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Home sales increased
year-over-year in September
and also saw a rise from August.
This indicates that buyers are
beginning to take advantage

of more affordable market
conditions, driven by interest
rate cuts and lower home prices.
ASlend'ing guidelines and declining bor-
rowing costs, home sales will continue

to grow, especially in line with population growth.

buyers capitalize on changes to mortgage

GTA REALTORS® reported 4,996 home sales in
September 2024, an 8.5% increase compared to Sep-
tember 2023. New listings were up by 10.5% year-
over-year, leading to a better-supplied market and
increased negotiating power for buyers re-entering
the market. On a seasonally adjusted basis, Septem-
ber sales and new listings also increased compared
to August.

The average selling price dipped by just 1% compared
to September 2023, while on a seasonally adjusted
basis, it edged up slightly compared to August. The
ability to negotiate on price led to moderate year-
over-year price declines, particularly in the more af-
fordable condo apartment and townhouse segments,
which remain popular with first-time buyers.

With recent positive changes to mortgage lending
guidelines, current mortgage holders will now be
able to shop around for the best rates, resulting in
more affordable renewals. Longer amortization peri-
ods and the ability to insure mortgages for purchases
over $1 million will offer more options to home buy-
ers and help reinvigorate the market.

In the luxury markets, home prices have remained
relatively stable, weathering the ever-evolving market
landscape. "Often, luxury market buyers’ decisions
to buy are driven by their confidence in the over-
all economy and their outlook on housing prices.
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Research shows that those in the higher end of the
housing market have a very positive outlook on the
long-term stability and appreciation potential of
Canada’s housing stock," noted the president of Royal
LePage Canada.

As more people choose the comfort of suburban liv-
ing, seeking spacious homes, quieter surroundings,
and strong community ties, Auroras charm and
proximity to Toronto have made it one of the most
sought-after areas in Ontario.

In a market full of complexities, choosing the right
realtor can make all the difference.

With 36 years of experience, Monica Stohr’s ranking
among the top tier of realtors in Canada is no coinci-
dence—her success is built on delivering exceptional
results for her clients. As one of the most referred
realtors in the area, her deep knowledge of the local
market, strategic approach, and personalized service
have made her the go-to realtor in Aurora and across
York Region. Whether you're looking to buy your
dream home, sell for top dollar using her home prep-
aration strategy, or invest in one of Ontarios hottest
regions, Monica is the realtor who will exceed your
expectations every step of the way. She has in-depth
knowledge of Aurora, Newmarket, and King, and
keeps her finger on the pulse of the most desirable
neighbourhoods, schools, and amenities, ensuring
her clients find not just a house, but a home that fits
their lifestyle.

Living - Working - Raising my family - & Giving
Back in the community.

Giving thanks at this time of year and continuing
to support:

Sick Kids Hospital

Shelter Foundation
Cancer Society

Terry Fox Foundation
Mitch Marner Foundation

Local Food Bank
CHARMAN'S
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Very spacious and inviting detached 3 bedroom home on a wonderful large treed lot! Features a large open concept living and dining room with a walkout from dining

room to back yard plus generous sized kitchen adjacent to laundry room and bonus spacious main floor family room with fireplace and another walkout to back yard and
patio! All this just a quick walk to the fabulous beaches of Lake Simcoe! Truly an amazing opportunity to live in a high demand neighbourhood and enjoy all the pleasures

of Lake Simcoe in both summer and winter!

905.898.1211

416.520.3651

anitakotsovos@gmail.com
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Selling a home is a significant
endeavor, and the season in which
you decide to put your property

on the market can have a notable
impact on your success.

hile many homeowners opt for the spring
W:md summer months for listing their homes,
the fall season holds its own unique charm
and benefits for sellers. In this article, we will explore

the advantages and considerations when selling your
home in the fall.

CURB APPEAL IN FULL COLOR

One of the most striking features of selling your
home in the fall is the vibrant foliage and warm
color palette that nature provides. The reds, yellows,
and oranges of fall leaves can add a picturesque and
inviting atmosphere to your property. Take advan-
tage of this season by raking leaves regularly and
keeping your garden well-maintained. Buyers will be
captivated by the picturesque view.

LESS COMPETITION

The fall season usually sees fewer homes on the
market compared to the spring and summer rush.
With less competition, your property can stand out
more easily. Buyers may be more focused on the
limited available options, giving your home a better
chance of being noticed and considered.

SERIOUS BUYERS

While there may be fewer buyers in the fall, the
ones who are actively searching are often more
serious about making a purchase. These buyers may
be motivated by various factors, such as job relo-
cations, changing family needs, or investments.
This means that the showings you receive are more
likely to come from genuine, qualified purchasers.

FLEXIBLE CLOSING DATES

Fall homebuyers often have more flexible closing
dates. This can be an advantage for sellers who need
a quick sale or have specific timeline requirements.
Buyers may be motivated to close before the holiday
season or in preparation for the new year.

SHOWCASE COZY INTERIORS

As the weather cools down, you can play up the cozi-
ness and warmth of your home's interior. Consider
staging your home with fall-themed decor, such as
warm throws, scented candles, and tasteful seasonal
arrangements. A warm, inviting atmosphere can
make potential buyers feel right at home.

HIGHLIGHT ENERGY EFFICIENCY

In the fall, buyers tend to be more concerned
about energy efficiency as they prepare for the
upcoming winter. You can take this opportunity
to showcase the energy-saving features of your home,
such as well-insulated windows, efficient heating
systems, and draft-proof doors. This information
can be a strong selling point for environmentally
conscious buyers.

THINKING OF SELLING THIS WINTER?
If you are planning on selling your home this winter,
consider having your exterior photos taken now!

D%ISTON

— REAL ESTATE GROUP

By taking exterior photos in the fall, you can showcase
your home in a state of readiness for the impending
winter. This can include well-maintained gardens,
trimmed trees, a clear driveway, and other prepa-
rations that make your home look prepared for the
challenges of winter. Winter weather can pose chal-
lenges for photography, including snow accumu-
lation, overcast skies, and shorter daylight hours.
By taking photos in the fall, you can avoid these
challenges and present your home in the best light
possible. This ensures that your home is showcased
at its best, even once the snow hits the ground.
Buyers will appreciate being able to view photos of
your home through various seasons.

