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Magnifi cent 7 Acre Parcel Located In Prestigious Area Of 
King On A Quiet Lane Way Surrounded By Mature Trees. 
Area In Transition $$ Million Dollar Homes. Includes Well 
Maintained 3 Bedroom Bungalow Mins To Hwy 400, GO, 
Golf, Amenities & King’s Finest Private Schools (CDS, SAC 
& Villa Nova).

$998,800 www.45birdslane.com
Fabulous Multi Level Backsplit On Premium 1/2 Acre Lot Located 
on A Quiet Cul De Sac. Features Hardwood Floors, Crown Mould, 
Pot Lights, Fireplace, Skylight, California Shutters & Renovated 
Baths (Freestand Tub) Throughout. Family Size Kitchen Offers 
Granite Counters, Oak Cabinets & Walkout To Yard. Lrg Master Inc 
3pc Ensuite, Extensive Landscape, Flagstone Walkways, Mature 
Gardens, & Koi Pond. Mins To HWY 400, HWY 27, Schools & Amenities.

$998,000 www.1shanks.com
 Fabulous Spacious 5 Level Side Split Home, Excellent Location. Coun-
try Living & Easy Commute To City. Features 11 Ft Atrium, Marble Foyer, 
Lrg Family Size Kitchen, Breakfast Island. Open Concept Living And 
Dining. Hardwood Floors, Master Includes 5 Pc Ensuite & W/0 To Glass 
Enclosed Balcony. Lrg Family Room, Wood Burning Stove, 3 Season Sun 
Room & Hot Tub. Walk Out To Mature Gardens, Waterfall & Pond. Flag-
stone Walkway & 12 X 22 Workshop. 2 Car Garage

$999,000 www.13470weston.com

King's 
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Team

direct 416-896-9333
email ferlisirealestate@gmail.com

 @ferlisirealestate
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In November 2019, local Royal  
LePage Your Community Realty broker  
CAROLINE BAILE will be departing with 
a group of colleagues to trek across the 
Sahara Desert in Morocco to show their 
support for the Royal LePage Shelter 
Foundation. This group of ardent hikers 
- four groups totaling 120 Royal LePage 
professionals - will trek more than 100 km 
over five days, crossing difficult terrain in 
desert temperatures that dip to almost 
freezing at night. They will sleep in group 
tents and go without indoor plumbing, 
electricity, cell service and other comforts 
of home to raise funds for Canadian 
women’s shelters and programs to help 
end family violence. 

The Sahara Desert Challenge for Shelter 
is a unique fundraising event in support 
of the Royal LePage Shelter Foundation 
which encourages Royal LePage agents 
from across Canada to raise funds 
and train for a physically, mentally and  
emotionally demanding experience.

Continuted on page 4

CAROLINE BAILE, LOCAL REALTORs 

Trekking across Sahara Desert 
In support of abused women 
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Decks can surround pools and create outdoor patio 
areas that make it easy to establish multitiered living 
spaces, improving the functionality of outdoor areas.

Certain deck trends have emerged as industry ex-
perts’ top picks for the upcoming remodeling and ren-
ovation season. For those thinking of revamping an ex-
isting deck, or building an entirely new one, these trends 
are on point.

Established perimeters: “Picture framing” is not 
a new trend, but one that has taken greater hold in re-
cent years. The term refers to aesthetically appealing 
designs that conceal the ends of deck boards for a clean 
finish. Some designs feature contrasting material colors 
on the ends for even more impact. This helps create re-
fined perimeters for a polished look.

Roof-top decking: Urban areas also can benefit 
from decking to create usable outdoor spaces. In fact, 
many new condominium and townhouse communities 
are incorporating roof-top decks into their designs, par-
ticularly in communities with water views or other im-
pressive vistas. HGTV experts suggest roof-top decks 
feature light-colored materials and fixtures to help keep 
the area cool even in direct sunlight.

Distressed hardwood: Builder and Developer, a 
management resource for professional homebuilders, 
says that the trend for using distressed hardwoods at 
home has migrated outside. Some decking manu-
facturers have recently introduced low-maintenance 
composite deck boards that mimic the look and feel of 

distressed, rustic hardwood flooring. This weathered 
appearance gives the look of age without the upkeep of 
real aged wood.

Wooden walkways: Decking can be the more 
traditional design people envision with a patio table or 
outdoor furniture. But it also can consist of wooden walk-
ways or a low-laying patio  to accentuate the yard.

Mixed materials: Homeowners may be inspired by 
commercial eateries, breweries and urban markets in 
their exterior design choices. Decks featuring composite 
materials and aluminum railings blend sophistication, 
urban appeal and comfort.

Personal touches: Homeowners can customize 
their decks with personal touches. It’s not unheard of to 
wrap columns in stone or glass tiles for more impact. 
And a vast array of decking colors now enables fun in-
terpretations for outdoor areas.

Fire pit conversation area: Many decks can in-
corporate water or fire elements for visual appeal. Gas-fu-
eled fire elements can expand the functionality of decks 
beyond the warm seasons, or make enjoying them practi-
cal on nights when the temperature plummets.

Decks are reimagined in many different ways with 
continually evolving trends. 

Custom-built decks can expand usable outdoor entertaining spaces.
Deck trends continue to improve on the form  

and function of outdoor living spaces.

 decktrends

Fences can provide privacy and transform 
backyards into calming places to relax and 
unwind. But fences also may lead to disputes 
with neighbors if installation is not carried out 
with etiquette. Always place the fence within 
your property lines, which can be determined 
by examining a land survey for your home. In-
form your neighbors of your intention to erect 
a fence, and give any concerns they might have 
substantial consideration. Face the more aes-
thetically appealing side of the fence outward to 
the street and to neighbors’ yards. In addition, 
maintain the fence once it is installed so it does 
not become a neighborhood eyesore that irks 
your neighbors.

