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CELEBRATES MOVE TO NEW OFFICE

With success, there is
sometimes the need to expand
your workspace to offer even

better services to your clients.

he Mullin Group Royal LePage RCR has relocat-
Ted to a new office on Centennial Road in Oran-

geville that provides more space for staff, clients,
and visitors, as well as a location that offers easy access
for anyone arriving at the office. They moved into their
new space in mid October.

The Mullin Group was previously located on Riddell
Road, however, as they continued to grow, there was
need for more room as well as a desire to eliminate
the risk of visitors having to navigate the turn into the
parking lot from what is a very busy road.

The new office is bright and modern, and features a
second floor accommodating more office space.

“This is our grand opening for our new location,
explained Mullin Group Royal LePage RCR Realty
Broker, Sheila Mullin. “We were formally at 685
Riddell Road and we moved here in the middle of
October and this is now our permanent place. We
wanted a different space where we could each have
individual offices, as well as a board room where
we could host client events like a training seminar,
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ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 52 ACRE PARCELS OF LAND IN CALEDON
Million dollar views, 3 ponds & forest! 2 homes, not to mention the most unique barn/
workshop! Main house: 2 storey, 5 bedroom, 4 bath, red brick estate home with country
kitchen, main floor office, open living to dining room with fireplace, extra family room &
finished basement with a walkout to the inground pool. Original farmhouse has been recently
renovated & is now a 4 bedroom guest house. Barn with 1000 sq. ft. addition & features a
baskethall half court, bar, loft space & bathroom. Just outside Bolton & 30 minutes to Toronto.

15316 MOUNT WOLFE ROAD, CALEDON $4,499,000

investing seminars, or talks with lawyers on things
like wills. We needed a little bigger area to accom-
modate this. At our previous location it was a busy
highway on Riddell Road and we thought this
location would be safer for some of our senior clients”

As a real estate office, the Mullin Group is very
involved in community events and enjoys giving
back to the community that supports them.

With the Christmas season approaching, the Mul-
lin Group is again hosting their ‘Show you Care, with
Underware’ intiative. This allows people to drop off
brand new underwear at the office which will then
be donated to local agencies.

While many people support agencies that help
homeless people or those in transition with dona-
tions of food, clothing, or money, they may forget that
some people may arrive a shelter with only the clothes
on their back.

Donating a coat or hat is essential, but a person
really only needs one coat. Underwear is something
everyone uses and you need more than one pair.

“We just kicked off our 6th annual underwear drive
and it's in support of the men’s shelter, the youth
shelter, Family Transition Place, and the Food Bank,
Sheila explained. “We're collecting until mid Decem-
ber and are partnering with the local radio station.
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I just spoke to the ladies at the senior centre at
Chartwell (retirement living) and they are going to
set a box to collect there as well. The Orangeville
Wolves hockey team are also doing a drive, so this
initiative has really gained traction over the years.
We thought that this is something people who are
homeless, or have food insecurity, underwear is
not something they are splurging on. We thought
we could show we care with underwear. At some
facilities, for example, Choices Youth Shelter, they
are fleeing a situation where they dont have any
clothes. Underwear is one of the fundamentals we
tend forget about”

The Mullin Group is also a big supporter of the
Orangeville Food Bank.

..We just kicked off our 6th annual
underwear drive and it’s in support
of the men’s shelter, the youth
shelter, Family Transition Place,
and the Food Bank...

Serving the Dufferin County and Caledon area, and the
surrounding area, the Mullin Group is a knowledge-
able team of realtors who help residents sell property
as well as achieve their dream of home ownership.

David Waters
Sales Representative

905-584-0234

www.remaxinthehills.com

It's the MARKETING, the EXPOSURE, the RESULTS!

519-942-0234
1-888-667-8299

Chris R‘ﬁhn :
Broker

The new office provides a welcoming space for clients
and visitors.

The new Mullin Group Royal LePage RCR office is
located at 48 48 Centennial Road, Unit 8, in Orangeville.

Written by Brian Lockhart
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UNDERWEAR DRIVE! N
An often overlooked item of clothing that is missed )
in donation is UNDERWEAR. This causes many in
need to go without. So we at The Mullin Group are
working to fill this void at Christmas! Simply drop

off new, packaged or tagged underwear for men,
women or children at our office!

