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JUST LISTED IN EAST GWILLIMBURY!!

Incredible property with 5.59 acres with pond and beautifully 
cleared and tastefully treed areas! Special features include 
lovely, 3+ 1 bedroom home w/ reno’d kitchen and bathrooms & 
2 car garage and special bonus separate workshop with two-
piece bathroom Plus self-contained renovated apartment over 
top of workshop! Just minutes to Newmarket and all amenities!

$1,499,900

JUST LISTED IN EAST GWILLIMBURY!!

Minutes to town and amenities you will fi nd this 2 Acre 
oasis with Spectacularly renovated executive 3+2 bedroom 
bungalow, Plus renovated fi nished basement apartment, 
Plus newer 40 x 50 ft Garage/workshop, Plus newer Pool 
with pavilion, Plus Pond with deck and pergola! Plus stunning 
renos throughout + Metal Roofs!! Wow, this one has it all!

$2,050,000

HOT NEW SHARON LISTING!

Don’t miss this exceptionally large, 3400 sq. ft. Sharon two-
story family home with lots of renovations, including gorgeous 
huge reno’d  kitchen, renovated bathrooms, new windows, 
beautifully fi nished basement, two offi ces, and so much more! 
All on under half acre landscaped lot with 3 Car Garage and just 
minutes to Cinemas, shops, restaurants, hwy 404 & GO train!!

$1,975,000

•  www.theauroran.com
•  www.kingsentinel.com
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Se Volete Vendere o Avete Intensioni di Comprare Una Casa,
Chiamatemi E Vi Prometto Che Rimarrete Soddisfatti!

MARIA
GUADAGNOLO

“Chiamatemi, Parlo Italiano!”

Thinking of selling?  
We are ready to help you obtain top dollars for your property!

NANCY FAGAN
S a l e s  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e

THINKING ABOUT BUYING OR SELLING?  
 Call

Independently Owned & Operated

10473 Islington Ave.,
Kleinburg

905-607-2000  
Cell: 905-626-1359

West Realty Inc.

CONTACT

MARK 
SCIULLI

 (416) 710-3661
 MARK.S@ROCKINC.CA

MORTGAGEMANMARK.CA

WHY USE A MORTGAGE BROKER?

I WORK FOR YOU, NOT THE BANKS 
1 ON 1  SERVICE

Purchases 
Refi nance 

Poor Credit
Investment Properties 

Debt Consolidation 
Home Equity Line

Leading 
with heart:

Lindsay Strom’s impact  
in real estate and her  
commitment to community
Lindsay Strom is a licensed real 
estate professional and Lead 
of Key Advantage, a local team 
with Royal LePage RCR Realty.

She has built a successful and thriving career 
deeply rooted in family, community, and in-
novation. Her journey in real estate began at 

a young age. As a teen, Lindsay worked at the front 
desk of Royal LePage, where her mother, Susie Strom,  
was a realtor. This early exposure to the industry 
sparked her interest and paved the way for her future 
career. After graduating from Western University 
with a degree in Media Information & Technology, 
Lindsay initially pursued a career in advertising. 
However, her passion for real estate ultimately led 
her back to the family business.

In 2011, Lindsay earned her real estate license and 
joined her mother in the business. Together, they 
worked to expand their clientele across York Region,  
building lasting relationships with their clients.  
In 2019, Lindsay and her mother launched the Key 
Advantage brand, focusing on providing exceptional  
service to clients. As the business grew, Lindsay  
took over her mother’s role as Team Lead, continu-
ing to evolve Key Advantage into a modern and  
innovative real estate brand. She integrated cutting-
edge tools and technology into the business, ensuring  
they were always at the forefront of the real estate 
market while maintaining a strong focus on a service- 
oriented approach.

Community involvement is central to Lindsay’s values,  
and as an active member of the Aurora community, 
she is passionate about giving back. Aurora offers 
numerous programs and events for families, and as 
a mother of three, Lindsay personally enjoys these 
opportunities with her family. She is a volunteer 
and strong supporter of the Aurora Sports Hall of 
Fame, being a proud hockey mom. Key Advantage 
also hosts an annual Community Pop-Up Market in 
Aurora, inviting local small business owners to come 
and share their own passion for their businesses, 
providing a platform for them to connect with the 
community, showcase their products and services,  
and foster a spirit of collaboration and support 
among local entrepreneurs.

Lindsay’s commitment to continuous learning and 
personal growth led her to obtain her Broker’s License  
during the pandemic lockdown, allowing her to  
elevate the Key Advantage team and enhance client 
service. Known for her genuine empathy and ability 
to connect with others, Lindsay’s magnetic energy 
has earned her deep, meaningful relationships with 
clients, colleagues, and friends.

Professionally, Lindsay thrives in human connection,  
and personally, she maintains a positive and optimis-
tic outlook on life. She believes that mindset and our 
connection to the universe play key roles in shaping 

our destinies. Outside of real estate, Lindsay enjoys 
fitness, astrology, wine, home décor, golf, and skiing.

Believing that “home” should be a safe space for ev-
eryone, Lindsay has incorporated charitable giving 
into the very fabric of Key Advantage. The business 
donates a portion of every commission to the Royal 
LePage Shelter Foundation, which supports women 
and children who have experienced intimate partner 
violence. Lindsay’s dedication to this cause is evident 
in her personal involvement with the Royal LePage 
Shelter Foundation and her advocacy for the work it 
does to provide shelter, counseling, and a fresh start 
for those who need it most. 