   Did you know?
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14 Elmwood Ave, Schomberg

Charming family home on large, treed lot in the heart of Schomberg.  
Quiet street, 3 bdrm, 2 bathroom bungalow with large , carpeted rec room 
in lower level. New two tiered decking overlooking private back yard. 
Walk to parks, Main Street amenities.

Lynda Laceby* & Mike Laceby*                        $ 859,000

4 Dundas St E, Erin

Opportunity Awaits To Own A Charming Home On A Corner Lot In The Heart Of Erin. Spacious Layout With Character 
Throughout, Incl 9 Foot Ceilings, Hardwood & Laminate Floors & Crown Mouldings. Great Family Kitchen With Gran-
ite Countertops, Subway Tile Backsplash & Built-In Appliances. Large, Fenced Inground Pool & Decking Throughout. 
Workshop/Barn Has Hydro. Walking Distance To Town, Trails, Parks, Schools & Amenities. Great Family Neighbourhood. 
Extras: All Built-In Kitchen Appliances Including Fridge, Stove, Dishwasher, Washer & Dryer, Elf, Window Coverings & 
All Pool Equipment.
Amanda Vizziello* & Anita Parliament*       $ 698,000

240 Church St, Schomberg  

Desirable Rural Setting!! Look No Further For Your 6+ Acre Private Country Property! Nestled Into The Rolling Hills 
Of King. 349 Foot Frontage On Quiet Country Road. Just A 5 Min Walk To The Town Of Schomberg For Shopping, 
Restaurants, School. Gorgeous Mature Trees Adorn This Property Cocooning It In Peace And Tranquility. Panoramic Views 
Of The Countryside. This Property Will Take Your Breath Away. Waiting For Your Imagination & Building Dreams.Truly 
A Highly Sought After Location.This Diverse Property Features Many Possibilities For Selecting The Perfect Site To Situ-
ate Your Custom Home Or Renovate The Existing Bungalow.Bungalow Being Sold In As Is Condition. New Well 2017

Jeff Laceby*** & Cinda Brown*          $ 1,500,000

2385 Davis Drive, King

Rare Find In King Township. 25 Vacant Acres With A Variety Of Topography , Trees, Streams, On Which 
To Build Your Dream Home. Great Location On Paved Road With Easy Access To Highway 400. Close 
To Aurora/Newmarket , Private Schools And An Easy Drive To The Airport This Unique Parcel Is Looking 
For The Creative Buyer Who Can See The Potential And Thinks “Outside The Box”! There Is No Entry 
To This Land From Highway 9. Book An Appointment To Walk The Property. There Is A Mix Of Table 
Land And Trees
Lynda Laceby*            $ 1,125,000

6480 Lloydtown-Aurora Road, King 

Lovely Raised Bungalow With Spectacular Vistas From Every Window. Wonderful Home With In Ground Pool Set Private-
ly Behind The House. Many Walkouts To Decks And Patios. Stunning New Kitchen With Granite Counters, Centre Island 
And Large Breakfast Area That Walks Out To Deck That Overlooks The Pool Area. Family Room With Vaulted Ceilings 
And Floor To Ceiling Stone Fireplace. Large , Private 2.49 Acres With Views Over Neighbours Large Pond. No Need For 
A Cottage With This Property. Great Entertaining Areas, Inside And Out With A Convenient Large 2 Car Garage With 
Entry To Lower Level Mud Room. Finished Lower Level ,Rec Room, Exercise Room ,Laundry Room,4th Bdrm ,3Pc Bath.

Lynda Laceby* & Cinda Brown*          $ 1,589,000

 NEW listiNg!

 NEW listiNg!

21786 Leslie St, East Gwillimbury 

Excellent Opportunity To Own A 192+ Acre Farm, Located In East Gwillimbury (Just Outside Of Newmarket). 
Close Vicinity To All Amenities And 404. Unique Century Farmhouse (C. 1870) With Majestic Presence. 3 Bed-
rooms, 2 Bathrooms.If You Love Nature, Quiet Living & Privacy Then You’ll Love This Opportunity. Prime Agricul-
tural Land Within In The Greenbelt Protected Countryside And Governed By Lsca. Approx. 142 Acres Currently Be-
ing Farmed. Presently Used As A Sod Farm. Being Sold In “As Is” Condition With No Representations Or Warranties.

Jeff Laceby*** & Cinda Brown*               

180 Hedge Road, Georgina

Cherished 4-Season Cottage/Home, Rich In History & Lovingly Maintained. 6 Bdrm, 3 Bthrm 
Traditional Property With Knotty Pine Walls And Floors Create A Cozy Feel With Rustic 
Charm. Oversized Windows. Nestled Between Natural Outcroppings, Lush Landscaping And 
Unobstructed Shoreline On Lake Simcoe. A Vast Decking System Leads One Gently To The 
Water’s Edge Of A Mix Of Rock Shelf Shoreline & Sandy Beach. Breathtaking Sunsets And 
Views Of Lake Simcoe.Year Round Access.Conveniently Situated Close To All Desirable Ameni-
ties-Shopping, Dining, Golf (Briar’s Resort) & More. 

