so
there’s bound to be an offering that will blend with
any homeowners’ landscape design.

Also known “moss phlox;” creep-
ing phlox is a short ground-cover that is a herbaceous
perennial. Phlox produces small, fragrant flowers in
dense clusters, which can attract wildlife, such as but-
terflies, to their mats across the soil surface.

Snowdrops can peek out even when
there is snow still on the ground — sometimes as ear-
ly as January and February. But their name is actually
a reference to their appearance, as snowdrops have
three white petals that hang down like drops drip-
ping off the stem.

These flowers are closely related to pansies
and, as a result, prefer cool seasons. Violets are gener-
ally slightly smaller than pansy blooms, but they can
be just as beautiful. But as with pansies, violets will
start to fade when the heat arrives.

Crocus plants are relatively small, only
reaching three to six inches in height. However, their
grass-like leaves are some of the first sprouts that can
be seen among bulb and corm plantings. Preferring
full to partial sun, these gold, purple, lavender, white,
or yellow flowers can be enjoyed during the earliest
days of spring.

Daffodil bulbs produce cheerful, yel-
low flowers in early spring. They’re one of the most
recognizable flowers thanks to their familiar shape
and fragrant aroma.

Hellebores, also called the Lenten
rose or Christmas rose, can tolerate light frosts. These
blooms get their name from the time of year when
they bloom, which is typically around the Christian
Lenten season. Despite their name, these delicate
flowers are not actually related to roses, however.

Early-blooming flowers give winter-weary gardeners
hope that spring has arrived.



Ask A Realtor

What's the best low budget
and high impact way to attract
Buyer’s to our home?

s a first impression for Buyer’s shopping for
Atheir next home a Seller is quite often best

advised above all else to clean their homes
top to bottom, inside and out. This advice may
seem obvious to some and excessive to others but
as people enter homes for sale quite often even if
the decor is not their favourite they will feel the
most drawn to homes that not only look clean,
but they also smell clean.

The checklist involved in the deep clean starts
outdoors and now that the snow has melted its
a great time to start planning to power wash the
exterior of the home, walkways and windows.
Clean the eavestroughs and address any general
maintenance requirements, drainage issues and
clear away debris. The first impression the Buyer
has starts more than 90 per cent of the time with
the online photos of the home; experiencing the
home in person engages their senses to the next
level towards the Buyer’s interest in committing
to a home. As soon as they approach the home
they may be calculating all the time that will be
required to live in the home, coupled with the
expense. Upon entering the home comments

regarding the smell of smoke, animal, food, dust,
mold and grime are usually the first things their
REALTOR® will hear. No home is perfect but
scrubbing the floors, steam cleaning carpets, using
a dehumidifier in damp spaces, painting in bright
neutral colours are all ways to attract Buyer’s looking
to commit to their next real estate investment much
sooner and to a broader group of Buyers.

If clutter is a challenge for Sellers, the discus-
sion and action plan should occur well before
their home is placed for sale. The REALTOR® they
choose will likely have an extensive action plan
they can provide to their sellers coupled with a net-
work of professionals for hire available to help with
the plan if necessary.

- Written by Connie Power

Connie Power is the Assistant Manager, Sales Representative
CNE® SRS® ABR® SRES®, Mentors and Develops New Real
Estate Sales Representatives for REIMAX Hallmark York Group
Realty Ltd., Brokerage serving York region and

beyond in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA).

Empowering you in Real Estate, Call Connie today to make an
appointment to discuss your next move at (905) 726-0856.

**Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract.

know?

Many homeowners have lofty goals for their homes.
Such plans may include extensive renovations or even
additions. While many of these projects create beautiful
changes in a home, it's important to consider the impact
that renovations can have on property value before
beginning a project. Many home improvement projects
do not add as much value as homeowners may think
they do. In fact, some homeowners “overbuild” for their
neighbourhoods. This means the amount of money
invested in improvements can likely never be recuper-
ated because the house value simply exceeds those
around by too much money. To avoid overbuilding,
homeowners can ask themselves several questions
before beginning a renovation project.

