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real estate experience!real estate experience!

ANITA KOTSOVOS
R E A L  E S TAT E  S A L E S  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E

ENJOY THE LAKE SIMCOE LIFE STYLE!

Absolutely Awesome 4 + 3 bedroom custom one of a kind  home just steps 
to the Lake! Stunning fl oorplan and quality craftsmanship throughout! 9 
ft. and vaulted ceilings, Great room with custom fl oor to ceiling stone gas 
fi replace & entertainment centre and soaring high ceiling - spectacular!! 
Open concept layout, formal dining room with Butlers servery, Main fl oor 
master retreat with spa inspired ensuite, loft space on 2nd fl oor open to 
below! Entry to garage from main fl oor & basement in-law apartment!

$1,599,000

HOT NEW SHARON LISTING!

Do not miss this beautiful 4 Bedroom Executive home with lovely decor, 
bright + airy fl oorplan and a 3 car garage! Situated in prime Sharon location 
on almost 1/2 acre landscaped treed and private lot! Huge driveway w/lots 
of parking for 9 cars! Modern kitchen - loads of cabinetry, quartz counters 
plus greenhouse style breakfast area + walkout to huge deck - great for 
parties & entertaining! Updates include: New 30 yr warranty Roof shingles 
(2009), New Garage Doors (2018), New Windows (2018), Furnace & A/C (2010)

$1,688,000

JUST LISTED IN THORNHILL!

Rare Find! Exquisite And Exceptional One Of A Kind 
Park-Like Estate Ravine Lot (88X309 Ft.) On Scenic 
Don Valley! Quiet Court Nestled Amongst Multi-Million $$$ 
Mansions! An Exceptional Combination Of Prestige, Privacy 
& Tranquility Of Nature In The Luxurious Neighbourhood 
Of Thornhill! Spacious House With Large Principal Rooms. 
Walk To Parks, Schools, Golf Courses, Shops & More!

$3,250,000

10473 Islington Ave., Kleinburg   905-607-2000   Cell: 905-626-1359

THINKING ABOUT SELLING? 
NANCY FAGAN S a l e s  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Call

Independently Owned & Operated

West Realty Inc.

MARKET UPDATE – SEPTEMBER 2023   

– Provided by Key Advantage Team Royal LePage RCR Realty 
Susie Strom, Sales Representative
www.KeyAdvantage.ca  |  905-836-1212  |  info@KeyAdvantage.ca
* Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract.

*The statistics provided were obtained from the Toronto Regional Real Estate Board's Market Watch September 2023;  
Summary of Existing Home Transactions for All Home Types September 2023 + Focus on the MLS Home Price Index for Composite for York Region's Aurora and King

AURORA KING
AVERAGE SALES PRICE AVERAGE SALES PRICE

NUMBER OF SALES NUMBER OF SALES

SALE TO LIST RATIO SALE TO LIST RATIO

YEAR OVER YEAR % CHANGE YEAR OVER YEAR % CHANGE

$1,277,312
AVERAGE 18 DAYS ON MARKET

$2,052,470
AVERAGE 35 DAYS ON MARKET

49
151 NEW LISTINGS

33
95 NEW LISTINGS

99% 96%

9.01% 4.05%
We continue to have a shortage of inventory in the market, by historical standards, but more inventory is beginning to trickle in. With 
the most recent rate hold, we hope to see Buyers continuing to come off the sidelines and engage in the market. Homes that offer 
many aesthetic renovations and are priced sharply are still demanding market value and selling in an average number of days. Days 
on market are beginning to increase and we are experiencing a "more normal" real estate cycle. The higher price point homes are 
moving slower than expected, but still generating a fair volume of interest. In the lower to mid range segment of the market, multiple 
offer strategies are not always working as intended. We are experiencing a more balanced market and this is a great time for Buyer's 
to capitalize on second looks, offers with contingencies and more choices when shopping. If you have any questions about current 
market conditions, we are always here to be a source of value, as your trusted advisor.

•  www.theauroran.com
•  www.kingsentinel.com
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When he began a career in real 
estate, Ken Pratt, a Real Estate 
Agent with Century 21 Heritage 
Group Ltd., was already very 
experienced in business, and the 
transition to the real estate industry 
was an easy learning curve. 

A LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENT SINCE 2014,  
Ken had a previous career in the grocery business  
before owning his own store in Beeton. He took over 
a grocery store at the request of the owner at that 
time, who asked him to continue to run the store and 
help guide many of the staff into retirement.

“I really enjoyed the sales part of the industry,” 
Ken explained. “I took the Canadian Professional  
Sales Association course and became the first  
retailer to be allowed to use my experience to  
join the Association. It is based on bringing ethics 
and morals into sales.”

Along with his experience in business, Ken is  
also a former Councillor with the former Town of 
Alliston, a Director and Sunday school teacher with 
his church, and has developed a strong network of 
knowledgeable connections through the region.

Ken always had an interest in real estate and has 
kept informed of the market and the trends over the 
years. It was this interest in the market that led him 
to pursue a career in real estate. He had a natural 
ability to work with people and negotiate deals that 
created equitable results for both buyers and sellers.

In his first year as a real estate agent, Ken was 
named a 'Centurion' – an honour awarded by  
Century 21 to top salespeople at a brokerage.

“To be really good at real estate, you have to be 
very good with details,” Ken explained. “If someone  
is buying, they want to pay a certain price; if someone  

is selling, they also want a certain price. It takes  
negotiation to get somewhere in the middle. My 
background in selling means to me that it’s all the 
same - you need the same principles and ethics.”

As a realtor, Ken is knowledgeable of the region  
and the towns he works in. He can guide you to  
a neighbourhood that has the amenities you want 
or require.

When purchasing a home, clients are often very 
interested in schools, restaurants, sports groups,  
recreation facilities, clubs, and other local organizations 
near where they are looking to buy. Other clients 
may be more concerned about having a pharmacy or 
medical clinic close by.

Ken knows the neighbourhoods and can guide 
a client to an area where they just might find what 
they are looking for. He also has the knowledge of 
what is or will be, happening in a town that may 
affect a potential buyer's decision to purchase in a 
particular area.

Everything from a new development to an area 
that is on a flood plain must be considered when 
buying a house, and Ken can advise clients on areas 
where there is unseen potential or something that 
could negatively affect a buyer in the future.

“When clients are looking for a realtor, they want 
someone who is honest, knowledgeable, and a true 
sales professional,” Ken said.

Ken strives to meet and exceed these expectations 
when he is dealing with clients. He enjoys the job 
and appreciates meeting clients and helping them 
achieve their home buying or selling goals – and he 
does it while maintaining his strong conviction in 
ethical and professional business practices he has 
always used in his career.

To reach Ken at Century 21 Heritage Group Ltd., 
you can visit online at www.ken-pratt.c21.ca to  
view featured properties or call him at the office at 
905-936-2121 or on his cell phone at 705-796-6753.

WRITTEN BY Brian Lockhart

KEN PRATT
A trusted and knowledgeable  
Realtor with a proven track record
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Schomberg
Home hardware

Aurora
Home hardware

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How. 

Aurora and Schomberg Home Hardware Serving York Region and Surrounding Areas

Schomberg
Home hardware

17250 Hwy 27, Unit 1
(in the Beer & Liquor Store plaza)

905-939-HOME (4663)
Aurora
Home hardware

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora

905-727-4751

As well as...
Housewares, Hand & Power Tools, Plumbing & Electrical Supplies, Vanities and 
Toilets, Paint & Painting Supplies, Automotive Supplies, Screen & Glass Repair. 
We also feature Giftware & Seasonal items, including Lawn & Garden Supplies.
We also sell lumber and provide next day delivery.