Mike Laceby* & Cinda Brown*           $ 1,775,000

6370 4th Line, Tottenham

95 Acres Of Vacant Land Abutting The Growing Town Of Tottenham,  
Immediately To The West And North. Good Location For Commuting  
To The Gta , Pearson Airport Or Cottage Country To The North. Income  
Generating Property. Original House Is Tenanted And Barns Are Not In Use.  
Land Is Rented. 
Jeff Laceby*** & Lynda Laceby*           $ 6,300,000

9600 Yonge St, Suite 712 B Richmond Hill

Location, Location, Location. Grand Palace Condominium In High Demand Area. City View! Beautiful, Bright 
Open Concept 1+1 Bedroom (With Den). Floor To Ceiling Windows. 9Ft Ceilings. Full Width Spacious Balco-
ny With Unobstructed View. Stainless Steel Appliances Plus Stackable Front Load Washer And Dryer.One Parking 
Spot That Is Owned With Locker. Steps To Amenities-Hillcrest Mall, Transit, Restaurants And Shopping. Amenities 
Include: 24 Hr. Concierge, Indoor Pool, His/Her Sauna, Gym, Party Room With Outdoor Terrace And Bbq + 
Guest Suites.
Mike Laceby *& Lynda Laceby*               $ 468,500

sOlD

REALTOR

 NEW pricE!
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Thinking of BUYING or SELLING?
Call Gary or Gemma for a

FREE MARKET EVALUATION!

Thinking of BUYING or SELLING?
Call GEMMA or GARY

s a l e s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

KING CITY
King’s most desirable areas. Gorgeous 10 acres with towering evergreens 
o� ering total privacy. Minutes  to all major highways.  Lovely 4 bedroom home, 
den, 4 baths and 2 car garages.  This exceptional property also features a main 
� oor in law suite,  in ground pool and workshop. $2,988,000. 

KING CITY
Mid century design 4 bedroom home on a huge private lot, 91’ x 166’ located in 
the quaint hamlet of Laskay. Large family room with � replace,, picture windows 
throughout the home, gas hydronic system for heating, separate workshop, 2 car 
garages. $948,000.

KING
Spectacular new custom built bungalow on 2.3 acres.  This gorgeous home 
features, hardwood and porcelain � oors, 9’ ceiling, 7 ½” baseboards, great room 
with � replace & vaulted ceiling. Master bedroom with walk in closet & 6pce 
bath. Covered outdoor living area 19’ x 17’ with � replace, overlooks pond, Finish 
lower level with wine cellar, walk in cooler and rec room. 3 car garages, separate 
workshop with loft & separate utility garage. $2,698,000.

®

Thinking of BUYING or SELLING? Call Gary or Gemma for a FREE MARKET EVALUATION.     www.TheBarclayTeam.com

®

 Realtron Realty Inc., Brokerage

416-274-8288 DIRECT
416-222-8600 Offi ce

Independently owned and operated.

Elevate your Expectations!

®

Thinking of BUYING or SELLING? Call Gary or Gemma for a FREE MARKET EVALUATION.     www.TheBarclayTeam.com

®

 Realtron Realty Inc., Brokerage

416-274-8288 DIRECT
416-222-8600 Offi ce

Independently owned and operated.

Elevate your Expectations!

CAROLINE BAILE has set a goal to 
raise $5,000 which will be donated to the 
Yellow Brick House in York Region. 80% 
of funds raised will go directly towards 
our local shelter, with the remaining 20% 
supporting domestic violence prevention  
programs across Canada; including 
those focused on youth, to help break 
the cycle of family violence.  

This is a cause close to the heart for CAROLINE 
BAILE, and one she is very passionate about. “As  
realtors, helping people find their dream home  
is our job. A home is supposed to be a place of  
comfort, safely and love. Sadly, this is not the case 
for everyone in our community. Domestic Violence 
affects women and chil-dren across the country, 
regardless of geographics or demographics. Young, 
old, wealthy or oppressed; sadly, domestic violence 
is seen across the spectrum. Unlike illness which  
we have no control over, domestic violence is a 
cause we can bring an end to. Together we CAN 
make a difference! Every step we take and every  
dollar raised goes directly towards adding  
additional shelter beds so women and children  
are not turned away in their darkest hour.”

Sadly, on any given night in Canada close to 6,000 
women and children are forced to stay in emergency 

shelter beds because it is not safe for them to stay at 
home. At the same time, hundreds are turned away 
each night as the shelters are full. Even more tragic is 
on average, every 6 days in Canada a woman is killed 
by her current or  former partner! In too many cases  
woman go to their local shelter because they are  
literally running for their lives.

Half of all women in Canada have experienced 
at least one incident of physical or sexual violence 
since the age of 16. 

• �67% of Canadians personally know a woman  
who has been abused.

• �On average, every six days a woman in Canada  
is killed by her intimate partner. However, in 
the first eight months of 2018, a woman or girl  
was killed on average every other day, in most  
instances by a man she knew.

• �362,000 Canadian children are exposed to  
domestic violence each year.

• �Shelters are critical to the safety and well-being of 
women and children fleeing domestic violence; 
the most dangerous time for a woman is when she 
leaves her abusive partner. 

To join CAROLINE BAILE in making it easier  
for women and children to walk safely and brave-
ly away from violence and gain hope for a future  
without abuse, please join her and her team on  
Saturday, March 30th, 2019 from 9-11am for a  
self-defense course located at the Aurora Seniors Asso-

ciation (90 John West Way, Aurora). Participation will 
be $25 per person and all proceed will go directly to 
the Royal LePage Shelter Foundation and the Yellow  
Brick House. Kindly RSVP to info@CarolineBaile.com

About Royal LePage Shelter Foundation 
The Royal LePage Shelter Foundation is Canada’s  

largest public foundation dedicated exclusively to 
sup-porting women’s shelters and ending violence 
against women and children. Through agent com-
mission do-nations and the fundraising activities of 
the Royal LePage network, over $27 million has been 
raised to help provide a safe haven and new beginnings 
to more than 50,000 women and children each year. 
For more information, visit royallepage.ca/shelter

To donate to this amazing cause please visit:
www.CarolineBaile.com/ShelterTrek/

For further information to donate, please contact: 
CAROLINE BAILE, Broker -  
Royal LePage Your Community Realty  
416.788.2700 
CarolineBaile@me.com
www.CarolineBaile.com 
Instagram: @CarolineBaileTeam
Facebook: @CarolineBaileRealEstate
Twitter: @CarolineBaile1
#HikingForHER  #BreakTheCycle  #TrekForShelter