Selling your home in the fall may not be the most
popular choice, but it offers unique advantages
that can lead to a successful and profitable sale. From
the picturesque curb appeal to the presence of serious
buyers, the fall season has much to offer sellers.
So, don't be deterred by the changing leaves and
cooling temperatures. Embrace the autumn advan-
tage and prepare to welcome prospective buyers into
your cozy, inviting home.

If you are looking to buy or sell in King and sur-
rounding areas, give our team a call at (416) 433-8316
for a free home estimate, a professional staging
consultation or discuss your real estate needs with
The Michele Denniston Real Estate Group today.

LIST WITH ONE OF YORK REGION'S

TOP 50 AGENTS!

Renovated Six Plex!

$4,800,000 - Large property with more space for addition.

Call Rocco today!

Hot Off The Press!

$1,988,000 - Approx 15 yr old open concept home with 9ft ceilings,
private backyard with saltwater pool. Call Rocco today!

Adult Style Living!

$1,399,900 - Bungalow with walkout basement backing
onto conservation & golf course. Call Rocco today!

Rocco Racioppo

Executive home in demand area!
$2,799,900 - Totally renovated home aprox 4,800 sqft plus
finished basement on 65 x 175 ft lot. Call Rocco today.

Quiet Crescent Location!
$1,838,000 - Private treed backyard, 4 bedrooms, 2 ensuites.
Call Rocco today!

Charming Century Home!
$1,249,900 - Over half acre lot with pool, gazebo, double garage.
Aprox 2,500 sqft of living space. Call Rocco today!

BROKER

RE/MAX

REALTRON [Ses

REMEMBER... YOU GET
THE RIGHT RESULTS WITH ROCCO!

King City Special!
2,598,000 - Renovated 2 storey home on private treed lot with pool.
Call Rocco today!

Bungalow on 5 Acres!
$1,549,900 - Private treed lot with pond. Aprox 4,500 sqft of living space.
Call Rocco today!

L|ve by the Lake'
$949,900 - Aprox 2,000 sqft 2 storey home with 3 car tandem garage
on large 75 x 150 ft lot. Call Rocco today!

Call rocco today for a
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

905-841-4787
ROCCORACIOPPO.COM

OVER 40 YEARS OF AWARD WINNING SERVICE




The meaning of the term
“cozy” varies as it pertains to
home decor. For some, cozy
may mean intimate spaces
with lots of quilts and throws.

FOR OTHERS, cozy could indicate bright and airy
spaces enhanced by plenty of fresh foliage.

Regardless of how they define cozy, homeowners
typically want their homes to be inviting and com-
fortable. With that in mind, the following are some
ways to impart a cozy vibe to any living space.

MAKE USE OF A FIREPLACE

Flames lapping wood (or faux wood in the event of
gas-powered fireplaces) can put anyone in a tranquil
state of mind. Fireplaces add instant ambiance and
make great places for people to congregate and en-
gage in conversation. During warmer months when
the fire isn’t blazing, decorative candles can be lit to
mimic the same feel.

ADD TEXTURE IN THE DESIGN

Texture can be anything from a raised pattern on wall-
paper to a knotty area rug to a mosaic piece of artwork.
A home with texture tends to create cozier impressions
than one with all sleek and smooth surfaces.

ENJOY A SOFT RUG

Although many design experts say hardwood floors or
laminate options are easier for allergies and keeping a
home clean, a soft rug underfoot can be welcoming.
Rather than wall-to-wall carpeting, place area rugs in
spots that can use some cozying up, such as beneath
beds and even under the dining table.

LIGHT CANDLES

The warm, flickering light of candles adds cozy vibes
in spades. According to The Spruce and Paula Bos-
ton, a visual merchandiser for Festive Lights, candles
can be used throughout a home to create instant
atmosphere. Exercise caution with candles and fully
extinguish them before retiring for the evening.

UPDATE BEDDING FOR THE SEASON

Crisp and light cotton and linen are cozy materials
when the weather is warm. But when the temperature
starts to dip, flannel or jersey bedding makes a bed
that much more inviting, says Real Simple.

INVEST IN LOTS OF PILLOWS

Pillows can instantly make a spot more cozy, whether
it’s the living room sofa or an outdoor lounging nook.
Look for materials that are durable for the space in
which they’re being used.

THINK ABOUT WARM LIGHTING

The transition from incandescent light bulbs to halo-
gen and LED is beneficial from an environmental
standpoint. However, LEDs illuminate with a more

stark, blue light that can seem clinical in home
spaces. Look for bulbs where the “temperature”
can be customized. The more the colour spectrum
leans toward warm light, the more cozy a space
will feel. This can be enhanced by putting some
lights on dimmer switches, and toning down the
brightness as needed.

INSTALL A BOOKSHELF

Even for those who are strict devotees of e-readers,
a shelf full of actual books interspersed with some
well-placed knickknacks can make a room feel more
cozy. Books add texture, the feel of hallowed halls
and libraries, and visual appeal.

Making a home more cozy doesn't have to be complicat-
ed. A few easy modifications can improve interior spaces.
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Spruce up your
home this fall with
these lighting tips
nc)As days grow shorter,
the role of lighting in our

homes becomes more
important than ever.

The right lighting can transform your living space
into a warm and inviting haven, perfect for cozying
up during those cold winter nights. However, while
creating a cozy atmosphere, it's equally important
to consider safety. Here’s how you can help to achieve
a balance between comfort and security with your
winter lighting.

INCORPORATE WARM, SOFT LIGHTING:

Use warm-coloured light bulbs to create a cozy glow.
Table lamps with fabric shades and dimmable floor
lamps add warmth, while string lights provide a soft,
whimsical effect.

ENHANCE THE ATMOSPHERE WITH CANDLES:
Flameless candles add an intimate, flickering light,
perfect for winter.

COMBINE LIGHTING WITH DECOR:

Use accent lighting to highlight key areas like artwork
or plants, enhancing the room’s ambiance. Decorative
fixtures like lanterns or chandeliers can serve as both
lighting and decor, adding style and warmth.

PRIORITIZE SAFETY:

Check lighting fixtures and cords for wear and replace
as needed. Use timers or smart plugs to avoid leaving
lights on too long. Ensure lighting setups don't block
walkways or exits.