Collection ends December 16th, 2024
Main Drop off location:
U Mullin Group Office

48 Centennial Road, Unit 8 The Orangeville Food

Orangeville, Ontario Bank, Men’s Shelter,
L9W 3T4 Women’s Shelter &
Office is open from 9am-4pm  Choices Youth Shelter
F
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Sales Representative Carmela Gagliese-Scoles

Sales Representative

¥ Sean Anderson
Broker of Record

Our Award Winning agents have over 80 years of combined experience at your service! Caledon, Mono, Adjala and surrounding areas.
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FIXED RATE or

ADJUSTABLE RATE

First, let me say, | do like an adjustable rate mortgage.
The term variable rate mortgage is also common,

but there is a difference.

variable rate will give you a consistent payment
when rates fluctuate. An adjustable rate mortgage
Ows your payment to move as rates move.

The Bank of Canada recently has started lowering
their key interest rate and as of writing the rate is
3.75%. The market predicts further decreases either
this year or in 2025. Most lenders have set their prime
rate at 5.95% which should also drop as the Bank of
Canada lowers their key rate. A misconception is
that the lower Bank of Canada rate will also bring
fixed rates lower. I wish that were true. Fixed rates are
tied very directly to bond yields and the 10 year US
Treasury yields. It is not uncommon that fixed rates
rise while variables decline.

The decision to choose a fixed or variable rate is not
always an easy one. It should depend on your tolerance
for risk as well as your ability to withstand increases
in mortgage payments. You can sometimes expect

I
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a financial reward for going with the variable rate,
although the precise magnitude will ebb and flow
depending on the economic environment.

Fixed rate mortgages often appeal to clients who want
stability in their payments, manage a tight monthly
budget, or are generally more conservative. For ex-
ample, young couples with large mortgages relative
to their income might be better off opting for the
peace of mind that a fixed-rate brings.

A variable rate mortgage often allows the borrower
to take advantage of lower rates -- the interest rate
is calculated on an ongoing basis at a lenders” prime
rate minus a set percentage. For example, if the prime
mortgage rate is 5.95 percent, the holder of a prime
minus 0.5 percent mortgage would pay a 5.45 percent
variable interest rate.

It should also be noted that
the penalty to pay off an adjustable/
variable rate mortgage is 3 months inter-
est with most lenders, avoiding the large penal-

ties often associated with fixed rate mortgages. The
option to move from a variable/adjustable to fixed is
also available at no cost.

As a consumer, the best option is to have a candid
discussion with your mortgage professional to ensure
you have a full understanding of the risks and rewards
of each type of mortgage.

- Provided by Dwight Trafford

You are more than your mortgage-

As one of Canada'’s longest established national broker networks, The Mortgage Centre has earnedthe reputation of being a quality driven organization.
Our success is attributed to our loyal and professional network of franchise owners and agents.
Our strength is in our people and their commitment to us further reinforces our value proposition and is the main reason why we remain at
the top of a competitive Mortgage Brokerage industry.

Talk to your Mortgage Centre professional today!

L iy

Dwight Trafford
519-942-3333
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More people looking to downsize

WITH THE BABY BOOMER POPULATION getting
older, there is a new surge in people looking to sell
their large family home and downsize to something
more affordable and with less maintenance required.

Over the past several years, many younger people
have delayed moving out on their own or buying
property because of the rising cost of housing. This
has resulted in a lot of people living in the family home
well past the age that used to be common.

As aresult, people were keeping the family home longer.

Dufferin Real Estate Market Update

Rock Capital Investments Inc.
trafford.d@mortgagecentre.com
www.ontariolenders.com

Unit #7 75 First Street, Orangeville, Ontario, LYW 2E7

AREAS WE SERVE

O
 PRESIDENT'S
ELITE CLUB |

Each Mortgage Centre office is independently owned and operated. Franchise/Brokerage licence: 10556

Members of the Orangeville & District Real Estate primarily serve, but are not limited to, the following areas: all of Dufferin County which is
comprised of the rural townships of Amaranth, East Garafraxa, East Luther, Melancthon, Mono, and Mulmur as well as the communities of
Grand Valley, Orangeville and Shelburne. The members also serve the Township of Adjala, the Town of Caledon and the Township of Erin.

Now that interest rates have stabilized and housing
prices have reached a plateau, many younger people
are once again exploring the options of buying their
own home and moving out of their parent's house.

With more younger people moving out, the baby
boomer generation are considering what to do with
several extra bedrooms and a big lawn to maintain.