Your Community Hardware Store

JAVA, MIDNIGHT BLUE, 
BERMUDA WHITE, 
LONDON FOG, 
CLASSIC BRANDS ALSO HAS A
WIDE SELECTION OF QUARTZ 
VANITY TOPS & MIRRORS.
24” to 72” sizes available 

Come and see 
the difference

BUY NOWBUY NOW
AND SAVEAND SAVE

CLASSIC BRANDS HANDLES & KNOBS INCLUDED

CLASSIC BRANDS VANITIES 
AVAILABLE

We Offer Windows and Doors with Installation 
*Faucet extra

Pictured here 
Sandstone colour 

SANDSTONE & 
RIVERSTONE
Sizes up to 48” available

CURB APPEAL IN FULL COLOR
One of the most striking features of selling your  
home in the fall is the vibrant foliage and warm  
colour palette that nature provides. The reds, yellows,  
and oranges of fall leaves can add a picturesque  
and inviting atmosphere to your property. Take  
advantage of this season by raking leaves regularly 
and keeping your garden well-maintained. Buyers 
will be captivated by the picturesque view.

LESS COMPETITION
The fall season usually sees fewer homes on the  
market compared to the spring and summer rush. 
With less competition, your property can stand out 
more easily. Buyers may be more focused on the 
limited available options, giving your home a better 
chance of being noticed and considered. 

SERIOUS BUYERS
While there may be fewer buyers in the fall, the 
ones who are actively searching are often more  

serious about making a purchase. These buyers  
may be motivated by various factors, such as job  
relocations, changing family needs, or investments. 
This means that the showings you receive are more 
likely to come from genuine, qualified purchasers.

FLEXIBLE CLOSING DATES
Fall homebuyers often have more flexible closing 
dates. This can be an advantage for sellers who need 
a quick sale or have specific timeline requirements. 
Buyers may be motivated to close before the holi-
day season or in preparation for the new year.

SHOWCASE COZY INTERIORS
As the weather cools down, you can play up the  
coziness and warmth of your home's interior.  
Consider staging your home with fall-themed  
decor, such as warm throws, scented candles, and 
tasteful seasonal arrangements. A warm, inviting 
atmosphere can make potential buyers feel right  
at home.

HIGHLIGHT ENERGY EFFICIENCY
In the fall, buyers tend to be more concerned  
about energy efficiency as they prepare for the  
upcoming winter. You can take this opportunity  
to showcase the energy-saving features of your home, 
such as well-insulated windows, efficient heating  
systems, and draft-proof doors. This information  
can be a strong selling point for environmentally 
conscious buyers.

THINKING OF SELLING THIS WINTER?
If you are planning on selling your home this  
winter, consider having your exterior photos taken  
now! By taking exterior photos in the fall, you  
can showcase your home in a state of readiness  
for the impending winter. This can include well-
maintained gardens, trimmed trees, a clear driveway,  
and other preparations that make your home look  
prepared for the challenges of winter. Winter weather  
can pose challenges for photography, including  
snow accumulation, overcast skies, and shorter  
daylight hours. By taking photos in the fall, you can 
avoid these challenges and present your home in 
the best light possible. This ensures that your home 
is showcased at its best, even once the snow hits  
the ground. Buyers will appreciate being able to view 
photos of your home through various seasons. 

Selling your home in the fall may not be the most 
popular choice, but it offers unique advantages  
that can lead to a successful and profitable sale.  
From the picturesque curb appeal to the presence  
of serious buyers, the fall season has much to offer 
sellers. So, don't be deterred by the changing leaves 
and cooling temperatures. Embrace the autumn  
advantage and prepare to welcome prospective  
buyers into your cozy, inviting home.

If you are looking to buy or sell in King and sur-
rounding areas, give our team a call at (416) 433-8316 
for a free home estimate, a professional staging  
consultation or discuss your real estate needs with 
The Michele Denniston Real Estate Group today.

Embrace the Autumn Advantage:  
SELLING YOUR HOME IN THE FALL

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

Selling a home is a significant endeavour, and the  
season in which you decide to put your property on  
the market can have a notable impact on your success.  
While many homeowners opt for the spring and summer 
months for listing their homes, the fall season holds its  
own unique charm and benefits for sellers. In this article,  
we will explore the advantages and considerations  
when selling your home in the fall.
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#1 TEAM IN AURORA*
*Based on sold units & volume in Aurora from Jan 1 - Dec 31, 2022

from IMS incorporated Statistics

SUSIE STROM
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

LINDSAY STROM
BROKER

Living & Working In Your Neighbourhood

Home. It’s who we are.
www.KeyAdvantage.ca  |  905.836.1212  |  info@KeyAdvantage.ca

15 LONG VALLEY ROAD, AURORA

SOLD

56 STONEGATE STREET, STOUFFVILLE - $4,485,000 155 CROSSLAND GATE, NEWMARKET - $1,399,000

22 BANFF DRIVE, AURORA - $1,399,000

(NC) Your home should be 
your haven – a place for 
you to rest, recharge  
and enjoy your life.  
But even in the most  
magazine-perfect home 
there are a few important 
steps to take to keep  
your hideaway healthy.
TEST FOR RADON
Radon is an invisible radioactive gas that can seep up 
from the ground anywhere in the country. You can’t 
see it or smell it, but long-term exposure to radon is the 
number one cause of lung cancer in non-smokers, and 
it increases the existing risk of cancer in those who do 
smoke. It doesn’t matter if you have a newly built home 
or an old fixer-upper, your radon level could be high.

The only way to know if there is a dangerous level of 
radon in your home is to test for it using a do-it-yourself 
kit or by hiring a qualified professional. Health Canada 
recommends using a long-term test over three months 
in the fall and winter for the most accurate results.  
If your level is too high, you should hire a professional 
to fix it – it’s a usually an easy, one-day job costing 
about as much as a new home appliance.

INSTALL CO ALARMS
Carbon monoxide, known as CO, is another deadly 
gas that you can’t see, taste or smell. It’s made by 
fuel-burning appliances like gas stoves and fireplaces. 
When installed, maintained and used properly, these 
appliances are safe. But if there’s a malfunction or 
not enough ventilation, CO can build up to a deadly 
level. You may become tired and achy and eventually  
lose consciousness.

Installing CO alarms on every level of your home, 
especially outside sleeping areas, is the only way to 
protect yourself from this deadly gas. If an alarm goes 
off, get everyone out immediately and call emergency 
services right away. There shouldn’t be damage to 
your home, but you’ll need to air out the home and get 
the source of the buildup fixed before you can return.

REPLACE BATTERIES IN SMOKE DETECTORS
We all have smoke detectors in our homes to alert 
us in case of a fire, and you might know you are  
supposed to test them and change the batteries  
every six months. Put a note on your calendar to  
remind you when it’s time for this important step.  
You can also consider wiring in your smoke alarms  
if you ever update your electrical system. Just remem-
ber that you’ll still need back-up batteries installed  
in case of a power outage. Or buy ones with a built-in 
10-year battery. Depending on the model, detectors 
must be replaced every five to 10 years.

Even though these safety steps may not be as pretty 
or satisfying as sprucing up your space with new paint 
or decor, they are crucial steps to ensure you can rest 
easily and safely in your home.