This October, Lindsay will take on a new challenge 
combining her love for adventure with her com-
mitment to helping others. She will participate in a  
100 km charity trek across Cambodia in support of 
the Royal LePage Shelter Foundation. Lindsay will 
be traveling alongside other RLP Shelter Foundation  
champions from across Canada to trek for five days, 
raising funds to support women and children affected  
by intimate partner violence. To participate, each 
trekker must raise at least $6,000, and Lindsay has 
set a personal goal of raising $15,000. The funds  
will be split, with 80% benefiting Sandgate Women’s  
Shelter of York Region and 20% supporting national 
programs that help prevent domestic violence. This 
trek will be physically and emotionally demanding, 
but Lindsay is committed to the cause and is preparing  
for the challenge by training both mentally and 
physically.

The Royal LePage Shelter Foundation has raised more 
than $46 million to date, supporting over 50,000 
women and children each year through various  
programs. The foundation provides safe shelter, coun-
seling, and programs that help survivors rebuild their 
lives and heal from their experiences of abuse. Lindsay 
is proud to be a part of this important initiative and is 
excited to contribute to its continued success.

Lindsay’s dedication to helping others extends be-
yond real estate, and her upcoming trek is just one 
example of how she uses her platform to make a dif-
ference. As she trains for this life-changing journey, 
she looks forward to continuing her work in real 
estate and contributing to causes that improve lives.

Written by Heather Eickmann

...Believing that “home” should  
be a safe space for everyone, 
Lindsay has incorporated  
charitable giving into the very 
fabric of Key Advantage...
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LIST WITH ONE OF YORK REGION’S

TOP 50 AGENTS!

BROKER

Rocco Racioppo

Executive Home! $2,688,000
Over 6000 sqft of total living space renovated with 

the last year. Situated on a large 65x175ft. lot.
 Call Rocco today!

Affordable Luxury! $1,595,900
Open concept home with hi-end kitchen. 

9ft ceilings, fi nished basement. 
Call Rocco today!

Dreaming of Summer? $1,880,000
Private backyard with inground 

pool on court location.
Call Rocco today!

Afforable Luxury! $1,499,900
Open concept home in a high demand area. 9ft ceilings 

on Main Floor. Great basement apartment in the 
fi nished walkout basement. Call Rocco today!

Modern Luxury! $1,828,000
Approx. 15 years old. Open concept home with 

9ft. ceilings on a quiet court. 4 bedrooms, 3 full en-suites 
& an outstanding custom kitchen. Call Rocco today!

6 Clifford Fairbarn, Queensville
Sold for $1,440,000.

Call today for a free market evaluation!

PROPERTIES NOW AVAILABLE!

REMEMBER... YOU GET
THE RIGHT RESULTS WITH ROCCO!

905-841-4787
ROCCORACIOPPO.COM
OVER 40 YEARS OF AWARD WINNING SERVICE

Call rocco today for a 
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

SOLD

In today's fast-paced  
real estate market, where  
competition among buyers  
can be fierce, it's not uncommon 
to encounter a situation where 
you're asked to waive certain 
conditions in order to make  
your offer more appealing. 

One of the most debated conditions is the home  
inspection. But should you ever waive a home  
inspection? While it may seem tempting to make 
your offer stand out, there are significant risks  
involved. Here's a look at why waiving a home  
inspection may not always be the best decision.

WHAT IS A HOME INSPECTION?
A home inspection is a thorough examination of  
a property's condition. A licensed inspector looks at 
various elements, including the foundation, roofing,  
plumbing, electrical systems, and appliances. The 
goal is to identify any potential issues or hidden 
problems that could require costly repairs in the 
future. The inspection typically happens after an  
offer has been made and before the closing, giving 
the buyer an opportunity to back out or negotiate  
repairs based on the findings.

WHY SOME BUYERS WAIVE A HOME INSPECTION
In competitive markets, especially in areas with low 
inventory, some buyers waive a home inspection  
in hopes of making their offer more attractive to  

sellers. A seller might receive multiple offers, and  
one without a home inspection condition could be 
more appealing because it reduces the likelihood of 
delays or negotiations over repair requests.

Buyers may also waive inspections if they are con-
fident in their ability to spot issues on their own or 
if they’re planning to renovate the home extensively 
anyway. Others might feel that the risk of uncovering 
a major problem outweighs the potential benefits of 
the inspection.

THE RISKS OF WAIVING A HOME INSPECTION
While waiving the inspection might help in getting 
your offer accepted, it comes with significant risks. 
Without a professional’s opinion, there’s no guar-
antee that you’ll uncover all of the home's hidden  
issues. What might seem like a dream home could  
have underlying problems that aren’t immediately 
obvious, such as:

• Foundation Issues: Cracks in the foundation could 
indicate major structural problems that might cost 
tens of thousands of dollars to repair.

• Electrical or Plumbing Problems: Hidden faults in 
the electrical system or plumbing could pose a safety 
risk and lead to expensive repairs.

• Pest Infestation or Mold: You might unknowingly 
purchase a property with a severe pest problem or 
mold that could require costly remediation.

• Roof Leaks: Roof damage or leaks might not be  
visible until significant damage has already occurred.

Without an inspection, the responsibility for any 
costly repairs or maintenance falls entirely on the 
buyer, potentially leading to unexpected financial 
burdens shortly after moving in.

WHEN IS IT OKAY TO WAIVE A HOME INSPECTION?
Despite the risks, there are certain circumstances 
where waiving a home inspection may make sense.  

For example:

• New Construction Homes: If you're buying a newly 
built home, it’s often less likely to have significant 
hidden issues. Builders are usually required to meet 
specific standards, and the home may still be under 
warranty.

• As-Is Properties: If you're purchasing a home  
"as-is" and are willing to take on repairs, you might 
decide to waive the inspection. However, this  
decision should still be made with caution and after 
carefully considering the potential risks.

• Strong Market Conditions: In an extremely competi-
tive market, waiving a home inspection might be the 
only way to get your offer accepted. However, in such 
cases, it's vital to have a thorough understanding  
of the risks involved and to be prepared to deal with 
any unforeseen issues.