For many, the decision to downsize is an easy one. For
others, it's a tough decision to leave a home they love.

Downsizing has many options for anyone looking
to make a move. Some residents want to maintain
a house, although a smaller one, for many reasons.
This may include needing space for hobbies or a
garage to store a vintage automobile.

Dufferin Statistics (excluding Orangeville) - October

October 2024 vs. October 2023

Average sale prices decreased by 0.16%.

Year to Date 2024 vs. Year to Date 2023

October, 2024 October, 2023 % Change

# of Active Listings 280 250 12.00%
# of Sales 34 24 41.67%
Average Sale Price £1,185,456 £1,187,329 -0.16%
Dufferin Statistics (excluding Orangeville) - Year to Date

Jan - October, 2024 Jan - October, 2023 % Change
# of Sales 360 3se 0.56%
Average Sale Price $1.053 462 $1,077.482 -2.23%
Buyers Market vs. Sellers Market
Current Number of Homes for Sale 280
Divided by Sales per Month 34
Months of Inventory 8z

There is currently 8.2 months of inventory on the Market in Dufferin {excluding Crangeville).
In a Buyers Markel, there is normally more than 6 months worth of inventory.

The number of active listings in Dufferin (excluding Orangeville) increased by 12.00% in October 2024 over
the same month in 2023. The number of homes sold increased by 10 homes or 41.67% in October 2024.

The number of homes sold in Dufferin (excluding Orangeville), year-to-date increased from 358 to 360,
which is an increase of 0.56%. Average sale prices were down by 2.23%.

A smaller house means less maintenance and less
work for the home owner.

Bungalows are a popular choice for people wanting
to downsize to a more maintenance friendly home.
These homes are smaller, but still have a basement
to accommodate hobbies and enough property to
have a barbecue but not too much where lawn care
becomes a real challenge.

The other possibility is moving into a condo or apartment.

Some people just find the confines of a condo or
apartment too restrictive.

While condo life may not be suitable for everyone, it
does have some advantages.

Depending on a person’s lifestyle, a condo may be
ideal for someone who wants to be a ‘snowbird’ or
do a lot of traveling in their retirement years. If you
reside in a condo, you can leave for several months at
a time, and know your home is still being taken care of.

A condo also provides a lifestyle that eliminates the
need for constant maintenance around the home. You
won't have a lawn to cut, and no leaves to rake during
the fall months.

For some, having a condo in an area that is close to
amenities may provide a real convenience. If a person

is limited by lack of a vehicle or transportation, being
able to walk to local amenities can be a real bonus.

Living near other conveniences such as a medical
centre may be a necessity for some people.

Currently, there is a lot of inventory in the region when
it comes to smaller homes. The current market is sta-
ble and healthy and there are a lot of options available

for those looking to downsize.

When deciding to downsize, there are many things
to consider. These include lifestyle, preference for a
house or condo, and location.

The good thing is, that for most people, downsizing is
not something that has to happen over night.

You can check out the market, see what is available,
and make a good decision that will make you happy
and give you a good place to live.

While many younger people are now entering the
market and possibly looking to raise a family in the

future, a large house may be what they need.

For those of a certain age who find a large home
mostly empty, downsizing to somewhere more appro-
priate can be a benefit in many ways.

-Written by Brian Lockhart

Follow us or

¥ Twitte

Members of the Orangeville & District Real Estate Board (ODREB) are also members of the Canadian Real Estate Association (CREA),
the Ontario Real Estate Association (OREA), and the Toronto Real Estate Board (TREB), and, as such, adhere to a high standard of
professional conduct and a strict Code of Ethics.

The Board fosters understanding and co-operation amongst the members resulting in enhanced professional services to the public.

to find an agent today!

Canadian Fondation
REALTORS Care® conadienne
Foundation REALTORS Care®

Orgarized real estata’s
national chawtabile forndatian.

] «JOin us on
Facebook
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~that provide a strong return on investment

Renovations that make homeowners and residents of a home happy are always worth the investment.
Though it's certainly true that projects that create more functional, usable space
and add comfort and convenience are worth the price, such renovations are even more beneficial
if they provide a good return on homeowners’ financial investment.

eturns are often cashed in when homeown-
Rers put their homes up for sale, and each year

Remodeling magazine releases its “Cost vs.
Value Report,” which considers a wealth of data
across the United States to determine which renova-
tions return the highest percentage of homeowners’
financial investment. According to the “2024 Cost
vs. Value Report,” the following are five projects that
provide a strong return on investment (ROI).