Continued from the cover
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DIRECT: 416.788.2700 | BUS: 905.727.3154
CarolineBaile@me.com | www.CarolineBaile.com

Broker

CAROLINE BAILE

156 WILLOW FARM LANE, AURORA
$2,800,000

1077 BROOK GARDENS MARSH, NEWMARKET
$590,000

32 KITIMAT CRESCENT, AURORA
$758,000

11  KENNEDY STREET EAST, AURORA 
$1,075,000

101 BARR CRESCENT, AURORA
$998,000

30 ROSS LINTON DRIVE, AURORA
$689,000

220 LANGFORD BOULEVARD, BRADFORD
$899,900

85 WELLINGTON STREET WEST #102 
$429,000

58 ALEXANDER BOULEVARD, GEORGINA
$399,000

2012-2014

Wonder What YOUR Home is Worth?

Sales Representative
LORRAINE MACDONALD

Sales Representative
ERICA CHO

Sales Representative
SHREEMA TALSANIA

Sales Representative
JOHN SPINELLO

Sales Representative
KELLY BURT

Operarations Manager
KERRI FILLIER

Business Developement
MICHELE LOCKE

Sales Representative 
& Client Care

AMANDA BERNARDI

Warm weather often inspires  
renewed vigor in decorating or  
organizing a home.

People who live in apartments, small 
homes or condos or those who have 
embraced the “tiny house” movement 
must rely on clever decorating to  
maximize their spaces. Here are some 
ideas when space is at a premium.
Go vertical. Utilize vertical space, such as lights hung 
on a wall beside a bed instead of lamps on a nightstand or 
bookshelves and other shelving to keep items off of the floor.

Bench seating. Benches can provide more seating 
when entertaining guests and also can be moved to the 
living room or elsewhere as needed. Place a small bench 
in a foyer and put some wicker bins beneath for storage.

Utilize natural light. Rooms that have ample light 
can seem more spacious. Pull up blinds (or skip them if 
privacy isn’t an issue) and use the sunshine to help spaces 
appear more airy. 

Decorating 
small spaces
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Ana Pronio
Broker of Record

905.833.0111

REAL ESTATE

BUYING

SELLING

INVESTING

LEASING

MARKET 
TRENDS

FINANCING

DOWNSIZING

RELOCATION

STAGING

Let’s talk...

ana@trendsrealtyinc.com

Professional Service, Effective Marketing, HD Photography, 

Virtual Tours, Aerial & Video, Social Media Marketing

www.trendsrealtyinc.com MEET OUR GROUP AT 
www.trendsrealtyinc.com

Your King Township 
Brokerage

Why Choose 
Re/Max?

Leading Brand 
Awareness &Unmatched 

Global Presence

International 
Referral Partners

100,000 Agents & 
7000 O�  ces 

Worldwide

Your Listing Viewed  
In Over 100 Countries

In 6 Continents, 
In Over 40 Languages
& Countries Currency!!

Buying or Selling? 
Contact Us!
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Silence is golden when touring homes for sale as a Buyer, technology advances every day and  
many home Sellers are recording everything that’s being said throughout the home when they aren’t 
present whether the parties are aware or not.  

It’s ideal to tour a home for sale and reserve comment until after.  Set a plan to write down what is 
liked or disliked about the home.  Capture questions, concerns and share upon exiting the home.  Come 
together with your REALTOR® after seeing considered homes and discuss all findings.  A discovery 
and debrief session is essential as next steps are planned on the journey towards buying a home.  The 
concerns with being heard may be that the Buyers motivation is revealed and that may negatively 
impact negotiation power.   

Speak to an Accredited Buyer’s Specialist ABR® to plan the steps towards purchasing a home. 

– Written by Connie Power

Connie Power is a Real EstateCNE® SRS® ABR® SRES® Sales Representative, Assistant Manager  and New Agent Mentor and 
Career Development for RE/MAX Hallmark York Group Realty Ltd.,  Brokerage serving York region and beyond.   

EmPOWERing YOU in Real ESTATE!

**Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract

Ask A Realtor®

The Silent Buyer

www.DPScountertops.ca

Showroom: 
16650 Jane Street, King 
905-503-2222

DPS
g r a n i t e  .  q u a r t z  .  p o r c e l a i n

countertops.ca

Bathroom and kitchen makeovers are 
some of the most coveted and profit-
able improvements that can be made to 
a home. Installing new cabinetry, coun-
tertops and appliances can transform 
the look of a kitchen, but homeowners 
also must consider the functionality of 
design when renovating.
The National Kitchen and Bath Association suggests 
applying the kitchen “work triangle,” which is a con-
cept used to create efficient kitchen layouts. The tri-
angle comprises imaginary straight lines drawn from 
the cooking appliance, sink and refrigerator. These are 
where much of the work in the kitchen takes place. The 
general idea is that when the work triangle is positioned 
accordingly — with the three components in close 
proximity to one another — the kitchen is easier and 
more efficient to use. Homeowners will be able to move 
freely among these elements when they are placed at 
appropriate distances, reducing wasted steps.
The NKBA suggests following these guidelines to cre-
ate efficient kitchens.

• No major traffic patterns should cross through the triangle.

• The sum of the work triangle’s three sides should not 
exceed 26 feet. Each portion of the triangle should be 
between four and nine feet.

• Avoid cutting through an island or a peninsula.

• If the kitchen has only one sink, it should be placed 
between or across from the cooking surface, prepara-
tion area or refrigerator.

The work triangle is a suggestion, not a law of  
design. As kitchens evolve and more people use them 
simultaneously, designers may take certain liberties — 
even having multiple triangles at play. Homeowners 
should also design their kitchens so they function best 
for their own individual lifestyles.
Kitchen layout can be just as important as the decor 
and appliances within the kitchen.