ALTERNATIVES TO WAIVING AN INSPECTION
If you're determined to compete in a hot market but 
don’t want to waive your inspection altogether, there 
are a few alternatives to consider:

• Pre-Inspection: Some buyers schedule an inspection 
before submitting an offer. This way, you know what 
issues to expect and can make an informed decision 
without waiting until the offer is accepted.

• Shortened Inspection Condition Period: If you want 
to make your offer more appealing but still want 
some protection, you can offer a shorter inspection 
window. This reduces the amount of time the seller 
has to wait for you to conduct your inspection.

In most cases, waiving a home inspection is a risky 
move. While it can make your offer more attractive 
in a competitive market, it puts you at risk of inher-
iting costly, unforeseen problems. It’s crucial to weigh 
the potential benefits against the risks before deciding  
to waive this important step in the home-buying  
process. Always consult with a real estate professional 
or lawyer to ensure you’re making an informed deci-
sion based on your unique situation. 

At the Michele Denniston Real Estate Group, we’re 
committed to helping you navigate Ontario’s real  
estate market. Whether you’re buying or selling, we  
offer expert guidance to ensure a smooth, successful 
transaction. For personalized advice, contact Michele 
at (416) 433-8316 or michele@micheledenniston.com.

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

TO INSPECT OR NOT TO INSPECT: 
Should you ever waive  

a home inspection?
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93 QUEEN STREET, NEWMARKET 
$1,129,900

67 ATTRIDGE DRIVE, AURORA 
$1,649,000

99 DEERHORN CRESCENT, AURORA 
$1,825,000

99 MOSLEY STREET, AURORA 
$1,599,000

HOME.  IT ’S  WHO WE ARE.HOME.  IT ’S  WHO WE ARE.

K E Y A DVA N TAG E . C A   |   9 0 5 . 8 3 6 . 1 2 1 2   |   I N F O @ K E Y A DVA N TAG E . C A

SUSIE STROM
REALTOR ®

LINDSAY STROM
BROKER

#409-250 DAVIS DRIVE, NEWMARKET

SOLD

Ken Pratt CSP 
Salesperson

Office: 905-936-2121 Direct: 705-796-6753
kenpratt@century21.ca • www.century21.ca/KenPratt

CALL TODAY TO BOOK A SHOWING

Welcome to this beautifully maintained  
all-brick raised bungalow.

3+1 bedrooms 2+1 baths, ideal for extended family  
or second suite. Large lot with mature trees and gardens. 

With the changing tide in house building, large lots like  
this won’t be duplicated in such a great family friendly  

hamlet like Everett.  http://www.70Moore.com 
SCAN FOR MORE INFO

5 Home 
renovations  
that will save  
you money

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

(NC) Home renovations can  
transform your space, making  
it more beautiful, functional  
and valuable. But did you know 
some upgrades can also save 
you money in the long run?  
Here are five smart  
renovations to consider:
SEAL AIR LEAKS
Air leaks around windows, doors, cracks and even 
ceiling light fixtures can let out warm or cool air, 
making your HVAC system work harder. Air sealing 
is an affordable and effective way to reduce energy 
costs, increase comfort and create a healthier indoor 
environment - making it a perfect first step in any 
renovation.

UPGRADE YOUR WINDOWS
Did you know that up to 30 percent of your home’s 
heating energy can escape through the windows? 
Start small by re-caulking or weather-stripping  
to seal drafts and consider replacing your windows 
with more efficient models in the long run. These 
fixes can cut energy costs while keeping your home 
comfortable.

CONSERVE WATER WITH MODERN FIXTURES
If your bathroom or kitchen fixtures are old or leaky, 
now’s the time to make the switch. Modern low-flow 
showerheads, faucets and toilets are designed to  

conserve water without sacrificing performance. 
These upgrades can lower your utility bills and help 
the environment at the same time.

INVEST IN ENERGY-EFFICIENT  
APPLIANCES AND SYSTEMS
Energy-efficient appliances are a great way to reduce 
your utility bills while helping the environment. 
Think beyond the basics - like a new fridge or wash-
er - and consider upgrading your heating system. 
Replacing a furnace or boiler with an electric heat 
pump, for example, can provide reliable heating and 
cooling year-round while saving you hundreds of 
dollars every month.

EMBRACE ECO-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING
Eco-friendly landscaping offers more than just curb 
appeal; it can save you time and money, too. Native  
plants and shrubs require less maintenance and  
water, while strategically placed trees will eventually 
provide shade in summer to lower cooling costs. This 
approach is a win for both your wallet and the planet.

FUNDING YOUR NEXT HOME RENOVATION PROJECT
To make these eco-friendly renovations more afford-
able, explore available rebates and grants, like the Oil 
to Heat Pump Affordability program, which offers 
upfront payments to help low- to median-income 
households switch to cleaner heating sources. Addi-
tionally, the Canada Greener Homes Loan provides 
interest-free financing for energy-efficient upgrades. 
Some municipalities, provinces or territories may 
also have local incentive programs to consider.

Learn more about funding for eco-friendly home 
renovations at canada.ca/heatpumps.
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(NC) A beautiful front porch welcomes you home, 
invites visitors in and can be a relaxing spot to spend 
time reading or people watching. But our unpredict-
able weather makes it hard to keep up a stylish look 
year-round. Here are some ideas you can try:

DURABLE FURNITURE
Start with good-quality furniture designed for the 
outdoors—opt for weather-resistant materials like 
teak or wrought iron, which can withstand both 
snow and rain. Add cozy touches with outdoor cush-
ions and throws made from water-resistant fabrics. 
Even better, an outdoor storage bench is the perfect 
weatherproofing solution to protect upholstered 
cushions from the elements.