Find more information about radon gas at takeaction-
onradon.ca.

www.newscanada.com

3 steps to  
make your  

home a safer 
sanctuary

DRAFT PROOFING
Looking for air leaks and drafts is an important  
first step when it comes to keeping your home  
cozy and energy efficient. Cold air can seep into  
your home through gaps around windows, doors 
and - believe it or not - even electrical outlets.  
After a thorough inspection, use weatherstripping  
or caulking to seal any openings. You’ll keep warm 
air in and cold air out, which can save you energy 
and money.

INSULATION UPGRADES
Think about adding insulation in key areas of your 
home. Attics, walls and floors are common places 

where heat can escape. New or additional insulation 
can help retain heat and keep indoor temperatures 
consistent. It’s a smart investment that can pay off 
with lower energy bills and greater comfort.

HVAC INSPECTION
You probably haven’t used it for a few months, so 
don’t forget about your heating system. Schedule a 
professional maintenance check to make sure it’s run-
ning at its best. Clean or replace filters, check for any 
problems and make necessary repairs before winter 
weather strikes. A well-maintained heating system 
will not only keep you warm, but also save energy by 
running more efficiently.

WINTER ESSENTIALS
Now is also a good time to stock your home with win-
ter supplies. Make sure you have extra blankets and 
warm clothing on hand. Plus, emergency supplies like 
flashlights, batteries, water and non-perishable food. 
You’ll be better prepared for unexpected weather and 
can have extra peace of mind for the upcoming season.

Remember, preparation is key and the sooner you start, 
the longer you can save energy. For recommendations 
on which upgrades to tackle first, and to see what rebates 
you can qualify for, you can sign up for a home energy 
assessment. Find out more at enbridgegas.com/herplus.

www.newscanada.com

(NC) As the seasons shift, it’s the perfect time to prepare your 
home for the chilly temperatures ahead. Taking steps to 
winterize your home now can make a big difference in your 
comfort and energy bills. Here are some practical tips.

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

How to get  
your home ready 

for winter
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Direct: 416-418-6683      Office: 905-727-1941
JulianneBoileau@hotmail.com

Time2Buy-Sell.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Julianne BoileauJulianne Boileau

HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD.

JUST LISTED
32 TECUMSETH, BEETON $750,000! 

FOR LEASE
15455 7TH CONCESSION, KING

NOW MORE THAN EVER YOU NEED  
AN EXPERIENCED AGENT...

 PUT MY 36 YEARS OF REAL ESTATE  
SUCCESS IN YOUR CORNER!

In these changing times experience is key, listing price, marketing 
stratagies, and understanding the current market conditions.

I GET RESULTS!  
CALL ME FOR A NO OBLIGATION  

PROPERTY EVALUATION.

Huge double lot, 4 Bdrm, 2 Bathroom Don’t miss it!

 3 Bedroom 1 Bathroom and laundry, living dining room country setting $3,100/month 

PRIVATE PIE SHAPED LOT  

Bright 1 owner home situated on a premium mature pie shaped lot tucked away on 
a quiet crescent location.  Enjoy the tranquility & privacy of perennial gardens from 
your oversized entertainer’s deck that walks out from family rm & kitchen.  Wonderful 
family home features 4 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms,  living/dining, family rm with fi replace 
& main fl r laundry with direct entry to double garage.  Close to lake, park, schools, 
shops & more. First time offered for $839,900.

Direct: 416-618-1714 • www.monicastohr.com
2017-2019

Monica StohrMonica Stohr

 “Opening Doors to Your Dreams”

35 Award Winning Years
Top 2% in Canada*

Sales Representative

The season of pumpkin spice 
is once again upon us, and so 
are fall decorating traditions. 
For many of us, the transition from summer to fall is a 
nostalgic time to break out the spooky decor, unpack 
the turkey-themed table runner and adorn the front 
door with our favourite fall wreath. But, if dressing up 
the house with orange pumpkins and burlap year after 
year is getting a bit stale over time, there’s no harm in 
shaking up your fall decorating choices this season.

Here are four new 2023 fall decor trends you can try 
in your home:

EARTHY TONES
Fall colours are traditionally defined by shades of or-
ange, red and brown. This year, more earth-like tones 
are making their way into the home, including vari-
eties of sage green, warm beige and caramel, rustic 
brick red and earthy terracotta. You can achieve this 
softer, more muted fall look through coloured glass-
ware, cushion covers, ceramics, blankets and other 
housewares that are easy to swap out when the seasons 

change. If you’re looking to add a contrasting state-
ment piece to your interior this fall, try introducing an 
eye-catching accent colour with a hint of black, indigo 
or copper.

RUSTIC TOUCHES
Rustic furniture is a staple in fall design this year. 
Building off of the theme of warm and earth-inspired 
interiors, distressed or vintage finds will bring a touch 
of charm to your home this season. The most eco-
nomical and environmentally friendly way to pull off 
this look is with the help of your local thrift store or 
online marketplaces, where you’re likely to find an ar-
ray of second-hand furniture, rugs and trinkets. You 
don’t need to spend a lot to add a ton of character to 
your space.

LAYERED TEXTURES
As the temperature drops, we tend to layer up with dif-
ferent fabrics to keep our bodies warm – it’s no differ-
ent for our homes.

This fall, mix and match different layers of textures 
and fabrics for an extra cozy feel. Whether it’s your 
bedding, accent cushions or rugs, get creative with 
different textiles, such as wool, knit, velvet, satin and 
cashmere. If your interior tastes are more neutral, you 

can still achieve this trend with a monochromatic co-
lour palette to elevate your home.

FRUITS AND FLOWERS
Move aside pumpkins – fruits are all the rage this 
year taking centre stage in 2023. Arrange apples,  
figs and pears in dough bowls for a less-expected fall 
centrepiece. If fruits aren’t your thing, opt for dried 
florals like pampas grass, sunflowers or wheat stalks 
to add a touch of ‘Cottage Core’ to your living space.

BONUS TIP: GIVE ATTENTION TO OUTDOOR SPACES
We are using outdoor spaces longer thanks to milder 
weather and outdoor heaters. Show your balcony, pa-
tio or backyard some fall decor love too by dressing it 
up with lanterns, wreaths and seasonal flowers, such as 
chrysanthemums or hydrangeas. Add a touch of cozi-
ness around your outdoor fireplace or sitting area with 
water-resistant pillows and blankets in your favourite 
fall colours and patterns.

– PROVIDED BY
MONICA STOHR Sales Representative

35 Award Winning Years | Top 2% in Canada*
Direct: 416-618-1714  www.monicastohr.com

(NC) Saving energy doesn’t need to be complicated or 
expensive. With a few simple upgrades and changes 
in daily habits, you can make your home more energy 
efficient and help lower utility bills.

1  EMBRACE NATURAL LIGHT Take advantage of 
natural light during the day. Open curtains and blinds 
to let the sunshine in. You won’t need to turn on as 
many lights, plus it will make your home brighter and 
more inviting. Keep in mind, this can heat up your 
home on hot days, but the extra heat is a good thing 
as the weather cools down.

2  LIGHT THE WAY WITH LEDS When you do 
need to turn on lights, choose energy-efficient LEDs. 
They use less energy and last significantly longer than  
traditional incandescent light bulbs. By switching to 
LEDs, you can reduce both your energy use and the 
number of bulbs that end up in landfills.