How to create an effective  
workflow in the kitchen

According to a survey of its users, the home im-
provement resource HomeAdvisor found that the 
average kitchen remodeling project took six weeks 
to complete. While some homeowners might be 
turned off by the prospect of having little or no ac-
cess to their kitchens for more than a month, Ho-
meAdvisor warns that the length of time it takes to 
complete a kitchen remodeling project depends on 
a host of factors, including the scope of the project. 
Some homeowners reported to HomeAdvisor that 
their projects lasted for several months, though 
those projects required extensive work, including 
moving walls and rearranging plumbing. Others 
who only replaced the flooring and countertops in 
their kitchens were back in business in just three 
weeks. Homeowners should always receive a 
projected completion date when soliciting esti-
mates from contractors. But it’s also important that 
homeowners plan for unforeseen problems that 
may arise during the project, thereby extending the 
length of time necessary to complete it.

   Did you know?
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*Faucet extra

STEP 
CHARCOAL 
GREY 
CLASSIC BRAND ALSO 
HAS A WIDE SELECTION 
OF QUARTZ VANITY TOPS 
& MIRRORS.

24” to 72” sizes available 

905-727-4751
289 Wellington St. E., Aurora

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How. 

GREAT SAVINGS
at Aurora Home Hardware

Come and see 
the difference

BUY NOW
AND SAVE

CLASSIC BRAND HANDLES & KNOBS INCLUDED

NEW  CLASSIC BRAND VANITIES 
AVAILABLE
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HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD.

Direct: 416-418-6683
Office: 905-727-1941

JulianneBoileau@hotmail.com
Time2Buy-Sell.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Julianne Boileau 16 Willis Drive Aurora

Premium private lot  
no neighbours behind  
to the left or in front!

Call me direct to view  
this wonderful home!

I HAVE QUALIFIED BUYERS FOR PROPERTIES IN KING! 

SOLD

Dear Big Tuna:  A friend of  
mine is looking to buy and he  
had to sign a buyer representation 
agreement before the agent  
would show him anything.  
Why would he have to do this?   
If you could clarify this,  
it would be appreciated.   
Thanks in advance, Tim.

 Hi Tim!  First of all, you never HAVE to sign 
anything!  Now that we have that out of the way… 

A Buyer Representation Agreement or BRA is a 
document that is a clear and concise agreement that 
protects the Consumer and Realtor. Many clients 
are apprehensive to sign a BRA as they are often 
viewed as the same type of contract as cell phone or 
cable contracts. These types of contracts are often 
intimidating to read and many people prefer not 
to enter into any additional contracts, especially if 
they are early in the buying process.

However, as a Realtor, it is my job to explain how 
a BRA protects both the client and myself. When 
your friend was shown a BRA, it should have  
been discussed with him that you get to choose the 
duration of the contract, the type of homes that 
qualify and the areas in which it would apply.  For 
example: 90-day duration for a Single Family home/
condo in Aurora and Newmarket.  Everything is in 
writing so there are no misunderstandings.

How does it protect Realtors? Well it ensures we 
are compensated for our hard work.  

As you may know, Realtors put in countless 
hours of unpaid work with no certainty on when or 
if we may have a listing or purchase.  A BRA is an 
agreement that offers some protection to the agent 
that efforts will be compensated should there be a 
successful purchase. A very important section that 
you will want to pay attention to is the “carry over 

clause.” This clause, added by the agent, specifies 
the timeframe that he or she will be compensated 
should you buy a home that they showed under  
contract after the contract expires. In short,  
if you buy a home they showed you during that 
period by yourself or another agent, the agent  
you signed the BRA with could be entitled to a  
portion of the commissions owed. Not unlike  
a short term employment contract that clearly  
outlines what is expected of an employee to get 
paid.  A BRA is our employment agreement with 
you, our boss!  

A BRA is nothing to be worried about.  It should 
actually provide some clarity and comfort. Also,  
if at anytime you are unhappy with your service,  
it is your right to cancel the contract. 

Who is Big Tuna,  
The Renovating Realtor?

 Julien Laurion AKA Big Tuna,  
is a local Real Estate Sale Representative with  

RE/MAX Hallmark York Group Realty in Aurora.  
I am a real estate agent who has expertise in both  

Real Estate and Renovations and have been  
involved in this community for over 20 years.  
If you have a question for my monthly article  

or if you are considering buying,  
selling or leasing a home please feel free  

to call or email me directly at (416) 402-5530  
or julien@bigtuna.ca or by alternatively by  

visiting my website www.bigtuna.ca  
or Facebook page @bigtunarealty

Ask Big Tuna, The Renovating Realtor

Homes are the most expensive purchases many 
people will ever make. While home ownership can 
be rewarding, first-time homeowners may experi-
ence some sticker shock when shopping for homes 
and calculating their potential mortgage costs. But as  
expensive as home ownership can be, there are  
ways for homeowners to pay off their mortgages long 
before those loans reach maturity.

Pay extra each month. Factors like home value,  
property tax and your mortgage loan interest rate  
determine how much your monthly mortgage payment 
will be. But there’s still room to save. According to the 
Chase extra payments calculator, homeowners who  
borrow $200,000 (after making an initial 20 percent  
down payment of $50,000 on a home valued at 

$250,000) at 4 percent interest and pay $4,000 annu-
ally in property taxes and homeowner’s insurance can  
save more than $26,000 in interest over the life of  
the loan by paying as little as $100 extra per month.  
In addition, including an additional $100 each month  
will trim 59 months, or just about five years, off the life of 
your loan.

Stop paying PMI. If your initial down payment was  
less than 20 percent of the value of your home at the  
time you purchased it, then you were likely required to 
pay private mortgage insurance, or PMI. PMI may be 
costing you a couple hundred dollars per month, but 
once your mortgage balance falls below 80 percent of 
your home’s appraised value, you can ask your lender to 
stop charging PMI. While it might be nice to pocket those 

PMI costs for a rainy day, continue paying that money 
each month so you can shorten the life of your loan.