THE RIGHT PLANTS
In the summer, embrace the warmer temperatures 
and create a beautiful space with potted plants like 
hardy perennials, including hostas, peonies and 

coneflowers that thrive in Canadian climates. Hang-
ing baskets can also brighten up a front porch, and 
your roof will offer some protection from hail, rain 
damage and direct sunlight.

QUALITY LIGHTING
Add warmth to your porch with sustainable lighting, 
such as solar-powered lanterns or Edison bulb string 
lights. Consider spending a little more to purchase 
resilient, weatherproof lights that are built to with-
stand outdoor conditions.

If you’re in the market for a new home this spring, a 
cozy front porch, like those featured in new commu-
nity developments like Alpine Parkcan add curb ap-
peal and make the place feel more like home, sooner. 
Learn more about the positive impacts of an attrac-
tive front porch at alpinepark.ca.

www.newscanada.com

Direct 289.221.1481 Office 365.500.8800 kellyburtrealtor@gmail.com

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How. 
Schomberg
Home hardware

17250 Hwy 27, Unit 1
(in the Foodland plaza)

905-939-HOME (4663)
Aurora
Home hardware

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora

905-727-4751

Your Community Hardware 
Store Serving York Region 

and Surrounding Areas

TRANSFORM YOUR 
BATHROOM WITH 
CLASSIC BRAND’S 
NEWEST VANITY 
COLLECTIONS!

• Window & Door Installation
• Kitchen & Bath

• Custom Deck Design
• Paint & Painting Supplies

• Stihl Dealer
• Delivery

We Offer Many In-House Services to Make Your Life Easier:

Introducing the Evolution Collection 
– a customizable bathroom vanity series 
designed to meet your unique needs. 
Choose from a vast array of door styles 
and colors that can be combined without limits!

Explore the Crush Vanity Series, 
your infl ation fi ghter! Experience exceptional value 
and premium quality for your bathroom.

Visit us today and elevate your space!

MARKET UPDATE – FEBRUARY 2025   

– Provided by Key Advantage Team Royal LePage RCR Realty 
Lindsay Strom, Broker
www.KeyAdvantage.ca  |  905-836-1212  |  info@KeyAdvantage.ca
* Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract.

*The statistics provided were obtained from the Toronto Regional Real Estate Board's Market Watch FEBRUARY 2025;  
Summary of Existing Home Transactions for All Home Types, FEBRUARY 2025 + Focus on the MLS Home Price Index for Composite,  

FEBRUARY 2025 for York Region's Aurora and King

AURORA KING
AVERAGE SALES PRICE AVERAGE SALES PRICE

NUMBER OF SALES NUMBER OF SALES

SALE TO LIST RATIO SALE TO LIST RATIO

YEAR OVER YEAR % CHANGE YEAR OVER YEAR % CHANGE

$1,147,807
AVERAGE 26 DAYS ON MARKET

$2,742,333
AVERAGE 61 DAYS ON MARKET

31
110 NEW LISTINGS

18
58 NEW LISTINGS

101% 92%

-1.58% 0.79%

Buyers seem to be in "wait and see" mode, as inventory is slowly increasing, but uncertainty about our trade rela-
tionship with the United States and affordability concerns are still at the forefront of decision making. Home sales 
were down in the GTA, compared to the same period last year, while inventory remains stable. Pricing is down year 
over year in many York Region markets, in addition to sales volume. For Buyers, it is an opportune time to negoti-
ate and include conditions, as days on market are creeping up. If trade concerns diminish and rates continue to 
lower, stronger sales activity should occur. For Sellers, having a strong pricing strategy and competitive marketing 
will ensure maximizing sales results. Open Houses are still being well traversed, and there are still a number of 
Buyers looking to secure homes in 2025, despite the current landscape. As always, it is imperative to work closely 
with your trusted advisor. In a changing landscape, Key Advantage is always here to help navigate transitions. 

How to 
decorate your  
front porch for  
all-season weather

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S
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905-841-0000
lenard lind, broker of record

905-841-0000
lenard lind, broker of record

www.lindrealty.ca

*Based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offices

15105 Yonge Street, suite 100, aurora, on l4g 1m3
(2 Blocks south of Wellington on the East Side)

lenard@lindrealty.ca

aurora’s 
top sales 
producer*

Knock-out custom built home with over 6500 sf of living space on 3 levels. 6 bedrooms, 
0.7 acre with 250 ft frontage. Magnificent backyard oasis with inviting inground saltwater 
pool. Heated shop and parking for over 20 vehicles. Huge gourmet kitchen w/custom 
island & cabinetry. Curb appeal and much more! Hardwood floors.

4500 SF MASTERPIECE WITH POOL- BRADFORD

$1,999,888

Stone & Brick builders own home! 11 ft – 22 ft ceilings! Plank Floors on 3 levels! Open Concept Plan! 
4+1 Bedroom with ensuites and custom organized closets, professional finished walk-up lower level 
with nanny or granny suite, gym, rec room and 3pc/2pc washrooms and two separate entrances!! 
Upgrades galore! Inviting inground pool and professionally landscaped!

KENNEDY STREET WEST AURORA 5200 SF POOL FINISHED BASEMENT

$4,498,888

It’s a beauty! Demand Southwest Aurora location steps to park and nature! Updated centre island 
kitchen with quarts counters! Kitchen ‘open’ to spacious family room! Updated baths! Updated 
hwd laminate - vinyl floors! Fresh modern decor! Professionally finished lower level recreation 
room, play room, 5th bedroom/Den and 2pc bath!