Have | examined the cost vs. value of the project?
Many home improvement resources analyze the cost
of a project versus the overall value of that project with
regard to property value. For example, a $100,000
basement remodel may not add $100,000 to the value
of the home in the event you choose to sell down the
line. It's important to know which projects provide the
best return on investment.

Will my house be the largest house in the
neighbourhood? Larger homes tend to have a lower
price per square foot, so you may not want to improve
to this extent.

Will the house blend with others in the area?
If your house will stick out like a sore thumb, it will
detract from its own value and could impact the value
of other homes in the area.

DPS countertops

GRANITE . QUARTZ . PORCELAIN

Showroom:
16650 Jane Street, King
905-503-2222

www.DPScountertops.ca

With puasstunsg of ¥ sy, 0 of coundeiiops
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GREAT SAVINGS g

at Aurora Home Hardware

STEP
CHARCOAL
GREY

CLASSIC BRAND ALSO
HAS A WIDE SELECTION
OF QUARTZ VANITY TOPS
& MIRRORS.

BUYANOWE
ANDISAVE

Come and see
the difference CLASSIC BRAND HANDLES & KNOBS INCLUDED

Home Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How.

hardware 289 Wellington St. E, Aurora

building centre 005-727-4751




By Julien Laurion
The Big Tuna of Real Estate

SH{]‘HEH BEER .

Hi Julien. | recently inherited @ home
from a family member and | have some
money saved to renovate the Master
bathroom. A friend sent me a photo of
a bathroom with a ‘shower beer’ fridge
built into the wall beside the custom
shower with the same tile to match and
it looked slick. | am a beer enthusiast
and | think this would be great! What
do you think? Sincerely IPA4LIFE

Greetings IPA4LIFE! What a unique idea! Thank
you for sending me a photo to see the idea in action.

As a craft beer lover, I personally think it would
be a cool way to spice up the bathroom; however,
this would not be for everyone. If you are deter-
mined to do this, there are some ways to build it so
as not to hurt your resale options.

To ensure you get the look you want with the
“built-in” effect, you will need to install an electri-
cal outlet behind the unit. I would have the elec-
trician install two outlets, one near the top of the
built-in and the other at the bottom. Once the tile

is installed, I would then drill the shelf pin holes in
the middle of the built-in.

Why do all this? Well I am thinking of resale.
With this approach to installation the unique
shower beer fridge could either stay or go. If the
new owner doesn't like the idea as much as you do
they now have a built-in option to turn into a shelf
for storage and use of electrical items such as tooth-
brushes or a hair dryer.

Unique ideas in homes are both a blessing and
a curse. They can help your home stand out but, in
most cases, they do not add much in value and can
hinder the sale of your home.

IPA4LIFE, I always advise my clients to consider
the next buyer. If you would like to discuss this in per-
son, as a fellow beer lover, you can find me at the Op-
timist Beer tasting event May 11th in Aurora, Cheers!

Who is Big Tuna,

The Renovating Realtor?
Julien Laurion AKA Big Tuna,

is a local Real Estate Sale Representative with
RE/MAX Hallmark York Group Realty in Aurora.
| am a real estate agent who has expertise in both
Real Estate and Renovations and have been
involved in this community for over 20 years.
If you have a question for my monthly article
or if you are considering buying,

selling or leasing a home please feel free

to call or email me directly at (416) 402-5530

or julien@bigtuna.ca or by alternatively by
visiting my website www.bigtuna.ca

or Facebook page @bigtunarealty

How many times have you sat on the
sofa pouring over a home magazine
wishing your rooms could be ripped
from its pages?

Some people are gifted with a natural talent to impart
a space with perfectly balanced colors and schemes that
fit with one’s lifestyle and design preferences. Others are
not as equipped. But that doesn't mean design has to
suffer. An interior designer with knowledge and resourc-
es who's in your comer can make all the difference.

Many people are hesitant to bring in professional de-
signers because of cost. But contrary to popular belief,

working with an interior decorator is not something re-
served for the rich and famous. Designers actually can
save homeowners money in the long run. A good design-
er will choose the right amount of high-quality elements
that will be durable and timeless. This means less money
will ultimately be spent on replacing cheap materials or
redesigning rooms that have gone out of style.