GARAGE DOOR REPLACEMENT:

The average job cost for this project is slightly
more than $4,500 but the project is valued at $8,751,
providing an especially high 194 percent ROI.

STEEL DOOR REPLACEMENT:
Remodeling magazine notes that a steel entry door
replacement is worth double what it was worth in
2023. This project offers a 188 percent ROI on an
average investment of $2,355.

MANUFACTURED STONE VENEER:

A manufactured stone veneer is a man-made product
that appears as if its natural stone. Many homeowners
prefer manufactured stone veneer to natural stone

because of the price, as the former is less expensive
and easier to install, which means lower labor costs
as well. The comparatively low cost of manufactured
stone veneer is perhaps one reason why it averages a
roughly 153 percent ROI on an average cost of just
more than $11,000.

GRAND ENTRANCE UPSCALE (FIBREGLASS):

Few things are as awe-inspiring as an impressive
entryway, and upgrading to a grand fiberglass
entrance door provides a 97 percent ROI. Compo-
nents of these entryways can vary, but Remodeling
magazine notes the project may entail removing
an existing entry door and cutting and reframing
the opening for a larger with dual sidelights.

MINOR KITCHEN REMODEL:

According to the “2024 U.S. Houzz & Home Study”
from Houzz Research, kitchens were the most popu-
lar rooms to renovate in 2023. There’s no denying the
appeal of a newly renovated kitchen, and homeown-
ers considering such a project may be happy to learn
that a minor kitchen remodel that costs an average of
around $27,000 provides a 96 percent ROI. Bankrate.
com notes that minor kitchen remodels typically keep

the current kitchen design, size and layout intact, but
these projects may involve painting walls, refreshing
backsplash, replacing lighting and plumbing fixtures,
and changing cabinet hardware and facades.

Home renovations that provide a significant ROI can
make homeowners happy once a project is complet-
ed and even happier when the day comes to put a
home up for sale.

What delays
project timelines?

Even with the best intentions
and services of qualified
contractors and crews, timelines
for home renovation projects
can be prolonged due to
various circumstances.

Each project is unique and contractors cannot predict
the circumstances they will encounter once work is
started. Various factors can affect the overall timeline
of a project.

+ Weather can impact the ability to pour foundations,
do housing framing, install Belgium block pavers, or
tend to roofing projects.

+ The temperature outdoors and inside can affect
paint drying times or how long it takes asphalt to cure.

* Getting a permit for work isn't always cut and dry.
There may be delays at the permit office that can
affect the remodelling process. Also, inspectors
have to check that work is being done correctly,
and contractors can be at the mercy of inspectors’
schedules.

+ Mold, water damage, insect infestation, and other
issues may only become apparent once demoli-
tion begins. These issues often cannot be ignored
and must be addressed before work on the actual
remodel can continue.

« Changes in design after an initial plan has been
established can throw off the timeline, as it may
require ordering new supplies or getting new archi-
tectural drawings.

+ Supply chain issues became commonplace during
the global pandemic, and building materials still may
be affected. A project can be delayed by certain
materials being backordered or no longer available.

+ Some homeowners have to interview and hire
new contractors if theirs fails to deliver on promises
or is a no-show altogether.

+ Homeowners whose loans or other funding fall
through may have to delay further work until they are
able to pay for the work at hand.

These are a few situations that can waylay a home
renovation project. Individuals need to remain patient
whenever they begin a remodelling project.
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A Holly Jolly Lot

Vacant Lot On Future Main

Waldemar

3 Bed. 1 Bath

IT UP & MAKE

Offering potential for land banking
and long-term investment

First On Your Wishlist
143 First Avenue W, Shelburne

Upgraded century home, custom
Special Buyers Offer!

Holiday Haven
335093 7th Line, Amaranth

Street,

& ThePerfect Yyl

I T YOURS FOR THE HOLIDAYS

62.2 Acres

Expansive land with development
potential & farm ready acreage

Centre Of Cheer
676400 Centre Road, Muilmur

F

3+1 Bed. 2 Bath

Modern bungalow with scenic views,
perfect for equestrian lovers

Land Of the Mistletoe
12 Landsborough Street, Grand Valley
3+1 Bed, 4 Bath
Family home on a quiet street with a

Special

Sheffild Sleigh Stop
195 Sheffield Street, Southgate

Buyers Incentive!