Balancing cozy ambiance with safety is key to winter
lighting. With careful planning, you can enjoy a beauti-
fully lit, safe and inviting home all season long.

Find more tips on how to tun your home into a safe,
cozy space at belairdirect.com.

www.newscanada.com
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Tara McCarthy elevates the art of
curated property tour

T ]

house hunting with a

In a bold move that reflects
her commitment to innovation
and luxury, King-based
realtor Tara McCarthy is
redefining the traditional
home-buying experience.

seven premier listings, McCarthy aims to take
the stress out of house hunting, offering clients
and agents alike a refined, relaxed experience.

By organizing an exclusive, curated tour of her

AN INVITATION TO DISCOVER HIDDEN GEMS
Recognizing that virtual listings can never fully
capture the essence of a home, McCarthy is invit-
ing agents and potential buyers for an intimate,
in-person exploration.

“So often, people overlook properties they haven't
visited, only to say T wish Id known about this
sooner’ once they see them in person,” she shares.

By presenting these homes in their full glory,
enhanced by the breathtaking fall foliage, she aims
to shift perspectives and spark new interest.

This strategic initiative is a testament to McCarthy’s
out-of-the-box thinking - especially crucial given
the evolving market dynamics.

“With price adjustments on the horizon, now is the
perfect time to showcase these homes,” she adds.
Having experienced overwhelming success with a
similar event in the past, she is confident that this
tour will not only broaden awareness but offer agents
a fresh perspective on properties they may have
overlooked in the prestigious King area.

AN ELEVATED EXPERIENCE FOR DISCERNING BUYERS
McCarthy’s approach is a reflection of her com-
mitment to luxury service. “As a luxury agent with
Nest Seekers International, 'm dedicated to offering
a premium, stress-free experience that showcases
the extraordinary,” she says. Her collaboration with
the elite luxury brand ensures that every step of this

JOIN US FOR A

tour is meticulously curated to provide maximum
convenience and appeal.

Guests will be treated to a sophisticated yet inviting
atmosphere at each property, complete with gourmet
refreshments like charcuterie boards and artisanal
treats — thoughtfully selected to complement the
overall experience.

“The idea is to make the tour enjoyable and relaxed,
so clients can explore homes on their own terms
without the pressure of back-to-back appointments,”
McCarthy explains.

For those juggling multiple agents and properties,
this event offers a much-needed respite from the
usual chaos of house hunting.

TAILORED SOLUTIONS FOR EVERY CLIENT

Known for her deep-rooted expertise and a sharp
eye for detail, McCarthy’s success is built on 20
years in the business and a foundation of problem-
solving and client care. Many of her clients come from
diverse locations, ranging from downtown Toronto
to the surrounding York Region, with unique needs,
whether they’re upgrading to a new home or seeking
a total transformation with a custom build.

From preparing a property for market to coordinat-
ing last-minute renovations or landscaping, McCar-
thy leverages her extensive network of local trades-
people to facilitate seamless transactions.

“I handle everything, so the process is as smooth
as possible,” she assures. This bespoke approach
ensures that every home is not only market-ready
but presented in its finest form.

Whether you're searching for a new construction,
contemplating a renovation, or considering a custom
rebuild, Tara McCarthy’s personalized service and
local expertise make her the ultimate guide to finding
your dream home.

For an invitation to this exclusive tour, contact
Tara McCarthy, Broker/VP of Ultra Luxury Division
Nestseekers Ontario at taramc@nestseekers.com or
647-388-7179.

Written by Mark Pavilons
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TENANT AND HOMEOWNER INSURANCE

nc) Choosing the right
insurance coverage is crucial
when protecting your home
and personal belongings.

WHETHER YOU own a home or rent a property, having
adequate insurance ensures you are covered for un-
expected events. However, the type of insurance you
need differs based on whether you are a homeowner
or a tenant.

If you're renting a property, it’s essential to understand
that your landlord’s insurance typically only covers the
building and the landlords’ assets, not your personal
belongings. This means that if your items are stolen,
damaged or destroyed due to an incident like a fire,
you could be left without coverage. This is where
tenant insurance comes in. It covers:

PERSONAL BELONGINGS:

Tenant insurance can protect your personal belong-
ings, such as furniture, electronics and clothing, from
risks like theft, fire or water damage.

LIABILITY COVERAGE:

It can provide liability coverage if someone gets
injured while on the property you rent. For example,
if a guest trips and falls in your apartment, your
tenant insurance may help cover legal expenses and
medical costs.

Additionally, it covers you that in the event that you
accidentally cause damage to the unit in certain
ways. For example, if a cooking fire damages the unit,
you are responsible for that damage. Your tenant
policy will cover any costs owed to your landlord.
Coverage is also provided for accidental fire, explosion,
water damage and smoke damage.

ADDITIONAL LIVING EXPENSES:

If the rental property becomes uninhabitable due to a
covered event, tenant insurance may cover the cost of
temporary living arrangements, like staying in a hotel.

Homeowner’s insurance, on the other hand, is de-
signed to protect not just your personal belongings
but also the home’s structure. This type of insurance
provides a more comprehensive level of coverage tai-
lored to the needs of homeowners, which can cover:

PROPERTY DAMAGE:

Homeowner insurance covers repair or replacement
costs for your home if it gets damaged by covered per-
ils such as fire, windstorms or vandalism.

PERSONAL LIABILITY:

Like tenant insurance, homeowner insurance also in-
cludes liability coverage. This may protect you if some-
one is injured on your property or if you accidentally
cause damage to someone else’s property.

ADDITIONAL LIVING EXPENSES:

Should your home become uninhabitable due to a
covered event, homeowner insurance can cover ad-
ditional living expenses, such as hotel bills, until your
home is repaired.

Take the time to review your insurance coverage and
make any necessary adjustments to safeguard where
you live as well as your peace of mind. Learn more at
belairdirect.com.

www.newscanada.com
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Timely tips for a
Grade-A home

(NC) Home maintenance to-do lists don't have to be
overwhelming. Here are some timely tips to help keep
your home in top shape.

UPGRADE FIRE AND CO SAFETY SOLUTIONS
Properly placing smoke and carbon monoxide (CO)
alarms, regular maintenance and replacing outdated
equipment are essential to keeping your family safe.
Alarms should be installed on every level of the home,
including the basement, as well as in every sleeping
room and outside each separate sleeping area. Alarms
should be tested regularly. If the device uses batteries,
they should be changed at least every six months.