3  ADJUST YOUR THERMOSTAT Save energy 
without sacrificing comfort. During cooler months, 
lower your thermostat by a degree or two and put  
on an extra layer of clothing. In summer, raise the 
temperature a bit and use fans for added cooling.  
Also consider a smart thermostat to automatically  
adjust temperatures based on your schedule.

4  UNPLUG AND POWER DOWN Many electronics 
and appliances use standby power — also known as 
phantom power — even when they’re turned off. It’s a 
good idea to unplug them when not in use to reduce 
energy waste. Also think about using power bars with 
switches to easily turn off multiple devices at one time.

5  SEAL ENERGY LEAKS Are your windows or 
doors drafty? Use inexpensive weatherstripping and 
caulking to seal up gaps. This simple step can keep 
your home better insulated and temperatures more 
stable. That way, your heating and cooling systems 
don’t have to work as hard to keep your home comfy.

6  TAP INTO LOCAL PROGRAMS Check out  
programs that help homeowners reduce energy use, 
such as Home Efficiency Rebate Plus. A partnership 
between Enbridge Gas and the federal government, 
it offers rebates for energy-efficient home upgrades, 
such as insulation, windows, doors and more.

Find more information at enbridgegas.com/herplus.

www.newscanada.com

6 easy hacks  
to save energy  

at home

RESALE 
HOMES
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Decor 
Trends

FALL HOME 
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Aurora, Ontario - As the  
leaves turn to vibrant shades  
of orange and the chill of  
autumn fills the air, we take 
you on a spine-tingling journey 
through the haunted history  
of Aurora. While most might  
associate the real estate  
market with property values  
and square footage, there  
are tales of one house that  
transcend the ordinary. 

NESTLED AMIDST THE CHARMING streets of Aurora, 
a historic Victorian mansion stands as a ghostly testa-
ment to the town's eerie past. This impressive abode, 
known as the "Evershadow Estate," has intrigued both 
ghost enthusiasts and real estate aficionados alike. The 
property, now listed for sale, comes with a thrilling 
twist that would make even the bravest buyers pause.

Julien Laurion, known as "The Big Tuna" in the real 
estate world, is tasked with the spooky honour of 
selling this house. As he guided me through the 
cobwebbed corridors and creaky floors, he began to 
recount the ghostly tales of Evershadow Estate.

"From the moment you enter this haunted house, 
you'll feel the presence of its otherworldly inhabitants," 
said The Big Tuna. "It's the ultimate fixer-upper, but 
the spirits that call it home are the true investment."

As we explored the house, he shared stories of  
spectral laughter echoing through the halls, and 
phantom footsteps descending the grand staircase. 
Brave buyers, be prepared for unexplained drafts and 
flickering lights and don't be surprised if you find 
your furniture rearranged when you wake up in the 
morning. The ghosts have a taste for interior design!

The Big Tuna also introduced me to the tale of Lady 
Abigail Sinclair, the original owner of Evershadow 
Estate. Her tragic end involved a forbidden romance, 
a hidden treasure, and an untimely demise. Locals 
say she still roams the halls, searching for her lost love 
and the treasure she was unjustly denied.

The basement, with its ancient stone walls and dimly 
lit passageways, is rumoured to be the epicentre of 
paranormal activity. Many visitors have reported 
ghostly apparitions, and one brave homeowner even 
claimed to have seen Lady Abigail herself, weeping 
in the shadows.

But it's not all spooks and chills; Evershadow Estate  
boasts breathtaking architecture, with intricate 
woodwork, stained glass windows, and elegant fire-
places that have stood the test of time. The spacious 
rooms have seen centuries of history unfold, and  
the property includes a sprawling garden with a  
centuries-old oak tree that's rumoured to be a gateway 
to the spirit world.

Some may see the haunted history of this property 
as a deterrent, but others view it as an opportunity  
to live in a house with a story to tell. The Big Tuna  
explained, "There's a niche market for buyers who 
relish the idea of sharing their home with friendly 
ghosts. It's a chance to become a part of Aurora's 
rich history."

Indeed, it seems there are prospective buyers who are 
drawn to the thrill of living in a haunted house. One 
such prospective buyer, Al Wilson, is considering  
purchasing the estate. "I've always been fascinated by 

the supernatural, and when I heard about Evershadow, 
I couldn't resist taking a look," Al shared. "The idea 
of sharing my home with spirits is intriguing, not to 
mention the unique conversation starter at parties!"

As Halloween approaches, the fate of Evershadow 
Estate remains uncertain. Will a brave buyer like  
Al take on the task of restoring this historic haunt-
ed house to its former glory? Or will the ghosts of  
Aurora continue to call it home?

Evershadow Estate is a chilling reminder that in 
the world of real estate, every property has a story. 
For those who dare to step inside, this house offers  
a chance to be a part of a spine-tingling tale that  
transcends the ordinary and who knows, perhaps a 
ghostly roommate or two. Aurora's haunted history 
lives on, and it's up to the brave and bold, like Al, to 
decide if they want to write the next chapter in the 
story of Evershadow Estate.  

If you're in the market for unique properties in  
Aurora, consider Julien Laurion’s real estate services  
to help you find your next home, whether it's a 
charming historic mansion or a cozy contemporary 
abode.  Aurora's haunted history lives on, and it's up 
to the brave and the bold.

 Julien Laurion AKA Big Tuna is a local 
Real Estate Sale Representative with 

Royal LePage Your Community Realty in Aurora. 
I am a real estate agent who has expertise in both  

Real Estate and Renovations and has been 
involved in this community for over 20 years. 

If you have a question for my monthly article or 
if you are considering buying, selling or leasing a home 

please feel free to call or email me directly 
at (416) 402-5530 or julien@bigtuna.ca or by 

alternatively visiting my website www.bigtuna.ca 
or Facebook page @bigtunarealty

By Julien Laurion 
The Big Tuna of Real Estate 

Ken Pratt CSP 
Salesperson

Office: 905-936-2121 Direct: 705-796-6753
kenpratt@century21.ca • www.century21.ca/KenPratt

Investment land! 2 separate farms 
28.8 with a site to build a house, 
large storage shed and 58.8ac. 
with existing 3 bedroom raised 
bungalow, located on highway 89, 
near the 400 and Tanger Outlet 
Mall.  Rich Agricultural Special 
Crop Soil for farming while  
growth in GTA catches up.  
Call today for more information.

WWW.3194-89COUNTY.COM

4 BRIAR HILL HEIGHTS UNIT 109

Under $500k, prestigious first floor  
1 bedroom Condo living in the 
Golf Course Seniors Community  
of Briar Hill, New Tecumseth.  
Solid all cement and brick  
construction, x-large underground 
parking spot and locker. Ground 
level with south facing terrace 
and patio door. Secure entrance, 
community common room, 
ground level access.  
Call today for a showing.

MLS#:N6093972, 

137 GOLF COURSE ROAD 

Governments want more housing. 
For sale in Wasaga beach, three 
separate serviced building lots, 
shovel ready, studies complete, 
in a municipality willing to allow 
infill building. Intensification is a 
possibility. Package pricing and 
VTB available if all three are  
purchased at once.