-

3 Bed, 4 Bath

Fully renovated with custom finishes

putting green &
: AN SN

Complimentary Market Cvaluation

THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING?

TIS THE SEASON TO FIND OUT WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH! CONTACT THE MULLIN
GROUP FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION AND GET THE GIFT OF INSIGHT THIS WINTER.

& large fully fenced yard

e
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TOP 1% IN CANADA

ROYAL LEPAGE

e Canada 2023

The Mullin Group
Royal LePage RCR Realty

519-827-2119

www.MullinGroup.ca
48 Centennial Road Unit 8. Orangeville

Brokers

Ashley Resendes
Marketing Coordinator

Mike & Sheila Mullin -

Shane Mullin
Realtor

Molly Mullin
Realtor

Sherri-Lyn Ferguson
Office Administrator
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MARKET UPDATE

Orangaville Statistics - October

There is currently 4.4 months of inventory on the Market in New Tecumseth.
In & Buyers Market, there iz normally more than § months worth of inventory.

PROVIDED BY
S 1 vAPETAOE VIR

ROYAL LEPAGE
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RCR R.Eﬂlt}', Brokerage
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www.HilaryMatthews.com
83 King St. E. Bolton

$1,280,000
3+1 Bedroom, 3 Bath, Fully

Move-In Ready & Upgraded
= Bungalow in the Beautiful

$4,324,900

Stunning Victorian

Reproduction Home with
Entertainers Dream
Backyard

Hilary Matthews- Broker
U‘:}‘Ta % qu-‘l ;11{_?{'

FIC HARVEY KALLES

October, 2024 QOctober, 2023 % Change
# of Active Listings 128 g9 29.29%
# of Homes Listed 76 74 2.70%
# of Sales 33 22 50.00%
List Price vs. Sale Price Ratio 98% 98% 0.00%
Average Days on Market 27 17 58.82%
Average Sale Price §786,058 $816,207 -3.70%
Orangeville Statistics - Year to Date
Jan -October, 2024 Jan -October, 2023 % Change
# of Homes Listed 806 B57 22.68%
# of Sales 366 352 3.98%
List Price vs. Sale Price Ratio 898% 99% -1.01%
Average Days on Market 27 18 50.00%
Average Sale Price $816,885 $831,620 -1.77%
Buyers Market vs. Sellers Market
Current Number of Homes for Sale 128
Divided by Sales per Month 33
Meonths of Inventory 39
There Is currently 3.9 months of inventory on the Market in Orangeville.
In a Buyers Market, there is normally more than 6 months worth of inventory.
Peel - Caledon Statistics - October
October, 2024 October, 2023 % Change
# of Active Listings 384 358 7.26%
# of Homes Listed 222 205 8.29%
#of Sales a7 51 70.59%
List Price vs. Sale Price Ratio 96% ari% -1.03%
Average Days on Market 28 24 16.67%
Average Sale Price $1,373,715 §1,401,951 -2.01%
Peel - Caledon Statistics - Year to Date
Jan - October, 2024 Jan - October, 2023 % Change
# of Homes Listed 2,096 1,855 12.99%
# of Sales 716 671 6.71%
List Price vs. Sale Price Ratio 95% are -2.06%
Average Days on Market 28 24 20.83%
Awverage Sale Price $1,332 056 £1,388 608 -4.07%
Buyers Market vs. Sellers Market
Current Number of Homes for Sale 384
Divided by Sales per Month &7
Months of Inventory 4.4
There is currently 4.4 months of inventory on the Market in Caledon.
In a Buyers Market, there is normally more than 6 months worth of inventory.
Simcoe - New Tecumseth Statistics - October
October, 2024 October, 2023 % Change
# of Active Listings 253 192 M.77%
# of Homes Listed 127 104 22.12%
# of Sales 58 38 52.63%
List Price vs. Sale Price Ralio 98% a7% 1.03%
Average Days on Market 33 kgl 6.45%
Average Sale Price $896,110 878,053 2.06%
Simcoe - New Tecumseth Statistics - Year to Date
Jan - October, 2024 Jan - October, 2023 % Change
# of Homes Listed 1,282 1,082 17.40%
# of Sales 537 524 2.48%
List Price vs. Sale Price Ratio 98% 99% 1.01%
Average Days on Market 34 25 36.00%
Average Sale Price 5805418 $307,089 -1,29%
Buyers Market vs. Sellers Market
Current Number of Homes for Sale 253
Divided by Sales per Month 58
Months of Inventory 4.4

61 William St. E. Caledon

Safely decorate your

helid.