60 FOOT LOT! 4+1 BEDROOM! RENOVATED! FINISHED BASEMENT!

$1,668,888

Wow Simply Sensational new build! Soaring 11 ft ceiling ground floor! 10 ft 2nd floor & bsmt! Hwd plank! ‘Open concept’ 
plan! Main floor den! ‘Gourmet’ Chef’s centre island kitchen w/quartz counters & butler’s pantry! Huge fam  room w/
custom gas fp & palatial wdws. Primary br w/enticing ensuite & organized his & hers w/i closet! Ensuite baths & organized 
w/i in all bedrooms! Bright prof fin ‘open concept’ lower level w/u bsmt with inlaw potential!

KENNEDY STREET WEST SHOW STOPPER W/FIN WALK-UP BSMT!

$3,298,888

Prime Muskoka Commercial Property! Investors / End Users / Live & Work!  Windermere & Raymond 
Road (Muskoka Lakes) High visibility. Year-round traffic! 3000 SF commercial building incl 1000 SF 
2-bay auto repair shop with 2023 clean ESA parking for 35 cars! Plus 1000 SF renovated 3 bedroom 
bungalow! Zoning allows for multiple uses including Cannabis retail!

11 ACRES, 700 FT FRONTAGE, MUSKOKA LAKES, RETAIL / HOME

$1,198,888

Discover paradise with this 4+2-bed, 6-bath luxury property at Big Bay Point. Nestled between a deeded beach on 
Lake Simcoe’s Kempenfelt Bay and vibrant Friday Harbour, enjoy resort-style living with forest views, an outdoor 
kitchen, fire pit, cedar sauna, gym, and pergola. Entertain or unwind in a spacious 3242 SF home with a 4-car 
garage, dual driveways, and room for recreational toys. Embrace a dream lifestyle!

SHOW STOPPER CUSTOM HOME, BIG BAY POINT

$1,888,888

140 TEMPERANCE ST, AURORA, OPEN HOUSE SAT & SUN, MARCH 22 & 23, 2-4PM!

SURVIVING THE 
HOMEFRONT:  
Real estate, renovations 
and the 2025 chaos

Welcome to 2025, where  
interest rates do the cha-cha, 
the housing market plays  
hard to get, and supply  
chains still think they’re on  
a pandemic-era vacation. 
If you’re trying to buy, sell, or renovate a home in this 
wild economy, you might feel like you need a crystal 
ball, a stiff drink, or both. But fear not! That’s where 
I come in—your friendly neighbourhood realtor and 
contractor, here to make sense of the madness.

INTEREST RATES: THE ULTIMATE PLOT TWIST
Remember when interest rates were so low you could 
buy a house for the price of a good pizza? Yeah,  
that’s over. Now, rates fluctuate like a politician’s 
promises—one minute hopeful, the next a gut punch. 
But does that mean you should sit tight and wait?  
Not necessarily.

Here’s the thing: the market is always moving. While 
some buyers are hesitating, others are swooping in, 
snagging deals with less competition. Sellers, on 
the other hand, need to be strategic—pricing right, 
staging well, and making those small but powerful 
upgrades that push buyers over the edge. And when 
it comes to those upgrades? Well, that’s where the 
second half of my business comes in.

THE RENOVATION REALITY: SUPPLY CHAINS  
AND STICKER SHOCK 
If you’ve tried to renovate recently, you know that 
getting materials is like winning the lottery—except 
instead of money, your prize is a slightly less delayed 
shipment of flooring. The global supply chain is  
still recovering, and costs have yet to calm down. 
Lumber, electrical components, and even basic appli-
ances seem to have taken on luxury status.

So, what’s the move? Smart renovations. Instead  
of gutting your kitchen just because HGTV said so, 
focus on projects with the best return:

4 Paint & Fixtures – A fresh coat of paint and modern 
lighting can make an outdated home feel brand new.

4 Bathrooms & Kitchens – Even minor updates, 
like new hardware or backsplash, can boost value.

4 Energy Efficiency – Government incentives for  

eco-friendly upgrades mean now is the time to consid-
er solar panels, better insulation, or efficient windows.

If you’re renovating to sell, the key is not to overdo 
it. I’ve seen people sink thousands into unnecessary 
upgrades, only to watch their dream buyers come in 
and say, “Eh, we’re ripping it all out anyway.” That’s 
why working with a realtor who’s also a contractor 
(ahem, me) can save you money and headaches.

POLITICS, TRADE, AND YOUR HOME
Government policies can shift the market overnight.  
From new housing affordability programs to trade 
restrictions affecting material costs, what happens 
in the world of politics directly impacts homeown-
ers. Right now, Canadian homebuyers are watching 
closely as policies around interest rates, foreign in-
vestment, and urban development unfold.

For investors, the rental market is another hot topic.  
With housing shortages in major cities, renting  
remains in high demand—great news if you’re 
thinking about buying an income property. But 
beware of upcoming regulations that could impact 
how you manage those investments.

SO… WHAT NOW?
Whether you’re buying, selling, or upgrading, 2025  
is all about strategy. The key to winning in this market  
is simple:

4 Stay informed – Market trends change fast. Work 
with someone who keeps up (spoiler: that’s me).

4 Be adaptable – If Plan A doesn’t work, we pivot.

4 Work with experts – Whether you need a solid 
real estate strategy, renovation advice, or both, I’ve 
got you covered.

So if you’re wondering what to do with your big-
gest investment this year, let’s talk. Whether it’s buy-
ing smart, selling for top dollar, or upgrading with  
intention, I’ll make sure you don’t just survive this 
market—you thrive in it.

Julien Laurion – All About Homes
Real Estate | Contracting | Solutions That Make Sense

I’ve got your back from start to finish.  
I’m a local Realtor who has lived in Aurora for  

more than 30 years and know it inside and out.  
With A LOT of home construction experience,  

I have an eye that will help you make informed  
decisions re: home concerns and renovations.  