Consider upgrading to a two-in-one smoke and carbon
monoxide alarm for increased convenience.

ENJOY THE BENEFITS OF A SMART THERMOSTAT
Schedule an HVAC system tune-up to prepare for
cooler temperatures. To optimize the performance of
your HVAC system, you might consider integrating a
smart thermostat. Smart models, like the Honeywell
Home T9 Smart Thermostat, allow you to adjust the
temperature from anywhere and set different tempera-
ture schedules for various times of the day.

CHANGE YOUR AIR FILTERS

Over the summer, your air conditioning system'’s air
filters naturally accumulate dust, pollen and other air-
borne particles. Clogged filters can impact indoor air
quality and system performance. Regularly replacing
your air filters is a great way to help maintain indoor
air quality and support a comfortable environment for
your family. It also reduces the stress on your home'’s
HVAC system and promotes energy efficiency.

HELP PREVENT COSTLY REPAIRS

Water damage in your home, whether from a damp
basement or a slow leak from a sink or toilet, can lead
to costly repairs. However, with water-sensing smart
home devices, identifying leaks before they become
major issues is more convenient than ever. Water leak
detectors, like the First Alert L1 WiFi Water Leak and
Freeze Detector, sense and alert you to dampness
and temperature shifts with effortless installation and
seamless integration with your home’s WiFi network.

Regularly staying on top of these home maintenance
to-dos can help you protect what matters most.
www.newscanada.com
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SERVICE WITH PROFESSIONALISM

sroxerace  TBased on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offices

15105 YONGE STREET, SUITE 100, AURORA, ON L4G 1M3
(2 Blocks south of Wellington on the East Side)

WWW.LINDREALTY.CA

/7 ACRES WITH POOL!

457 ST JOHNS SIDEROAD WEST, AURORA

AMAZING One of a Kind “Custom” 8,300 SF
Exquisitely Finished Living Space situated on a
Picturesque, Private Lot with “Sensational Landscaping”
and Much More! Chef’s Kitchen! Entertaining sized
Principal Rooms! Stone & Custom Wood Trim!
Sumptuous Primary Bedroom with His &

Hers Ensuite walk in closets — sitting area with
Fireplace and More! Brillant Professional Finished
Knockout Walk-Out Entertaining Delight Lower
Level to Pool & Exterior “Oasis”.
www.457stjohnssideroadwest.com

$5,188,888

5

Knock-out custom built home with over 6500 sf of living space on 3 levels. 6 bedrooms,
34 acre with 250 ft frontage. Mafgniﬁcent backﬁrlard oasis with inviting inground saltwater
pool. Heated shop and l[iarking or over 20 vehicles. Huge gourmet kitchen w/ custom

island & cabinetry. Curb appeal and much more! Hardwood floors. $2 148,888

ACRES, 700 FT FRONTAGE, MUSKOKA LAKES, RETAIL / HOME

S
iy T —

1.33 acre one of a kind ravine home in exclusive area of Richmond Hill. ***Property
CANNOT be severed*** Elevator to all 3 floors. 3722 sf stone home. Bright finished

lower level inlaw suite. Picturesque property. Gated interlock driveway with parking for
6 cars! Entertaining sized principal rooms. $2,798,888

81 WELLINGTON STREET EAST, TRIPLEX

11
= 23 s, L3

PR s e DN -
Prime Muskoka Commercial Property! Investors / End Users / Live & Work! Windermere & Raymond

Road (Muskoka Lakes) High visibility. Year-round traffic! 3000 SF commercial building incl 1000 SF
2-bay auto repair shop with 2023 clean ESA parking for 35 cars! Plus 1000 SF renovated 3 bedroom

bungalow! Zoning allows for multiple uses including Cannabis retail! $1,198,888

Attention investors! Fully leased legal triplex! 6-car parking, Promenade zoning, Well-maintained
w/separate entrances, furnaces & meters. Features two 1-bedroom units and one 2-bedroom

unit all with 4pc baths. Tenants pay utilities. Includes shared onsite laundry and potential for
expansion. Steps from GO Train, Farmers Market, and Library Square. $1 398,888
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MARKET UPDATE - SEPTEMBER 2024

AURORA

AVERAGE SALES PRICE

$1,505,401

AVERAGE 55 DAYS ON MARKET

KING

AVERAGE SALES PRICE

$1,825,139

AVERAGE 72 DAYS ON MARKET

NUMBER OF SALES NUMBER OF SALES
206 NEW LISTINGS 112 NEW LISTINGS
SALE TO LIST RATIO SALE TO LIST RATIO
0) 0)
96% 96%
YEAR OVER YEAR % CHANGE YEAR OVER YEAR % CHANGE

-2.13% -4.32%

*The statistics provided were obtained from the Toronto Regional Real Estate Board's Market Watch SEPTEMBER 2024;
Summary of Existing Home Transactions for All Home Types, SEPTEMBER 2024 + Focus on the
MLS Home Price Index for Composite, SEPTEMBER 2024 for York Region's Aurora and King

Fall market is in full swing in York Region. We have seen an increase in inventory, which is very positive for those out
shopping for real estate, as it has brought more selection for Buyers. This also means an opportunity for offers with home
inspections or finance conditions again. With this in mind, Sellers need to ensure their pricing strategy is competitive to be
positioned strongly "in" the market and not just sitting "on" the market, as well as making sure their homes present best,
both online and in person. We are expecting another rate announcement at the end of the month, which may bring those
sitting on the sidelines back with intentions to actively transact. Working closely with your real estate advisor to strategize
is integral. In an evolving market, Key Advantage is your trusted partner for insight and support, to help you make informed
decisions with confidence. If you are thinking of buying or selling in 2025, now is the time to connect to talk strategy.
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KEY ADVANTAGE

- Provided by Key Advantage Team Royal LePage RCR Realty

Lindsay Strom, Broker
www.KeyAdvantage.ca | 905-836-1212 | info@KeyAdvantage.ca
* Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract.
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15 minutes can save you money
and bring you peace of mind.
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&

‘4"-45'

Your time is yours to enjoy; for
everything else, there’s CINZIA.