According to the design experts at Homepolish, uti-
lizing a designer to transform a space can create rooms
that are more in tune and balanced with homeowners’
needs — helping to improve mood and functionality.
That can extend to other areas of a person’s life and
well-being. Putting the task of designing a home’s
interior in someone else’s hands frees up time to focus
on other projects as well.

Reasons to hire an interior designer

Designers can look at a space with a careful eye
and not be influenced by items that have sentimental
attachment. He or she can help decide if anything
should be repurposed or removed. Plus, an interior
designer can help homeowners stay on budget.

Designers also can serve as liaisons for clients who
have difficulty communicating with builders and archi-
tects. Designers are trained to think about things that
homeowners tend to overlook, such as placement of
lighting, outlets and room flow. He or she also likely has
contacts within the industry that can be utilized, saving
even more time and money.

A good designer can be worth the investment.
The end results will be an interior that homeowners will
be proud to call home.

I HAVE QUALIFIED BUYERS FOR PROPERTIES IN KING!

RF/M M@) j{;”‘;,
:J"r uw/
HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD. ,;L
=
‘-ul‘-'z-wm/

JULIANNEBOILEAU@HOTMAIL.COM

DIRECT: 416-418-6683
OFFICE: 905-727-1941

TIME2BUY-SELL.COM

Picture your
home here!

I have qualified buyers in
York who want your home.
Call me today, and start packing!
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2 Acres Situated In An Exceptional Neighborhood
In The Fast Growing City Of King!
Manuela Palermo 416-802-1066

This Gorgeous home features 4 Bedrooms with
an en-suite bath in each room. Located in very
desirable area of King City. Only 2 years old.

Superior lot, Rebuild Site!
Desirable neighbourhood in King City.
Ray Haydar 416-839-3054

Manuela Palermo 416-802-1066

Stunning Zancor Home Built on Ravine Lot!
Located in Prestigous King City!
Katherine Klaric 647-984-4141

Great Opportunity To Live In A Stunning 1 Year Old,
Mattamy Home In The Prestigious
Community Of Kleinburg!

Manuela Palermo 416-802-1066

Gorgeous 4200 Sq. Ft. Of Custom-Built

Executive Luxury Living Space In One Of

Richmond Hill's Most Prestigious Areas.
Michael Maniaci 416-992-8287

¢ Sl

REAL ESTATE INC e« BROKERAGE

Leading Luxury Specialists

RARELY OFFERED 3 BEDROOM CONDO 1080gsft
at Lawrence and Bathurst, Upgraded Kitchen, Low

Maintenance Fees, Huge Balcony. High Demand Building.

Call Al for details Alessandro Desimone 416-799-8000

New Luxury Home located in Prestigious King City,
Fantastic Fully Finished Basement ready
for Nanny or In Law Suite.
Katherine Klaric 647-984-4141

Marnuela Palermo

Managing Partner, Broker
416-802-1066

£,
&

!

7

Glenn M. Hart
416-803-2887

Katherine Klavic
Sales Representative
647-984-4141

R

Sales Representative
416-992-8287

Sales RepreSentative
416-839-3054

Sales Representative
416-799-8000

1700 King Road, Unit 22, King City 905-539-9511 info@foresthillelite.com | www.foresthillelite.com “§ (O

- N
SHERWOOD

MORTGAGE GROUP

Tel: 416-892-6565

JOE MAN DAR'NO Mortgage Agent

jmandarino@sherwoodmortgagegroup.com

Call Me Today.... Your King City Mortgage Professional!!
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Real Estate Market Update — Aurora

IN VALUE

calm start to the Spring market yet with
A;O per cent more action takers buying
9 homes of all descriptions in Aurora in