Let me help you with your next big purchase/move.  
Please feel free to call or email me directly at  

416-402-5530 or julien@bigtuna.ca  
or check out my socials at @bigtunarealty

RESALE 
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Direct: 416-618-1714 • www.monicastohr.com

Monica StohrMonica Stohr

 “Opening Doors 
   to Your Dreams”

36 Award Winning Years
Top 2% in Canada*

Sales Representative

WALK-OUT BASEMENT WITH IN-LAW SUITE

Lovely updated 3 + 1 bedroom home in the heart of Aurora Heights features 
fi nished walk out basement in-law suite including enclosed hot tub/spa 
room. Open concept kitchen/family room w/ cozy fi replace walks out to 2 tier 
covered deck with outdoor gas fi re bowl. Contemporary renovated baths, 
upgr fl ooring, inviting front porch, dbl garage all within steps to nature trails 
and parks & short stroll to Yonge St. $1,298,000

*

CALL US TO LEARN HOW OUR 35+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE ALLOWS US TO DELIVER EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
THAT CONSISTENTLY GENERATES THE BEST RESULTS IN ANY MARKET CONDITION

@AvenueRealtyInc

Christopher Fusco
Broker of Record/Team Leader

416-301-4878
cfusco@avenuerealty.com

Emily B. Fusco
Broker/Team Leader

905-737-6060
efusco@avenuerealty.com

Experience the benefit of our boutique approach and 

worldwide reach that spans 5 continents and 50+ countries.

*

*

Estate Home with Amazing Hilltop Views!

Live your ultimate lifestyle dreams! Featured on
the hit TV show “Million Dollar Listing”, this rare

custom gem boasts over 13,000 sq. ft. of luxurious
living space on 2.11 acres of land! This timeless
home shows attention to detail in every corner.

This is your chance to own an exquisite luxury
home with over 4,500 sq. ft. of living space in the
prestigious Woodland Acres estate community!
Enjoy fantastic southern views, a spacious open

concept layout, and an amazing backyard!

Fantastic luxury home in the flawless community
of Islington Woods, with almost 6,000 sq. ft. of
living space! Highlights include an immaculate,

spacious chef’s kitchen and a massive, two level
backyard with unparalleled picturesque views!

This newly built townhome features an open
concept layout, a Parisian style kitchen, multiple

walk-out balconies, and fantastic finishes
throughout. The rooftop patio boasts panoramic
views and ample space for an outdoor kitchen!

Custom built estate home on 4.43 acres in a
prestigious estate community! Enjoy stunning

rooms designed by Jane Lockhart, a sun-drenched
Muskoka room, and a landscaped yard boasting

multiple entertainment areas.

Two extraordinary opportunities to build your
dream home and custom lifestyle! Come live

among the natural lush setting of the prestigious
Woodland Acres estate community on either

1.285 acres or 1.895 acres!

Backs Onto the Humber River!

Executive End-Unit Townhouse! A Private Forest Retreat!

An Estate Home Like No Other

$1,375,000$1,375,000 $5,750,000$5,750,000

$3,395,000$3,395,000
$14,000 /

Month
$14,000 /

Month

$11,900,000$11,900,000
$3,300,000
$3,600,000
$3,300,000
$3,600,000

Two Amazing Building Opportunities!

Wendy Small Bill Scott
wendysmall@royallepage.ca
www.wendysmall.com  Direct line 905.724.0717

billscott@remaxchay.com
Direct line 705.791.3479

Looking for elegance? Looking for ‘move in ready - nothing to do but 
unpack’? Your search is over - welcome to 2 Tuscany Grande in Briar Hill. 
Beautifully appointed and backing onto the golf course and ponds, this 
home will not disappoint you. Tastefully updated, this home offers an open 
concept, and spacious rooms to live, relax and entertain in. Contact me for 
your personal tour before it’s gone. Offered at $1,100,000

Absolutely stunning home in the “AWARD WINNING” community of “Briar Hill”. This open concept 
bungalow is fi nished with all the upgrades you would desire in a home and is complete with a professionally 
fi nished lower level with  walk out doors to patio and amazing gardens. The double car garage and 
larger double wide driveway allows lots of room for your guests to park Enjoy access to 36 holes of golf, 
2 scenic nature trails, and a 16,000 sq. ft “COMMUNITY CENTER” fi lled with an abundance of activities 
and events. Don’t wait until Spring to book an appointment, DO IT NOW, as this home will not disappoint.
Offered at $1,087,000
and events. Don’t wait until Spring to book an appointment, DO IT NOW, as this home will not disappoint.

Sales Representative Sales Representative

concept, and spacious rooms to live, relax and entertain in. Contact me for 
your personal tour before it’s gone. 

It’s the Small  things that make the difference Call for a private viewing

2 TUSCANY GRANDE 50 HILLCREST DRIVE

Welcome to Briar Hill 
ALLISTON’S AWARD WINNING 

ADULT LIFESTYLE COMMUNITY.

Briar Hill is a unique community – 
o ering virtually maintenance free living which 

means you can forget things like lawn care, 
exterior upkeep, exterior insurance, and spend 
your time enjoying life! Situated close to the 

Nottawasaga River and the Nottawasaga Resort, 
homeowners can take full advantage of a range 
of exciting amenities that make every day feel 

like a vacation. Enjoy the nature trails, practice 
your golf game, pick up a new hobby, enjoy 

everything the 16,000 sq. ft. Community Centre 
o ers – no matter what your vision of ideal life is, 
you’ll have the freedom to enjoy it in Briar Hill.

(NC) As the weather warms it’s 
important to make sure that the 
change in seasons does not 
cause damage to our homes.
PROTECTING YOUR HOME, especially during spring 
runoff, requires a bit of foresight, planning and support.

Here are six tips presented by TD Insurance that will 
help you take preventative measures.