CINZIA
CANINI

sales representative
cinziacanini.com

Thinking of Selling?
Call H

418.879.7606

imawr wl
REFFALLEPAGE RCR
ETCE ndepen

Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract.

Situated on a half-acre lot in the coveted Springhill Gardens enclave of King City offers
a prestigious address surrounded by multi-million-dollar estates. 600 sq. ft. Great room
addition with stone exterior & double garden doors leading to a 100 x 223 ft. landscaped lot
featuring perennial gardens and a spacious stone patio. Open-concept kitchen equipped with
a centre island, B/l appliances & custom B/I cabinetry in the family-sized dining area. Separate
living room/den with wood-burning fireplace & double garden door walk out while the office
space or formal dining room is ideal for home office or formal entertaining. Second level
offers two renovated bathrooms, a luxurious primary ensuite with heated floors & a huge
custom walk-in closet. Fully finished lower level with European-style service kitchen, rec room,
bedroom/craft room, 3-piece bath & a roughed-in bar. A separate large office addition with
walk in storage is accessible via a service staircase & exterior side door entry, offering privacy
and functionality making it ideal for a home business. 1st time offered $2,388,000

SAlonica SYiohe
35 Award Winning Years

Sales Representative

0 NNARD 2002/23 B0 CLUB e E— i

Direct: 416-618-1714 « www.monicastohr.com

Coshmunity

Give your living room a n

An “out with the old,

in with the new” mentality

can extend to people’s visions
for their homes.

A home in need of repair or renovation can serve as
a catalyst to take inventory of personal style and help
make interior spaces reflect one’s unique vibe.

A living room can grow stale over time and often
serves as a catch-call for clothing, blankets, gadgets,
and other items. Upon recognizing a living room has
seen better days, individuals may decide it’s time to
give the space a new vibe. That transformation can
start with these strategies.

ORGANIZE FIRST

Clutter frequently is the culprit behind a living room
that may not give off the vibe individuals desire.
As families grow and people add belongings, space
may be at a premium. Less is more has never been a
more important concept. Remove extraneous items
before purchasing new furniture or transitioning
to a new design. You may even want to remove
everything and start from scratch before reintroduc-
ing desirable elements to the space.

SEEK THE ASSISTANCE OF PROFESSIONALS

Some people are adept at decorating and designing
spaces. But just as you wouldn’t perform your own
medical procedures, you should leave jobs like in-
terior design and renovations to the professionals.
Hiring a professional interior designer and contrac-
tors can really bring a living room together in ways

ew vibe

homeowners may have never imagined. These pros
can build off of your ideas and truly create a space
that may be worthy of a magazine spread.

PROMOTE WELLNESS

You may want to consider adding natural materials
in the design to promote well-being. Eco-friendly
furnishings, raw fibers and organic textures will cre-
ate an environment from sustainable choices. Plenty
of plants also can create a welcoming environment
that helps you surround yourself with positive energy
and the items you love.

LIGHTIT UP

One of the easiest ways to transform a room’s vibe
is to utilize lighting. Change draperies to allow
more natural light to shine in. Consider additional
windows or skylights if yours is a particularly dark
home. If you desire to create a more vivid or cozy
ambiance, use a combination of accent, task and
supplemental lighting in the space so there are no
dim corners.

CREATE AN INDUSTRIAL OR URBAN VIBE
Industrial-chic design celebrates the bones of a
building. It's what makes city lofts so appealing, with
their exposed beams and brick. Even those who
live in suburbia or out in the country can give a
living room this look with subtle nods to the style.
Unadorned windows, clean lines on furniture,
oversized, gallery-style art, and metal accents can
add touches of this popular look to your home.

Revamping a living room doesn’t have to be difficult.
With an idea in place and some professional touches,
an entirely new vibe can be achieved.

South Simcoe County is the Place You Want To Be

“0” County Rd. 89. Farm/ Investment
28.8 acre clear farm with large storage shed and site fo build a home, two highway access driveways.
Close to the Tanger Outlet Mall and the new site of the Innisfil Casino and the 89/400 highway corridor.

i

3194 County Rd. 89 Innisfil
58.8 acre Farm stretching from 89 to 2nd Conc., with 4 bdrm, 1 bath raised Brick bungalow,
30 clear acres of rich black soil farmable land, 28 acre of wooded lot situated 2k from
the 400 & 89 intersection, Tanger Outlet Mall and highway frontage access on one of the last

major east west connector link to the 400 series corridor not under developer control.

$3,500,000

Salesperson

CALL TODAY TO BOOK A SHOWING
Ken Prait CSP

Office: 905-936-2121 Direct: 705-796-6753

kenpratt@century21l.ca « www.century21.ca/KenPratt

CENTURY 21

Heritage Group Ltd.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING TURKEY HEIST:
A tale of feathers, feasts, and fabulous homes

s .

A

By Julien Laurion
Real Estate

As Thanksgiving rolls around,
families everywhere are
scrambling to get their turkeys,
decorations, and recipes ready
for the big feast.

But here in Aurora, Ontario, there’s a buzz about a
different kind of preparation - a tale of intrigue,
real estate, and a turkey heist that has left the town
in stitches. And who better to bring you this inside
scoop than yours truly, the very guy responsible for
both homes and holiday hilarity.

Picture it: a serene Thanksgiving morning. I, Julien
Laurion, the resident realtor and contractor ex-
traordinaire, was on my usual route to ensure my
clients had everything they needed for their dream
Thanksgiving gatherings. After all, homes are where
memories are made, and Thanksgiving is the king of
memory-making occasions.

Butas I drove by my most recent listings, admiring the
homes all dressed up for the season, I noticed some-
thing unusual. On several lawns, where once there
were decorative turkeys (both real and inflatable),
there was now... nothing! An empty nest, a vanished
bird, a missing mascot! Who would pull such a
dastardly deed right before Thanksgiving?

I took it upon myself to investigate. 'm not just a
realtor; ’'m a community guy. And if I could sniff out
the best deals on homes, I could sniff out a Thanks-
giving thief. Besides, a holiday crisis in Aurora was
bound to affect business — whod want to host Thanks-
giving in a home targeted by a turkey snatcher?