Have your home reassessed. While home-
owners would like to think the value of their homes 
is always on the rise, some homes decrease in  
value over time. If your home is reassessed at a  
lesser value, your property taxes will decrease. Put 
the money you’re saving on property taxes toward 
your monthly mortgage payment each month.

Refinance your mortgage. Refinancing to a 
lower interest rate can lower your monthly mortgage 
payment, but be sure that the costs to refinance do not 
exceed the savings you will earn. Apply any money you 
save from refinancing to your monthly payment.

How to pay off your mortgage before maturity

By Julien Laurion 
The Big Tuna of Real Estate 
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Call Me Today.... Your King City Mortgage Professional!!
Tel: 416-892-6565

MORTGAGES
MADE EASY!
JOE MANDARINO Mortgage Agent
jmandarino@sherwoodmortgagegroup.com

1700 King Road, Unit 22, King City   905-539-9511   info@foresthillelite.com   |   www.foresthillelite.com

Manuela Pal� mo
Managing Partner, Broker

416-802-1066

Glenn M. Hant
Broker

416-803-2887

Kath� ine Kl
 ic
Sales Representative

647-984-4141

Michael Maniaci
Sales Representative

416-992-8287

Ray Hayd
 
Sales Representative

416-839-3054

Alessandro Desim� e
Sales Representative

416-799-8000

Leading Luxury Specialists

SOLD OVER ASKING
Newly Renovated 3 Bedroom + 1 Bedroom 

Detached Bungalow. 
Located in Toronto. 

Katherine Klaric 647-984-4141

FOR SALE
This Gorgeous home features 4 Bedrooms with 
an en-suite bath in each room. Located in very 

desirable area of King City. Only 2 years old. 
Manuela Palermo 416-802-1066

FOR SALE
Stunning  Zancor Home Built on Ravine Lot!

Located in Prestigous King City!
Katherine Klaric 647-984-4141

FOR SALE
Superior lot, Rebuild Site! 

Desirable neighbourhood in King City.
Ray Haydar 416-839-3054

FOR SALE
Prestigious 4 Bedroom Home In King City! Featuring 

A Deep Lot Surrounded By Cedars For Privacy
Manuela Palermo 416-802-1066

FOR SALE
Gorgeous 4200 Sq. Ft. Of Custom-Built 
Executive Luxury Living Space In One Of 
Richmond Hill’s Most Prestigious Areas.

Michael Maniaci 416-992-8287

TRANSIT CITY PLATINUM ACCESS
Platinum access to new developments across GTA. 
Available this Month in Vaughan, Bayview Village, 

Yonge and Eglinton and Yorkville. Ask for Big Al. 
Alessandro Desimone 416-799-8000

COMING SOON
Gorgeous home in prestigious Oak Ridges lake Wilcox 

beautifully back to ravine . Extensive renovation throw 
out 4+1 with separate full fi nish basement apartment.  

Ray Haydar 416-839-3054
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During the cold months of winter, many people  
stare longingly out of the window dreaming of spring  
and time spent outdoors. For those with green thumbs,  
images of tending to the garden and other aspects of their 
landscapes no doubt dominate such daydreams. 

Draw inspiration from those budding crocuses and daffo-
dils pushing through the last remnants of snow and employ 
these tips to  prepare for the upcoming gardening season.

• One of the first steps is to apply a preemergent weed killer 
to get a head start knocking out weeds that can plague the 
lawn during the growing season. Killing weeds at the roots 
early on can mean far fewer hassles in spring and summer, 
and may prevent new generations of weeds from cropping 
up each year.

• While it may be tempting to take a prematurely warm day 
as a sign that spring is in full force and purchase a bunch 
of annuals, it’s better to know the last of the possible frost 
dates (check “The Farmer’s Almanac”); otherwise, you may 
waste time and money planting flowers or vegetables only 
to have them zapped by another frosty day. 

• Amend the soil so that it is the right consistency — just 
crumbling when lifting it. Soil that is too muddy after spring 
thaw can harden, making it difficult for plants to flourish later 
on. Speak with representatives at a local lawn and garden 
center about which types of amendments you can add to 
the soil in your particular area to enrich it. 

• Lawn and garden experts at The Home Depot suggest 
filling in bare patches of lawn now by mixing a few shov-
elfuls of soil with grass seed. Then apply this patch to the 
bare areas, water, and continue to care for the area until 
the spot fills in.

• Spend a day in the garage or shed tending to the lawn 
mower and other gardening equipment. Clean all tools and 
ensure that everything works, repairing parts as needed.

• Give outdoor entertaining spaces a good scrubbing, clear-
ing away dirt and grime that may have accumulated over the 
winter. Use a leaf blower to blow away any leftover leaves.

• Check if the front porch, railings or decking need painting 
and/or staining. Tackle these projects when the weather is 
cooler so everything will be ready for those peak spring days.

• Think about any annuals you might want to plant in the 
landscape this year that will complement any existing 
shrubbery or perennials. Come up with a theme so that the 
entire yard is cohesive. 

Before homeowners know it, winter is gone and it is time 
to once again enjoy long days spent outdoors. Get a jump 
start on spring lawn prep as soon as you can.

Early spring 
landscaping

tipsThe popularity of outdoor 
living spaces has been 
growing for years.

A 2014 study from the home remodeling and 
design platform Houzz found that 56 per-
cent of homeowners were making updates 

to improve their yards for entertaining. Similarly, 
nearly 60 percent of architectural practices 
surveyed by the American Institute of Architects 
in 2016 said outdoor living spaces were popular 
features in the homes they built.