1  Check your eaves and downspouts. Ensure the 
downspouts extend away from your foundation to 
allow the water to drain away from your home and 
out toward the backyard, back lane or street.

2  Inspect the grounds. Check to see if driveways, 
sidewalks, decks, around your basement and patios 
have the appropriate grading to direct water away 
from your home. Check your basement for any  
foundation cracks and have those repaired to avoid 
ongoing seepage or a sudden entrance of water.

3  A functioning sump pump can prevent flooding 
in your home so be sure to check that it is in working  
order. Consider adding back-up battery power so 
that your sump pump continues to work in the event 
of an electricity outage. If you live in an area prone to 
flooding and you don't already have a sump pump 
installed it may be something to consider.

4  Consider installing a backflow valve. In the  
event of a main sewer backup, backflow valves will 
automatically close to prevent water and sewage 

from entering your home. Backflow valves are to be  
installed on your basement sewer connections and 
are a good preventative measure.

5  While home insurance policies cover an array 
of scenarios from system ruptures to different types 
of water escapes, you may need additional coverage 
based on where you live and your exposure to water.  
Extended Water Damage Coverage and Above 
Ground Water Coverage are additional insurance 
options meant to further protect homeowners from 
water entering the home from the exterior.

6  You can also take precautionary measures  
inside your home by not storing important docu-
ments and water-sensitive valuables like artwork, 
collectables or rugs in the basement in case there 
is a flood.

Home insurance can cover you in case there is  
damage to your home during the spring thaw.  
Take some time to review your insurance policy  
or talk to an insurance advisor to make sure your 
coverage fits your needs. If you are a TD Insurance 
customer, you can review your coverage details  
directly from their app.

www.newscanada.com

6 ways to prepare your home for spring thaw

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S
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Let’s write your next chapter together.

Khalen Meredith
Broker & 
Senior Vice President, Sales

c 416.318.4317 
o 416.960.9995

kmeredith@sothebysrealty.ca

Kim Nichols 

Sales Representative & 
Senior Vice President, Sales

c 416.271.4100 
o 416.960.9995

knichols@sothebysrealty.ca
Sotheby’s International Realty Canada 

Brokerage, Independently Owned and Operated.

24 Hedgerow Court, Kleinburg
$9,800,000

4+2 Beds  |  7+3 Baths  |  1.06 Acres

The phrase “bigger is better”  
has endured for quite some time. 

Though it may be impossible to pinpoint pre-
cisely who coined the phrase, its lesson that 
larger things tend to be more valuable than 

smaller alternatives is applicable in numerous situ-
ations. But no adage is applicable to every situation, 
and in some instances, people may find that bigger 
is not better.

Downsizing is an approach many individuals  
consider after turning 50. Parents who are empty 
nesters and others nearing retirement may wonder 
if the time is right to downsize from their current 
homes. Though that’s a strategy millions of people 
have adopted over time, the decision is not always 
so simple. Individuals over 50 who are trying to  
determine if downsizing is right for them can  
consider a host of factors before making a decision.

• MONTHLY HOUSING EXPENSES: 
Before downsizing their homes, individuals should 
determine just how much they’re currently spend-
ing on housing. Individuals who have fixed-rate 
mortgages likely know the amount of their monthly 
mortgage payment, but what about maintenance? 
Home maintenance expenses fluctuate, but a careful  
examination of the previous 12 months’ expen-
ditures can give homeowners an idea of just how 
much they’re spending to maintain their proper-
ties. The number may be eye-opening, as Thumb-
tack’s “Home Care Price Index” released in the third  
quarter of 2024 revealed that the average annual 
cost to maintain a single-family home reached  
an all-time high of $10,433. If such expenses 
are preventing homeowners from building their  

retirement nest eggs, then it might be time to seek 
alternative housing.

• REAL ESTATE PRICES: 
Real estate prices have skyrocketed in recent years, 
which can be both good and bad for current home-
owners considering downsizing. Many people who 
downsize look to move from a single-family home 
into a condominium, where maintenance tasks are 
typically handled by a homeowners’ association 
(HOA). Such communities typically charge HOA 
fees, which can be minimal or considerable. In  
addition, the price of condominiums has risen in  
recent years, with the lender New American Fund-
ing reporting in early 2024 that the median sale 
price of a condo reached $341,000. So, homeown-
ers who want to downsize their homes may end up 
taking most of the profit from selling their current 
properties and reinvesting it in a costly condo. Some 
may deem that it is worthwhile, while others may 
find the cost savings of downsizing in the current 
market are negligible.

• EMOTIONAL ATTACHMENT: 
Downsizing may be considered with cost savings in 
mind, but it’s important to consider your emotional 
attachment to your current home. Many homeown-
ers over 50 raised their families in their current 
homes, and letting go of a property where so many 
memories were made can be difficult. Homeown-
ers who are not prepared to move on from proper-
ties that are meaningful to them and their families  
can consider additional ways to downsize their  
financial obligations.

Downsizing is something many homeowners over 
50 consider. Any decision regarding downsizing is 
best made after considering a range of variables. 

How to  
determine if  
the time is right 
to downsize

FOR SALE
JANE/RUTHERFORD
Stunning 1-Bedroom Condo 
with 2 Parkings plus Locker and 
large south-facing balcony. 
Steps to public transit and 
Vaughan Mills Mall - 
Maintenance Fees $603 
Taxes $2,312

BROKER, SRS, R.E.N.E., GUILD

Direct: 416.418.8303
Focused on Delivering Results Beyond Clients’ Expectations!
Se Volete Vendere o Avete Intensioni di Comprare Una Casa,

Chiamatemi E Vi Prometto Che Rimarrete Soddisfatti!