A person doesn’t have to
drive far or look too closely to
be inspired by holiday decor
come the month of December.

nthusiastic celebrants go to great lengths to ex-
press their holiday spirit, and that typically in-
cludes decorating their home exteriors.

Home holiday decorations are a tradition in millions
of households. Though the tradition helps make this
special time of year even more festive, decorating a
home exterior for the holidays is not without certain
safety risks. Homeowners must prioritize safety when
decorating their home exteriors for the holidays.
These tips can ensure the holiday season is as safe as
it is special.

NEVER DECORATE ALONE

The buddy system should be employed when decorat-
ing a home for the holidays. No fewer than two people
should decorate a home. A second person can ensure
a ladder remains steady while hanging lights and can
help lift potentially heavy lawn decorations, thus re-
ducing the risk for injury.

USE THE APPROPRIATE DECORATIONS AND TOOLS
The American Red Cross urges individuals to use only
decorations designed for outdoor use when decorat-
ing their home exteriors. Indoor lights should never
be strung outdoors, even on small spaces. In addition,
the Red Cross recommends homeowners who intend
to use nails or hooks to hang decorations first confirm
they are insulated, which can help to avoid electrocu-
tion and reduce fire risk.

home exterior th|s

season

PLUG DECORATIONS INTO THE CORRECT OUTLETS
The energy experts at FirstEnergy note that outdoor
lights and inflatable decorations should be plugged into
circuits protected by ground fault circuit interrupters
(GFCIs). Older homes may not be equipped with such
outlets, particularly on their home exteriors. Replacing
existing outlets with GFCls is a quick and relatively in-
expensive job that a professional electrician should be
hired to handle before decorating for the holidays.

UTILIZE A TIMER FOR EXTERIOR LIGHTS

Lights should be not kept on overnight, which can
be costly and pose a safety hazard. Utilize a timer so
lights come on at night and turn off around bedtime,
if not earlier.

INSPECT DECORATIONS

Exterior string lights and other plug-in decorations
should be inspected at the beginning of each season to
ensure there are no frayed or cracked wires. Damaged
wires pose a significant fire hazard, so any damaged
strands should be discarded and replaced.

PICK THE RIGHT DAY TO DECORATE

Consult the weather forecast prior to decorating the
exterior of a home. Pick a day when efforts to decorate
won't be compromised by wind, rain, snow, or other
inclement weather. If it's already snowed, avoid deco-
rating until the snow has melted, as there could be ice
lingering beneath the snow. It’s also unsafe to work on
a snow-covered roof. Decorate on a day with ample
daylight and pause decorating if weather takes a sud-
den, unexpected turn for the worse.

It can be fun to decorate a home’s exterior for the holi-
day season. But homeowners must prioritize safety
and take every step necessary to reduce their risk for
accident or injury.

The Mortgage Centre

W work for you, not the lenders,
Turnbull Financial

The Mortgage Centre - Lic. #12569

SHANNON TURNBULL
PRINCIPAL BROKER - M08002878
shannonexpert@mortgagecentre.com

An independent member of the
Mortgage Centre Network

Tel: 905-951-0234
Cell: 416-985-0234
Toll Free: 888-951-0234

www.shannonturnbull.com
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Mold is a type of fungi that
is found both indoors and
outdoors. When mold grows
inside, the health of people
who spend time in the home
or business where it grows
can be in jeopardy.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, moldy environments may cause stuffy
nose, wheezing, red or itchy eyes, and even skin
conditions. The Institute of Medicine reports there is
sufficient evidence to link indoor exposure to mold
with asthma symptoms, as well as hypersensitivity
pneumonitis in certain individuals. Certain molds
are toxigenic, meaning they can produce toxins,
says the CDC. Though there are very few reports of
toxigenic molds found inside homes, when present,
they can cause rare health conditions.

No one wants mold in their homes, as it’s not only
unhealthy, but also unsightly. The Environmental
Protection Agency says there is no practical way to
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eliminate all mold and mold spores in an indoor
environment. Certain rooms and spaces warrant
careful inspection since they are more vulnerable
to mold growth. Mold spores take root in areas
where there is ample moisture. Controlling mois-
ture indoors is key to controlling mold. Here are
some mold-vulnerable spots that merit some extra
attention on the part of homeowners.