PART 2 MLS#: S5996540
SERVICED LOT

PART 3 MLS#: S5996524
SERVICED LOT 

PART 4 MLS#: S5996612
SERVICED LOT

SPOOKY REAL ESTATE:  
THE HAUNTED HOUSE  

OF AURORA

NIUSHA WALKER
Broker & Managing Partner
Niusha.Walker@TheAgencyRE.com
NiushaWalker.com
416.996.9981

TARA MCCARTHY
Broker & Director of Luxury Estates
Tara.McCarthy@TheAgencyRE.com
TaraMcCarthyRealEstate.com
647.388.7179

L E T ’ S  C O N N ECT

12991 KEELE STREET, KING CITY, ON L7B 1G2 | 647.352.9883 | AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED FRANCHISEE OF THE AGENCY REAL ESTATE 
FRANCHISING, LLC. NOT INTENDED TO SOLICIT PROPERTIES UNDER CONTRACT.

A Boutique Brokerage
With Global Reach

FOR SALE
5050 Lloydtown-Aurora Rd, King City | $3,488,000

COMING SOON
72 Chelsea Lane, King City

FOR SALE
116 Patricia Drive, King City | $6,288,800

EXCLUSIVE
24 Simcoe Road, Kettleby

FOR SALE
141 Kingscross Dr, King City | $7,998,000

FOR SALE
111 Manitou Drive, King City | $8,880,000
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– Im
age by Raphael Ofagbe from
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The pandemic changed much 
about the way people live,  
including a propensity for  
spending more time at home. 
In 2020, people spent far less waking time, roughly 
an hour and a half less on average, with people 
outside of their own households. 

Though restrictions that limited social interactions 
have long since been lifted, spending time at home 
has remained popular. With all that extra time on 
their hands, respondents have been pouring their  
energy into fixing up their homes. Lawns, kitchens  
and living rooms are popular spaces to renovate. 

As people continue to fix up their homes, they may be 
interested in ways to make them more comfortable.  
Certain furnishings can ensure living spaces are 
comfortable places to pass the time.

ENSURE AN ABUNDANCE OF LIGHT. 
One stark overhead light will not create a cozy envi-
ronment. Introduce groupings of illumination where 
you hope residents and guests will congregate to en-
gage in conversation. Utilize different lighting sources, 
such as task lighting, table and floor lamps, recessed 
or ambient lighting, and even candles. Warm tempera-
ture light bulbs will add to that comfortable feeling.

ORDINATE DESIGNS FOR EACH SEASON. 
Crisp cotton and breezy linens are great for the warm 
weather, but when the colder temperatures arrive, 
it’s time to swap for flannel or jersey. Folded quilts or 
throws on the sofa also can be handy for chilly evenings. 
Make subtle changes to the home as the temperature 
changes to epitomize comfort in your spaces.

SPLURGE ON YOUR SOFA AND BED. 
Much time will be spent lounging on the couch or 
sleeping in your bed. It’s worthwhile to invest in piec-
es that are durable and, above all else, comfortable. 
While these items may be more expensive up front, 
the comfort they provide will be well worth it.

SOFTEN HARSH LINES. 
Tricks like incorporating round area rugs or using 
oval or round pillows can break up the straight line of 
rooms and even modern furniture pieces. Opt for soft 
and inviting textiles as well. Textural elements, such as 
woven decor baskets, also can soften harsh lines.

INTRODUCE ORGANIC ELEMENTS. 
Home entertaining expert Julie Blanner says plants, 
flowers, fruits, and vegetables bring life to a space. 
Choose easy-care plants if you do not have a green 
thumb, or swap out freshly cut blooms in vases as 
pops of colour and fresh elements are needed.

UTILIZE WARM PAINT COLOURS.
 Cool-toned paints can make a space seem colder and 
more utilitarian or clinical. When looking at swatches, 
select paints that have warm undertones. Eggshell 
and satin sheens will be more inviting and evoke a 
cozy feel more effectively than flat or matte finishes.

These are just a few ways to build a cozy and comfort-
able home. 

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

Furnish  
a home for 
comfort

(NC) If you’ve got your eye on a resale house or  
condominium unit that is less than seven years old, 
you’re in luck. Not only do you get to own a home that 
has the latest building innovations, but you also benefit 
from a builder’s warranty on work and materials. 

That’s because the standard seven-year warranty on 
new homes in Ontario stays with every home even  
after it’s sold by the original owner.

Knowing how much coverage you have and how the 
warranty works will ensure you don’t miss out on any 
protection – and the sooner you find out, the better.

DETERMINING YOUR COVERAGE
The online Ontario Builder Directory, available on the 
Home Construction Regulatory Authority’s website, 
makes it easy to confirm your home’s warranty details. 
Simply enter the address and you’ll see your home’s 
warranty start and end dates. You’ll also have access 
to the builder’s information, which will come in handy if 
you need to report any issues.

UNDERSTANDING YOUR COVERAGE
Ontario’s new-home warranty is broken down into 
one-, two- and seven-year coverages. The one-year 
warranty covers general defects in work and materials. 
The two-year warranty covers defects in your home’s 
plumbing, electrical and heating systems, water pen-
etration through the foundation or other parts of your 
home, defects related to exterior cladding and Ontario 
Building Code violations that affect health and safety. 
Finally, the seven-year warranty provides coverage 
against major structural defects.

USING THE REMAINING COVERAGE
Before you can take advantage of remaining warranty 
coverage, you’ll need to provide Tarion, Ontario’s 
new-home warranty administrator, with a copy of your 
purchase agreement. As soon as your name is on 
file as the current owner, you’re good to go. You can 
even register online to submit claims and access your 
home’s warranty history.

Find more warranty information at tarion.com.

www.newscanada.com

Warranty coverage  
on a resale home? 
Yes, it’s possible
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www.homestoview.ca 

Jill Renshaw & Anna Lester 
Royal LePage RCR Realty 

Jill Direct:   416-209-9244
Anna Direct:  905-939-2000

40 Lloyd’s Lane, Pottageville 
Stunning custom home on a sprawling 10 Acre Estate in desirable Pottageville shows to perfection.  

Surrounded by trees on a quiet no-exit street, this impressive home has been finished with attention to detail  
throughout. Offering over 3900 s.f. with numerous updates over the years including a gourmet kitchen  
with granite counter & s/s/ appliances, hardwood flooring throughout, updated baths, and detailed trim. 

Includes a detached workshop, 2.5 car garage and a sep. entrance to the unfinished basement.

$2,598,000

32 Church St., Suite 302
Located in the Village of Schomberg, walking distance to shops and restaurants this spacious 2 bedroom,  

2 bath condo, nestled away in a peaceful building, is surrounded by natural beauty. Bright and airy with  
SW views over the park from the third floor balcony, this traditional suite is ideal for seniors looking to  
downsize.   Includes underground parking and a separate locker with a range of amenities designed to  

enhance your lifestyle. Don’t miss out on the opportunity to call this lovely condo home!   

$599,900
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The benefits of working  
with an interior designer

An owner’s suite is a sanctuary for homeowners. It’s a 
place where adults can retreat, relax and unwind after 
a busy day. 

While the largest bedroom in the home typically is 
dubbed the “owner’s suite,” it cannot be classified as a 
suite unless there is an adjoining bathroom. An owner’s 
suite also may have many more unique features that  
individuals may want to incorporate into a remodel. 
Here are some ideas to consider.

UPGRADED CLOSET
Those who will be overhauling the walls and layout of 
the bedroom can configure the space to make room 
for a serious closet overhaul. A spacious, walk-in closet  
that has built-in shelves, drawers and rods can improve 
the functionality of the bedroom. Draw dividers and 
other components also can optimize space. 