March compared to last year. The median price
of a home was also slightly stronger in 2019 at
$805, 000. There were 237 homes placed for sale
and at months end 302 homes remained. At this
current rate of sales that means there is about
4.4 months of inventory for the demand. Seller’s
typically received 98 per cent of their asking price.
The Toronto Real Estate Board also reports that
homes typically sold in 20 days which is 6 days
stronger than last year however further investiga-
tion is always better to be done on each address
of the homes a Buyer may be interested in. In the
near future there will be a new statistic more read-
ily available about the individual Property Days
on Market which will capture if the home has
been placed for sale more than once and what is the
cumulative days the home has been on the market.
The average value of detached homes in Aurora
has reduced to $1,092,934 2.3 per cent less than in

SEMI'S SPIKE

2018. Semi-detached homes had a price increase
to $788,960 as the average which is a 20 per cent
jump in price, and townhomes also had an 8.4 per
cent increase in value to $755,184 when compared
to the same time last year as a notable improve-
ment for Sellers considering placing their Aurora
semi or townhome for sale this Spring.

For a thorough analysis and discussion and a
development of a custom buyer or seller action
plan call a REALTOR® today.

- Written by Connie Power

Connie Power is the Assistant Manager, Sales Representative
CNE® SRS® ABR® SRES®, Mentors and Develops

New Real Estate Sales Representatives for REIMAX Hallmark
York Group Realty Ltd., Brokerage serving York region

and beyond in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA).

Empowering you in Real Estate, Call Connie today to make an
appointment to discuss your next move at (905) 726-0856.

*The statistics provided herein were obtained from the Toronto

Real Estate Board; Market Watch March 2019 and the Summary of
Existing Home Transactions of all home types, March 2018, 2019 for
all TREB Areas and Regional Housing Market Tables;

York Region, Aurora for March 2018, 2019.

**Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract.

Make moving

It should come as no surprise that
spring kicks off one of the busiest times
of year in the housing market. Warm
weather makes it more comfortable

to see and display homes, leading to
more listings and open houses.

With each move, the process of moving may become
more familiar. But even the most practiced nomad can
find moving to be an overwhelming experience.

Those on the cusp of moving and nervous about pack-
ing up and leaving can employ a few tricks to make
moving much easier.

RESEARCH AREAS CAREFULLY

Buyers are advised to do their research when seeking
new towns or cities to call home. There are many fac-
tors to consider, including school district ratings, prox-
imity to shopping, distance from work/commute times,
availability of transportation, climate, and crime ratings.
Before falling in love with a particular home, potential
buyers can visit the area in which the home is located
during a typical weekday to get a feel for the atmo-
sphere. Check out shopping centers, observe the res-
idents and drive by the schools and businesses. This
can help paint an accurate picture that may or may not
differ from that depicted in the real estate listing.

STACK THE DECK

Working with qualified professionals who have gone
through the moving process before can make for easier
work for buyers and sellers. Ask for recommendations

MUCH easier

regarding real estate companies, real estate attorneys,
home inspectors, insurance agents, and all of the other
people who will assist with buying, selling and moving.
Carefully vet these professionals, relying on third-party
reviews as well as any information provided by the Bet-
ter Business Bureau.

SECURE TEMPORARY STORAGE

It can help to put some belongings into a storage cen-
ter prior to moving, and then gradually take items from
the storage unit to your new home. This will free up
space to make repairs to your new home and give you
time to figure out decorating schemes while ensuring
clutter won't get in the way of renovation projects. New
homeowners also can take their time sorting through
boxes and getting rid of items they may not need in
their new homes.

GET ESTIMATES AND VERIFY LICENSING

The BBB advises consumers to verify all licensing for
movers. Solicit at least three in-home estimates and
get those figures in writing. Confirm insurance cover-
age for the company chosen, and be sure to have all
agreed upon information spelled out explicitly in a writ-
ten contract. Red flags to consider include movers who
don’t make on-site inspections for estimates and those
who demand payment in advance before the move.

HAVE A FIRST-WEEK SURVIVAL KIT

New homeowners can pick up takeout restaurant
menus and premade grocery store meals. In addition,
stock up on staples such as paper plates, toilet
tissue, light bulbs, and cleaning supplies in advance
of the move so you won't have to unpack everything
at mealtime or when you want to clean after arriving
at your new home.

Let locations inspire design

Homeowners looking to add flair to their homes
can find inspiration anywhere. Style can even be tai-
lored to reflect places homeowners have visited.