BATHROOMS

Bathrooms generate a lot of moisture through show-
ering and bathing. Bathrooms need to be vented to
the outdoors with an exhaust fan. If there is no fan,
one should be installed. If that’s not possible, open a
bathroom window to air out the room after bathing.
Wipe down surfaces in the bathroom to dry them
and keep mold at a minimum.

LAUNDRY AREA

Clothes dryers are moisture-generating appliances
that should be properly exhausted to the outdoors.
Homeowners also should make sure that washing
machines and utility sinks are working properly and
there are no leaks that can cause mold growth behind
or underneath the structures.

KITCHEN
Mold also may grow in kitchens. Look under the
sink and by the dishwasher for any leaks and areas
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susceptible to mold.  Ventilating cooking areas can
help reduce moisture in the area as well, says the CDC.

BASEMENT

Homeowners who have basements or crawl spaces
could be breeding mold down there unknowingly,
particularly if the areas are unfinished. Moisture,
warmth and darkness are prime conditions for mold
growth. A dehumidifier can be utilized in the base-
ment to help reduce the moisture saturation in this
space. Also, check for leaky pipes or windows that
may contribute to mold growth. Humidity levels in
a home should be kept between 30 and 50 percent to
help limit mold formation.

ATTIC

Although an attic may not be a spot homeowners fre-
quent regularly, it's a good idea to get up there and
look for potential mold problems. According to the
North Carolina Department of Health, in the winter
when buildings are heated, mold often grows in cold,
uninsulated exterior walls where building surfaces
are relatively cold compared to the indoors. Attics
without proper insulation could be vulnerable to
mold growth. Roofs also may be compromised by
weather, causing leaks into the attic.

Mold can be found anywhere in a home, but is more
likely to grow in certain spaces.

Warning signs a
bathroom needs work

Homeowners know that the work involved to maintain
a home is never done. Fortunate are the homeowners
who get to choose when to begin a renovation project,
but it's far more common that homeowners spot an
issue and then realize it's time to renovate. When it
comes to bathrooms, homeowners can keep an eye out
for various signs suggesting the room needs a remodel.

* MOLD AND MILDEW: Mold and mildew is perhaps
the most glaring sign a bathroom needs to be reno-
vated or remodelled. Mold and mildew pose a notable
threat to human health, as the United States Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency reports that molds can
cause allergic reactions. Individuals sensitive to mold
may develop symptoms that mimic reactions to outdoor
allergens like pollen, including sneezing, runny nose,
red eyes, and dermatitis (skin rash). Mold also can trig-
ger asthma attacks in people allergic to mold who have
the condition. Mold can grow in poorly ventilated bath-
rooms, such as those without a fan or ones in which
fans are not working properly. Mold and mildew will
return if it's merely scrubbed away, so the underlying
cause of mold must be addressed to prevent its return.

* SMALL SIGNS OF FADING: Stains, peeling paint,
cracked paint, and gaps in grout are small signs of fad-
ing that indicate a bathroom is in need of renovation if
not a complete remodel. These issues also can serve
as warning signs of larger issues, such as water issues
and structural problems, so they should not be merely
written off as minor problems or eyesores.

* RISING WATER BILLS: If water bills are rising signifi-
cantly and do not align with price increases or an uptick
in water consumption, homeowners may have leaking
pipes. Such pipes might be beneath a bathroom sink or
behind tiled walls. Discolouration on the walls, peeling
paint or wallpaper and/or a musty odour may indicate
leaks inside a bathroom wall. If coupled with rising wa-
ter bills, these signs could be indicative of a significant
issue that requires immediate attention.

* ISSUES WITH TILES: Cracked or damaged files in
the shower and bathtub or even on the floor are unsight-
ly and also pose a safety hazard. Cracked floor tiles can
lead to slips and falls, which can be especially harmful to
older residents. And cracked tiles within the shower and
tub area can indicate water problems behind the walls
or general disrepair. Such issues should be addressed
before they escalate into something larger.