SITTING AREA
In large suites, homeowners may have the potential to 
set up a sitting area in one portion of the room away 
from the bed. This area can have a sofa, chairs, chaise, 
or other furniture and make for an ideal spot to read and 
lounge. Some people also enjoy having a television  
adjacent to the sitting area so they can watch a show in 
the privacy of the bedroom.

FIREPLACE
Fireplaces add a unique ambiance to bedrooms and 
make for cozy spaces in which to cuddle up. While a 
traditional, roaring wood fire is one option, there is much 
less mess and fuss with a gas fireplace. Some gas  
fireplaces may not even have to be vented, and they 
can be turned on with the flip of a switch.

PRIVATE PATIO OR BALCONY
Owners who want to go the extra mile in owner’s suite 
renovations can incorporate outdoor spaces into the 
plans. Many homes are now being built with owner’s 
suites on the first floor, facilitating the possibility of aging 
in place at home. With this layout, the bedroom can be 
opened up to the outdoors by way of a sliding door or 
French doors. Decking or a patio can be outside of the 
room, or even a covered space similar to a Florida room. 
Those with second-floor suites may want to consider a 
small deck or balcony where bistro seating can be placed.

LUXURY BATH
Owners can turn the en suite bathroom into something 
out of a spa. A steam shower; heated floors; a separate  
area for the toilet, closed off from the rest of the  
bathroom; and dual vanities and sinks can make this 
a place that screams luxury and comfort. Do not forget 
dimmer switches for lighting and even the inclusion of 
some new aromatherapy technology to increase the 
potential for relaxation.

Owner’s suite  
renovation ideas for 

luxury spaces

MARIA
GUADAGNOLO
BROKER, SRS, CLHMS, GUILD, RENE

Direct: 416.418.8303
Focused on Delivering Results Beyond Clients’ Expectations!

Se Volete Vendere o Avete Intensioni di Comprare Una Casa,
Chiamatemi E Vi Prometto Che Rimarrete Soddisfatti!

“Chiamatemi, Parlo Italiano!”

5-CAR GARAGE EXECUTIVE HOME
(South of Major Mackenzie, West of Keele)

This is a beautiful sought after pocket. This immaculate executive home features 
5 car garage, (two of the garages are heated and have plumbing, ideal for a workshop or future cabana). 

This gem is nestled on a premium, pool sized lot (100’ x 150’), boasts a grand entrance, 9-ft ceilings, 
2 kitchens, 4 Baths, 2 Laundry Rooms, 2 large cantinas, sun room, Separate Entrance to Finished Basement, 

and so much more! Walking distance to schools, parks, shops, restaurants, and nature trails.  Minutes to Cortellucci 
Vaughan Hospital, Vaughan Town Hall & Library, Vaughan Mills Mall, and the New Vaughan Corporate Centre.

For more information or to book a private tour, call Maria Guadagnolo 416-418-8303

Homes require an investment  
of time, energy and money.  
The payoff of those investments 
is substantial, and the benefits 
of homeownership are more 
profound than even longtime 
homeowners may recognize.
Homes are undoubtedly a point of pride for millions 
of homeowners, and that sense of fulfillment is even 
greater when interiors are up-to-date and welcoming. 
Home trends come and go, and busy homeowners can 
be forgiven if they’re not able to keep up with the latest 
interior design styles. That’s the job of a skilled inte-
rior designer. Working with such professionals when 
redoing a home’s interior can make all the difference 
and increase the already profound sense of pride many 
homeowners have in their homes.

INTERIOR DESIGNERS CAN HELP NARROW  
DOWN THE POSSIBILITIES. 
A simple internet search before beginning a home reno-
vation project will turn up millions of results. That can 
leave homeowners’ heads spinning as they try to iden-
tify their own style and plan a project that coordinates 
with their preferences. Experienced interior designers 
can help homeowners identify their style and offer prac-
tical insight as they work with clients to choose elements 
to incorporate into spaces they aspire to renovate. 

INTERIOR DESIGNERS CAN ENSURE A ROOM 
DOESN’T STICK OUT LIKE A SORE THUMB. 
Just because a design looks good on the internet does 
not mean it will work well in every home, particularly 
if only one room is being renovated. Interior design-
ers recognize that and can steer homeowners in the 
direction of designs that will fit the larger theme of the 
home while still offering a fresh look and feel.

INTERIOR DESIGNERS CAN SAVE HOMEOWNERS 
MONEY AND HEADACHES. 
Renovation projects can be pricey, and that price tag 
only goes up when mistakes are made. Interior de-

signers advise clients on furnishings and other design 
components, and that advice can save homeowners 
money in the long run. Furnishings may be return-
able, but such returns typically come with sizable fees. 
By directing clients toward furnishings and other com-
ponents that fit the overall design scheme, interior de-
signers are saving homeowners the cost and headaches 
associated with fixable yet expensive mistakes.

INTERIOR DESIGNS ARE UP-TO-DATE  
ON THE LATEST TRENDS.
Real estate and design trends come and go, and dated 
designs can adversely affect what homeowners re-
coup at resale. Homeowners who want to update their 
home interiors with the ultimate goal of selling their 
homes can work with experienced interior designers 
who know which trends are in and which are out. That 
knowledge can make it easier and more lucrative to sell 
a home.

Homes are a significant investment, and investing 
in the services of an experienced interior designer 
can ensure homeowners maximize the value of their 
homes.
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Revel in the exclusive opportunity to become a part of 

Braestone’s thriving community, as only a select few 

lots remain in our final phase. The community has come 

together beautifully, a labour of love and exercise in 

innovation, craftsmanship and design. Not surprisingly, 

the response has been extraordinary as residents of 

Braestone are happy to enjoy the remarkable trails  

and ponds, the horse paddocks and berry patches, 

the nature preserves, streams and forests and a life,  

as promised, that is richer and more rewarding.

We invite you to join in our vision and become 
part of Oro-Medonte’s finest community. 

REGISTER FOR MORE INFORMATION. 
FROM $1.5 MILLION.

Distinctive & timeless bungalow, loft & two-storey homesteads on a selection of 1/2 acre to over 1 acre secluded lots. 

GEORGIAN
COMMUNITIES

Another project developed by:

Horse
shoe Valley Road8th Line 9th Line 11  

12

N

400  

braestone.ca

braestone’s 
final enclave.

Direct 289.221.1481 Office 365.500.8800 kellyburtrealtor@gmail.com

A beautiful South facing Go2 Condo in prime location.  2+1 bedrooms, 2 baths.  
Close to Hwy 400, transit, parks, schools and hospitals. Maple GO Train at your doorstep.   

Shopping and dining within walking distance. Contact Kelly Burt for more details.

FOR SALE

Home renovations provide a 
host of benefits. Such projects 
can increase resale value and 
improve the safety, aesthetics 
and functionality of a home.
Some homeowners may employ the mantra “go  
big or go home” when they embark on home  
improvements, thinking that only the largest reno-
vations produce noticeable change. But that’s not 
the case. Various smaller renovations can provide  
a lot of bang for homeowners’ bucks as well.

COUNTERTOPS (AND HARDWARE): A complete 
kitchen overhaul may stretch some homeowners’ 
budgets. However, changing an older countertop 
for a new material can provide the facelift a kitchen 
needs. While changing the cabinets may be home-

owners’ ultimate goal, swapping hardware in dated 
finishes for newer handles and pulls can provide 
low-cost appeal.

PAINT: Painting a space is an inexpensive improve-
ment that adds maximum impact. Paint can transform 
dark and drab rooms into bright and airy oases. Paint 
also can be used to create an accent wall or cozy nooks. 
Homeowners also can showcase their personalities 
with their choice of paint colours.