Outdoor living spaces may also be sound invest-
ments for homeowners looking to improve the resale 
value of their properties. According to Remodeling 
magazine’s 2017 “Cost vs. Value” report, outdoor 
living spaces returned between 55 and 71 percent of 
homeowners’ initial investments at resale.

When planning an outdoor living space, home-
owners with ample backyards have much to work 
with. However, to make the most of the space while 
simultaneously hoping to get as strong a return on 

their investments as possible, homeowners should 
look to create spaces that offer broad appeal and 
are not too personalized. The following are some 
popular outdoor living space features homeown-
ers may want to consider.

Outdoor kitchens
Outdoor kitchens allow homeowners to prepare 

more than just traditional backyard barbecue fare. A 
standalone charcoal grill in the backyard might get 
the job done, but a built-in gas grill complete with 
burners and surrounding granite countertop makes 
for a more functional outdoor entertaining space.

Bars
Indoor entertaining areas often include bars, so 

it makes sense that homeowners want to include 
a place to prepare and serve beverages to their 
guests. Homeowners with room in their budgets 
may want to install wet bars where they can rinse 
mixers, glasses and other items needed to prepare 
drinks for their guests.

Warming features
Features that can keep homeowners and their 

guests warm after the sun sets include outdoor 
fireplaces and firepits. A 2016 survey conducted 
by the American Society of Landscape Architects 
found that fireplaces and firepits were the most 
popular outdoor design element in 2016. Such 
features can provide a focal point in the backyard 
while also extending the outdoor living season 
into autumn and even early winter.

Porch space
Outdoor living spaces are often found in the 

backyard, but homeowners with bigger front yards 
than backyards may want to expand or open their 
porch spaces to create more space outside. Porch 
swings and rocking chairs provide a great place 
to relax, and porch spaces are covered, meaning 
homeowners can continue to enjoy time outside 
even when it begins to rain.

Outdoor living spaces are growing in popularity. 
Homeowners who want to capitalize on this trend 
can do so in various ways.

Winter’s fury didn’t stop Buyer’s who were 
committed to making Aurora their new 
address, 50 homes sold throughout the 

28 day month at an average price of $939,253 
which is a about a 9 per cent improvement in 
value since the January report from the Toronto 
Real Estate Board an almost identical home value 
as the same time last year.  Sellers added an addi-
tional 152 homes of all descriptions to the market 
and at month end 238 homes remained available 
for sale throughout Aurora.  Typically Seller’s re-
ceived 98 per cent of their asking price on their 
homes which on average sold in 32 days.  At cur-
rent rates of Buyers’ demand it would take about 
4.5 months to sell through the current number of 
offerings available.  

Looking closer at the top two types of homes 
that sold in February, 29 detached homes were 

bought at a median price of $995,000 while 10 
townhomes or attached dwellings sold for a me-
dian of $690,000.  For more details on the mar-
ket and market values across Aurora and beyond 
contact a REALTOR® for a face to face discussion.

– Written by Connie Power 
Connie Power is a Real Estate Sales Representative CNE® SRS® 

ABR® SRES®, Assistant Manager, Mentors and Develops  
New Real Estate Sales Representatives for RE/MAX Hallmark York 

Group Realty Ltd.,  Brokerage serving York region and  
beyond in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA). 

Empowering you in Real Estate, Call Connie today to make an 
appointment to discuss your next move at (905) 726-0856.

*The statistics provided herein were obtained from the  
Toronto Real Estate Board; Regional Housing Market Tables;  

York Region, Aurora for February of 2018, 2019 and the  
Summary of Existing Home Transactions of all home types,  

February 2018, 2019 for all TREB Areas.

***Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract.

Real Estate Market Update – Aurora

Inclement Weather for Buyers

Items to improve outdoor  living spaces
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#1 IN COMPANY / #3 IN CANADA / #18 Worldwide
2016 as awarded by Century 21 Heritage Group Ltd 2016 as awarded by Century 21 Canada 2016 as awarded by Century 21 Canada

Direct: 416.433.8316
905.883.8300ext.3085

denniston@sympatico.ca

www.MicheleDenniston.ca

BROKER

 CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE HOME EVALUATION AND AIR MILES BONUS

#1 IN COMPANY / #5 IN CANADA / #17 Worldwide
2015 as awarded by Century 21 Heritage Group Ltd 2015 as awarded by Century 21 Canada 2015 as awarded by Century 21 Canada

7905 SMITH BLVD. - $698,000 - WWW.7905SMITH.COM
Magnificent 2 Storey Brick home situated on 10 Acres! Property features absolute privacy w/
easy commute to 404. Upper flr presents 3 oversized bedrooms w/5 pc. Master Ensuite. M/Flr 
Central Kitchen w/SS Appl. Beautiful bay windows. New 130 sq. ft. 4 season Sun Room (2015) 
& new 500 sq. ft. Deck overlooking Fish Pond (2016). Completely reno'd Basement w/New 
3Pc. Bath, Bedroom & Den (2015), 3 Bay Heated Garage, Energy Eff Zuba Furnace/AC

4795 19TH SDRD - $2,888,000 - WWW.4795-19TH.COM
Spectacular! Resort Style Living. Your Own Private Oasis. Approx. 17 Acre Parcel, Features Executive Ranch Style Bungalow. Chef's Dream Kitchen, Commercial Grade Appliances.
Hardwood Floors, Crown Moulding, Vaulted Ceilings, Multiple Fireplace + Finished Lower Level. Ideal Rec In Basement With Second Kitchen & Bdrm. Boasts 4 Separate Workshop/Garage
All Heated, Hydro And Water, Concrte Floors. (30 X 50 2 Story, 24X40 2 Story, 24X40, 3600 Sq Ft Irreg.) Inground Salt Water Pool, Pool House With 2 Pc Bath And Outdoor Showers,
Screened In Cabana, Stocked Pond, Professional Volley Ball Court, Fire Pit, Extensive Trails For Snowmobile/Atv & So Much More! Located Mins To Hwy 400, Schools Amenities.