MARIA
GUADAGNOLO

“Chiamatemi, Parlo Italiano!”

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S
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*The Daryl King Team consists of 43 registered Sales Representatives. **All data compiled by Re Stats Inc. from TRREB for closed transactions +/-2.5% on volume basis in 2020. *** 
Based on data collected within Re/Max network in Canada in 2020. Not intended to solicit clients currently under contract with another Brokerage.

Your Next Home is One Scan Away – Start Searching Now!

MODERN 1+DEN SUITE WITH HUGE TERRACE
Experience upscale living in this 1-bedroom + 
den suite with a 400 sq. ft. L-shaped terrace, 
seamlessly blending indoor-outdoor living. 

Featuring new Zebra blinds, vinyl flooring, and 
an in-suite washer/dryer, this unit offers an 

open layout, modern kitchen with breakfast bar, 
and top-tier amenities. Conveniently located 

near transit, parks, and shopping!

CHATEAU-INSPIRED LUXURY WITH POOL
Nestled on a premium lot in the prestigious 

Fontainbleau community of Oak Ridges/Lake 
Wilcox, this chateau-inspired executive home 
features a 3-car garage, 10-ft ceilings, and a 

gourmet kitchen. Enjoy a private backyard oasis 
with a heated saltwater pool. Luxurious finishes, 

expansive living spaces, and thoughtful upgrades 
make this home truly extraordinary.

SPRAWLING 2+ ACRE KLEINBURG OASIS
A rare 2+ acre double lot in Kleinburg backs onto 
a scenic conservation area and river, featuring 

a fully upgraded 6-bed, 4-bath bungalow. 
Highlights include an open-concept layout, 

skylight, modern kitchen, walkout basement with 
second kitchen, and 332 ft of waterfront. Enjoy 
direct trail access, stunning views, and endless 

customization potential!

FERNBROOK HOME WITH $200K UPGRADES
This meticulously designed home boasts $200K+ 

in upgrades, an AyA chef’s kitchen with marble 
countertops, a great room with a gas fireplace, 

and an elegant dining area. Featuring 5 spacious 
bedrooms, each with an ensuite, plus a main floor 

bedroom and office. Steps to Yonge St, transit, 
shopping, golf, and top-tier amenities. 

Luxury living at its finest!

LUXURY “GREEN & SMART” HOME
This 3,800 sqft “green & smart” executive home 

sits in South Aurora’s prestigious Royal Hill 
community with lush trails and luxury living. 
Featuring 10’ ceilings, hardwood floors, and 

oversized windows, a gourmet Wolf kitchen, and 
a spa-like primary suite. The walk-out lower level 

offers endless potential. Close to parks, trails, 
transit, and amenities.

SERENE LIVING NEAR MUSSELMANS LAKE
Explore this sophisticated 4-level brick backsplit 
in Ballantrae! Boasting 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, a 

double garage, and oversized windows, this home 
offers a bright, open layout. Enjoy a functional 

kitchen, spacious living areas, a cozy family room 
with a fireplace, and a landscaped yard with 
balcony views. Conveniently close to schools, 

parks, golf, and Musselmans Lake!

LUXURIOUS ‘FERNBROOK’ EXECUTIVE HOME
This brand-new luxury home features $200K+ 
in upgrades on a prestigious Princeton Heights 

lot. Enjoy a chef’s AyA kitchen with premium 
appliances, a family room with a gas fireplace, 

and a covered loggia. Upstairs, 4 spacious 
bedrooms with ensuites and a lavish primary suite 
with a spa-like bath. Prime location near Yonge St, 

transit, shopping, golf, and top amenities!

ELEGANT EXECUTIVE HOME IN PRIME LOCATION
Welcome to this immaculate executive home 

with a 3-car garage and EV port on a premium 
fenced lot. Enjoy a chef’s kitchen, coffered-ceiling 

living room, main-floor office, and a spa-like 
primary suite. The finished walkout lower level 

features a gym, rec room with fireplace, second 
office, and ample storage. Prime location near 

top amenities!

CUSTOM HOME WITH PREMIUM UPGRADES
Brand new custom executive home being built, 
proudly situated on a 150’ lot in the sought-after 
Lake Wilcox community. Offering 4+1 bedrooms, 

5 baths, and a chef’s kitchen with quartz 
counters, custom cabinetry, Jennair appliances, 
plus a finished basement with gym, wine cellar, 

and more. Walk to Lake Wilcox Park & trails.

LUXURY TOWNHOME WITH ROOFTOP TERRACE
Experience luxury living at “The Bond on Yonge” 
in Richmond Hill. This 3-bedroom, 3-bathroom 
(1331 sqft) townhome boasts a 375 sqft private 

rooftop terrace, stainless steel appliances, quartz 
countertops, 9ft ceilings, and floor-to-ceiling 

windows. Conveniently located near Yonge Street, 
schools, parks, shops, and transit, it’s perfect for 

modern, elegant living.

LOCATION. LUXURY. LIFESTYLE.
Experience luxury at King Heights Boutique 

Condominiums in King City, with suites starting 
at $534,465. Spacious 1-3 bedroom layouts 
boast 10’ ceilings, custom cabinetry, quartz 
countertops, and Miele appliances. Enjoy 

premium amenities, including a rooftop terrace, 
fitness studio, and lounges, all steps from the GO 

station, parks, and community center.

BRAND-NEW EXECUTIVE HOME, LAKE WILCOX
Brand new executive home being built on a 

150’ lot in Lake Wilcox. This 4+1 bedroom, 5-bath 
home offers a chef’s kitchen with custom 
cabinetry, quartz counters, and premium 

appliances, plus 10’ main floor ceilings and 
elegant finishes. The finished lower level features 

a rec room, gym, wine cellar, and separate 
entrance. Walk to Lake Wilcox Park!