With a coffee in one hand and a notepad in the other,
I started a thorough inspection of each turkeyless
yard. The evidence was scarce — a few feathers here,

.'...I
G-

some footprints there, and, curiously, a trail of stuffing
leading toward the nearby park. This was no amateur
job; it had all the signs of a well-coordinated poultry
ploy. And it wasn't just inflatable turkeys. I'd heard
reports of a real bird named Tom (a local resident’s
prize turkey) who had gone MIA that very morning.

Determined to crack the case, I called up a few clients
and enlisted their help. After all, the neighborhood is
tight-knit, and everyone loves a good mystery. Soon,
the folks of Aurora Heights and Orchard Heights
were on the lookout, texting me with sightings, clues,
and even conspiracy theories. Was this the work of
kids pulling a prank? Or had the turkeys banded
together to orchestrate a feathered flight to freedom?

Just as the community began to suspect a prank gone
too far, we had a breakthrough. A neighbor spotted a
familiar figure near one of my listings on Wellington
Street, carrying a sack filled with what looked like
(you guessed it) feathers. And who was this culprit?
None other than Bob the Builder, my occasional assis-
tant who helps with some of my renovation projects.

When we caught up with Bob, he spilled the beans -
or rather, the breadcrumbs. Turns out, hed planned a

Global Reach With
Loeal Expertise

Private Resort

e 2+ acres of outdoor living
¢ Spring-Fed swimmable pond

¢ Soaring 21 ft. ceiling height

for more details
e $11,900,000

Privacy Galore

e 4.43 Acres

angle of the house
¢ Tranquil private oasis
e 5Bedrooms, 6 Baths

¢ Inground pool

e Sauna and steam room
e Must see to appreciate
e $5,750,000

¢ Ideal to live your ultimate lifestyle

e Large concrete saltwater pool
¢ High-end finishes throughout

¢ Endless spectacular features, call

e Spectacular views from every

¢ Renovated & updated throughout

-.."..-

grand Thanksgiving surprise: a "turkey hunt" where
families would follow clues around the neighbor-
hood to find all the missing turkeys, with the final
prize being a massive turkey feast at one of my recent
property flips, a beautiful four-bedroom home with
all the trimmings for a festive gathering.

Bob's idea, though well-intentioned, had caused a
stir far bigger than hed anticipated. But I had to hand
it to him - this was creativity at its finest. We couldn't
just stop there. So, with the help of some quick
decorating, we turned the four-bedroom home into
a Thanksgiving wonderland. We set up tables, invited
families, and made sure every single turkey (real and
inflatable) was accounted for.

The day ended in pure Thanksgiving bliss. Families
gathered in the “Turkey House,” marveling at the deli-
cious spread. Tom the Turkey, whod been temporarily
“kidnapped” for the hunt, strutted around proudly,
pecking at crumbs and basking in the attention.

The "Turkey Heist" became the talk of the town, and
Bob the Builder was officially forgiven — but with a
friendly warning to run his next idea by me first. And
as for me, well, I had a new plan for Thanksgiving in

/\VEN UE

REALTY TEAM SINCE 1987

KELLER WILLIAMS EMPOWERED REALTY, BROKERAGE

Aurora: I'd make it an annual event! Each year, wed
set up a new home for a Thanksgiving feast, giving
people a chance to celebrate in style and see what it’s
like to gather in a dream home — which just might be
their own one day.

The Great Turkey Heist was a reminder of why I
do what I do. A house is more than four walls and
a roof — its a place for adventure, laughter, and
community. And in this business, it's not just about
selling homes but creating spaces where memories
like these can be made. So, from my family to yours,
may your Thanksgiving be filled with love, laughter,
and perhaps just a little bit of mischief.

Happy Thanksgiving from Julien Laurion - your
local realtor, contractor, and now, honorary “Turkey
Whisperer” of Auroral

I've got your back from start to finish. I'm a local Realtor

who has lived in Aurora for more than 30 years and know

it inside and out. With A LOT of home construction experience,
I have an eye that will help you make informed decisions

re: home concerns and renovations. Let me help you with your
next big purchase/move. Please feel free to call or email me
directly at 416-402-5530 or julien@bigtuna.ca or

check out my socials at @bigtunarealty

Experience the benefit of our boutique approach and
worldwide reach that spans 5 continents and 50+ countries.

905.737.6060

Investment Opportunity

Approximately 230 Acres
60% workable farmland
Easy access to HWY 7
Features several ponds

¢ Huge balconies and
expansive terrace
e 2car built-in garage

¢ Parisian-styled kitchen

e Located near multiple golf
clubs and hiking trails
Picturesque setting
$7,998,000

Corner Unit Flooded with Natural Light

e 3+1Bedrooms

4 Washrooms

¢ High-end upgrades
$1,496,888

CALL US TO VIEW THESE PROPERTIES AND LEARN HOW OUR 35+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE ALLOWS US TO DELIVER
EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE THAT CONSISTENTLY GENERATES THE BEST RESULTS IN ANY MARKET CONDITION R 1 . o

Christopher Fusco
Broker of Record/Team Leader

416-301-4878

cfusco@avenuerealty.com

VENUE

REALTY TEAM SINCE 1987

Emily B. Fusco
Broker/Team Leader
905-737-6060
efusco@avenuerealty.com

EMPOWERED
REALTY

KELLERWILLIAMS



8 RESALE HOMES COLLECTIONS | OCTOBER 2024 AURORA/KING

Tips to protect your
family from carbon
monoxide poisoning

~c)As winter brings colder
temperatures, the use

of heating systems, fireplaces
and other fuel-burning
appliances increases.

long with the warmth and comfort, these heat-
Aing methods can also bring with them a silent
danger into your home known as carbon mon-
oxide poisoning. Understanding the risks and taking

preventive measures can help to keep your family
safe throughout the season.

Carbon monoxide is an odourless, colourless gas
produced from burning fuel in vehicles, stoves,
lanterns, grills, fireplaces, gas ranges and furnaces.
When it builds up in enclosed or semi-enclosed
spaces, it can be extremely dangerous. Breathing in
high levels of carbon monoxide can cause symptoms
like headache, dizziness, weakness, upset stomach,
vomiting, chest pain and confusion. Prolonged expo-
sure can lead to loss of consciousness and even death.