LIGHTING: Homeowners should not underestimate 
what a change in lighting can do. When rooms or  
exterior spaces are illuminated, they take on entirely 
new looks. It’s worth it to invest in new lighting, 
whether it’s a dramatic hanging light over the dining 
room table or task lighting in dim spaces.

WEATHERPROOFING: Improving windows, doors, 
weatherstripping, and insulation in a home can offer  
visual appeal and help homeowners save money.  

The initial investment may be significant, but those 
costs will pay off in energy savings. According to One 
Main Financial, space heating is the largest energy  
expense the average American homeowner has,  
accounting for around 45 percent of all energy costs.

MUDROOM: Turn an entryway into a more func-
tional space with the addition of cabinets, benches 
or custom-designed storage options that perfectly 
fit the area. Cubbies and cabinets can corral shoes, 
umbrellas, hats, bags, and much more.

ACCENT UPDATES: Any space, whether it’s inside 
or outside a home, can get a fresh look with new 
decorative accents. Invest in new throw pillows and 
even slipcovers for living room sofas. Use new tile or 
paint the brick on a fireplace in a den, then update 
the mantel with decorative displays. Purchase wall  
art that can bring different colours into a room. 
Change the cushions on deck furniture and buy  
colour-coordinated planters.

Did you know?
Certain areas of a home are 
more likely to draw the interest 
of prospective buyers when a 
house goes on the market. 
When that day comes, many realtors and homeowners 
rely on staging to make a home as attractive as possible 
during an open house or appointment viewing. According 
to a 2019 report from the National Association of Realtors, 
staging the living room is most important for buyers, with 

47 percent of buyers indicating a well-staged living room 
had an effect on their view of the home. The owner’s suite 
(42 percent) and the kitchen (35 percent) were found to 
be the next most important rooms to stage. Though the 
report is generally concerned with selling a home, the con-
clusions in the report are something renovation-minded 
homeowners can keep in mind. If prospective buyers 
are most impressed by well-staged living rooms, owners’ 
suites and kitchens, it stands to reason that those same 
rooms, when well-designed and recently renovated, will 
elicit a similarly positive reaction if homeowners ultimately 
decide to sell their homes in the future.  

Small renovations that can make a big impact

RESALE 
HOMES
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Call for a FREE Market Evaluation! 905-841-4787 
You Get The “Right Results” With Rocco.

Serving Aurora, Newmarket, East Gwillimbury, King, Stouffville, Richmond Hill & Surrounding Areas

905-841-4787 • www.roccoracioppo.com
List with one of Canada’s Top Producers, 

ranked # 72 in Canada out of approx. 21,000 RE/MAX Agents in 2017.

Rocco Racioppo
BROKER

Rocco Racioppo
REALTRON REALTY INC.
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED BROKERAGE
REALTRON REALTY INC.

Rocco RacioppoRocco Racioppo

BRAND NEW LUXURY BUNGALOW! $5,288,000
Approx 9000 sqft of luxurious living space situated on one acre traced lot in demand area. 

Call Rocco today!

BACKS TO FOREST! $1,999,900
Modern open concept 2 storey home with fi nished walkout basement ¾ acre lot, 3 car garage.

 Lots of parking. Call Rocco today!

BUILD YOUR OWN DREAM HOME! $1,688,000
Private 10 acre property with over 600 ft of frontage with pond. Minutes from Newmarket. 

Call Rocco today!

PRESTIGIOUS “ANGUS GLEN” IN UNIONVILLE $2,580,000
Approx 3,400 sqft plus fi nished basement, 3 car garage loaded with extra upgrades 

in golf course community. Call Rocco today!

PRIVATE HALF-ACRE LOT $1,899,900
Renovated 2 storey home with updated kitchen, primary bedroom ensuite with heated fl oors. 

Call Rocco today!

MODERN OPEN CONCEPT HOME! $1,638,000
Low maintenance backyard with large patio, fi replace, cabana, and hot tub. Must be seen. 

Call Rocco today!

HOT OFF THE PRESS! $2,188,000
New listing in prestigious Stonehaven neighbourhood. Approx 3,800 sqft 2-storey home

with 3 car garage, fabulous backyard with large salt water pool and waterfall. Call Rocco today!

70 FT LOT IN DEMAND AREA! $1,879,900
Approx 3,800 sqft home plus fi nished basement, 9 ft ceilings on main fl oor, 2 full ensuites. 

Call Rocco today!

BUNGALOW ON QUIET COURT! ONLY $1,558,000
Bungalow with 9ft ceilings in demand area. Call Rocco today!

3 modern kitchen  
features to consider

It’s well-documented that kitchens are the most popular  
rooms in many homes. Kitchens are where families 
tend to congregate during holiday celebrations, and 
many a child has tackled their homework as mom or 
dad prepares dinner just a few steps away.

Whether homeowners are planning a full-scale remodel 
or a few tweaks to update the room, the following are 
three popular features of modern kitchens.

1  KITCHEN ISLAND 
A recent survey from interior design experts at Houzz 
found that kitchen islands are popular for a variety of 
reasons. Fifty-eight percent of respondents indicated 
they enjoy eating at kitchen islands, while 49 percent 
reported they like islands for entertaining. Forty-five 
percent of respondents like socializing around kitchen 
islands. Islands provide a versatile functionality that 
comes in handy when preparing meals on typical  
weeknights and when hosting friends and family on  
special occasions like holidays and birthdays. Islands 
come in a variety of shapes and sizes and can be  
customized to fit just about any space. Mobile islands 
can be utilized in small kitchens when homeowners 
want the extra prep space but think the kitchen would 
be too cramped if a permanent island were added.

2  DEEP SINK 
The popularity of farmhouse-style sinks is proof that 
large and deep sinks are sought-after among today’s 
homeowners. Farmhouse sinks may be best suited to a 
particular aesthetic, but a 2021 study from the National 
Association of Home Builders found that side-by-side 
double sinks and walk-in pantries were the most popu-
lar of 30 listed kitchen features. That study surveyed 
more than 3,200 recent and prospective home buyers. 
Deep sinks are especially useful for people who love to 
cook, making them a solid addition to any kitchen where 
home chefs ply their trade most nights of the week.

3  STORAGE 
As the NAHB study indicated, kitchen storage space 
is sought after among modern homeowners. As home 
cooks expand their culinary horizons and cook more 
elaborate meals, they need extra places to store spe-
cialty pots and pans, ingredients and other materials. 
Homeowners looking to add more storage in the kitchen 
can consult with a local contractor about how to create 
such space. A walk-in pantry can do the trick, but home-
owners with kitchens where space is more limited may 
need to get a little more creative. Sliding-door pantries  
and roll-out shelving in existing cabinets can add  
functional space in kitchens with close quarters.
 
Modern kitchens are visual marvels and highly func-
tional spaces. A new island, a deep sink and some extra 
storage space can help homeowners transform their ex-
isting kitchens into spaces that cater to their every need.