* A DATED VIBE: Of course, some issues affecting a
bathroom are not necessarily health or safety hazards
but more an affront to homeowners’ grasp of current
styles and trends. If walking into a bathroom uninten-
tionally feels like stepping backward into a bygone
era, then it's probably time to consider a renovation
or remodelling job.
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Our Award Winning agents have over 80 years of combined experience at your service! Galedon, Mono, Adjala and surrounding areas.
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BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME ON 25 ACRES OF BEAUTIFUL LAND
Midway between The Devils Pulpit & The Paintbrush-Canada’s exclusive golf clubs. 30 mins to the Airport-Explore
the Mars-like Badlands as you cruise to local craft breweries! Private lot with trails & meadows etched out of the forest.
Hike Bruce Trail, Caledon Rail Trail, ski at Caledon Ski Club, Caledon East is nearby for shopping & rec centre,
public school minutes away & in the boundaries of Mayfield Secondary School for the Arts.
LOT 11 ESCARPMENT SIDEROAD, CALEDON $2,895,000
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4 BEDROOM HOME WITH AN ELEVATOR & 2ND KITCHEN
Primary features walk-in closet & 4 pc ensuite. 2nd bedroom has a 3 pc ensuite. Formal dining room, family room
with fireplace & hardwood flooring, updated eat-in kitchen with granite tops. Finished lower level with rec room,
wet bar, fireplace, cedar closet, 2 cantinas, bath & 2nd kitchen. Equipped with an elevator that stops at all levels, including
the garage. 30x266 ft pie-shaped lot. Backyard includes a pergola, perennial & veg gardens, interlock patio & garden shed.
275 TRITON AVE., VAUGHAN $1,799,000
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21 ACRES WITH INCREDIBLE VIEW OVER
Estate bungalow, undergone a transformation-designer kitchen with Carrara marble island open to family room & stone fireplace as well as
living room with 91t ceilings, hardwood floors & 20 ft dormers in the kitchen & dining room. Walkout basement has 2 staircases & would be a
perfect nanny suite with 3 pc bath & laundry. Covered deck, paved driveway, drive shed; a home for horses or a work/storage space. Trails cut
around the perimeter & through the meadow. Natural gas & high speed fiber recently available. Close to Orangeville & 45 minutes to the airport.
247515 5th SIDEROAD, MONO $2,499,000

ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 52 ACRE PARCELS OF LAND IN CALEDON
Million dollar views, 3 ponds & forest! 2 homes, not to mention the most unique barn/workshop! Main house: 2 storey, 5 bedroom,

4 bath, red brick estate home with country kitchen, main floor office, open living to dining room with fireplace, extra family room & fin-
ished basement with a walkout to the inground pool. Original farmhouse has been recently renovated & is now a 4 bedroom guest house.
Barn with 1000 sq. ft. addition & features a basketball half court, bar, loft space & bathroom. Just outside Bolton & 30 minutes to Toronto.

15316 MOUNT WOLFE ROAD, CALEDON $4,499,000

INVEST IN THE FUTURE WITH 87.37 ACRES OF FLAT PREMIUM FARMLAND
Corner lot with 2 road frontages, directly across the street from Laurelwoods Elementary School
& diagonally across from The Township of Amaranth Town Hall & Municipal Park.
Currently zoned agricultural. Just minutes north of Orangeville.

284342 DUFFERIN COUNTY ROAD 10, AMARANTH $2,668,000

ESCAPE TO THIS 1.4 ACRE ESTATE HOME IN BEAUTIFUL ERIN
Concrete driveway leading to 3+2 bedroom, 4 bath bungalow that offers spacious living. Updated kitchen has heated floors,
center island with a grill top & elevating exhaust fan. Year-round hot tub room, family room with fireplace. Formal living &
dining areas, expansive basement, with 2 entryways, full kitchen & bath, custom bar, games area, 2 bedrooms-ideal in-law
suite. Primary bedroom with 8-pc ensuite + walk-in custom closet. Backing onto conservation & 3.5-car garage.
41 PINE RIDGE ROAD, ERIN $1,999,000
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STUNNING 2-STOREY PROPERTY WITH RAVINE BEHIND
2-car garage, 4 baths & finished from top to bottom. 2nd level has 3 bedrooms, office loft & laundry room. Premium lot with
no neighbors behind! Finished basement is perfect for adding an extra bedroom, complete with a 3-pc bath & above-grade
windows. Main level has hardwood & ceramic flooring, open-concept kitchen & family room. Upgrades include: irrigation
system, patio with children’s play set, alarm system & California shutters. Access to schools & parks, minutes to GO Station.
14 PERSONNA CIRCLE, BRAMPTON $1,197,000

PUTTING
OLD
SIGNS ON
HOMES FOR
30+ YEARS!