2218 ADULLAM AVE. – $649,000 - WWW.2218ADULLAM.COM
Fabulous 4 Bedroom home, Modern Design, Spacious Open Concept, Finished Basement on 
50' x 130' lot overlooking Ravine. Features family size kitchen, Maple Cabinets, Breakfast 
Island, SS Appliances, Open to large family room & inviting fireplace. 4 large bedrooms & 
finished lower level with separate office space, Loads of Storage. Large 20' x 24' rear deck 
overlooking ravine, Walking distance to amenities, easy access to Lake.

Feature Property…

GLOBAL EXPOSURE
LOCAL EXPERTISE

Heritage Group Ltd., Brokerage
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

Direct: 416.433.8316
905.883.8300 ext.3085

denniston@sympatico.ca

www.MicheleDenniston.ca

BROKER

1895/1945/1991 16TH SDRD - $6,988,000 - WWW.1895-16TH.COM
Absolutely Breathtaking (Approx 20 Ac) On One Of The Most Spectacular Parcels In All Of King City. Located On Most Prestigious Address. Boasts 4 Homes
Plus Additional Outbuilding. Main House, 2 Story 3 Bedroom, Updated Kitchen Featuring Sub Zero, Wolfe Appliances, Modern Bath, Hdwd Flrs And Loaded
With Character, 12-15 Baseboard & Natural Barn Board Beam Feature Thru-Out. Guest House, Guest Cottage, Staff Residence, Barn & Large Pond.
Majestic Long Winding Private Drive. Panoramic Views Elevates You To A Different World, Yet Minutes To All Amenities, Hwy 400 & King’s Finest Private Schools.

Feature Property…

From each of us at The Michele Denniston Team, we would like to wish our clients, family and 
friends a safe and happy holiday season.

Happy Holidays from The Team That Goes "Above and Beyond

Mike 
Maiorano
Sales Representative

Lindsay 
Staples
Sales Representative

Arosa 
Mian
Sales Representative

William 
Scott
Sales Representative

Liz
Denieuwe
Marketing Manager

Bernadette 
Wainman
Stager/Decorator

Sabrina
Cameron
Office Manager

Ashley 
Johnston
Sales Representative

Mehdi 
Sadeghian
Sales Representative

Michele Denniston
Broker

191 Dew St, King   $1,798,000   www.191dew.com
SEntertainers Delight’ Spectacular Custom Built ‘Smart Home’ On 50 X 230Ft Lot. Features 9Ft Ceilings, Hardwood Floors, 8Ft Solid Door, 7” Baseboard, Crown Mould, 

2X Fireplace, Rod Iron Rail. Custom Cabinetry/Closet, Modern Baths. Chef’s Dream Kitchen, 2 Tone, Quartzite Counters, B/I Appliances, Pantry, Breakfast Island. 

Master Suite Offers 5Pc Ensuite, Heated Floors, W/I Closet & Fireplace O/L Backyard Oasis. Incl Salt Water Inground Pool, Hot Tub, Sauna.

Extensive Landscape. Stone Walk Way & Patio.4th Bedroom Ideal 2nd Master Or Guest Suite. Mins To Hwy 400, Amenities & Kings Finest Private Schools.

114 Holden Dr, Nobleton
www.114holden.com     $1,998,000

Entertainers Delight! Spectacular Executive Home (Approx 
5500 Sqft Living Space) On 3/4 Acre Private Mature Lot On 
Quiet Court, Features 9Ft Plus Smooth Ceiling, Hardwood, Crown 
Mould, 2X Fireplace, Skylight, Led Lighting, French Doors & 
Surround Sound Throughout, Formal Living & Dining. Master 
Suite Incl; 5 Pc Ensuite & W/I Closet. Family Size Kitchen W B/I 
Appliance. Incredible Finished Basement Ft Home Theatre, 
Games Room, Wet Bar & B/I Cabinetry.

1 Shanks Drive King
$998,000     www.1shanks.com

Fabulous Multi Level Backsplit On Premium 1/2 Acre Lot 
Located on A Quiet Cul De Sac. Features Hardwood Floors, 
Crown Mould, Pot Lights, Fireplace, Skylight, California Shutters 
& Renovated Baths (Freestand Tub) Throughout. Family Size 
Kitchen Offers Granite Counters, Oak Cabinets & Walkout 
To Yard. Lrg Master Inc 3pc Ensuite, Extensive Landscape, 
Flagstone Walkways, Mature Gardens, & Koi Pond. Mins To 
HWY 400, HWY 27, Schools & Amenities.

19 Ryder Rd, Maple 
$2,999,000     www.19ryder.com

Spectacular Custom Built Estate Home, Built Only With The Highest Quality 
Of Material. Designer Decor Inc Min 10Ft Plus Ceilings, 4 Plus 1 Bedrooms, 7 
Baths, 3 Fireplace, 5 Skylights, Extensive Paneling Thru-Out. 10” Baseboard, 
Crown Moulding, Feature ‘Walnut’ Bookcase, 3 Story Elevator, 2X Laundry 
, Nanny Suite (Every Bedroom Includes W/I Closet, Ensuite & Skylights), Rod 
Iron Rail, 2nd Floor Offi ce With B/I Cabinets. Chefs Dream Kitchen Offers 
B/I Appliance, Breakfast Island, Quartz Counters, Backsplash, Butlers Pan-
try. Master Suite Boasts W/I Dressing Room & 6 Pc Ensuite. Finished W/Up To 
Backyard Features Flowing Stream. Mins To Go Station & Transit.

Feature Property...

BROKER

 CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE HOME EVALUATION AND AIR MILES BONUS
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Complimentary

1 YEAR
HOME 

WARRANTY
when you 

Buy or Sell with us!