Whether they call to mind the narrow streets of
London, the sand-bleached beaches of a Caribbean
island or the urban buzz of New York City, designs
can reflect oné’s travels and evoke some of the same
feelings homeowners got when visiting their favou-
rite places. Professional interior designers often pull
inspiration from unique places, and so can home-
owners who love to travel.

Those who want to illustrate their wanderlust
through their home’s decor can consider these tips.

WORK WITH COLOURS

Think about the colours that signify a particular lo-
cale and bring those hues into the space. The colour
palettes of the beach, for example, include grays,
beiges, blues, and greens. The popularity of gray-
tone neutrals allows homeowners to bring in these
colours as a neutral backdrop, and then add a splash
of whimsy with a few decorative accents.

TRY NATURAL MATERIALS

Vacation hotspots like Hawaii, Southern California
and other areas of the Pacific tend to put heavy em-
phasis on natural materials. Items like bamboo, sea
grass, stones, and woven baskets can invite the out-
doors into a home.

EMBRACE THE VIBE

Urban centres are awash in energy and colour. This
spirit can be reflected with modern architecture, bold
prints, metallic accents, and innovative lighting.

Pick an inspiration piece
Homeowners can direct their focus to one particular
memento from a vacation or excursion. A vivid piece
of artwork, a piece of furniture, a sculpture, or even a
wardrobe element can serve as a catalyst for an entire
room. Use this piece to match colours and textures.
Remember, to evoke the spirit of an area when
decorating, keep it subtle. Too many details or over-
the-top replication might seem like one is dressing a
stage set rather than his or her home.
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RE/MAXW
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TRENDS

RE/MAX HALLMARK TRENDS GROUP REALTY

Brokerage, Independently Owned and Operated

KING LUXURY LIVING
@6% o (Sell, with

Re/Max Hallmark Trends Group Realty

Ana Pronio

Broker of Record

C. 416.528.0330
ana@trendsrealtyinc.com

121 Robert Berry Cres. King City
This breathtaking executive 3300 sq.ft. home shows like a model and sits on a 150ft premium lot! Beautifully
appointed & designed using the finest materials. Stunning Chefs Kitchen with quartz tops, marble backslash
&centreisland & top of the line built-in appllances +More!! contact Sal Zappulla, Sales Representative

316 Kettleby Rd., King
Located in the Village of Kettleby this renovated homesits on a picturesque 1/3 of an acre property!
Features indude a new kitchen with island, quartz counters, plank flooring, mud room, large windows, new

59 (SW@W

This breathtaking Mansion is a vision of
elegance boasting 7000 sq. ft. of living space,
beautifully appointed design detail, a finished
basement with nanny’s quarters, 2 loggias,
cabana, pergola, salt water pool and professional
landscaping. Contact Ana Pronio, Broker

bathrooms and more... Contact Maria Ongaro, Broker or Jasmine Smith Sales Representative.

206 Patricia Drive, King City
Located In the Heart of King ity this property features a 100 x 196 foot lot in a neighbourhood undergoing
extensive redevelopmentand constructlon of Multl Mllllon dollar Homes. Contact Ana Pronio, Broker

+ 3 Models to choose from

+3 Bedroom

+ Open Concept

« Exceptional features

+ Approx. 2500 sqft of living space

383 Dyson Rd., Pickering
Artfully crafted 4 bedroom, 5 bathroom custom home W|th striking exterior and thoughtful layout. Ideal
forgrand entertaining in the desirable Rosebank Area!! For more info contact Sal Zappulla.

905-833-0111

www.trendsrealtyinc.com
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Wasaga Beach Luxury Townhomes

STARTING FROM
THE LOW 600’S

HAVE YOU DREAMT OF OWNING A LUXURY TOWNHOME BY THE BEACH?

+9and10 foot ceilings

+Hardwood flooring

+ 2 balconies

« Steps to the beach

+ Walking distance from the main strip

Proudly presented by Anthony Rotundo Sales Representive Re/Max Hallmark Trends Group 416-457-4988

WHAT’S YOUR HOME WORTH?

Call us for a complimentary
Market Value Assessment