To protect your home and family, it is crucial to in-
stall carbon monoxide detectors on every level of your
home, especially near sleeping areas. Test your detec-
tors monthly to ensure they are functioning properly
and replace their batteries whenever you change the

time on your clocks for daylight saving (twice a year,
fall and spring) or more frequently if required.

Ensuring proper ventilation for all fuel-burning
appliances is another preventive measure. Make sure
stoves, fireplaces and furnaces are properly vented
to the outside. Regularly inspect and maintain these
appliances to prevent carbon monoxide buildup. Don't
use generators, grills, camp stoves or other fuel-burn-
ing devices inside your home, basement or garage.

It is essential to schedule annual inspections of your

heating system, water heater and any other gas-, oil-,
wood-, pellet- or coal-burning appliances by a certified
technician. Regular maintenance may identify and fix
potential carbon monoxide leaks, ensuring your home
remains safe.

Find more home safety tips to keep you and your
family safe this winter at belairdirect.com.
www.newscanada.com

Your Community Hardware Store
Serving York Region and Surrounding Areds

NAVY GREY, LAKEWOOD,

SUMMIT, MODERN
SHAKER WHITE

16 COLOUR OPTIONS FOR
QUARTZ COUNTER TOPS
&MATCHING MIRRORS

24” to 727 sizes available

BUYgNOW|
ANDISAVE

Come and see
the difference

AVAILABL

STONEWOOD VANITIES

E

We Offer Many In-House Services to Make Your Life Easier:

e Window & Door Installation
¢ Kitchen & Bath
e Custom Deck Design

e Paint & Painting Supplies
e Stihl Dealer
e Delivery

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How.

Aurora

Home hardware

BUILDING CENTRE

REAL ESTATE

INC. BROKERAGE

AURORA

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora

905-727-4751

Schomberg

Home hardware

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

17250 Hwy 27, Unit 1
(Foodland & Tim Hortons plazca)

905-939-HOME (4663)
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4 fire safety tips to
keep your family safe

(NC) Did you know most home fire deaths occur in
homes without properly working smoke alarms, or no
alarms at all? Fire safety is a critical aspect of home
maintenance, and these simple yet effective tips can
help keep you and your loved ones safe.

TEST AND MAINTAIN ALARMS

Maintaining your smoke and carbon monoxide (CO)
alarms is an important part of helping keep your home
and family safe. However, according to Statistics
Canada, of the Canadians who experienced a resi-
dential fire between 2015-2021, just one-in-three
had a working smoke alarm in their home. The Na-
tional Fire Protection Association recommends that
alarms be installed on every level of your home,
including the basement, and in every bedroom.
Remember to test your alarms regularly, and if you're
using battery-powered alarms, change the batteries
at least every six months.

CONSIDER UPGRADING TO

10-YEAR SEALED-BATTERY ALARMS

To make maintaining your smoke and CO alarms
easier, upgrade to a combination model with a 10-
year sealed battery, such as the First Alert's 2-in-1
Combination Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Alarm.
Alarms with two-in-one technology protect against
both types of dangers. The sealed battery eliminates
late-night battery chirps as well as the need for battery
replacements.

EQUIP YOURSELF WITH FIRE EXTINGUISHERS
In addition to working smoke alarms, fire extinguish-

CHECK FOR DRAFTS working properly. Replace the backup batteries at least ers are another important safety tool to have in your
(NC) For m OSt pa rtS Of Ca na d a ! Inspect all windows, exterior doors and other openings  twice a year. These units also have expiry dates, so check home. Fire extinguishers should be stored in easy-
at th | S t| me Of year |t’ S in the walls, such as dryer vents and where gas and elec-  those while you're at it and replace them as needed. to-reach places and in key rooms where there is a
trical lines enter the house. Seal any gaps where water higher risk of fires starting, such as the kitchen and
ineVitable that freezi ng could enter with exterior-grade caulking. Use interior ~ WARD OFF MOULD garage. An easy way to remember how to use a fire
caulking indoors to seal gaps around the inside of win-  Cool and damp weather creates the perfect breeding extinguisher is with the acronym PASS: Pull the pin.
te m pe ratu res, SNOW an d dows and any drafty spots along the baseboards. ground for mould, so take steps to make sure it doesn’t Hold the extinguisher with the nozzle pointing away
. . . take root in your house. Consider keeping a dehumid- from you and release the locking mechanism. Aim
ICe are jUSt over the horizon. SHUT OFF GARDEN HOSES ifier running in your basement regularly and check low. Point the extinguisher at the base of the fire.
. Turn off the water supply to your exterior faucet(s)  that air can circulate freely behind furniture and at the Squeeze the lever slowly and evenly. Sweep the
Befo re the COld arrlves, and then open each to drain any remaining water.  back of your closets, especially those on exterior walls. nozzle from side to side.
. : Drain any water from the hoses themselves before

here are six th I ngS yOU storing th);m for winter. Find more tips on getting your home winter-ready CREATE A FIRE ESCAPE PLAN
at aviva.ca. To make a fire escape plan, start by identifying two ways
Sho u |d d 0 tO p re pa re yOU r CHANGE YOUR FURNACE FILTERS www.newscanada.com out of each room, tﬁenpassign an )éutdoofrymgeting sp3</)t
h ome for W| nte r Before the heating season starts, change your furnace I a safe distance from your home. Dedicate someone in

the family to assist with any pets, elderly family mem-
bers or infants. Once you've established a plan, practice
it with the entire household at least twice a year.

filter and stock up on replacements. You should also
have the furnace inspected according to the manu-

CLEAN YOUR PLUMBING facturer’s instructions.

Cooler temperatures put a strain on your plumb-

ing system, so be proactive and prevent clogs or ice  |NSPECT SMOKE AND CARBON

build-up by cleaning the drains of your sinks, tub, MONOXIDE DETECTORS

shower and dishwasher. If you have a sump pump,  You should test the smoke alarms and carbon monoxide
be sure to check and unclog any exterior drains too. ~ (CO) detectors in your home monthly to ensure they’re

Find more fire safety advice at firstalert.ca.

www.newscanada.com

SOthebyls Canada

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

meredith-nichols

REFINED COUNTRY LIVING

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING
31 Wilkinson Place, Aurora 24 Hedgerow Court, Kleinburg
$2,890,000 $10,800,000

LELL]

Y

KING OFFICE (BY APPOINTMENT ONLY)
12974 Keele St., King City, Ontario
416.960.9995 | meredithnichols@sothebysrealty.ca

Scan to subscribe to

our monthly newsletter
for exclusive real estate
insights and local market
updates.