Small renovations that can make a big impact
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steps to a more 
functional kitchen8 

A kitchen is often the most  
utilized room in a house.  
Meals may be prepared,  
cooked and often eaten in 
kitchens, and the room is often 
utilized as a homework spot or a 
makeshift place to pay bills and 
stay on top of household needs. 
By enhancing the organization 
and functionality of the kitchen, 
homeowners can enjoy these 
popular spaces even more.
Homeowners have increased their spending on home 
improvements in recent years. According to the Joint 
Center for Housing Centers for Harvard University,  
project spending rose to $472 billion in 2022 from $328 
billion  in 2019. It’s estimated consumers will have spent 
$485 billion by the end of 2023. Kitchen renovations 
were the most popular upgrade and accounted for the 
highest budgets in 2021, according to Houzz. When 
the time comes to renovate a kitchen, homeowners can  
take steps to make these spaces more organized and 

therefore functional. Here are eight tips to creating a 
more functional kitchen. 

1   INCREASE STORAGE, AND THEN  
INVEST IN MORE. 

Make the most of corner cabinets and other potential  
dead spots in a kitchen. Various products can be used  
to organize awkwardly angled or shaped areas. Kitchen 
designers also can work with you to reconfigure cabinets 
and kitchen layouts.

2   ORGANIZE UTENSILS AND DISHES AROUND 
THE SINK/DISHWASHER. 

Rather than traversing the kitchen to put clean dishes 
away, make loading and unloading the dishwasher that 
much easier by locating commonly used items next to  
and above it. Similarly, place frequently used saucepans, 
baking dishes and other items near the oven or food  
preparation area.

3  UTILIZE DRAWER AND CABINET ORGANIZERS.
Make a place for everything in the kitchen. Take out all 
items and see what you need and use all the time. Then 
coordinate storage around those items so everything fits 
perfectly. Pull-out shelves and Lazy Susans also can  
facilitate access.

4  ADD SHELVES TO CABINETS.
 If you can afford to have a custom-built kitchen, by all 
means design cabinets according to preference. If you’re 
using standard cabinets, you may have to reconfigure 
shelves and spacing to fit the items you have. This also will 
help you maximize cabinet space.

5  ORGANIZE THE GARBAGE.  
Have a pull-out drawer or cabinet to store trash bins. 
Separate compost, trash and recycling needs.

6  CREATE CONTINUITY IN THE ROOM. 
Many open concept homes will have kitchens open up 
to another room in the home. Mirror the design scheme 
from elsewhere in the house, and make sure that the  
flow between spaces is not obstructed.

7  CREATE A BEVERAGE STATION. 
A beverage station can minimize the time needed to  
make a cup of tea or coffee or for the kids to grab juice or 
chocolate milk. 

8  HAVE A WORKSPACE IN THE KITCHEN. 
Whether paying bills, making a grocery list or leaving  
notes for the family, a dedicated workspace can add more 
function to the room. Be sure there is task lighting nearby 
and ample overhead lighting to ensure that all kitchen 
needs are illuminated properly.

A more functional kitchen can make this already popular 
space even more so.
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TRENDSETTING TOWNHOME - VAUGHAN
Gorgeous Like-New Family Townhome in 

Beverly Glen! Prime Location Near Schools, Parks, 
Shopping, & Transit. Modern Design, Chef’s 

Kitchen, Luxurious Features. Primary Suite with 
Spa-like Ensuite, Spacious Bedrooms, Cozy Family 

Room. Hardwood Floors, Upgraded Lighting, 
Garage Access, and More! Don’t Miss Out! 

Offered at $1,248,000.

RICHMOND HILL’S ULTIMATE LUXURY
New Luxury Home in Richmond Hill’s Desired 

Community. Masterpiece Design, Premium Lot. 
High-End Finishes, 10’ Main, Gourmet Kitchen, 

Luxurious Primary Suite, Spacious Bedrooms with 
Ensuites. Bonus: 38’ X 126’ Easement for Added 

Space or Future Potential. Offered at $3,080,000.

DESIRABLE BUNGALOW LIVING - INNISFIL
Explore this remarkable 4-bed, 3-bath Innisfil 
bungalow with an open layout, high ceilings, 
chef’s kitchen, primary suite, and a finished 

lower level. Convenient to amenities, schools, 
parks, and Hwy 400. Perfect for relaxation and 

entertaining, this home has it all. 
Offered at $1,158,000.

GOLDEN 93-ACRE SUBDIVISION OPPORTUNITY
Incredible chance for developers: 93 acres 

ready for York Region subdivision in Whitchurch-
Stouffville. Layout, tests done; application-ready. 

Near Aurora GO, amidst subdivisions. Build or invest 
wisely. Contact us today for more details.

E X C L U S I V E

COMMERCIAL ZONING & CARRIAGE HOUSE
Discover a Mount Albert gem on 1/2+ acre just 45 
mins from Toronto. Live the rural dream with local 
amenities, organic food, and 25 walkable spots 
from Centre St. A grand 3 story century home, a 
2500 sq ft carriage house for potential Airbnb, 

and versatile commercial zoning for your creative 
ventures! Offered at $1,650,000.

LUXURY PRIME RESIDENCE - BRADFORD
Exceptional 4-bed home, 9-ft ceilings, 2-story 

foyer, open kitchen with stainless steel appliances, 
cozy family room with fireplace. Luxurious master 
suite, finished basement with bathroom, potential 

kitchen. Near restaurants, parks, schools.
 Asking price: $1,240,000.

RENOVATED CONDO GEM IN RICHMOND HILL
Renovated 2-bed, 2-bath condo in a prime 

location near Yonge Street, Hillcrest Mall, and 
public transit. Open concept, chef’s kitchen, and 

luxurious primary suite. Secondary bedroom with 
balcony access. Includes an oversized parking 
spot and a generous storage locker. Perfect for 

urban living with all amenities within reach.
Offered at $668,000.

RICHMOND HILL’S LAVISH LUXURY HAVEN
Richmond Hill bungalow exudes luxury: wrap-

around porch, 3-car garage, stunning landscaping. 
Main floor dazzles with chef’s kitchen, elegant 
dining, captivating family room. Primary suite 
boasts walk-in closet, spa-like bath, private 

lounge with skylights and balcony. Lower level 
features separate entrances, bath, laundry, 1-bed 

apartment. Offered at $3,988,000.

ELEGANT EXECUTIVE HAVEN IN VAUGHAN
Unveil an impeccable executive home with a 

3-car garage on a premium fenced lot, nestled in 
a prestigious community near amenities. Inside, 

discover a 2-story foyer, dream kitchen, airy living 
spaces, and a spa-like primary suite. Finished walk-

out lower level offers a gym, rec room, and more. 
Unmissable luxury at $2,400,000. 

BRAND NEW - “GREEN & SMART” 
Gorgeous nature-enveloped executive home 

by the golf course in Aurora. 10ft main, 9ft upper 
ceilings, upgraded cabinetry, quartz, granite tops, 
high-end appliances, “Green” & “Smart” features. 
Near amenities, highway, GO Station. Call now for 

all the details! Offered at $2,699,000.

E X C L U S I V E

Discover More Featured Listings. Your Perfect Home Is Just a QR Code Away.
*The Daryl King Team consists of 43 registered Sales Representatives. **All data compiled by Re Stats Inc. from TREB for closed transactions +/-2.5% on volume basis in 2020. *** 
Based on data collected within Re/Max network in Canada in 2020. Not intended to solicit clients currently under contract with another Brokerage.

For more information

Follow Us on 

KLEINBURG LUXURY TOWNHOUSE
Welcome to your dream Kleinburg home! This 
newly built 3-story end unit townhouse offers a 

modern layout, gourmet kitchen, spacious living 
areas, an inviting primary suite with a walk-in 

closet, and upgrades throughout.
Offered at $1,099,000