Sotheby’s International Realty Canada Brokerage, Independently Owned and
Operated. E.&O.E.: This information is from sources which we deem reliable,
but must be verified by prospective Purchasers and may be subject to change
or withdrawal. Not intended to solicit properties already under agreement.

**Broker *Sales Representative Khalcn lVlCl’Cditl’lM Kim I\TiCh()lS)e
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RE/MAX
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I'HE DARYL KING TEAM e

ALLOW US TO HELP YOU

Daryl King

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

LUXURIOUS ‘FE
Presenting the exquisitely designed ‘Fernbrook’
executive home in Princeton Heights, Aurora
Estates. This expansive lot property boasts

premium finishes and a gourmet kitchen, with

customization options available. It includes four
generously sized bedrooms, each with its own

private bathroom.
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PEACEFUL BUNGALOW RETREAT NEAR LAKE

Discover this upgraded walkout bungalow on a
serene cul-de-sac near Little Lake. Enjoy modern
living with three upgraded bathrooms, a spacious
kitchen with stainless steel appliances, a private
backyard with a waterfall, an oversized garage,
and direct access to nature. Close to schools,
parks, and amenities.

- el & RLb Ls
" - g 1A

LTI
MODERN LIVING, PRIME VAUGHAN L

Prime location in Vaughan! This modern
1-bedroom + den condo features an open-
concept layout, floor-to-ceiling windows, and
upgraded kitchen with granite countertops. Enjoy
south-facing skyline views from the balcony.
Amenities include a concierge, gym, pool, and
more. Easy access to transit, dining, and highways.

S——— =
CUSTOMIZE YOUR DREAM LAKE WILCOX HOME
Introducing an opportunity to customize your
dream executive home in Lake Wilcox. This to-be-
built residence is designed with 4+1 bedrooms,

5 bathrooms, and a chef's kitchen outfitted with
high-end JennAir appliances. Envision luxurious
finishes throughout, with the chance to select your
preferences to truly make it your own.

¢ >

#1 TEAMIN YORK REGION | TOP 10 TEAM IN CANADA | #14 TEAM WORLDWIDE FOR RE/MAX*

WWW.DARYLKING.CA

For the Royal Treatment | Allow Us To Help You

From Listed To Sold
We'll Get You There

CONTACT THE DARYL KING TEAM TODAY

BRAND NEW HOME ON SPACIOUS DOUBLE LOT

Brand new custom-built executive home

on a premium 96’ x 126’ lot in Richmond Hill.

This masterpiece boasts an open concept
layout, high-quality craftsmanship, 10" ceilings,
chef's kitchen with quartz counters and Bosch

appliances, spa-like ensuite, spacious bedrooms
with walk-in closets, and a 38’ x 126" easement.
Perfect for luxury living.

SOPHISTICATED BUNGALOFT IN VAUGHAN

Sophisticated stone and brick Bungaloft in
sought-after Vellore Village! Nestled on a
landscaped lot, this stunning home features a
chef's kitchen, soaring family room, formal living
with fireplace, main floor primary suite, and a
fully finished lower level with separate entrance.
Perfect for families seeking luxury and comfort.

FEEYE ataean i —
PERSONALIZE YOUR EXECUTIVE DREAM HOME
Explore this magnificent new ‘Fernbrook Homes'
property in prestigious Princeton Heights, Aurora
Estates. Featuring a customizable kitchen with
buyer-selected cabinetry and appliances, this
executive home offers luxurious finishes, four
spacious bedrooms with private bathrooms, and
ample natural light.
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SPACIOUS CORNER SUITE WITH VIEWS
Exceptional 3-bedroom corner suite with over
1300 sqft, offering stunning views of G-Ross Park
and sunsets. Renovated in 2019, it features an
open layout, modern kitchen with stainless steel
appliances, smart home technology, and 2-car
tandem parking. Steps from transit, shopping,
and highways.

We Speak Your Languaoge

905.907.5464

homes@darylking.com
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LAKE WILCOX LUXURY HOME HAVEN

Brand new custom executive home being built on
a 150’ lot in Lake Wilcox. This 4+1 bedroom, 5 bath
home boasts upgraded features perfect for family
living and entertaining. Chef's kitchen with JennAir
appliances, open concept living areas, luxurious
primary suite, and a finished lower level. Close to
Lake Wilcox Park and trails.

PRESTIGIOUS HOME WITH PREMIUM FENCED LOT
This executive home boasts a 3-car garage
with an EV port on a premium lot in a prestigious
community. Enjoy a grand 2-story foyer with a
3-way fireplace, a chef’s kitchen, a private deck,
a luxurious primary suite, and a finished walk-
out lower level with a gym, recreation room, and
additional office.

e

PRESTIGIOUS REGAL CREST RESIDENCE

Magnificent newly built ‘Regal Crest’ home in
OakRidge Meadows offers 10ft ceilings, gourmet
chef's kitchen, and a spacious open concept
layout. Features include 4 bedrooms with ensuites,
main floor office, and 2nd floor laundry. Enjoy
nearby nature trails, Lake Wilcox, and convenient
transit access.

WESTBROOK RAVINE HOME WITH WALKOUT

Premium ravine lot with a finished walk-out
basement in Westbrook. Top-ranked school
zone, 4+2 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, 2 ensuites.
Custom kitchen, hardwood floors, new deck,
interlock driveway, pot lights. Basement includes
2 bedrooms, new kitchen, sauna, and separate
laundry—perfect for in-law suite.

f1e8(c08*=35 P le0 o0

For a FREE home evaluation or more information on Real Estate, please call or email us.
MERBEERTEREZEMTER, BEERAZERFHEHLIEA],
Discover More Featured Listings.

Your Perfect Home Is Just a QR Code Away.

*The Daryl King Team consists of 43 registered Sales Representatives. **All data compiled by Re Stats Inc. from TRREB for closed transactions +/-2.5% on volume basis in 2020. ***
Based on data collected within Re/Max network in Canada in 2020. Not intended to solicit clients currently under contract with another Brokerage.




